Docusign Envelope ID: 309EA82C-CAEE-400B-B5F1-D5B33E877C87

e“o C:"o
* A % Administrative Offices
% &
éééq for Sped‘:&@s?
Minutes of the SWCCCASE
Board of Directors Meeting
April 16, 2025
CALL TO A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Southwest Cook County Cooperative

ORDER/ROLL CALL  Association for Special Education was called to order at 9:02 a.m. on Wednesday,
April 16, 2025.

On roll call, the following members were found to be present: Mr. Bunn (D117),
Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Sala, Dr. Stawick, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor (9:17 a.m.),

Dr. Sikora, and Dr. Nolting. Also present: Dr. Gineen O’Neil, Executive Director,
Mr. Tage Shumway, Business Manager, and Lisa Promis, Assistant Director.
Absent: Dr. Orzel, Dr. Roth, and Dr. Meighan.

RECOGNITION OF Karyn Kempke, Union President and Brandon Wigboldy, Union Vice President

PUBLIC
PLACEMENT OF A motion was made by Dr. Stawick and seconded by Dr. Brunson, upon the
ITEMS ON THE recommendation of Dr. O’Neil, that the following items be considered under a

CONSENT AGENDA consent agenda unless otherwise requested by the Board: the open and closed
session meeting minutes of the March 19, 2025 Board of Directors Meeting,
Invoices and Payroll, Employment of Professional Personnel, Employment of
Educational Support Personnel, Resignation of Educational Support Personnel,
Request for Leave of Absence, FY26 Board Meeting Dates, and Braun Roof.

Upon roll call the following voted aye: Mr. Bunn, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Sala,
Dr. Stawick, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Dr. Nolting. Nayes none,
whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried.

CLOSED SESSION A motion was made by Dr. Scarsella and seconded by Dr. Sikora to enter into a
closed session at 9:04 a.m. to discuss the appointment, employment, compensation,
discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the Cooperative or
legal counsel for the Cooperative, including hearing testimony on a complaint
lodged against an employee or against legal counsel for the Cooperative to
determine its validity. 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1), as amended by P.A. 93-0057, Collective
negotiating matters between the Cooperative and its employees or their
representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes
of employees. 5 ILC 120/2(c)(2), and litigation, when an action against, affecting or
on behalf of the particular Cooperative has been filed and is pending before a court
or administrative tribunal, or when the Cooperative finds that an action is probable
or imminent, in which case the basis for the finding shall be recorded and entered
into the closed meeting minutes. 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(11).



Minutes of the

Board of Directors Meeting

April 16, 2025

REPORT OF THE
BUSINESS
MANAGER

STATEMENT OF
POSITION AND
REVENUE

REPORT OF THE
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

COOPERATIVE
HIGHLIGHTS

ATTORNEY FEES

CONSENT
AGENDA

APPROVAL OF
MINUTES

APPROVAL OF
INVOICES AND
PAYROLL

Docusign Envelope ID: 309EA82C-CAEE-400B-B5F1-D5B33E877C87

Upon roll call the following voted aye: Mr. Bunn, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Sala,
Dr. Stawick, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Dr. Nolting. Nayes none,
whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried.

A motion was made by Dr. Nolting and seconded by Dr. Ticknor to return from
closed session at 9:52 a.m.

Upon roll call the following voted aye: Mr. Bunn, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Sala,
Dr. Stawick, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Dr. Nolting. Nayes none,
whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried.

Mr. Shumway presented the statement of position, revenue, and expenditures for the
period ending March 31, 2025.

Dr. O’Neil shared highlights from each of the Cooperative programs.

Dr. O’Neil reported that effective July 1, 2025, the fees for legal services rendered
from Engler, Callaway Baasten & Sraga, LLC will be increasing. The increases will
be as follows: $300 per hour for Teri Engler, $285 per hour for all other partners,
and $265 per hour for associates. This increase in the hourly billing rate for these
attorneys is intended to be more than competitive, given current market rates and the
depth and breadth of their practice and experience in this unique field of law.

The Board of Directors of the Southwest Cook County Cooperative Association for
Special Education approved the open and closed session minutes from the
March 19, 2025 Board of Directors Meeting.

The Board of Directors of the Southwest Cook County Cooperative Association for
Special Education approved the March/April invoices in the amount of
$814,900.22. The March payroll in the amount of $2,503,939.22 and the estimated
amount of $2,500,000 for the April payroll.
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Name Position Program | Effective [Step/Column| Annual
Date or Days Salary
Andrews, CD
Tanesia Teacher Satellite 4/7/2025 [1/MA $54,859.00
Baio, Emily |Teacher DHH 8/4/2025 |1/BA TBD
CD
Jordan, John |APE Teacher|Satellite 8/6/2025 |26/MA +30 |TBD
Mills, Renee |Teacher DESTINY |8/6/2025 |7/MA TBD
Sanchez,
Olivia Teacher DHH 8/4/2025 |2/BA TBD
West, Caitlin |Teacher Transition [8/6/2025 |10/MA TBD
Name Position Program | Effective (Step/Column| Annual
Date or Days Salary
Huston, Paraeducator [CD at MGW  |8/6/2025 |2/License TBD
Chase
Knutsen, Interpreter |DHH 8/4/2025 |6/BASE TBD
Skye
Name Position Program Effective Date
Abdullah, Jana OoT Services 6/4/2025
. Type of X
Name Position Program Effective Dates
Leave
Estrada, Sandra [Paraeducator |Transition |FMLA 4/9/2025-5/9/2025
Mulhern, Paraeducator |Transition |FMLA 4/8/2025-6/2/2025
Sharon
Shanks, Paraeducator |Transition |Extended 3/17-6/19/2025
Gwendolyn FMLA
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FY26 BOARD The Board of Directors, upon the recommendation of the Executive Director,
MEETING DATES approved the FY26 Board Meeting dates as presented.

BRAUN ROOF The Board of Directors, upon the recommendation of the Business Manager,
rejected the bids for the Braun roof project.

ACTION ITEMS
RESOLUTION A motion was made by Dr. Ticknor and seconded by Dr. Brunson to approve the
DISMISSING resolution dismissing the following Probationary Educational Support Personnel:
PROBATIONARY
EDUCATIONAL Name Position Program
SUPPORT Alvarez-Diaz, Daniel Paraeducator Transition
PERSONNEL Brusic-Smith, Kathy Paraeducator DESTINY
Camper, Shalia Paraeducator DESTINY
DeFries, Melissa Paraeducator Transition
Elmore, Kimberly Custodian Maintenance
Estrada, Sandra Paraeducator Transition
Foster, Bradley Occupational Therapist Braun
Johnson, Tanya Paraeducator Transition
Lillie, Joshua Paraeducator Transition
Upon roll call the following voted aye: Mr. Bunn, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Sala,
Dr. Stawick, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Dr. Nolting. Nayes none,
whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried.
COLLECTIVE A motion was made by Dr. Nolting and seconded by Dr. Brunson, upon the
BARGAINING recommendation of the Executive Director, to approve the Collective Bargaining
AGREEMENT Agreement for 2026-2028 with the Special Education Teachers and Support Staff
Council 2445, Local 943, American Federation of Teachers, AFL-CIO.
Upon roll call the following voted aye: Mr. Bunn, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Sala,
Dr. Stawick, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Dr. Nolting. Nayes none,
whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried.
APPROVAL OF A motion was made by Dr. Stawick and seconded by Dr. Scarsella to approve the

CONSENT AGENDA consent agenda.

Upon roll call the following voted aye: Mr. Bunn, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Sala,
Dr. Stawick, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Dr. Nolting. Nayes none,
whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried.
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ADJOURNMENT A motion was made by Dr. Stawick and seconded by Dr. Sikora to adjourn the
meeting at 10:05 a.m.

Upon roll call the following voted aye: Mr. Bunn, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Sala,

Dr. Stawick, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Dr. Nolting. Nayes none,
whereupon the chairperson declared the motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Signed by:
Dr. Tdkwor
r. WAy Ticknor

Board Secretary
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