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GRAND FORKS SCHOOL BOARD
GRAND FORKS PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #1
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
April 24, 2025

The School Board of Grand Forks Public School District No. 1 held a special meeting on Thursday, April 24,
2025, at the Mark Sanford Education Center, with President Dave Berger presiding.

Board Members Present: Josh Anderson, Dave Berger, Amber Flynn, Dr. Sherry Houdek, Jay Kleven, Joel
Larson, Eric Lunn, Jeff Manley, and Bill Palmiscno. Absent: None.

Others Present: Dr. Terry Brenner, Superintendent of Schools; Demographic Task Force Members Dr.
Catherine Gillach, Associate Superintendent of Secondary Education; Matt Bakke, Assistant
Superintendent of Elementary Education; Ali Parkinson, Principal, Discovery Elementary School; Travis
Thorvilson, Principal, Winship Elementary School; Judy Anderson, Associate Principal, Schroeder Middle
School; Dr. Darin Walters, Associate Principal, Red River High School; Amy Bartsch, Chief Academic
Officer; Dr. Gabe Dahl, Associate Principal, Grand Forks Central High School; Dr. Kris Arason, Principal, Red
River High School; Jon Strandell, Principal, Grand Forks Central High School; Mike Wilber, Associate
Principal, Grand Forks Central High School; Jay Hepperle, Assistant Principal, Red River High School; Kelli
Tannahill, Principal, Kelly Elementary School; Tad Schye, Principal, Valley Middle School; Travis Neil,
Principal, South Middle School; Leslie Bjelde, Principal, Ben Franklin Elementary School; Branden
Shepperd, GFAFB School Board Member; Clark Piepkorn, Citizen; lona Todorovic, District ML Coordinator;
Dr. Elisa Diederich, Executive Director, Special Education; and Cindy Johnson, Executive Secretary.

Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance.
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm., and
the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Reading of School Board Meeting Norms.
Anderson read aloud the meeting norms.

Flynn joined the meeting at 6:02 pm.

School Board and Demographic Task Force

School Boundary Lines Work Session.

Dr. Brenner led a large-group discussion with

school board members and demographic task

force members regarding possible boundary line

adjustments. This included input from David

Kuharenko, Assistant City Engineer; Alli Gregoire,

District Transportation Coordinator; and Roslyn

Mackenzie, Valley Bus Company. Highlights of

the large group discussion included:

e Bus routes will change and be added with
boundary line changes.

e Riderrequests generally set bus routes.

e Bussing may be requested in PowerSchool
during student registration.

e Siblings will follow siblings with the newly
proposed boundary changes.

Following Dr. Brenner’s presentation,
participants continued discussions in five small
groups.

Following the small-group discussions, each
group’s recorder reported on the main themes of
their discussion. These included:

e The newly proposed elementary boundary
lines are better, but still need work.

e Nobody likes relocatables, and if they must
be used, it must be only for a short term.

e The new middle school boundary lines make
sense and allow socioeconomic enrollment
to be shifted.

e Notconcerned about middle school feeder
school options.
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e Allsix high school principals like the new high
school boundary lines.

e Adding onto Century Elementary School to
relieve Kelly and Discovery elementary
schools’ enrollments could be a short-term
fix, but a new south-end elementary school is
a long-term fix.

e Communicating the boundary line changes
and long-term planning for a new south-end
elementary school sooner rather than later is
essential.

o Generally liked a five-year tapered shift to the
new high school boundary lines.

e Need to think about the available common
space in a school when talking about adding
onto Century Elementary School. These
areas, i.e., gymnasium, lunch room, library,
cannot accommodate a large influx of
students.

e Middle school students not having to cross
Demers Avenue is nice.

e District Administration is looking for space to
rent for preschool and early childhood
students.

Adjournment.

There being no further business, the meeting
adjourned at 8:04 pm.

APPROVED:

(Date)

Dave Berger, President

Brandon Baumbach, Business Manager
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