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A Girl And Her Giant Friend
Chris Snee, a former NY Giants player, surprise visits a School No. 7 student

School No. 7 held an assembly in support of Childhood Cancer Awareness Month and to announce its
participation in the Tom Coughlin Jay Fund’s “Show Us Your Team” initiative in support of one of its students,
Camila Izaguirre. She is a 5™ grader that has been dealing with cancer since she was first diagnosed at 1 % years
old. The Jay Fund launched a social media campaign in September for Childhood Cancer Awareness Month
called “Show Us Your Team” in which people to take a photo of their own team — the people who help get them
through difficult times in life — and post it on social media with the hashtag #ShowUsYourTeam and tag
@tcjayfund.

Unknown to Camila was the participation of a close friend of hers, Chris Snee, who for his ten-year career in
the NFL played as a guard for the New York Giants. Camila sat amongst her classmates in the audience as they
listened first to Principal Pamela Powell greet them and then to Superintendent Laurie Newell speak to them
about kindness and encourage the school’s efforts in the initiative. It was an emotional moment when those
closest to Camila came out one at a time from the wings of the stage. The members of her special team included
her mother, Evelyn Izaguirre, her art teacher, Jeri Ann Stetson, Tom Coughlin Jays fund's Communications
Manager Mary Carnovale, and Chris Snee.

Chris Snee has known Camila for close to ten years through his work with the Tom Coughlin Jay Fund. He met
her for the first time not long after she was diagnosed with cancer at ag 1 2. Since then, he and Camila have
formed a special bond as she receives emotional support from his visits. When he came from the side of the
stage, she ran to him. They hugged for a long time as he lifted her high off the stage. In remarks he made on
stage, Mr. Snee said, “The big thing about today is that Camila has not been alone since day one. She has a
large team around her. The (Tom Coughlin) Jay Fund, her family, most important, you all here at school. She is
battling this with all of your support.”

School No. 7 Art Teacher Jeri Ann Stetson has been teaching Camila art since Kindergarten. “She touched my
heart when I met her, we had a really good connection” Ms. Stetson said. During Kindergarten, Camila was in
the hospital often. To lift her spirits, Ms. Stetson would encourage Camila with stories about her horse, Lucy.
While schools were closed during quarantine, Ms. Stetson had Camila come up to West Milford to spend time
with Lucy to learn how to ride and groom the horse. The photo that Camila was presented with by Ms. Stetson
is of her and Camila together during a recent photoshoot.

Evelyn Izaguirre said after the assembly, “School 7 is a very big support for me and my family, especially for
Camila.” When asked about her reaction to hearing about the assembly for the first time, “I didn’t expect; I
didn’t know that they were going to do this beautiful surprise for her.” She would say later, “Sometimes you
don’t have enough strength to keep going, but things like this and all the support that you receive from so many
people that is not your family, but is like is your family is very important for me.... It gives me more strength to
keep going and to fight for my daughter.”
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“This was a beautiful event,” Dr. Laurie Newell, Superintendent of Schools, said of the assembly. “There’s so
much we can do for each other every day. For Camila and her family, it is about showing our support and being
a community for her. The School 7 community, under the leadership of Principal Powell and the support of her
incredible staff, are doing wonderful things for their school community. I’'m very happy that Camila has the
support that she needs here in her school and through the Tom Coughlin Jay Fund.”

At the close of the assembly, staff and students proclaimed their commitment to Camila's team. Classes will be
donating their spare change to a collection named “Change For Change”. The money will be collected by
Camila later and donated to fight cancer.

Captions:

Image 1: (L-R) School No. 7 Principal Pamela Powell, Superintendent of Schools Laurie W. Newell, Camila
Izaguirre, and Camilla’s mother Evelyn Izaguirre sit up front at the School No. 7 assembly. Credit: Paterson
Public Schools

Image 2: Tom Coughlin Jays fund's Communications Manager Mary Carnovale, art teacher, Camil Izaguirre,
Jeri Ann Stetson Evelyn Izaguirre, and former NY Giants Guard Chris Snee stand on the stage at the School No.

7 assembly. Credit: Paterson Public Schools

Image 3: Camilla Izaguirre is lifted off the ground in a hug with former NY Giants Guard Chris Snee. The two
are close friends through his work with the Tom Coughlin Jay Fund. Credit: Paterson Public Schools

Image 4: Camila Izaguirre and Chris Snee in 2016 and in 2021. Image provided by the Tom Coughlin Jay Fund.

Image 5: Chris Snee, Camilla Izaguirre, and Tom Coughlin. Date unknown. Image provided by the Tom
Coughlin Jay Fund.







