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Act 158 Requirements for the Class of 2023 and Beyond. 

Act 35/Personal Finance Requirement for the Class of 2030 and Beyond 

PR Credits 24 credits with 4 credits required in English; 3 credits in Soc. St./Science/Math; 1 

additional core credit (math, science or SS);  
1 credit in Health/PE; .5 credit in Personal Finance; 8.5 elective credits 

(see AR 217 for details) 
Keystone Exams Algebra 1 

Biology 
Literature 

Retake 

Recommendation 
Yes. General education students must retake twice in the following year during the winter 

window and if necessary, spring window  
(Total of 3).  This is a local recommendation. 

Supplemental 

Instruction Available through Supplemental Course or Subject-Specific Asynchronous Resources 

Special Education For an IEP team decision, the following options exist, (1) student retests (if close), (2) 

student participates in other pathway options, (3) demonstrates proficiency through IEP 

goals, or (4) waiver in rare cases. PVAAS projections may be used to help inform the 

decision-making process. Act 6 CTE options exist for special education students. 
Demonstration of 

Proficiency 
Best Keystone Exam Module Combination, IEP Team, or  

expanded options provided below through Act 158 
(PRSD Graduation Requirement – Policy 217) 

 

 
1. Keystone Proficiency Pathway 

• Scoring proficient or advanced on each Keystone Exam - Algebra I, Literature, and 

Biology. 

 

 
2. Keystone Composite Pathway (Must have scores in all three Keystone Exams) 

• Students achieving a minimum scaled score of less than 1500 on a Keystone Exam may 

meet statewide requirements under the new Keystone Composite Pathway provided: 

o No score of Below Basic was earned for any Keystone Exam, 

o A score of Proficient or Advanced was achieved on at least one Keystone Exam, 

and 

o The composite score for all three Keystone Exams is 4452 or greater. 

• Act 55 of 2022 - Two Score Composite for those who earned a non-numeric Proficient in 

a Keystone Exam pursuant to Act 136 of 2020. 

o Successfully completes locally established, grade-based requirements for 

academic content associated with each Keystone Exam in which the student does 

not have a numeric or non-numeric score of Proficient/Advanced; and 

o Achieves a Keystone Composite score of 2939 or greater for two of the three 

Keystone Exams (calculated using the highest numerical scores attained by the 

student, neither of which may be Below Basic and at least one of which must be 

Proficient or better). 

 
FOR THE CAREER & TECHNICAL, ALTERNATIVE ASSESSMENT, AND EVIDENCED 

BASED PATHWAYS LISTED BELOW, STUDENTS MUST EARN A PASSING GRADE IN 

EACH OF THE KEYSTONE TRIGGER COURSES. 
 

 
3. Career & Technical Education (CTE) Concentrator Pathway 

 

 
4. Alternative Assessment and Evidence-Based Pathways  

 
DETAILS RELATED TO EACH PATHWAY OPTION ARE AVAILABLE ON THE PA 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION’S SAS WEBSITE 
 

https://pdesas.org/Frameworks/DCEToolKit/Act158PathwaysToGraduationToolkit

