
2025 LEGISLTATTVE PLATFOR"IIi

Berea City 
school District is a member of the ohio school Boards

wHEREAS, the Ohio School Boards Association consistently advocates on behalf of its member school

districts with legislators in the State of Ohio, and

WHEREAS, part of that advocacy includes a "legislative platform" that is reviewed and amended each year

by OSBA member school districts, and

WHEREAS, school funding systems that rely heavily on local property taxes, create funding disparities that

disadvantage lower-wealth communities and challenge the equity of public education, and

WHEREAS, the Fair School Funding Plan (FSFP) offers an equitable and transparent funding model

grounded in actual educational costs and student needs, thereby addressing structurdl flaws in previous

funding systems, including an overreliance on property taxes, and

WHEREA9 regular updates and legislative commitment are necessary to ensure that the FSFP evolves with

changing student demographics, cost drivers, and economic conditions across Ohio's diverse school districts,

and

WHEREAT maintaining local control of education-including governance, budgeting, and

curriculum---ensures responsiveness to commUnity priorities and preserves democratic accountability in

public education governance.

wHEREAS, the
Association, and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, thE Befea Board of Education recommends the

following language be changed or added to the legislative platform:

Amend the overall description of the "Finance" section as follows in the Finance plank:

stable and adequate funding is essential to a sound educational system. osBA supports the Fair
scfrooi runaini Plan (FsFp) as a preferred system of providing adequate, equitable, and

oredictable fund-ino for ohio public schoots. The association believes that this is a constitutional
;esponsibility of th; Geneml Assembly, with oversight from the courts. The association pledges to
*oik with the governor and members of the General Assembly to improve and update the Fair

School Funding Plan or other comparable equitable funding system'

Add a new plank titled, "Fair School Funding Plan" in the Finance section:

ohio's Fair School Funding Plan (FSFP), developed through bipartisan collaboration
among educators, finance expefts, and legislators, aims to rectify longstanding - -

inequfries in the itate's schoil funding system. By employing a base cost methodology
grounded in student-teacher ratios, minimum staffing levels. and actual district
&penditures, the FSFP ensures that funding reflects the unique needs of each school
diitria, rhis ipproach promotes a transparint and equitable partne.ship betvYeen the
state and locai iommunities to support public education for all ohio students,

OSBA supports legislation that:

Allocates funding based on where students are educated, ensuring resources directly
support the schools they attend'



Implements an input-based funding model infomed by professional iudgment,
resirlting in a tailored per-Pupil base cost for each district.

Establishes a process for regularly updating the components and costs associated
with delivering a high-quality education.

Works to equalize funding by providing additional suPport to districts with limited
local reven ue-generati ng capacity.

Provides supplemental funds based on specific student needs and demographics,
including support for students with disabilities, English learne6, gifted students,
economiialli disadvantaged students, and those enrolled in career-technical
education programs'

Amends the "Base-formula amount" section as follows:

OSBA supports legislation that

Amend the "Categorical parity" section as follows:

OSBA supports legislation that

Establishes a process for determining and regularly updating all the components and

costs of a high-quality education in the Fair School Funding Plan as a preferred system of
funding.

Establishes that the state, in addition to determining and regularly updating the cost of a
high-quality educational program, must determine and regularly update the additional

co-rts neceisury to provide services to students with unique educational needs, such as

students who are economically disadvantaged, students with disabilities, English learners,
and students participating in career-technical education or gifted educational services'

Amend the "charter/community school funding" section as follows:

Full tmnsparenc.y of the costs of both public schools and charter/community schools dictates that the

flow of ta; dolb;s be accurately reflected. Any transfer of state tax dollars to charter/community

schools must be based on accurate enrollment information. The public school district of residence

,rrt U" irreaiut"ly notified when a student enrolls or withdraws from a charter/community school.

ihe egr€nt practiee ef deds€ting funding fer elartlrFeTmqllty eeheel ehildren frem
th€*ate+dd€ffYtd€+to+r3diti(@
€o{rf$iigE Stateiunding for charter/community schools must flow direcdy to the

ct artirlio-rrrnity school sponsor. Ail local dolla6 generated through local levies must remain with

the local taxing authority.

voteB must be assured that revenues raised through taxes will go direstly for the purposes stated-

voierjapproved tax funds generated for education purposes must be received and administered by

Iocally ;l;cted boards of eaucation and must be spent only for public education purposes'

OSBA opposes legislation that:

OSBA supports legislation that

. Effittt{rc Avoids a process of flow-through funding to charter/community schools'

Amend the "Diversion of voter-approved tax revenue" section as follows;



. Diverts voter-approved tax funds to another purpose without voter approval

. Reduces or eiiminates tax revenues from voter-approved levies which should be
received by locally elected boards of education.

. Forces school districts to return any revenues once received'

. Impedes locally elected boards of education from directing the proceeds of tax
revenues for the purposes the vote6 approved.

Amend the "school-funding factors" section as follows:

OSBA believes school-funding distribution formulas must be equitable and adequate across Ohiot
Jir"rse puUti. sctrool districts-' OSBA supports the Fair school Funding Pl-an (isFl) a!.a-
preferrlO system of providing adeqirite, equitable, and.predictable funding for ohio
irUfi" J"troirt". Scho6l fundin-g must refle6 differences in cost or need across students
and school districts'

OSBA supports legislation that

o Makes regular adjustments in school funding based on current operational costs,.needs of
students ;nd geographical challenges and funding capacity that exist among school

districts.

Amend the "Property tax relief" section as follows:

Ohiok overreliance on locnl property taxes to fund public education has and will continue to cause

fo.uf UrrO"niinO turdships'in iully'funding the education system until and unless the state of
otrio fufii funas public education from the state budget- when the state reduces its
in"estminfin public schools, local Property owners end up paying- more. or school
aist.icts are foiced to make iuts. Uinen the state portion of school funding increases,
schools are less reliant on local taxes, and the frequency and size of local property tax
levies decreases. OSBA therefore supports the full funding ofthe current costs to
educate students in Ohio from the state budget.

OSBA supports legislation that

. Increases property tax relief, while ensuring that all taxpayers pay a fair share of the cost of
oublic educition.

. Eliminates the overreliance on local property taxes.
o Enhances the Homestead Exemption Prbgram to provide additional financial assistance for

senior citizens.

OSBA opposes legislation that

. Achieves increased property tax relief from the existing funding for elementary and

secondary education.

Add a new plank titled "Local control" to the School Governance section:

Local control is a foundational principle of ohio's public educrtion system, enshrined in
Ute Onio nevlsea Code, which grants locally electad boards of education the authority to
Jeieimine poticies and procedires for thei; schools. This principle ensures that
.dr".tiona't a""i"ions r6flect the unique needs and values of each community'

Locally elected school boards are directly ?-ccountable-to their constituents and are best
oositi6neO to orovide responsive and fiscally responsible governance' Their autonomy
Enco-p.Ees'control over financial matters, curiicula, -personnel, school calendarc, and
eJucatl"niipriorities. Maintaining this local autho]ity is vital for fostering public trust
and ensurini the long-term stability of school districts.

OSBA suppofts legislation thatl
. A#irms thE authority of local school boards to make decisions regarding -

iurriculum, budgeting, staffing, and scheduling, within the framework of state
guidelines'

. iecognizes the capacity of local boards to address the distinct challenges and
piio.ities of mei. tbcal ;ommunities, whether urban, suburban, orrural'

. Lncourages innovation and continuous improvement through locally driven
initiatives and Programs.



. Ensures that local school boards have @ntrol ovel financial res€rves and the
aiscretion to determine the timing and amount of levies based on local
circumstanes.

osBA opposes legislation thatl--; -[il;rm6.ea 
ihe decision-making autho]itv of locally elected boards of education'

. i,iipos"i unrrnded mandates or-statewidd policies ahat do not account for local
contexts and needs'
i-J."itt. iuititv or bcal school boards to manage resources effectivelY and
respond to their communities.
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