
PTA Meeting Minutes 
Howe Elementary School Auditorium 
May 7th, 2025 | 6:00pm 
 
Google Meet virtual meeting concurrent  
 
Present: Emily Balestriere, Aimee Danley, Tim Kellner, Liz Longo, Katy Thomas, Matt 
Rizzutto, Jordan Backstrom, Catherine Redkin, Amy Zierath, Deb Barnes, Kalie Tomiczek 
 
Called to Order at 6:07pm 
 
Approval of APRIL Meeting Minutes - APPROVED unanimously 
 
NEW FUNDING REQUESTS:  

1. Mrs. Mader has requested $900 (approx. $1400 total cost) to purchase a new 3d printer to 
replace the two that have broken this year. She currently has $500 in the Makerspace 
budget that can be used as well.  

a. APPROVED 
i. Motion to approve made by Kalie Tomiczek and seconded by Jordan 

Backstrom. 
2. Emily Balestreire has requested $800 for the purchase of new folding tables for the 

PTA’s use.  
a. APPROVED 

i. Motion to approve made by Jen Webler and seconded by Liz Longo. 
Officer Reports: 

- Treasurer’s Report given by Tim Kellner. 
- Account ending balance of approximately $43,400 including Paypal balance. 
- Deposit of $16,995.62, checks paid in the amount of $4,075.31. 

- Mr. Rizzutto, 3rd VP thanks the PTA for an outstanding year and all of their hard work 
and support. 

- 1st Vice President report given by Emily Balestreire.  
- Teacher wish lists have begun to be purchased for all requests under $100. 

- 1st grade teacher requested umbrellas to be purchased at the doors for 
teachers to use during pick up in bad weather. These have already been 
purchased and used.  

- NEW FUNDING REQUEST: 
- Emily requests $4,500 to purchase the teacher’s larger requests, such as: 

chairs, tables, and rugs.  
a. APPROVED 

i. Motion by Jen Webler and seconded by Roxana Colaiaco. 



- Emily reports that PTA dues will remain the same for families this year, at $15. 
Teachers will need to pay $10 for a membership. They are also being gifted $75 
each for their classroom for the upcoming school year.  

- Paper Plate awards were given to Roxana Colaiaco and Liz Longo for their 
commitment and positive attitudes. 

- It has been decided that we will forego a PTA Amazon account at this time.  
- Emily has requested feedback from all who attended the April working meeting to 

make it more efficient for next year.  
- Lastly, graduating 5th grade parents were presented with books that were 

purchased by the PTA and donated in their honor. 
- Cyndi Benzel - The First Week of School by Drew Beckmeyer 
- Cristina Danley - Will the Pigeon Graduate by Mo Willems 
- Michelle Rowland - Be the Bus: the Lost & Profound Wisdom of the 

Pigeon by Mo Willems 
- Maggie Peak - We are Definitely Human by X. Fang 
- Lori Haller - The Dictionary Story by Oliver Jeffers 
- Tim Kellner - The Man who Didn't like Animals by Deborah  Underwood 
- Valerie Fleisher - Snail Crossing by Cory Tabor 
- Catherine Redkin - The Misadventures of Bob the Book by Gloria Koster 

 
Committee Reports: 

- Scholastic Book Fair report given by Jen Webler 
- BOGO event 
- Signups for volunteers are up and running! 

- Yearbook report given by Katy Thomas 
- Katy requests $400 (not to exceed) to purchase yearbooks for all classroom 

teachers - 19 books total.  
a. APPROVED: Aimee Danley motion to approve, Roxana Colaiaco 

seconded. 
- Family Reading Night report given by Katy Thomas 

- Signups are going well and volunteer sign-ups have been sent to families. 
- Betsy’s Ice Cream has been secured for the evening.  
- 20th anniversary event! Will have a birthday theme.  

- Field Day report given by Katie Worthy via Emily Balestreire 
- Katie requests $500 for an inflatable obstacle course and supplies for Mr. Kolling. 

a. APPROVED: Liz Longo motion to approve, Jordan Backstrom seconded.  
- Permission slips will be sent for parent approval of use of the inflatable course, as 

well as Rita’s ice. 
- Spirit Center report given by Marissa Johnston via Emily Balestreire 



- They recently had their last sale and ended the year with making $779. This 
amount will be used for the fifth grade pool party. 

- 5th Grade Committee report given by Marissa Johnston via Emily Balestreire 
-  There will be 4 food trucks for the last day of school: Vaya, BBQ, Auntie Anne’s, 
and a popsicle truck. 

- Spirit Wear report given by Jennie Rahimzadeh via Emily Balestreire 
-  There will be a table at Open House for merchandise. 

-  Healthy Minds report given by Amy Grella via Emily Balestreire 
-  Information went out to families.  
-  There will be several organizations at Open House: Outreach, Resolve, Mindful 
Matters. 

-  Bite of the World report given by Roxana Colaiaco 
        -  20 countries will be represented so far and 100 people have RSVP'd. 
        - Roxana has requested $250 for supplies for each country represented. 

a. APPROVED: Motion by Jen Webler, seconded by Amy Zierath. 
- Kindergarten Orientation report given by Emily Balestreire 

- Friday is the day! Gift bags are created and volunteers and snacks are ready.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

- Motion to approve new Audit Committee made by Tim Kellner, seconded by Amy 
Zierath. 

- APPROVED. 
- Budget for 2025/2026 has been finalized and posted to the PTA’s website. 

- All committees who requested additional funds were approved.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:42pm by Emily Balestreire 
 


