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Quote: "There's no such thing as the unknown -- only things temporarily hidden, temporarily not understood"- Captain 
James T. Kirk 

Overview (p. 10, Course and Exam Description) 
AP Research, the second course in the AP Capstone experience, allows students to deeply explore an academic topic, problem, 

issue, or idea of individual interest. Students design, plan, and implement a yearlong investigation to address a research question. 

Through this inquiry, they further the skills they acquired in the AP Seminar course by learning research methodology, employing 

ethical research practices, and accessing, analyzing, and synthesizing information. Students reflect on their skill development, 

document their processes, and curate the artifacts of their scholarly work through a process and reflection portfolio. The course 

culminates in an academic paper of 4,000-5,000 words (accompanied by a performance, exhibit, or product where applicable) and 

a presentation with an oral defense. 

Course Textbooks and Supplemental Resources 

• Practical Research: Planning and Design. (10th ed.). New York: Pearson.

• Research Methods: Design and Analysis. (12th ed.). New York: Pearson.

• The Craft of Research. (4th ed.). Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. • Bedford Researcher (6th ed.). Boston,

MA: Bedford/St. Martins.

• The Basics of Social Research (2014). Belmont, CA: Thomson/Wadsworth.

• AP Capstone Research Course and Exam Description (2020) New York: College Board.

• AP Research Workshop Handbook and Resources (2017). New York: College Board.• Various articles and 

academic resources for specific lessons.





AP Research Syllabus, (adapted from AP Syllabus 2017, Emily Lott) 

Student Assessments and Class Grade Distribution ➔ AP Research Reading: 1st Week of June

➔ AP Research Score Release: Est. July

The College Board Score Breakdown 

AP Research Assessment Score Distribution 

Classroom Grade Breakdown 
Element Percentage 

Academic Paper 75% of score 

Presentation and Oral Defense 25% of score 

Academic Paper (4,000-5,000 words) required elements: 

□ Introduction

□ Method, Process, or Approach

□ Results, Product, or Findings

□ Discussion, Analysis, and/or Evaluation

□ Conclusion and Future Directions

□ Bibliography

Presentation and Oral Defense requirements: 

□ Presentation of the student's inquiry process

(research question/project goal, method/process, and
conclusions) 

□ Presentation may be any appropriate format as long as

the presentation reflects the depth of the student's
research 

□ Concise responses to three or four questions posed by

a panel of three evaluators

□ Oral defense questions focus on student's research or

inquiry process, depth of understanding, and
reflection through the inquiry process 

□ Presentation and oral defense should take no longer

than 20 minutes total

□ Content that extends past the 20 minute mark will not be

considered for official scoring purposes

Element 

Completion Grades 30% 

Process and Reflection Portfolio Grades (PReP) 30% 

Graded Assignments 40% 

Percentage 



Classroom Grade Breakdown 

Key Deadlines regarding AP Research Score 
➔ Topic/Research Question Due: Sept 3

➔ Source Matrix Annotated Bib: Sept 23

➔ Intro/Lit Review Draft Oct 21st

➔ Research Proposal/IPF: Nov 7th

➔ Paperwork required by IRB:  Nov 11th

➔ Methods Draft: Dec 16th 

➔ Results/Analysis Draft: March 3rd

➔ Full Paper Draft: March 31st

➔ Presentation and Oral Defense: April 21st-25th

➔ Paper Submission: April 28th

Note: Deadlines may be adjusted by the teacher. 

Completion Grades 

□ Summary and analysis of research-based articles and

academic paper student mentor texts to situate inquiry
within the current body of knowledge and develop 
composition style 

□ Analysis and critique of TED Talks and student presentations

as models of effective design, delivery, and performance
techniques 

□ Weekly Reflections w/Teacher conference annotations (CR4b

PReP Elements: (CR4a) 

□ Completed/approved inquiry proposal form AND IRB

□ Peer feedback given to other students

□ If applicable: Documentation or log of the student's

interaction with expert adviser(s)

□ Feedback received from peer and adult reviewers both in

the initial stages and at key points along the inquiry process Graded 
Assignments: 

□ Annotated Bibliography

□ 40 Source Matrix

□ Inquiry/IRS Proposal Form (CR3)

□ Class Presentations

□ AP Research Digital Portfolio Submission*

□ AP Research FAQ/Top Ten

□ AP Showcase Research Poster

Various other assessments: peer review/feedback quality,

reformatting a sample table/figure to meet APA or other 

style requirements, quizzes about different types of 

methods, data analysis, style, sample paper scoring, etc. 







AP Research Year-Long Framework 

Unit Title Weeks of Academic Calendar Details for Parents and Students 

Unit 1: Developing Weeks 1-4 (08.09.21-09.03.21) This is the introduction to the research process. We will discuss the difference between Seminar 

Research Essentials and Research. Students will delve deep into a very specific topic to determine a gap and develop 

an initial research question. Students will review the paper rubric and practice scoring a variety of 
sample papers. Students will be frustrated. As in Seminar, I can only provide support. While you 

can also provide support, it's not acceptable for you or any adult to give them specific help with 

their project. Encourage students to look for an expert advisor so they can gain support from them. 

Unit 2: Introduction In this unit, students will be performing their literature review to gain much more knowledge about 

Element in the Academic Weeks 5-8 (09.08.21-9-29.21 ) their narrowed topic. They should recognize how their research can influence their discipline. By 

Introduction/Lit Review due 
the end of week 8, they should have a good rough draft of their literature review, approximately 

Paper 1,000 words in length. 

10.7.21 

Unit 3: Methods and Weeks 9-15 (9.30.21-12.17.21) 
The difference between Seminar and Research is that students need to develop a research design 

Research Designs 
and methods of collecting data that align with their discipline conventions, are practical to complete 
in approximately 4 months, and can be completed ethically. It is your student's responsibility to 

Research Proposal and I RB 
gain access to any equipment/materials and funding required, but I ask that you notify me prior to 

purchasing any items. During this time they will also complete their research proposal which will 

due 11.28.21 require my approval. Along with the research proposal, all students will undergo an Institutional 

1 week for IRB approval Data 
Review Board (IRB) process to ensure that all research is completed in an ethical manner. Should 
the student want to publish their paper, this IRB process is required. 

collection ok after RP and I RB 

are approved wino rev. 

Unit 4: Introduction to Weeks 16-22 By the start of this unit, students should have their data/information collected. The skills learned in 
this unit will be new to many of the students. They will learn how to analyze the data/information 

Final Paper Academic (1.07.2020-01.31.2020) and begin to organize it into their academic paper. 

Element 

Unit 5: Composition of Weeks 23-26 Students will need to be very disciplined through Units 5 and 6. They will be completing their 
analysis, conclusions, and future directions for the discipline. 

Academic Paper F inal (2.03.2020-02.28.2020) 

Elements 

AP R esearch Syllabus, (adapted from AP Syllabus 2017, Emily Lott) 








































