PTA Minutes
Howe Elementary School Auditorium
March 12, 2025

Google Meet virtual meeting concurrent

Present: Greg Engle, Emily Balestriere, Aimee Danley, Tim Kellner, Liz Longo, Katy Thomas,
Matt Rizzutto, Jordan Backstrom, Elena Getz, Claudia Caruso, Belen Robertson-Cenzual, Rachel
Peabody, Kassie Wadsworth, Kalie Tomiczek, Alison McKown, Kari Maloney, Jen Webler, Jess
Robertson, Margeaux Everhart and Amy Grella.

Called to Order at 6:05pm
Approval of February Meeting Minutes - APPROVED unanimously

Officer Reports:
- Treasurer’s Report given by Tim Kellner.
- Account ending balance of $33,557.07, including PayPal.
- There were 13 deposits, 10 withdrawals, and approximately $3,480 in checks.

- Corresponding Secretary report given by Liz Longo.
- Shared a nice thank you the PTA received from Mrs. Lombardo regarding the
Hospitality Committe’s snack cart and supply drive.
- Mr. Rizzutto reported that Lost and Found had been sorted and organized after months of
being in the hallway for children to claim and will be donated at the end of the week.
- 1st Vice President report given by Emily Balestreire.
- On April 23 the PTA will host a working session for incoming and outgoing
chairs.
- It’s requested to bring a computer at that time.
- We are looking for solutions to the continued struggles in the Go Zone. Ideas are
needed to address the near constant issues.
- There was a lengthy discussion regarding an AMAZON PRIME PTA account
with no clear outcome yet.

Committee Reports:
- Inclusivity Committee report given by Belen Robertson-Cenzual
- Healthy Minds Fair will take place during Open House on May 15 with mental

health representatives from local organizations.
- NEW FUND REQUEST by Mrs Karbowski via Committee



- Requesting $380 for replacement items for sensory kits. This is usually
covered by the Healthy Mind Grant that we did not receive this year.
- APPROVED, Motion Katy Thomas, First by Amy Grella and Seconded
by Belen Robertson-Cenzual.
Read-A-Thon report given by Jen Webler
- Over $20,000 was raised by the school community and over 376,000 minutes
were read by students!
- Jen believes she will need a small increase in funds next year as more students
participate and more prizes are needed.
Howe’s Got Talent report given by Janet Slagel
- Considering a change of venue because Mellon may need the space next year.
Waiting to hear back from Mellon for a February date.
- Also need to come up with an appropriate way to decide how many programs to
print.
5th Grade Committee report given by Marissa Johnston via Emily Balestreire.
- All teachers are interested in participating in the sniff matt project!
-  NEW FUND REQUEST
- $175.32 to get the final supplies for the sniff mat project.
- APPROVED, motion by Amy Grella, first by Katy Thomas and
seconded by Emily Balestreire.
- Upcoming fundraisers:
- March 17 at Jersey Mikes, April 3 at Chick-fil-A
- There will be a fifth grade assembly on March 27 by Animal Friends.
Spirit Wear report given by Jennie Rahimzadeh and figures are copied below.
- Overall response is positive and that more spirit wear should be purchased to have
on hand for upcoming events.
-  NEW FUND REQUEST
- Not to exceed $350 for more spirit wear.
- APPROVED, motion by Kalie Tomiczek, first by Janet Slagel,
second by Greg Engle.
Hospitality Committee report given by Alison McKown and Kari Maloney
- Teacher appreciation week will take place from May 5-9 with a camping theme.
- Monday: trail mix bar
- Tuesday: luncheon
- Thursday: Coffee truck - Brew3d $490 cost
- Friday: bundt cakes from Nothing Bundt Cake (these are being donated
for free)
- Budget currently at $850.
-  NEW FUND REQUEST
- Not to exceed $250 for supplies



- APPROVED, motion by Katy Thomas, first by Liz Longo,
seconded by Jen Webler.
- Looking into the fall back to school luncheon will probably need to ask for
further funding depending on Panera’s pricing.
- STEAM Fair report given by Kari Wadsworth
- 60 groups scheduled to attend - in gym
- Mad Science will be in auditorium!
- Spelling Bee report given by Emily Balestreire
- One more person needed to volunteer.
- Jen Webler has offered to help!
- Bookworm Bingo report given by Emily Balestreire
- Jordan Backstrom has agreed to work with Emily next year.
- Broke even this year!
- Kindergarten Orientation report given by Emily Balestreire
- Would like to purchase keychains and stickers as welcome gifts for incoming
kindergartners. Expecting the cost to be around $220.
-  NEW FUND REQUEST
- Not to exceed $220 for supplies
- APPROVED, motion by Katy Thomas, first by Liz Longo,
seconded by Jen Webler.

NEW BUSINESS:

Slate for 2025/26 PTA Board was presented and voted in unanimously:

Position: Name:

President Emily Balestreire
Ist Vice President Greg Engle

2nd Vice President Roxana Colaiaco
Treasurer Amy Zierath

Recording Secretary Katy Thomas
Corresponding Secretary Liz Longo
Historian Amy Grella
3rd Vice President Matt Rizzutto

President, Vice President and Treasurer have full access to the bank account and have check
signing rights.

Meeting adjourned at 7:02pm by Greg Engle.



SPIRIT WEAR REPORT MARCH

Sold/Raffled at
Item Sale Price Beginning Bingo Remaining
Blue Skateboard T-
Shirt $23.00 7 4 3
Black Flame T-Shirt $23.00 8 5 3
Bule Star Howe T-
Shirt $23.00 6 2 4
PJ Pants $35.00 10 4 6
Gray Skate Sweatshirt $34.00 4 2 2
Tote Bags $10.00 75 29 46
Water Bottles $5.00 34 8 26
Stickers $2.00 26 11 15%

*Used stickers for 34 water bottles plus sold a few individually

March PTA Meeting Notes:

e Spirit Wear made $586 at Bingo + $200 on pre-sale tote bags
e Planning to sell remaining inventory at Open House and Family Reading Night
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Do we want to buy any extras for these in person sales?
= Skateboard and Flame Tshirts seem to be most popular, sweatshirts
are also popular but more expensive — 12 per item order minimums,
tshirts are $13.80, sweatshirts $24.62/$28.39

e [ooking forward to next year:
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Fall sale — better timing than this year

Delivering items to school for us to distribute — no shipping costs

Send home flyer in folders

Not going to sell stickers, PJ pants or Blue Star Tshirt

Add back in the “This is HOWE We Do It” Tshirt?

PTA will purchase some of our own stock for sales at Sunny Funny Fair —
Can someone confirm the date for SFF 2025?

Open to any other suggestions for next year’s sale



