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Philosophy & Mission Statements 
 
 
Philosophy: 
Art is a universal language bridging time, culture, and national barriers. It continually reflects and preserves 
society. Art education is a discipline in which a student actively participates intellectually, emotionally, socially, 
and aesthetically. It is an integral part of the core curriculum and has a fundamental presence in all curricular 
areas. 
 
The growth and development of each individual is enriched through art education since it celebrates uniqueness, 
self-expression, and diversity. Art education and production encourage critical thinking and creative problem-
solving skills. It provides a means for appreciating and respecting ourselves and others. 
 
Art instruction helps children with the development of motor and language skills, social-emotional learning 
(SEL), decision-making, risk-taking, and inventiveness. Teaching through the arts can present difficult concepts 
visually, making them easier to understand. Integrating art with other disciplines reaches students who might 
not otherwise be engaged in classwork. Art experiences enhance student concentration and observation. The arts 
provide challenges for learners at all levels. Art education connects students with their own culture, as well as 
with the broader global community. 
 
 
 
Mission Statement: 
 
The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District will support, develop, and expand quality art instruction at 
all levels. To maximize student success, the district will support art educators and classroom teachers in 
ongoing professional development. 
 
The FNSBSD Art Curriculum will include: 

• Classroom opportunities appropriate to students’ intellectual and physical levels. 
• Art lessons that reflect historical, multicultural, and community respect. 
• A positive climate to encourage exploration and reflection. 
• Opportunities to promote and recognize students’ intellectual and artistic development. 
• Transferable knowledge and skills that provide for future growth and development. 
• Links from visual arts to other disciplines. 
• Technological resources and support. 
• Opportunities to share student work at local, state, and national levels. 
• Support for student instruction with ongoing professional development for teachers.
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Elementary Art Program 
 

The elementary art program is a system of instruction and support that has evolved since the program 
began in 1981. At the heart of all the components is this document, the curriculum, which represents 
a comprehensive approach to art education and reflects the Alaska Content Standards in the Arts. 
Aspects of this program are changing to adapt with current trends in education. FNSBSD continues to 
offer a selection of art kits and digital lessons as well as suggested resources to support our general 
education teachers in high quality arts education.  This is an ongoing process. Our goal is to create a 
rich evolving body of material for art instruction, encouraging teachers to add to the basket. 
 
The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District Art Curriculum is comprised of: 
 
1. Written Curriculum 

This document outlines what teachers at each grade level should strive to teach their students. 
The elementary written curriculum is divided into three sections according to student actions: 
Producing Art; Reflecting on Art Critically; and Perceiving Art from a Contemporary, Historic, 
and Aesthetic Perspective. These, in turn, directly reflect the Alaska State Standards expectation 
that all students will have some instruction in art production, historical/contemporary studies, 
art criticism, and the consideration of the beauty and meaning of art. 

 
2. Art Kits 

There are a limited number of art kits available for check out through Library Media Services. 
Some art lessons include a kit of materials as well as a lesson plan, and some lesson plans are a 
digital download without  provided materials. 

 
3. Grade-Level Artists and Biographies 

Every grade level has been assigned artists. These selections were made in the early 1990s and 
then reviewed in 2021. They were selected considering student age and interests, social studies 
themes, and a historical, multicultural, and gender-based overview.  Artists’ names and their 
biographies are listed in the curriculum. They are organized by grade level. 

 
The above components combine to make the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District Art 
Curriculum. Through this approach, we have been successful in training teachers and assuring a 
quality art program for our students. 
 

Thank you for the wonderful time you had with us. 
~ Young Student to Art Teacher 
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Elements of Art by Grade Level 
Building Blocks of Visual Art 

 
Line Line is the path of a point moving through space. Types of line can 

include actual, implied, vertical, horizontal, diagonal, and contour 
lines. 
 
K     Find a variety of lines and name them. 
1     Recognize different lines and name them. 
2     Name lines found in the classroom and in art. 
3     Find the lines at the edge of shapes. 
4     Recognize contour lines in drawings. 
5     Distinguish between contour line, outline, and sketching. 

Shape When lines meet, shapes are formed. Shapes are flat. Some shapes are 
geometric such as squares, circles, triangles, rectangles, and ovals. 
Other shapes are organic or irregular. 
 
K     Recognize a circle, square, triangle, rectangle, and oval. 
1     Find basic geometric shapes and name them. 
2     Recognize the difference between geometric and organic shapes. 
3     Distinguish between shape, (2-dimensional) and form (3-dimensional). 
4     Locate and differentiate between circle/sphere, square/cube, 

triangle/cone, and rectangle/cylinder. 
5     Differentiate between a variety of shapes and forms in art. 

Form Form has three dimensions: length, width, depth; and resides in space. 
Form may be an actual object having volume or implied on a 2D 
surface with the use of light and shading techniques. 
 
K     Begin to recognize the difference between flat and not flat. 
1      Recognize the difference between flat and not flat. 
2      Recognize the difference between geometric and organic forms. 
3      Distinguish between shape (2-dimensional) and form (3-dimensional). 
4      Locate and differentiate between circle/sphere, square/cube, 

triangle/cone, and rectangle/cylinder. 
5      Distinguish between a variety of forms in art. 
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Color Color is derived from reflected light. The color wheel shows the 
chromatic scale and demonstrates three properties: 

1. hue, the name of the color (determined by the dominant wave 
length); 

2. intensity, or the purity and strength of the color defined as brightness 
or dullness; and 

3. value, the lightness or darkness of the color. 
 
K     Recognize primary colors. 
1      Recognize primary and secondary colors. 
2      Recognize primary and secondary colors. 
3      Distinguish between and recognize warm, cool, and neutral colors. 
4      Recognize intensity changes through use of complementary colors. 
5      Identify primary, secondary, complementary, warm, cool, and neutral 

colors; begin to recognize monochromatic color schemes including 
value, tint, and tone. 

 

Value Value refers to lightness or darkness. Value depends on how much light 
a surface reflects and is one of the three properties of color. 
 
K     Discern between light and dark in the same colors. 
1      Begin to recognize neutral tones. 
2      Find colors in a piece of art that shows light and dark values. 
3      Recognize that a painting may use many values (light/dark) of one 

color. 
4      Understand how values change through use of black and white; 

recognize different values of light/dark. 
5      Identify examples of monochromatic color schemes. 

Texture Texture appeals to sense of touch, either actual or implied. 
 
K     Find actual or visual texture in art and invent descriptive words. 
1      Find actual or visual texture in art and invent descriptive words. 
2      Use texture words when discussing art. 
3      Differentiate between pieces of art that use actual and visual (implied) 

texture. 
4      Experience an actual texture and differentiate from visual (implied) 

examples of that texture. 
5      Experience an actual texture and differentiate from visual (implied) 

examples of that texture. 
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Space Space refers to 1) the area in which art is organized, and 2) an area 
showing depth or perspective. Space can be two-dimensional (2-D), 
three-dimensional (3-D), negative, and/or positive. 
 
K     Look at art reproductions and discuss what looks closer; be aware of 

near and far. 
1      Find overlapping objects and discuss what looks closer and why. 
2      Recognize that objects appear closer when placed lower on a page 

(placement); recognize that closer objects can appear larger (relative 
size); begin to recognize the concept of foreground and background. 

3      Recognize that large spaces can be created within small confines; 
recognize concepts of overlapping, relative size (scale), page 
placement, and foreground/background as means to show perspective. 

4      Begin to recognize positive and negative space; distinguish the degree 
of detail in the foreground is a way of showing perspective (detail); 
recognize foreground/ background, overlapping, intersecting, size, and 
placement as perspective tools. 

5      Identify positive and negative space; use perspective terms including 
placement, overlapping, intersecting, size/scale, 
foreground/background, and detail when discussing art; begin to 
recognize that color intensity implies depth. 

 
 
 
 

An educated mind without an educated heart is no education at all. 
I think the arts are for educating the heart. 

~ Celeste Hart 
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Principles of Art by Grade Level 
Use or arrangement of the building blocks of visual art 

 
Balance Balance is a sense of stability in an artwork. There are three kinds of 

balance: symmetrical (formal), asymmetrical (informal), and radial. 
 
K     Discuss if an artwork looks or feels balanced. 
1      Discuss if an artwork looks or feels balanced. 
2      Relate geometry and bilateral symmetry in a work of art. 
3      Recognize radial symmetry and find it in nature and in art. 
4      Continue to recognize symmetry and radial design in works of art; 

consider if a work of art is (feels) balanced. 
5      Identify examples of visual balance in art. 

Contrast Contrast emphasizes the differences in the elements of art used in a 
work of art (refers to distinctive compositional areas created by the 
arrangement of the elements of art). 
 
K     Identify different areas in a piece of art. 
1      Identify and discuss different areas in a piece of art. 
2      Discuss different areas in a piece of art and identify how they are 

different. 
3      Identify different areas in art using the words dark, light, smooth, and 

textured. 
4      Identify different areas in art using the words dark, light, smooth, 

textured, color variations, and types of lines and shapes. 
5      Identify different areas in art using the words dark, light, smooth, 

textured, color variations, types of lines and shapes, and mood 
changes. 

Emphasis Emphasis refers to developing points of interest that pull the viewer’s 
eye to important parts of the artwork. 
 
K     Discuss the most important area is in an artwork. 
1      Discuss where the most important area is in an artwork. 
2      Identify the focal point or center of interest in a work of art. 
3      Identify the focal point or center of interest in a work of art. 
4      Identify the focal point or center of interest in a work of art. 
5      Find and identify examples of focal point (i.e., visual accent or stress) 

in a work of art. 
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Rhythm/ 
Pattern 

Rhythm/pattern refers to the repetition or recurrence of a design 
element, exact or varied, which establishes a visual beat. 
 
K     Look for repetition in art and use the word “pattern.” 
1      Find rhythmic patterns in art and invent descriptive words to describe 

them. 
2      Look for expanding and contracting patterns. 
3      Recognize that repetition creates the visual illusion of rhythm. 
4      Look for patterns and patterns created through negative space. 
5      Recognize how rhythm and patterns can be created through color, line, 

shape, and form. 

Proportion/ 
Scale 

Proportion is the size relationship of parts to a whole and is within an 
object. Scale is the size/weight relationships between shapes/forms and 
compares different objects. 
 
K     Compare size of objects in an artwork as an introduction to scale. 
1      Compare size of forms and objects within art as an introduction to 

scale. 
2      Compare the relative sizes of objects or people as an introduction to 

scale. 
3      Look at an object and compare the relationship of one part to another 

and to the whole as an introduction to proportion. 
4      Begin to learn body proportions and vocabulary. 
5      Continue to learn body proportions and vocabulary. 

Movement Movement refers to the suggestion of motion through the intentional 
use of various elements of art. Movement adds excitement by showing 
action and directing the viewer’s eye through the artwork. 
 
K     Look for the suggestion of motion in art. 
1      Look for the suggestion of motion in art. 
2      Describe how movement is shown in a work of art. 
3      Find examples of movement in art and compare and contrast the 

artists’ techniques. 
4      Find examples of movement in art and compare and contrast the 

artists’ techniques. 
5      Find examples of movement in art and compare and contrast the 

artists’ techniques. 
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Unity Unity is the appearance of oneness. 
 
K     Discuss whether an artwork seems complete. 
1      Discuss whether an artwork seems complete. 
2      Discuss whether an artwork seems complete. 
3      Discuss whether a work of art seems complete or unified. 
4      Discuss whether a work of art seems complete or unified. 
5      Discuss whether a work of art seems complete or unified. 

 
 
 

The idea that you can educate young people in a meaningful way 
without music and art is simply absurd. 

~ James D. Wolfensohn
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K
indergarten 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

K
indergarten students w

ill continue to be introduced to beginning art concepts and vocabulary, and use a broad range of both 3D
 and 3D

 art 
m

aterials and techniques. A
ll young students believe they are artists and they w

ill be encouraged to m
aintain that confidence w

hile they enjoy the 
diverse, exciting, and fulfilling art processes. They w

ill be encouraged to express them
selves through various art lessons and to creatively tell their 

ow
n stories through art.  

 
 

 
 

K
indergarteners w

ill: 
• A

pply im
agination and creativity to their art. 

• Learn to find relationships betw
een art and the w

orld beyond the classroom
. 

• Seek solutions to art problem
s and questions. 

• Exhibit self-discipline w
hen w

orking as an artist. 
• Learn to respect the w

orking and thinking space of others. 
• W

ork individually and collaboratively. 
• Learn to care for tools and m

aterials. 
• U

se tools safely. 
• Enjoy the process w

hile learning how
 to use m

aterials and tools w
ith ow

n ideas. 
• Finish w

ork and share w
ith others developing pride as “an artist.” 

• D
em

onstrate personal responsibility through the care, safe use, and clean up of tools, m
aterials, and equipm

ent. 
 Suggested R

esources: 
• Project A

rticulate 
• See the appendix for: 
o D

igital lesson plans 
o A

dditional resources 
To view

 appendix item
s listed above, login to G

oogle D
rive w

ith your district login credentials.  If parents or anyone from
 the public w

ould 
like to view

 these docum
ents, contact Teaching and Learning at (907) 452-2000 ext. 11422 or teachingandlearning@

k12northstar.org.  
V

ocabulary: 
A

rtist 
Circle 
Color 

H
orizontal  

Line 
M

ovem
ent 

O
verlap 

Prim
ary Colors 

Rectangle  

Rhythm
 

Sculpture 
Secondary Colors 

Shape  
Space 
Square 

Subject 
Texture 
Triangle  
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D
raw

ing 
O

val 
Reproduction 

Self-portrait 
Style  

V
ertical 

Section I: G
rade Level A

rtists 
 

G
rade Level A

rtists 
(R

equired) 

N
am

e 
D

ate of Birth/ 
D

ate of D
eath 

Education/ Training 
C

ategory 
Biography 

D
ixie A

lexander 
 

 
• A

laska N
ative artist 

• A
thabascan bead 

w
orker 

D
ixie is an educator, artist, bead w

orker and a cultural 
bearer of her G

w
ich’in A

thabascan traditions. She w
as 

raised in Ft. Y
ukon in a traditional lifestyle. H

er w
orks of 

art can be seen at the M
useum

 of the N
orth in Fairbanks, 

A
laska, and in W

ashington, D
.C. at the Sm

ithsonian. 
D

ixie w
as hired in 2011 as the D

irector of Cultural 
Program

s at the M
orris Thom

pson Cultural and V
isitors 

Center, “teaching (others) an appreciation for our w
ay of 

life.” 
Bill Berry 

1926-1979 
 

• A
laskan illustrator and 

painter 
Berry w

as born in California, but spent m
ost of his life in 

A
laska. H

e is m
ost know

n for his realistic w
ildlife 

sketches and fanciful art. H
e illustrated children’s books 

and painted w
all m

urals. A
n exam

ple of his m
ural 

painting is A
n A

laskan Fairy Tale installed at the N
oel 

W
ien Library in Fairbanks. 

H
enry M

oore 
1898-1986 

Royal College of A
rt 

• British sculptor 
M

oore w
as born and spent m

ost of his w
orking life in 

England. H
e is m

ost know
n for his large stylized 

sculptures of hum
an figures in relaxed or reclining poses. 

H
is w

ork resides in public spaces around the w
orld and 

sculpture gardens at prom
inent international m

useum
s. 
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N
am

e 
D

ate of Birth/ 
D

ate of D
eath 

Education/ Training 
C

ategory 
Biography 

H
annah Solom

on 
1908-2011 

 
• A

laska N
ative A

rtist  
• G

w
ich’in A

thabascan 
bead w

orker 

H
annah w

as born near the border of Canada in the 
village of O

ld Ram
part, and died only three w

eeks short 
of her 103rd birthday. A

s a child, she learned to bead 
from

 her m
other, Eliza, and becam

e a m
aster bead 

w
orker into adulthood. She w

as w
illing to teach her 

craftsm
anship of sew

ing beads and sew
ing skins and furs 

to anyone w
ho w

as interested in learning. 
 H

annah w
as an artist know

n for her bead w
ork in the 

style of the G
w

ich’in A
thabascan tradition. Sam

ples of 
her artw

ork can be found in m
useum

s and private 
collections throughout the state and the country. H

er 
beadw

ork and baby belts can be found in m
any places 

such as the U
A

 M
useum

 of the N
orth, the D

oyon 
Lim

ited office, A
laska N

ative M
edical Center in 

A
nchorage, the Rasm

uson M
useum

 in A
nchorage, and 

the Sm
ithsonian Institution in W

ashington, D
.C. 

D
elores Sloan 

1938-2023 
 

• A
laska N

ative artist 
• G

w
ich’in A

thabascan 
beadw

orker 

D
elores Sloan is a G

w
ich’in A

thabascan Bead W
orker. 

She w
as born and raised in Fort Y

ukon, A
laska, the 

fifteenth of sixteen children. H
er m

other, Fanny Carroll, 
taught her bead w

ork and skin sew
ing w

hen she w
as a 

little girl. H
er father w

as a trapper and an ow
ner of Fort 

Y
ukon’s trading post. A

s an adult, D
elores’ handiw

ork 
skills w

ere so revered that she w
as asked to share her 

know
ledge of beadw

ork and A
thabascan tradition. She 

w
orked for the Fairbanks N

orth Star Borough School 
D

istrict for ten years teaching in the A
laska Indian 

Education Program
, and also traveled to schools in the 

Bering Straits region. She w
orked in the schools teaching 

children how
 to sew

 beads onto leather in the traditional 
G

w
ich’in style. 
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N
am

e 
D

ate of Birth/ 
D

ate of D
eath 

Education/ Training 
C

ategory 
Biography 

D
elores Sloan 

continued…
 

 
 

 
D

elores’ beaded artw
ork can be view

ed in venues such as 
the U

niversity of A
laska Fairbanks, the Sm

ithsonian in 
W

ashington, D
.C., the A

nchorage H
eritage Center, Ted 

Stevens A
nchorage International A

irport, and at the 
Elm

endorf A
ir Force Base. In 1984, she beaded a stole 

for Pope John Paul II w
hen he visited A

laska and it is 
now

 displayed in the V
atican M

useum
 in Rom

e, Italy. 
 D

elores is know
n for beading beautiful baby belts, also 

know
n as baby straps. She has m

ade 32 in her lifetim
e, 

and began m
aking them

 in 1979. They are five-foot long 
straps originally m

ade of m
oose hide w

ith traditional 
beaded designs. They are traditional A

thabascan baby 
carriers w

orn over the back and shoulders w
ith the baby 

snuggly sw
addled on its m

other’s back. A
ccording to 

G
w

ich’in culture, baby belts w
ere m

ade by the 
grandm

others as a w
ay of saying “w

elcom
e into our rich 

culture,” to give a baby beadw
ork. 

V
incent V

an G
ogh 

1853-1890 
 

• D
utch Im

pressionist 
painter 

V
an G

ogh w
as born in H

olland, but spent m
ost of his 

w
orking life in France. H

e is m
ost know

n for vibrant, 
bold-colored paintings of flow

ers (especially sunflow
ers) 

and his m
any self-portraits. V

an G
ogh’s w

ork is 
displayed in virtually every notable m

odern m
useum

 in 
the w

orld. 
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Section II: Producing A
rt 

This is experiencing the processes of art; it is the act of solving problem
s. 

 

D
raw

ing 
is the portrayal of an ideas using line and/or tone. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 
• Practice draw

ing using a variety of tools. 
• Explore m

any different lines w
hen draw

ing. 
• D

raw
 using sim

ple shapes and nam
e them

. 
• Show

 near and far in draw
ings. 

• Explore texture in draw
ings through rubbings, 

patterning, shading, etc. 
• W

ork on horizontal and vertical form
ats. 

• D
raw

 story pictures and share them
, telling about 

the details. 

• Pencil, pen, eraser 
• M

arkers 
• Crayons 
• O

il pastels 
• Colored pencils 
• Charcoal, chalk 

• M
.C. Escher 

• Jaim
e Sm

ith (local 
cartoonist) 

• Chad Carpenter (local 
cartoonist) 

• Bridget Riley 
• Claire Fejes   
• Florence N

upok 
M

alew
otkuk (Siberian 

Y
upik) 

• Introduction to the A
rt 

Elem
ent Line, Part 1 (Art 

Tango) 
• The A

rt Elem
ent Line, Part 2 

(Art Tango) 
• The A

rt Elem
ent Shape, Part 

3 – U
sing Shapes and Lines 

to Create no-O
bjective A

rt 
(Art Tango) 

• Looking at Trees and Finding 
Lines (Art Tango) 

• A
 Parade of Thankful 

Turkeys (Art Tango) 
• Self Portrait, Part 1 – 

Children in A
rt (Art Tango) 

• Self Portrait, Part 2 – 
Com

pleting O
ur Self Portrait 

(Art Tango) 
• Cool Curvy Lines and W

arm
 

A
ngular Lines, Part 1 (Art 

Tango) 
• Cool Curvy Lines &

 W
arm

 
A

ngular Lines, Part 2 (Art 
Tango) 
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Painting 
is the application of paint to a surface. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 
• Be introduced to different types of paint (e.g., 

fingerpaint, tem
pera, tem

pera blocks, w
atercolor, 

painting crayons). 
• Paint w

ith a variety of tools (e.g., brushes, fingers, 
sponges, pieces of board). 

• Paint on a variety of sm
ooth or rough surfaces 

(e.g., papers, board, cardboard, cloth) of different 
shapes and sizes. 

• Explore color m
ixing, learn w

ords prim
ary and 

secondary, and try m
ixing prim

ary colors to m
ake 

secondary. 
• D

istinguish betw
een light and dark in the sam

e 
color fam

ily. 
• Identify colors by nam

e and tell if they seem
 to be 

happy, sad, quiet, angry, hot, cold, etc. 

• W
atercolors 

• Fingerpaint 
• Tem

pera paint 
• Painting crayons 
• W

ashable tem
pera cakes 

• V
ariety of tools 

• Bill Berry 
• V

incent V
an G

ogh 
• Janet Fish 
• Crystal K

aakeeyaa W
orl 

• Sonia D
elaunay 

• Edvard M
unch 

• Roy Lichtenstein 
• A

lm
a Thom

as 
• Jean-M

ichel Basquiat 
• Frida K

ahlo 
• Jill Richie (local) 
• Claire Fejes 

• Color Critters (Project 
ARTiculate) 

• Landscapes w
ith D

avid 
M

ollett (Project ARTiculate) 
• Love Those A

nem
ones 

(Project ARTiculate) 
• Sunflow

ers (Project 
ARTiculate) 

• V
incent V

an G
ogh Self-

Portraits (Project 
ARTiculate) 

• A
 Snow

m
an, Part 1 (Art 

Tango) 
• Texture Painting, Part 1 (Art 

Tango) 
 

Printm
aking 

is the act that transfers an im
age, often w

ith m
ultiple copies. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 
• Create patterns by stam

ping w
ith objects. 

• M
ake a m

onoprint by m
aking a print from

 a w
et 

painting. 
• M

ake rubbings of different textures. 
• M

ake a dried glue line print. 
• M

ake three or m
ore identical prints. 

• Found objects 
• Sponges 
• Stam

ps 
• Ink 
• Paint 
• Stam

p pad 
• Brayers and rollers 
• G

lue 

• Elizabeth Catlett 
• K

athe K
ollw

itz 
• Sam

ella Lew
is 

• D
elita M

artin 
• Caledonia Curry 
• Benjie Torrado Cabrera 
• Favianna Rodriguez 

• Shape-K
a-Bobs (Project 

ARTiculate) 
• Printing a Piece of U

seful A
rt (Art 

Tango) 
• Printed Fall Trees (Kinder Art) 
• Texture and the W

orld A
round 

Y
ou (Kinder Art) 

• Styrofoam
 Prints (Kinder Art) 

• Fruit and V
egetable Prints (Kinder 

Art) 
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M
ixed M

edia 
is the com

bination of different m
aterials. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 
• Com

bine tw
o or m

ore m
aterials (e.g., paper, 

string). 
• M

ake a collage that has different textures. 
• Plan a picture about them

selves or their fam
ilies 

using tw
o or m

ore m
aterials. 

• M
ake a sym

m
etrical m

ask using tw
o or m

ore 
m

aterials. 
• U

se basic draw
ing program

 to create and overlap 
shapes adding texture. 

• U
se scraps of fabric to create a picture. 

• M
agazines 

• Calendars 
• Fabric, felt, yarn 
• Craft m

aterials (e.g., 
beads, feathers) 

• V
ariety of paper 

• D
ixie A

lexander 
• H

annah Solom
on 

• D
elores Sloan 

• Ellen G
allagher 

• A
m

anda 
Phingbodhipakkiya 

• M
arilyn N

ance 
• Edm

onia Lew
is 

• M
eta V

aux W
arrick Fuller 

• N
jideka A

kunyili Crosby 
• Tam

m
y H

olland (local &
 

N
ative) 

• Teri Rofkar (Tlingit) 

• A
thabascan M

ittens (Project 
ARTiculate) 

• Introduction to the A
rt 

Elem
ent Shape, Part 1 (Art 

Tango) 
• The A

rt Elem
ent Shape, Part 2 

(Art Tango) 
• A

 Snow
m

an, Part 2 (Art 
Tango) 

• Texture Paining, Part 2 (Art 
Tango) 

 

Sculpture 
is the creation of form

s that fill space or three dim
ensions (3D

). 
Students w

ill: 
M

aterials 
Suggested A

rtists 
Lessons &

 R
esources 

• Explore various m
aterials to create form

s in space. 
• Be able to differentiate betw

een flat and not flat. 
• U

se w
ord sculpture w

hen talking about 3D
 art. 

• M
anipulate clay or dough. 

• Texture patterns to the soft form
s. 

• U
se found objects to create a sculpture. 

• M
ake a self-portrait using com

binations of 
m

aterials. 

• Clay 
• M

odeling dough 
• Paper 
• W

ire pipe cleaners 
• Clay tools 
• W

ood 
• Fabric and yarn 
• Found objects 

• H
enry M

oore 
• Christo and Jeanne Claude 
• V

alerie M
aynard 

• Y
ayoi K

usam
a 

• Tyree G
uyton 

• Juan Q
uezada 

• Loiuse N
evelson 

• Law
rence Jam

es Beck 
• D

iane D
idi Rojas 

• Cheryl Eve A
costa 

H
enry M

oore Sculpture 
(Project ARTiculate)  
Creating Paper M

ask (Art 
Tango) 
W

orking w
ith Form

, M
aking 

Play D
ough Pinch Pots (Art 

Tango) 
Coil Pots (K

inder Art) 
Bean M

osaics (K
inder Art) 

Paper A
m

usem
ent Parks 

(K
inder Art) 
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K
its A

vailable Through D
estiny 

(See instructions here.) 
Lessons w

ith K
its  

(D
igital lessons available.) 

Lessons W
ithout K

its 

• A
nem

ones A
rt K

it 
• Busy Bee H

elpers A
rt K

it 
• Color Critters A

rt K
it 

• M
oore, H

enry: Figure Sculptures A
rt K

it 
• A

thabascan Regalia : [kit]. D
entalia H

eadbands (Lesson 1 of 3), 
Patterned N

ecklaces (Lesson 2 of 3), and Baby Belts (Lesson 3 of 3) 

• Children’s D
ay K

oi Stream
ers A

rt K
it 

• G
ogh to Bed! A

rt K
it 

• Piggy Backed Shapes A
rt K

it 
• Postcards From

 V
an G

ogh A
rt K

it 
• Shape-K

a-Bobs A
rt K

it 
• Toy Boxes in Perspective A

rt K
it 

• V
an G

ogh’s Sw
irly Feathers A

rt K
it 

• W
hale M

igrations A
rt K

it 
  

Section III: R
eflecting on A

rt C
ritically

 
This m

eans learning to evaluate art through an organized process.  Follow
ing four steps assures that students learn to appreciate and 

respect art and ideas.  This process can be applied to w
orks in progress, finished w

ork, historical/ cultural objects, etc. 
 

 

1. 
K

indergarteners describe art using these design elem
ents: 

Elem
ents 

(Building blocks of art.) 

Line 
• Find a variety of  lines and nam

e them
. 

Shape 
• Recognize a circle, square, triangle, rectangle, and oval. 

Form
 

• Recognize difference betw
een flat and round. 

C
olor 

• Recognize prim
ary colors. 

V
alue 

• D
iscern betw

een light and dark in sam
e colors. 

Texture 
• Find actual or visual texture in art and invent descriptive w

ords. 
Space 

• Look at art reproductions and discuss w
hat looks closer; be aw

are of near 
and far. 
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2. 
K

indergarteners analyze art using these design principles: 

Principles 
(W

ays to use the 
building blocks.) 

Balance 
• D

iscuss w
hether an artw

ork looks or feels balanced. 
C

ontrast 
• Recognize differences w

ith a piece of art. 
Em

phasis 
• D

iscuss w
here the m

ost im
portant area in an artw

ork. 
R

hythm
/ Pattern 

• Look for repetition in art. 
• Begin to recognize patterns. 

Proportion/ Scale 
• Com

pare size of objects w
ithin art as an introduction to scale. 

M
ovem

ent 
• Begin to describe art as “still” or w

ith “m
ovem

ent.” 
U

nity 
• D

iscuss w
hether an artw

ork seem
s com

plete. 
  

3. 
K

indergarteners interpret art using an art vocabulary and personal perspective. 
Students w

ill: 
• V

iew
 art and discuss content and subject m

atter using developing art vocabulary. 
• V

iew
 art and discuss by looking for som

ething in the art that seem
s fam

iliar to their life. 
• Learn about self-portraits in painting and sculpture. 
• Talk about self-portraits using sim

ple art vocabulary. 
• V

iew
 paintings and sculptures and discuss w

hat type of artist m
ade this art (e.g., painter, sculptor). 

• D
iscuss w

hat an artist m
ight com

m
unicate in a portrait. 

• Consider and discuss how
 the art m

akes them
 feel (w

hat is the m
ood?); discuss w

hy they think they have those feelings. 
• Share their reasons for m

aking certain artw
orks. 

• D
iscuss how

 artists have their ow
n m

eaning in their artw
ork. 

• Consider that people are ‘inspired’ to m
ake art. 

 
4. 

K
indergarteners judge art (after the steps above) by discussing one or m

ore w
orks of art using their developing art vocabulary. 

Students w
ill: 

• Learn to express preferences in a respectful and know
ledgeable w

ay. 
• Com

pare tw
o sim

ilar artw
orks, discuss how

 they are alike and different, and express a preference. 
• Look at and discuss artw

orks from
 different w

orld cultures. 
• U

se sim
ple vocabulary to talk about art. 
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Section IV
: Perceiving A

rt from
 a C

ontem
porary, H

istoric, &
 A

esthetic Perspective 
This consists of looking at, talking about, and applying ideas w

hile sim
ultaneously considering beauty and m

eaning (aesthetics). 
 

K
indergarteners w

ill: 
Learn A

bout Their G
rade-Level A

rtists 
(Refer to the art chart, biographies, and grade-level reproductions) 

C
onsider the H

istorical &
 C

ontem
porary R

ole of A
rt  

in Their Lives &
 the Lives of O

thers 
• V

incent V
an G

ogh 
• D

elores Sloan 
• H

enry M
oore 

• H
annah Solom

on 
• D

ixie A
lexander 

• Bill Berry 

• D
istinguish betw

een draw
ing, painting, and sculpture. 

• V
iew

 a variety of styles from
 different tim

es and places. 
• D

istinguish betw
een original art and reproductions. 

• Look at different styles from
 cultures represented in their classroom

. 
• Focus on the art and culture of indigenous interior A

laska A
thabascan 

people. 
• Begin to understand that styles change over tim

e. 
• Talk about personal art using sim

ple vocabulary as preparation for 
w

riting. 
• Look at the design of art products in the classroom

 and discuss 
w

hether they like it. 
• D

iscuss that advertising has one intent – to sell. 
C

onsider the R
ole of A

rt in Their Lives 
U

nderstand that There are A
rtists W

orking in Their C
om

m
unity 

• Look for universal them
es in art (e.g., self, fam

ily, anim
als). 

• Recognize and understand that art is a form
 of com

m
unication. 

• Begin to understand that their  art is unique. 
• Be aw

are that art is found in m
any places (e.g., library, school, 

m
useum

, hom
e). 

• Recognize that m
useum

s house and display w
orks of art. 

• Look at art in the classroom
 and talk about it using sim

ple vocabulary. 

• Focus on artists that m
ake art. 
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G
rade 1 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

First grade students w
ill continue to be introduced to beginning art concepts and vocabulary through the use of a broad range of both 2D

 and 3D
 art 

m
aterials and techniques. A

ll young students believe they are artists and w
ill be encouraged to m

aintain that confidence w
hile they enjoy diverse, 

exciting, and fulfilling art processes. They w
ill be encouraged to express them

selves through various art lessons and to creatively tell their ow
n 

stories through art. 
 

 
 

 
First G

raders w
ill: 

• A
pply im

agination and creativity to their art. 
• Learn to find relationships betw

een art and the w
orld beyond the classroom

. 
• Seek solutions to art problem

s and questions. 
• Exhibit self-discipline w

hen w
orking as an artist. 

• Learn to respect the w
orking and thinking space of others. 

• W
ork individually and collaboratively. 

• Learn to care for tools and m
aterials. 

• U
se tools safely. 

• Enjoy the process w
hile learning how

 to use m
aterials and tools w

ith ow
n ideas. 

• Finish w
ork and share w

ith others developing pride as “an artist.” 
• D

em
onstrate personal responsibility through the care, safe use, and clean up of tools, m

aterials, and equipm
ent. 

 Suggested R
esources: 

• 
Project A

rticulate 
• 

See the appendix for: 
o 

D
igital lesson plans 

o 
A

dditional resources 
To view

 appendix item
s listed above, login to G

oogle D
rive w

ith your district login credentials.  If parents or anyone from
 the public w

ould 
like to view

 these docum
ents, contact Teaching and Learning at (907) 452-2000 ext. 11422 or teachingandlearning@

k12northstar.org.  
V

ocabulary: 
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• Clay 
• Collage 
• D

raw
ing 

• H
orizontal/vertical 

• Line 
• M

onoprint 
• M

ovem
ent 

• O
riginal art 

• O
verlapping 

• Painting 
• Pattern/repetition 
• Perspective 

• Prim
ary colors 

• Printing 
• Reproduction 
• Scale 

• sculpture 
• Secondary colors 
• Self-portrait 
• Shape 

• Sym
m

etry 
• Texture 
• Three-dim

ensional 
• Tw

o-dim
ensional 

Section I: G
rade Level A

rtists 
 

G
rade Level A

rtists 
(R

equired) 

N
am

e 
D

ate of Birth/ 
D

ate of D
eath 

Education/ Training 
C

ategory 
Biography 

A
lexander S. 

C
alder 

1898-1976 
• Engineering 

• A
m

erican sculptor 
• Inventor of m

obiles 
Calder w

as born in Pennsylvania. W
ith the exception of 

som
e pivotal years living in Paris early in his career, he 

spent m
ost of his w

orking life in N
ew

 Y
ork City and 

upstate Connecticut. H
e is m

ost know
n for being the 

inventor of m
obiles. A

dditionally, he developed a new
 

aesthetic for non-kinetic sculpture called stables. H
e 

created rugs, illustrations, and paintings, as w
ell as 

designs for several full-size jetliners. Calder’s color pallet 
revolved around w

hite, black, and the prim
ary colors. For 

m
ore biographic inform

ation and im
ages of A

lexander 
Calder’s artw

ork:  w
w

w
.calder.org.   

Sonya K
elliher-

C
om

bs 
1969- 

• BFA
 from

 the 
U

niversity of A
laska 

Fairbanks (1992) 
• M

FA
 from

 A
rizona 

State U
niversity in 

Tem
pe, A

Z (1998) 

• A
laska N

ative artist 
Contem

porary artist Sonya K
elliher-Com

bs is an 
Inupiaq/A

thabascan (G
erm

an/Irish) visual and jew
elry 

artist. She w
as born in Bethel, A

laska, w
as raised in 

N
om

e, and presently resides and w
orks in A

nchorage. H
er 

fam
ily hails from

 the interior A
laska village of N

ulato and 
the coastal com

m
unities of N

om
e and Barrow

. H
er 

cultural background includes Inupiaq Eskim
o, A

thabascan 
Indian, Irish and G

erm
an.  K

elliher-Com
bs w

as born and 
raised in the state of A

laska, only leaving to attend 
graduate school. H

igh school w
as com

pleted in N
om

e and 
she continued education at the U

niversity of A
laska 
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Fairbanks w
here she received a Bachelor of Fine A

rts in 
1992. U

pon com
pletion of her graduate w

ork she earned a 
M

aster of Fine A
rts degree from

 A
rizona State U

niversity 
in 1998. 

N
am

e 
D

ate of Birth/ 
D

ate of D
eath 

Education/ Training 
C

ategory 
Biography 

Piet M
ondrian 

1872-1940 
 

• D
utch painter 

M
ondrian w

as born in H
olland and spent m

ost of his 
w

orking life in France, though at the onset of W
W

II he 
m

oved to N
ew

 Y
ork City. H

e started out w
orking in the 

traditional D
utch style of landscape painting, but soon 

departed to a m
ore pure and expressionistic style.H

e is 
m

ost know
n for sim

ple, abstract paintings consisting of 
blocks of prim

ary colors and horizontal and vertical black 
lines. The im

pact of M
ondrian’s w

ork is evident in 
contem

porary art as w
ell as architecture and com

m
ercial 

design.  For m
ore im

ages of Piet M
ondrian’s artw

ork: 
w

w
w

.ibiblio.org/w
m

/paint/auth/M
ondrian   

A
nna M

ary 
R

obertson 
M

oses 

1860-1961 
• Self-taught artist 

• Late-bloom
ing 

A
m

erican painter 
G

randm
a M

oses w
as born in rural N

ew
 Y

ork and spent 
her early adulthood in V

irginia. M
oses began painting 

w
hen she w

as about seventy years old. She painted 
countryside and people busy doing things during the 
different seasons. M

oses, a self-taught painter, is m
ost 

know
 for direct, sim

ple, paintings filled w
ith feelings for 

the subject. W
hen she w

as eighty, a N
ew

 Y
ork City 

gallery ow
ner gave M

oses her first one-w
om

an exhibition. 
Subsequently, M

oses’s w
ork gained notoriety and she 

continued painting until she died at 101. 
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Section II: Producing A
rt 

This is experiencing the processes of art; it is the act of solving problem
s. 

 

D
raw

ing 
is the portrayal of an ideas using line and/or tone. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 
• Practice draw

ing using a variety of tools. 
• Continue to use and nam

e m
any different lines. 

• D
raw

 using sim
ple shapes and nam

e them
. 

• U
se overlapping and size to show

 near and far; talk 
about fore- and background. 

• Explore texture in draw
ings through rubbings, 

patterning, shading, etc. 
• W

ork on horizontal and vertical form
ats and nam

e 
them

. 
• D

raw
 story pictures and share them

 telling about 
the details. 

• Pencil, pen, eraser 
• M

arkers 
• Crayons 
• O

il pastels 
• Colored pencils 
• Charcoal, chalk 

• M
.C. Escher 

• Jaim
e Sm

ith (local 
cartoonist) 

• Chad Carpenter (local 
cartoonist) 

• Bridget Riley 
• Claire Fejes   
• Florence N

upok 
M

alew
otkuk (Siberian 

Y
upik) 

• A
laska Bear D

ream
s (Project 

ARTiculate) 
• Base Line Self Portraits (Art 

Tango) 
• D

ecorative Lettering, Part 1 
(Art Tango) 

• D
ecorative Lettering, Part 2 

(Art Tango) 
• M

idterm
 Portrait, Looking at 

M
ichelangelo (Art Tango) 

• Expressions on m
y Face (Art 

Tango) 
• Looking at “The Scream

,” by 
M

unch, Painting O
ur Final 

Portrait Background (Art 
Tango) 

• D
raw

ing O
ur O

w
n 

Expressions w
ith O

il Pastels 
(Art Tango) 
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Painting 
is the application of paint to a surface. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 
• Be introduced to different types of paint (e.g., 

fingerpaint, tem
pera, tem

pera blocks, w
atercolor, 

painting crayons). 
• Paint w

ith a variety of tools (e.g., brushes, fingers, 
sponges, pieces of board). 

• Paint on a variety of sm
ooth or rough surfaces 

(e.g., papers, board, cardboard, cloth) of different 
shapes and sizes. 

• Explore color m
ixing; learn w

ords prim
ary and 

secondary; try m
ixing prim

ary colors to m
ake 

secondary. 
• D

istinguish betw
een light and dark in the sam

e 
color fam

ily; paint w
ith three values (light, 

m
edium

, dark) in one color fam
ily. 

• Identify colors by nam
e and tell if they seem

 to be 
happy, sad, quiet, angry, hot, cold, etc. 

• W
atercolors 

• Fingerpaint 
• Tem

pera paint 
• Painting crayons 
• W

ashable tem
pera cakes 

• V
ariety of tools 

• A
nna M

aryR
obertson 

M
oses 

• Piet M
ondrian 

• Janet Fish 
• Crystal K

aakeeyaa W
orl 

• Sonia D
elaunay 

• Edvard M
unch 

• Roy Lichtenstein 
• A

lm
a Thom

as 
• Jean-M

ichel Basquiat 
• Frida K

ahlo 
• Jill Richie (local) 
• Claire Fejes 

• A
 Color of O

ur O
w

n (Project 
ARTiculate) 

• A
frican Painted Rhythm

s 
(Project ARTiculate) 

• A
nim

al Portraits w
ith Todd 

Sherm
an (Project 

ARTiculate) 
• M

ondrian Trees (Project 
ARTiculate) 

• M
ouse Colors (Project 

ARTiculate) 
• W

orking w
ith V

alue, Part 1 
(Art Tango) 
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Printm
aking 

is the act that transfers an im
age, often w

ith m
ultiple copies. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 
• Create patterns by stam

ping w
ith objects. 

• M
ake a m

onoprint by m
aking a print from

 a w
et 

painting. 
• M

ake rubbings of different textures, lines and 
overlap som

e im
ages. 

• M
ake tw

o or m
ore sim

ple stencils to use in a 
picture or sponge painting. 

• Experim
ent w

ith different relief-printing 
techniques using glue. 

• M
ake three or m

ore identical prints and neatly 
sign. 

• Found objects 
• Sponges 
• Stam

ps 
• Ink 
• Paint 
• Stam

p pad 
• Brayers and rollers 
• G

lue 

• Elizabeth Catlett 
• K

athe K
ollw

itz 
• Sam

ella Lew
is 

• D
elita M

artin 
• Caledonia Curry 
• Benjie Torrado Cabrera 
• Favianna Rodriguez 

• Eric Carle M
ural (Project 

ARTiculate) 
• G

eom
etric Shape Collage, 

Part 2 (Art Tango) 
• Printm

aking, Part 1 (Art 
Tango) 

• Printm
aking, Part 2 (Art 

Tango) 
• W

orking w
ith Texture, H

eart 
Collage (Art Tango) 

 
M

ixed M
edia 

is the com
bination of different m

aterials. 
Students w

ill: 
M

aterials 
Suggested A

rtists 
Lessons &

 R
esources 

• Com
bine tw

o or m
ore m

aterials (e.g., paper, 
string). 

• M
ake a collage that has different textures. 

• Plan a picture about them
selves or their fam

ilies 
using a variety of m

aterials. 
• M

ake a sym
m

etrical m
ask using tw

o or m
ore 

m
aterials. 

• U
se basic draw

ing program
 to create and overlap 

shapes adding texture. 
• U

se fabric crayons to design on fabric. 

• M
agazines 

• Calendars 
• Fabric, felt, yarn 
• Craft m

aterials: e.g., 
beads, feathers 

• V
ariety of paper 

• Sonya K
elliher-C

om
bs 

• Ellen G
allagher 

• A
m

anda 
Phingbodhipakkiya 

• M
arilyn N

ance 
• Edm

onia Lew
is 

• M
eta V

aux W
arrick Fuller 

• N
jideka A

kunyili Crosby 
• Tam

m
y H

olland (local &
 

N
ative) 

• Teri Rofkar (Tlingit) 

• O
n M

other’s Lap (Project 
ARTiculate) 

• Cutting Lines, Creating a Collage 
(Art Tango) 

• Fall Leaves, Part 1 (Art Tango) 
• Fall Leaves, Part 2 (Art Tango) 
• G

eom
etric Shape Collage, Part 1 

(Art Tango) 
• Texture, Bean W

iggles (Art 
Tango) 

• Flow
er D

esign, Part 1 (Art 
Tango) 

• Flow
er D

esign, Part 2 (Art 
Tango) 
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Sculpture 
is the creation of form

s that fill space or three dim
ensions (3D

). 
Students w

ill: 
M

aterials 
Suggested A

rtists 
Lessons &

 R
esources 

• Explore various m
aterials to create form

s in space. 
• Be able to differentiate betw

een 2D
 and 3D

. 
• U

se w
ord sculpture w

hen talking about 3D
 art. 

• M
odel sim

ple form
s in clay using rolling and 

pinching techniques. 
• A

dd textured patterns to the form
s w

hile soft. 
• U

se found objects to create a sculpture. 
• Bring recycled m

aterials from
 hom

e to use in the 
classroom

. 
• U

se gluing skills or paper joining techniques to 
build a found object sculpture. 

• M
ake an anim

al sculpture using com
binations of 

m
aterials. 

• Clay 
• M

odeling dough 
• Paper 
• W

ire pipe cleaners 
• Clay tools 
• W

ood 
• Fabric and yarn 
• Found objects 

• A
lexander S. C

alder 
• Christo and Jeanne Claude 
• V

alerie M
aynard 

• Y
ayoi K

usam
a 

• Tyree G
uyton 

• Juan Q
uezada 

• Loiuse N
evelson 

• Law
rence Jam

es Beck 
• D

iane D
idi Rojas 

• Cheryl Eve A
costa 

• Folded Lines (Project 
ARTiculate) 

• Clay Pinch Pot A
nim

als 
(K

inder Art) 
• Clay Birds (K

inder Art) 
• Pipe Cleaner Flow

ers 
(K

inder Art) 
• Salt D

ough Ladybug (K
inder 

Art) 

  

K
its A

vailable Through D
estiny 

(See instructions here.) 
Lessons w

ith K
its  

(D
igital lessons available.) 

Lessons W
ithout K

its 

• A
ntler A

rt : Seasonal Sym
m

etry A
rt K

it 
• A

rctic Terns : Chasing the Sun A
rt K

it 
• D

raw
ing w

ith shapes A
rt K

it (2 parts) 
• Folded Lines A

rt K
it 

• G
randm

a M
oses - K

id Cards A
rt K

it 
• Sonya's shapes : A

rt K
it [kit] : Circle "Pore" (Lesson 1), O

blong 
"Secret" (Lesson 2), Spiral "Eddy" (Lesson 3) 

• D
elicious Fruit A

rt K
it 

• G
randm

a M
oses - Feather W

eather A
rt K

it 
• G

randm
a M

oses - W
indow

 Landscape A
rt K

it 
• O

n M
other's Lap A

rt K
it 

• Picasso's Collages A
rt K

it 
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Section III: R
eflecting on A

rt C
ritically

 
This m

eans learning to evaluate art through an organized process.  Follow
ing four steps assures that students learn to appreciate and 

respect art and ideas.  This process can be applied to w
orks in progress, finished w

ork, historical/ cultural objects, etc. 
 

 

1. 
First graders describe art using these design elem

ents: 

Elem
ents 

(Building blocks of art.) 

Line 
• Recognize different lines and nam

e them
. 

Shape 
• Find basic geom

etric shapes and nam
e them

. 
Form

 
• Recognize difference betw

een flat and round. 
C

olor 
• Recognize prim

ary and secondary colors. 
V

alue 
• Begin to recognize neutral tones. 

Texture 
• Find actual or visual texture in art and invent descriptive w

ords. 
Space 

• Find overlapping objects and discuss w
hat looks closer and w

hy. 
  

 

2. 
First graders analyze art using these design principles: 

Principles 
(W

ays to use the 
building blocks.) 

Balance 
• D

iscuss w
hether an artw

ork looks or feels balanced. 
C

ontrast 
• Recognize differences w

ith a piece of art. 
Em

phasis 
• D

iscuss w
here the m

ost im
portant area in an artw

ork. 
R

hythm
/ Pattern 

• Look for repetition in art. 
• Find patterns in art and invent descriptive w

orks to nam
e them

. 
Proportion/ Scale 

• Com
pare size of form

s and objects w
ithin art as an introduction to scale. 

M
ovem

ent 
• Begin to describe art as “still” or w

ith “m
ovem

ent.” 
U

nity 
• D

iscuss w
hether an artw

ork seem
s com

plete. 
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3. 

First graders interpret art using an art vocabulary and personal perspective. 
Students w

ill: 
• V

iew
 art and discuss content and subject m

atter using developing art vocabulary. 
• V

iew
 art and discuss by looking for som

ething in the art that seem
s fam

iliar to their life. 
• Learn about still life, landscape, and portrait art form

s in painting and sculpture. 
• Talk about still life, landscapes, and portraits using sim

ple art vocabulary. 
• V

iew
 paintings and sculptures and discuss w

hat type of artist m
ade this art (e.g., painter, sculptor). 

• D
iscuss w

hat an artist m
ight com

m
unicate in a portrait. 

• Consider and discuss how
 the art m

akes them
 feel (w

hat is the m
ood?); discuss w

hy they think they have those feelings. 
• Share their reasons for m

aking certain artw
orks. 

• D
iscuss how

 artists have their ow
n m

eaning in their artw
ork. 

• Consider that people are ‘inspired’ to m
ake art. 

 

  

4. 
First graders judge art (after the steps above) by discussing one or m

ore w
orks of art using their developing art vocabulary. 

Students w
ill: 

• Learn to express preferences in a respectful and know
ledgeable w

ay. 
• Com

pare tw
o sim

ilar artw
orks, discuss how

 they are alike and different, and express a preference. 
• Look at and discuss artw

orks from
 different w

orld cultures. 
• U

se sim
ple vocabulary to talk about art. 
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Section IV
: Perceiving A

rt from
 a C

ontem
porary, H

istoric, &
 A

esthetic Perspective 
This consists of looking at, talking about, and applying ideas w

hile sim
ultaneously considering beauty and m

eaning (aesthetics). 
 

First graders w
ill: 

Learn A
bout Their G

rade-Level A
rtists 

(Refer to the art chart, biographies, and grade-level reproductions) 
C

onsider the H
istorical &

 C
ontem

porary R
ole of A

rt  
in Their Lives &

 the Lives of O
thers 

• A
lexander Calder 

• Piet M
ondrian 

• G
randm

a M
oses 

• Sonya K
elliher-Com

bs 

• D
istinguish betw

een draw
ing, painting, and sculpture. 

• V
iew

 a variety of styles from
 different tim

es and places. 
• D

istinguish betw
een original art and reproductions. 

• Begin to understand that style is influenced by history and culture. 
• Focus on the art and culture of indigenous interior A

laska A
thabascan 

people. 
• Begin to understand that styles change over tim

e. 
• Talk about personal art using sim

ple vocabulary as preparation for 
w

riting. 
• Look at the design of art products in the classroom

 and discuss w
hether 

they like it. 
• D

iscuss that advertising has one intent – to sell. 

C
onsider the R

ole of A
rt in Their Lives 

U
nderstand that There are A

rtists W
orking in Their C

om
m

unity 

• Look for universal them
es in art (e.g., self, fam

ily, anim
als). 

• Recognize and understand that art is a form
 of com

m
unication. 

• U
nderstand that art is unique to individuals. 

• Recognize that everyone m
akes artistic choices in everyday living. 

• Be aw
are that art is found in m

any places (e.g., library, school, 
m

useum
, hom

e). 
• Recognize that m

useum
s house and display w

orks of art. 
• Look at art in the classroom

 and talk about it using sim
ple vocabulary. • Look for different jobs that artists do. 

• Focus on ice sculptors, m
ural painters, A

laska N
ative artists, and art 

teachers. 
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G
rade 2 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Second grade students w
ill continue to learn expanding art concepts and vocabulary, w

hile using a broad range of both 2D
 and 3D

 art m
aterials 

and techniques. A
ll young students believe they are artists and w

ill be taught w
ith care in order to m

aintain that confidence w
hile they enjoy the 

process of art. They w
ill be encouraged to express them

selves through various art lessons, and to creatively tell their ow
n stories through art. 

 
 

 
 

Second G
raders w

ill: 
• 

A
pply im

agination and creativity to their art. 
• 

Learn to find relationships betw
een art and the w

orld beyond the classroom
. 

• 
Seek solutions to art problem

s and questions. 
• 

Exhibit self-discipline w
hen w

orking as an artist. 
• 

Learn to respect the w
orking and thinking space of others. 

• 
W

ork individually and collaboratively. 
• 

Learn to care for tools and m
aterials. 

• 
U

se tools safely. 
• 

Enjoy the process w
hile learning how

 to use m
aterials and tools w

ith ow
n ideas. 

• 
Finish w

ork and share w
ith others developing pride as “an artist.” 

• 
D

em
onstrate personal responsibility through the care, safe use, and clean up of tools, m

aterials, and equipm
ent. 

 Suggested R
esources: 

• 
Project A

rticulate 
• 

See the appendix for: 
o 

D
igital lesson plans 

o 
A

dditional resources 
To view

 appendix item
s listed above, login to G

oogle D
rive w

ith your district login credentials.  If parents or anyone from
 the public w

ould 
like to view

 these docum
ents, contact Teaching and Learning at (907) 452-2000 ext. 11422 or teachingandlearning@

k12northstar.org.  
V

ocabulary: 
Collage 
Color 
Cool/w

arm
 

D
etail 

Focal point 
Landscape 
Light/dark values 
Line 
M

onoprint 

H
istoric 

Contem
porary 

M
useum

 
Perspective 
Portrait 

Potter 
O

bjective 
N

onobjective 
Proportion 
Realistic abstract 

Sculpture 
Shape 
Prim

ary colors 
Secondary colors 
Stencil 

Still life 
Stitchery 
W

eaving 
Style 
Sym

m
etrical 
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Foreground 
Background 

 
 

 
 

Section I: G
rade Level A

rtists 
 

G
rade Level A

rtists 
(R

equired) 

N
am

e 
D

ate of Birth/ 
D

ate of D
eath 

Education/ Training 
C

ategory 
Biography 

M
aria M

artinez 
1887-1980 

 
A

m
erican Potter 

M
artinez w

as born and spent m
ost of her w

orking life in 
the pueblo village of San Ildefonso, N

ew
 M

exico. She is 
m

ost know
n for reviving her craft. H

er success, 
com

m
itm

ent to her w
ork, and w

illingness to share 
know

ledge led to sim
ilar revivals in other native 

com
m

unities. Early in her career, M
artinez visited her 

husband at his w
ork excavating prehistoric Pueblo sites. 

D
uring her visit, she noticed the decorated pieces of 

pottery (shards) lying on the ground. She w
as very 

interested in them
 and w

as asked if she could recreate 
this polychrom

e pottery. This w
as the start of a long life 

of pottery m
aking. 

H
enri M

atisse 
1868-1954 

Law
 School 

French Im
pressionist 

Painter 
M

atisse w
as born and spent m

ost of his w
orking life in 

France. H
e is m

ost know
n for his colorful Fauvist oil 

paintings and later in his career, he successfully w
orked 

w
ith stained glass and colorful cut paper shapes. A

s a 
young m

an, M
atisse w

as bedridden due to appendicitis 
and his m

other gave him
 a set of paints to keep him

 
occupied w

hile convalescing. W
hen he got better, he 

decided to go to Paris to study art. H
e traveled around 

Europe, w
here he m

et and w
as influenced by m

any 
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artists. H
e w

as soon labeled an expressionist painter 
because of his bright colors, patterns, and radical style. 
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N
am

e 
D

ate of Birth/ 
D

ate of D
eath 

Education/ Training 
C

ategory 
Biography 

G
rant W

ood 
1891-1942 

 
A

m
erican Regionalist 

Painter 
W

ood w
as born and spent m

ost of his w
orking life in 

Iow
a. H

e is m
ost know

n for being a regionalist painter of 
Iow

a farm
ers, farm

 scenes, and the local scenery. W
ood 

had a hum
ble upbringing and he developed his skills by 

draw
ing on scraps of cardboard from

 cracker boxes that 
this m

other saved for him
. Later in life, he w

orked and 
studied in Europe w

here he w
as very taken w

ith the w
ork 

of the Flem
ish m

asters. This influence can be seen in his 
m

ost recognized painting, A
m

erican G
othic. 

D
enise W

allace 
1957- 

 
Chugach/Suqpiaq artist 

D
enise W

allace is a Chugach/Sugpiaq artist. She w
as 

born in Seattle, W
ashington and raised in Cordova, 

A
laska. She is a contem

porary artist inspired by a 
tim

eless connection betw
een her people and the 

northw
est coast of N

orth A
m

erica. Thousands of years 
have passed since hum

ans found a hom
e in this region, 

yet the link betw
een anim

als, plants, and the environm
ent 

continues. The them
es of D

enise W
allace’s jew

elry are 
as rooted in history as they are inspirational for the 
future. 
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Section II: Producing A
rt 

This is experiencing the processes of art; it is the act of solving problem
s. 

 

D
raw

ing 
is the portrayal of an ideas using line and/or tone. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 

• Continue draw
ing and experim

enting w
ith a w

ide 
variety of tools. 

• D
raw

 quick sketches and extended draw
ings. 

• Produce a draw
ing using both geom

etric and 
am

orphous (organic) shapes. 
• U

se overlapping and size to show
 near and far; 

talk about fore- and background. 
• Explore texture in draw

ings through rubbings, 
patterning, shading, etc. 

• D
raw

 on a variety of surfaces (e.g., types, shapes, 
sizes). 

• Continue to draw
 from

 stories, nature, 
im

agination, m
em

ory, observation; begin to use 
m

usic for inspiration. 

• Pencil, pen, eraser 
• M

arkers 
• Crayons 
• O

il pastels 
• Colored pencils 
• Charcoal, chalk 
• V

ariety of tools 

• H
enri M

atisse 
• G

rant W
ood 

• Leonardo da V
inci 

• K
esler W

oodw
ard (local) 

• M
.C. Escher 

• Jaim
e Sm

ith (local 
cartoonist) 

• Chad Carpenter (local 
cartoonist) 

• Bridget Riley 
• Claire Fejes 
• Florence N

upek 
M

alew
etkuk 

• Textured Landscapes (Project 
ARTiculate) 

• G
rant W

ood A
rt Lesson (M

eet 
the M

asters) 
• Looking at Totem

 Poles, Part 
1 (Art Tango) 

• Looking at Totem
 Poles, Part 

2 (Art Tango) 
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Painting 
is the application of paint to a surface. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 

• Be introduced to different types of paint (e.g., 
fingerpaint, tem

pera, tem
pera blocks, w

atercolor, 
painting crayons). 

• Paint w
ith a variety of tools (e.g., brushes, 

fingers, sponges, pieces of board). 
• Paint on a variety of sm

ooth or rough surfaces 
(e.g., papers, board, cardboard, cloth) of different 
shapes and sizes. 

• Explore color m
ixing; learn w

ords prim
ary and 

secondary; try m
ixing prim

ary colors to m
ake 

secondary. 
• D

istinguish betw
een light and dark in the sam

e 
color fam

ily; paint w
ith three values (light, 

m
edium

, dark) in one color fam
ily. 

• U
se w

arm
 or cool colors to paint a sim

ple 
landscape that has a m

ood. 

• W
atercolors 

• Fingerpaint 
• Tem

pera paint 
• Painting crayons 
• W

ashable tem
pera cakes 

• V
ariety of tools 

• H
enri M

atisse 
• G

rant W
ood 

• D
enise W

allace 
• Pablo Picasso 
• G

eorgia O
’K

eeffe 
• Byron Birdsall (local) 
• Janet Fish 
• Crystal K

aakeeyaa W
orl 

• Sonia D
elaunay 

• Edvard M
unch 

• Roy Lichtenstein 
• A

lm
a Thom

as 
• Jean-M

ichel Basquiat 
• Frida K

ahlo 
• Claire Fejes 
• Jill Richie (local) 

• Trees and Beyond (Project 
ARTiculate) 

• H
ow

 to Create Easy 
W

atercolor Resist Flow
ers 

(D
eep Space Sparkle) 

• Principles of A
rt: EM

PH
A

SIS 
(Check out in D

estiny) 
• Coloring Fall Trees, Part 2 

(Art Tango) 
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Printm
aking 

is the act that transfers an im
age, often w

ith m
ultiple copies. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 
• Create a tw

o-color pattern by stam
ping w

ith 
objects. 

• Continue experim
enting w

ith m
onoprints using at 

least tw
o prim

ary colors. 
• Continue to use rubbings of different textures. 
• M

ake a sim
ple stencil and overlap w

hen printing. 
• Create a foam

 plate relief print. 
• Learn the concept of a single print versus an 

edition; m
ake an edition of three or m

ore prints, 
sign, and num

ber. 

• Found objects 
• Sponges 
• Stam

ps 
• Ink 
• Paint 
• Stam

p pad 
• Brayers and rollers 
• G

lue 

• H
enri M

attisse 
• A

ndy W
harhol 

• Sangm
i Y

oo 
• Steve A

. Prince 
• Evon Zerbetz (local) 
• Elizabeth Catlett 
• K

athe K
ollw

itz 
• Sam

ella Lew
is 

• D
elita M

artin 
• Caledonia Curry 
• Benjie Torrado Cabrera 
• Favianna Rodriguez 

• In the A
rt Room

: A
ndy 

W
arhol Inspired Flow

er Prints 
(C

assie Stephens Blog) 
• Printm

aking: Self-Portraits 
(Young Art Love) 

• Q
uilts: Capture the Feeling 

(FN
BSD

 A
rt K

it Lesson) 
• In the A

rt Room
: Second 

G
rade K

indness Prints (C
assie 

Stephens Blog) 

 
M

ixed M
edia 

is the com
bination of different m

aterials. 
Students w

ill: 
M

aterials 
Suggested A

rtists 
Lessons &

 R
esources 

• Com
bine three or m

ore m
aterials to m

ake a 
collage. 

• Consider texture, pattern, and focal point w
hen 

designing a collage using m
any m

aterials. 
• Create a self-portrait using various m

aterials 
including som

e that tell about them
selves. 

• Create a geom
etric design reinforcing the concept 

of bilateral sym
m

etry. 
• Produce com

puter art w
ith shapes, textures, and 

fills. 
• Explore fabric arts (e.g., stitchery, w

eaving, found 
objects). 

• M
agazines 

• Calendars 
• Fabric, felt, yarn 
• Craft m

aterials: beads, 
feathers 

• V
ariety of paper 

• M
aria M

artinez 
• D

enise W
allace   

• Susan G
oethel Cam

pbell 
• Ellen G

allagher 
• A

m
anda 

Phingbodhipakkiya 
• M

arilyn N
ance 

• Edm
onia Lew

is 
• M

eta V
aux W

arrick Fuller 
• N

jideka A
kunyili Crosby 

• M
asks and Sym

m
etry (Project 

ARTiculate) 
• A

bstract Self-Portrait 
Paintings (Art w

ith M
rs. 

Film
ore) 

• Shaveroonies (Project 
ARTiculate) 

• H
ip-H

ip-A
rray-Ray (FN

SBSD
 

A
rt K

it Lesson) 
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Sculpture 
is the creation of form

s that fill space or three dim
ensions (3D

). 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 

• Explore various m
aterials to create form

s in space. 
• Be able to differentiate betw

een 2D
 and 3D

. 
• U

se w
ord sculpture w

hen talking about 3D
 art. 

• M
ake a sim

ple pot using pinch and coil 
techniques. 

• Com
plete clay w

ork w
ith som

e type of finish. 
• U

se found objects to create a sculpture. 
• Bring recycled m

aterials from
 hom

e to use in the 
classroom

. 
• U

se gluing skills or paper joining techniques to 
build a found object sculpture. 

• U
se w

ire as a sculptural m
aterial to create a line 

design in space. 
• M

ake a sim
ple sculpture using plastic clay and 

then draw
 it. 

• Clay 
• M

odeling dough 
• Paper 
• W

ire pipe cleaners 
• Clay tools 
• W

ood 
• Fabric and yarn 
• Found objects 

• M
aria M

artinez 
• A

ntony G
orm

ley 
• Jeff K

oons 
• Christo and Jeanne Claude 
• V

alerie M
aynard 

• Y
ayoi K

usam
a 

• Tyree G
uyton 

• Juan Q
uezada 

• Loiuse N
evelson 

• Law
rence Jam

es Beck 
• Tam

m
y H

olland (local)  
• D

iane Rejas 

• Story Sculptures (Project 
ARTiculate) 

• In the A
rt Room

: G
etting to 

K
now

 Paper Sculptures 
(C

assie Stephens Blog) 
• A

lien Life in A
bstract 

(FN
SBSD

 A
rt K

it Lesson) 
• H

ow
 to M

ake a Sculpture 
(Education.com

) 
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K
its A

vailable Through D
estiny 

(See instructions here.) 

Lessons w
ith K

its  
(D

igital lessons available.) 
Lessons W

ithout K
its 

• Benny Benson &
 M

y Personal Flag A
rt K

it. [kit] 
• Collaborative "Peace" A

rt K
it [kit]. 

• Contem
porary Cats A

rt K
it. [kit]  

• Fantastic Fish Collage 
• Leaves, Line and Color  
• M

aria’s Pueblo Portrait A
rt K

it  
• M

artinez M
aria: Shards of Clay A

rt K
it  

• M
asks and Sym

m
etry A

rt K
it.         

• M
atisse: Jazz A

rt K
it   

• M
elody M

akers A
rt K

it  
• N

oggin N
esters A

rt K
it   

• Q
uilts: Capture the Feeling   

• Texture Tow
n : Fairbanks    

• Textured Landscapes w
ith G

rant W
ood A

rt K
it 

• Chim
panzees and Jane G

oodall    
• M

atisse W
indow

s A
rt K

it  
• Story Sculpture  
• Trees and Beyond A

rt K
it   

• Cut-Shape PicturesA
rt 

• D
inosaur  Texture 

• Friends : H
and-n-H

and  
• H

enri Rousseau: A
n A

laskan D
ino Rainforest A

rt K
it 

• H
ip - H

ip - A
rray - Ray!!! A

rt K
it  

• M
artinez A

vanyu A
rt  

• M
artinez Feather D

esign A
rt  

• M
artinez, M

aria: Potter A
rt K

it 
• Principles of A

rt  
• Shape Stations A

rt 
• Finding Form

s A
rt 
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Section III: R
eflecting on A

rt C
ritically

 
This m

eans learning to evaluate art through an organized process.  Follow
ing four steps assures that students learn to appreciate and 

respect art and ideas.  This process can be applied to w
orks in progress, finished w

ork, historical/ cultural objects, etc. 
 

1. 
Second graders describe art using these design elem

ents: 

Elem
ents 

(Building blocks of art.) 

Line 
• N

am
e lines found in the classroom

 and in art. 
Shape 

• Recognize the difference betw
een geom

etric and organic shapes. 
Form

 
• Recognize and discuss flat or round. 

C
olor 

• Recognize prim
ary and secondary colors. 

V
alue 

• Find colors in a piece of art that show
s light and dark values. 

Texture 
• U

se texture w
ords w

hen discussing art. 
Space 

• Recognize that objects appear closer w
hen placed low

er on a page 
(placem

ent). 
• Recognize that closer objects can appear larger (relative size). 
• Begin to recognize the concept of foreground/background. 

  
 

2. 
Second graders analyze art using these design principles: 

Principles 
(W

ays to use the 
building blocks.) 

Balance 
• Relate geom

etry and bilateral sym
m

etry in a w
ork of art. 

C
ontrast 

• Recognize and describe differences in a piece of art. 
Em

phasis 
• Identify the focal point or center of interest in an artw

ork. 
R

hythm
/ Pattern 

• Look for repetition in art. 
• Recognize patterns in the environm

ent and in artw
orks. 

Proportion/ Scale 
• Com

pare size of form
s and objects w

ithin art as an introduction to scale. 
M

ovem
ent 

• Recognize “still” or “m
ovem

ent” and identify in art. 
U

nity 
• D

iscuss w
hether an artw

ork seem
s com

plete. 
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3. 
Second graders interpret art using an art vocabulary and personal perspective. 

Students w
ill: 

• V
iew

 art and discuss content and subject m
atter using developing art vocabulary. 

• V
iew

 art and discuss by looking for som
ething in the art that seem

s fam
iliar to their life. 

• Learn about still life, landscape, and portrait art form
s in painting and sculpture. 

• Talk about still life, landscapes, and portraits using sim
ple art vocabulary. 

• V
iew

 paintings and sculptures and discuss w
hat type of artist m

ade this art (e.g., painter, sculptor). 
• D

iscuss w
hat an artist m

ight com
m

unicate in a portrait. 
• Consider and discuss how

 the art m
akes them

 feel (w
hat is the m

ood?); discuss w
hy they think they have those feelings. 

• Share their reasons for m
aking certain artw

orks. 
• D

iscuss how
 artists have their ow

n m
eaning in their artw

ork. 
• Consider that people are ‘inspired’ to m

ake art. 

 
 

 
4. 

Second graders judge art (after the steps above) by discussing one or m
ore w

orks of art using their developing art 
vocabulary. 

Students w
ill: 

• Learn to express preferences in a respectful and know
ledgeable w

ay. 
• Recognize sim

ilarities and differences betw
een tw

o artw
orks and support a preference using appropriate vocabulary. 

• Look at and discuss artw
orks from

 different w
orld cultures. 

• U
se sim

ple vocabulary to discuss subject m
atter and elem

ents of art in an artw
ork. 
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Section IV
: Perceiving A

rt from
 a C

ontem
porary, H

istoric, &
 A

esthetic Perspective 
This consists of looking at, talking about, and applying ideas w

hile sim
ultaneously considering beauty and m

eaning (aesthetics). 
 

Second graders w
ill: 

Learn A
bout Their G

rade-Level A
rtists 

(Refer to the art chart, biographies, and grade-level reproductions) 
C

onsider the H
istorical &

 C
ontem

porary R
ole of A

rt  
in Their Lives &

 the Lives of O
thers 

• M
aria M

artinez 
• H

enri M
atisse 

• G
rant W

ood 
• D

enise W
allace 

• Continue to distinguish betw
een draw

ing, painting, and sculpture. 
• V

iew
 a variety of styles from

 different tim
es and places. 

• D
istinguish betw

een original art and reproductions. 
• Begin to understand that style is influenced by history and culture. 
• Focus on the art and culture of indigenous interior A

laska A
thabascan 

people. 
• Recognize that art has been m

ade in all tim
es and places; distinguish 

betw
een historic and contem

porary. 
• Begin to w

rite sim
ple descriptions of art and artifacts using art 

vocabulary. 
• Look at the design of art products in the classroom

 and discuss w
hether 

they like it. 
• D

iscuss that advertising has one intent – to sell. 
C

onsider the R
ole of A

rt in Their Lives 
U

nderstand that There are A
rtists W

orking in Their C
om

m
unity 

• Look for universal them
es in art (e.g., self, fam

ily, anim
als). 

• Recognize and understand that art is a form
 of com

m
unication. 

• U
nderstand that each artw

ork is an original and personal statem
ent. 

• Be aw
are that art is found in m

any places (e.g., library, school, m
useum

, 
hom

e). 
• U

nderstand that art enriches their environm
ent through beauty and 

m
eaning by focusing on the role of m

useum
s. 

• Look at art in the classroom
 and talk about it using sim

ple vocabulary. 

• Look for different jobs that artists do. 
• Be introduced to the role of a painter, potter, sculptor, and designer. 
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G
rade 3 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Third grade students w
ill continue to learn expanding art concepts and vocabulary, w

hile using a broad range of both 2D
 and 3D

 art m
aterials and 

techniques. Third graders are just beginning to develop real skills in handling m
aterials and applying developed ideas to their w

ork. They w
ill be 

expected to build on these skills. Som
e students m

ay also begin to ‘fear failure’ and shy aw
ay from

 art. Therefore, lessons w
ill be diverse, encouragem

ent 
w

ill be broad, and flexibility w
ill be expected in every lesson so that students are strengthened as artists. Lastly, verbal fluency w

ill be encouraged w
hen 

discussing art. 
 

 
Third G

raders w
ill: 

• 
A

pply im
agination and creativity to their art. 

• 
Learn to find relationships betw

een art and the w
orld beyond the classroom

. 
• 

Seek solutions to art problem
s and questions. 

• 
Exhibit self-discipline w

hen w
orking as an artist. 

• 
Learn to respect the w

orking and thinking space of others. 
• 

W
ork individually and collaboratively. 

• 
Learn to care for tools and m

aterials during and after w
ork. 

• 
U

se tools safely. 
• 

Enjoy the process w
hile learning how

 to use m
aterials and tools w

ith ow
n ideas. 

• 
Finish w

ork and share w
ith others developing pride as an artist. 

• 
D

em
onstrate personal responsibility through the care, safe use, and clean up of tools, m

aterials, and equipm
ent. 

 Suggested R
esources: 

• 
Project A

rticulate 
• 

See the appendix for: 
o 

D
igital lesson plans 

o 
A

dditional resources 
To view

 appendix item
s listed above, login to G

oogle D
rive w

ith your district login credentials.  If parents or anyone from
 the public w

ould like to 
view

 these docum
ents, contact Teaching and Learning at (907) 452-2000 ext. 11422 or teachingandlearning@

k12northstar.org.  
V

ocabulary: 
architect 
collage 
draw

ing  
em

phasis  

m
onoprint 

horizontal/vertical 
illustration 
objective/non-objective  

original art  
overlapping 
painting  
pattern/repetition 

prim
ary/secondary colors 

radial sym
m

etry 
reproduction 
scale 

self-portrait 
shape/form

 
space 
sym

m
etry 

tw
o-dim

ensional 
three-dim

ensional 
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line 
perspective 

sculpture 
texture 

Section I: G
rade Level A

rtists 
 

G
rade Level A

rtists 
(R

equired) 

N
am

e 
D

ate of Birth/ 
D

ate of D
eath 

Education/ Training 
C

ategory 
Biography 

C
laude M

onet 
1840-1926 

Le H
avre Secondary 

School of the A
rts. 

French Im
pressionist 

Painter 
M

onet w
as born in Paris and w

as raised in the port tow
n 

of Le H
avre, France. H

e spent m
ost of his w

orking life in 
and around Paris. M

onet w
as one of the original French 

Im
pressionist painters, and it w

as his painting called 
Im

pression-Sunrise that gave the Im
pressionist art 

m
ovem

ent its nam
e. H

e painted outdoors and w
as 

interested in the changing effect of light and air on 
subject m

atter. Consequently, he painted the sam
e m

otif 
m

any tim
es to capture the changing light. H

e is m
ost 

know
n for his w

ater lily, haystack, and Rouen cathedral 
paintings. 

Pablo R
uiz 

Picasso 
1881-1973 

Royal A
cadem

y in 
M

adrid 
Spanish M

aster of 
M

odern A
rt 

Picasso w
as born in southern Spain and spent his 

w
orking life in northern France in the w

inter and 
southern France in the sum

m
er. Picasso w

ent through 
several artistic periods and he individually developed 
num

erous artist styles, notably analytic and synthetic 
cubism

. A
dditionally, Picasso is thought to be the 

inventor of collage and assem
blage. D

uring his career, he 
produced paintings and sculptures influenced by A

frican 
m

asks to highly academ
ic renderings for m

edical 
textbooks to gentle renderings of his son. Picasso’s art 
w

as often controversial and alw
ays highly inventive. 
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N
am

e 
D

ate of Birth/ 
D

ate of D
eath 

Education/ Training 
C

ategory 
Biography 

Faith R
inggold 

1930-2024 
Earned a bachelor's 
and m

aster's degrees 
from

 the City College 
of  

N
ew

 Y
ork 

A
frican-A

m
erican 

A
rtist, Painter, M

ixed 
M

edia Sculptor. 

Ringgold w
as born and spent m

ost of her w
orking life in 

N
ew

 Y
ork City w

ith short stints in Cape Cod, 
M

assachusetts and Paris, France. She is m
ost know

n for 
politically charged paintings done in the 1960s and her 
story quilts that com

bined her affinity for painting w
ith a 

w
ritten narrative. Ringgold also w

rote and illustrated 
children’s literature. Ringgold studied in N

ew
 Y

ork, 
earning a B.S. and a M

.A
., both in fine art. She taught in 

N
ew

 Y
ork City public schools w

hile m
aking and 

exhibiting her art. Ringgold learned on her ow
n about 

A
frican-A

m
erican artists like Rom

are Bearden and Jacob 
Law

rence. She began to seek out other A
frican-A

m
erican 

artists, eventually joining groups of A
frican-A

m
erican 

artists and A
frican-A

m
erican w

om
en artists to exchange 

ideas.  For m
ore inform

ation and im
ages of Faith 

Ringgold’s artw
ork: w

w
w

.faithringgold.com
.   

R
obert Jam

es 
“Jim

” Schoppert 
1947-1992 

A
nchorage 

Com
m

unity College  
Instituto de A

llende, 
M

exico  BFA
 U

niv. 
of A

laska A
nchorage  

M
FA

 U
niv. of 

W
ashing 

Tlingit artist 
Jam

es “Jim
” Schoppert w

as a Tlingit artist, carver, poet, 
and educator. Schoppert w

as know
n for challenging 

cultural stereotypes. H
e believed it w

as okay for N
ative 

A
m

erican artists to recognize and respect their traditions. 
H

e expressed how
 it w

as equally im
portant for artists to 

reach beyond those traditions. Schoppert argued "it is a 
spiritual reaw

akening, not political or econom
ic, it’s 

purely intuitive rebirth," w
hen discussing his interest in 

the revitalization and abstractions of traditional N
ative 

A
m

erican art.  H
e is represented in private and corporate 

collections w
orldw

ide. 
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Section II: Producing A
rt 

This is experiencing the processes of art; it is the act of solving problem
s. 

 

D
raw

ing 
is the portrayal of an ideas using line and/or tone. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 

• U
se an assortm

ent of tools to explore a variety of 
lines. 

• Continue to draw
 using quick sketches and 

extended draw
ings. 

• Continue producing draw
ings using geom

etric and 
am

orphous (organic) shapes. 
• Com

pare foregrounds/background. 
• U

se draw
n patterns as textures in draw

ing. 
• Explore unconventional form

ats. 
• Continue to draw

 from
 stories, nature, im

agination, 
m

em
ory, observation; begin to use m

usic for 
inspiration. 

• Pencil, pen, eraser 
• M

arkers 
• Crayons 
• O

il pastels 
• Colored pencils 
• Charcoal, chalk 
• V

ariety of tools 

• Pablo Picasso  
• Em

ily Britton 
• Linda Lom

ahaftew
a 

• M
.C. Escher 

• Jaim
e Sm

ith (local 
cartoonist) 

• Chad Carpenter (local 
cartoonist) 

• Bridget Riley 
• Claire Fejes 
• Florence N

upok 
M

alew
otkuk (Siberian 

Y
upik) 

• Picasso Portraits (Project 
ARTiculate) 

• Caribou on the Tundra 
(Project ARTiculate) 

• M
urals of O

ur Tow
ns and 

V
illages (Project ARTiculate) 

• Sym
bolism

 and Place: Linda 
Lom

ahaftew
a (N

ational 
G

allery of Art) 
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Painting 
is the application of paint to a surface. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 

• U
se an assortm

ent of tools to explore a variety of 
lines. 

• Continue to draw
 using quick sketches and 

extended draw
ings. 

• Continue producing draw
ings using geom

etric and 
am

orphous (organic) shapes. 
• Com

pare foregrounds/background. 
• U

se draw
n patterns as textures in draw

ing. 
• Explore unconventional form

ats. 
• Continue to draw

 from
 stories, nature, im

agination, 
m

em
ory, observation; begin to use m

usic for 
inspiration. 

• W
atercolors 

• Fingerpaint 
• Tem

pera paint 
• Painting crayons 
• W

ashable tem
pera cakes 

• V
ariety of tools 

• C
laude M

onet  
• Franz M

arc  
• M

uir 
• Carl Saxild (Local A

rtist) 
• Janet Fish 
• Crystal K

aakeeyaa W
orl 

(Local A
rtist) 

• Sonia D
elaunay 

• Edvard M
unch 

• A
lm

a Thom
as 

• Jean-M
ichel Basquiat 

• Frida K
ahlo 

• Jill Richie (local) 
• Claire Fejes 

• Frog in M
onet’s Pond 

(Project ARTiculate) 
• N

atural Landform
s (U

AF 
School of Education) 

• Celebrating the A
rt Elem

ents 
(Project ARTiculate) 

• A
laska A

nim
als and Franz 

M
arc (Project ARTiculate) 

• G
randfather H

em
lock, 

G
rades K

-6 (Anchorage 
M

useum
) 

• Exploring W
eather: H

ow
 

D
oes W

eather Influence O
ur 

culture, D
aily Life, and 

M
ood? (The K

ennedy 
C

enter) 
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Printm
aking 

is the act that transfers an im
age, often w

ith m
ultiple copies. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 

• Create a stam
ped print show

ing a com
plex pattern. 

• M
ake a m

onoprint by printing from
 a printing 

plate, blue line, and/or string print. 
• Create a com

position by rubbing and overlapping 
w

ith a variety of textures. 
• U

se stencils to create a tw
o-color stencil print w

ith 
dabbing, rubbing, or sponge painting. 

• Construct a relief plate using cardboard and 
produce a print. 

• Review
 the concept of a single print versus an 

edition; m
ake an edition of three or m

ore prints, 
sign, and num

ber. 

• Found objects 
• Sponges 
• Stam

ps 
• Ink 
• Paint 
• Stam

p pad 
• Brayers and rollers 
• G

lue 

• A
ndy W

arhol   
• M

arx Ernst 
• Elizabeth Catlett 
• K

athe K
ollw

itz 
• Sam

ella Lew
is 

• D
elita M

artin 
• Caledonia Curry 
• Benjie Torrado Cabrera 
• Favianna Rodriguez 

• Print + Repeat Print, Inspired 
by A

ndy W
arhol’s N

ational 
Velvet (San Francisco 
M

useum
 of M

odern Art) 
• Recycled Cardboard – 

Tropical Fish Earth D
ay 

Project (D
eep Space Sparkle) 

• M
ondays w

ith M
oM

A
 

(M
useum

 of M
odern Art) 

• Com
plem

entary Creature 
Prints (Art w

ith M
rs. 

Film
ore) 
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M
ixed M

edia 
is the com

bination of different m
aterials. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 

• Com
bine m

aterials to create m
ixed m

edia prints, 
paintings, draw

ings, collages, and graphic art. 
• Consider texture, pattern, and focal point w

hen 
designing a collage using m

any m
aterials. 

• Create a self-portrait using various m
aterials 

including som
e that tell about them

selves. 
• Create a geom

etric design reinforcing the concept 
of radial sym

m
etry. 

• Explore com
puter art w

ith im
ages. 

• Explore fabric arts (e.g., stitchery, w
eaving, found 

objects). 

• M
agazines 

• Calendars 
• Fabric 
• Y

arn 
• V

ariety of paper 
• Com

puter program
s 

• Faith R
inggold 

• Roy Lichtenstein 
• Ellen G

allagher 
• A

m
anda 

Phingbodhipakkiya 
• M

arilyn N
ance 

• Edm
onia Lew

is 
• M

eta V
aux W

arrick Fuller 
• N

jideka A
kunyili Crosby 

• Faith Ringgold: O
ur O

w
n 

Story Q
uilts (Project 

ARTiculate) 
• Q

uilting w
ith Fractions and 

Sym
m

etry (Project 
ARTiculate) 

• O
verlapping Shapes, 

W
orking w

ith Texture and 
Pattern (Art Tango) 

• Tissue Paper Collage, Part 1 
(Art Tango) 

• Tissue Paper Collage, Part 2 
(Art Tango) 

• Tissue Paper Collage, Part 3 
(Art Tango) 
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Sculpture 
is the creation of form

s that fill space or three dim
ensions (3D

). 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 

• Explore various m
aterials to create form

s in space. 
• Be able to differentiate betw

een 2D
 and 3D

. 
• U

se w
ord sculpture w

hen talking about 3D
 art. 

• U
se a clay cube to create a subtractive sculpture by 

carving it. 
• H

and-build w
ith clay learning slab construction 

techniques. 
• Create free-standing sculptures using found 

objects. 
• A

fter m
aking a sim

ple sculpture, draw
 it. 

• Continue to draw
 w

ith w
ire, adding other m

aterials 
to create an assem

blage or additive sculpture. 
• W

ork w
ith a partner to m

ake a free-standing 
sculpture using a variety of m

aterials. 

• Clay 
• M

odeling dough 
• Paper 
• W

ire pipe cleaners 
• Clay tools 
• W

ood 
• Fabric and yarn 
• Found objects 

• John H
oover 

• A
lexander Calder 

• Christo and Jeanne Claude 
• V

alerie M
aynard 

• Y
ayoi K

usam
a 

• Tyree G
uyton 

• Juan Q
uezada 

• Loiuse N
evelson 

• Law
rence Jam

es Beck  
• D

iane D
idi Rojas 

• Cheryl Eve A
costa 

• Raven Sculptures: John 
H

oover (Project ARTiculate) 
• Expressionist Environm

ents 
(Project ARTiculate) 

• The Elem
ents of A

rt: Form
 

(N
ational G

allery of Art) 
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K
its A

vailable Through D
estiny 

(See instructions here.) 

Lessons w
ith K

its  
(D

igital lessons available.) 
Lessons W

ithout K
its 

• Birch Poetree A
rt K

it 
• Caribou on the Tundra  
• Fairbanks River Travel D

uring the gold Rush D
ays 

• Faith Ringgold’s Bridges A
rt K

it 
• Frog in M

onet’s Pond A
rt K

it\ 
• Jam

es Schoppert-M
odern Faces ( 2 parts) art K

it 
• M

agic M
achines A

rt K
iit 

• M
onet’s U

nderw
ater W

orld A
rt K

it 
• Q

uilting w
ith Fractions and Sym

m
etry A

rt K
it 

• Ringgold: I can fly A
rt K

it 
• A

laskan A
nim

als and Franz A
rt K

it 
• Celebrating the A

rt Elem
ents A

rt K
it 

• D
og m

ushing: Sprinting and Printing  
• Flow

er Parts A
rt K

it 
• H

aring’s A
ction Figures A

rt K
it 

• M
urals of O

ur Tow
ns and V

illages A
rt K

it 
• Picasso’s M

usicians (2 parts) A
rt K

it 
• Picasso’s Portraits A

rt K
it 

• Ringgold’s M
em

ory Q
uilt A

rt K
it 

• Line and Shape M
essages A

rt K
it 

• Blue D
og: A

 Pop A
rt Icon A

rt K
it 

• Ringgold’s Rhom
bus City Srt K

it 
• Trying out Triangles A

rt K
it 

• W
atercolor M

onotype A
rt K

it 
• Expressionist Environm

ent 
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Section III: R
eflecting on A

rt C
ritically

 
This m

eans learning to evaluate art through an organized process.  Follow
ing four steps assures that students learn to appreciate and 

respect art and ideas.  This process can be applied to w
orks in progress, finished w

ork, historical/ cultural objects, etc. 
 

1. 
Third graders describe art using these design elem

ents: 

Elem
ents 

(Building blocks of art.) 

Line 
• Find	the	lines	at	the	edge	of	shapes. 

Shape 
• Recognize	shape	as	2D. 

Form
 

• Discuss	form	as	3D	and	distinguish	from	2D	shape. 
C

olor 
• Distinguish	between	and	recognize	warm,	cool,	and	neutral	colors. 

V
alue 

• Recognize	that	a	painting	may	use	many	values	(light/dark)	of	one	color. 
Texture 

• Differentiate	between	pieces	of	art	that	use	actual	or	visual	(implied)	
texture. 

Space 
• Recognize	that	large	spaces	can	be	created	within	small	confines. 
• Recognize	concepts	of	overlapping,	relative	size	(scale),	page	placement,	
and	foreground/background	as	a	means	to	show	perspective. 

  
 

2. 
Third graders analyze art using these design principles: 

Principles 
(W

ays to use the 
building blocks.) 

Balance 
• Recognize	radial	symmetry	and	find	it	in	nature	and	in	art. 

C
ontrast 

• Begin	to	recognize	and	identify	differences	in	art. 
Em

phasis 
• Identify	focal	point	or	center	of	interest	in	an	artwork. 

R
hythm

/ Pattern 
• Look	for	repetition	that	suggests	movement. 
• Begin	to	recognize	that	repetition	of	elements	in	patterns	creates	the	
visual	illusion	of	rhythm. 

Proportion/ Scale 
• Look	at	an	object	and	compare	the	relationship	of	one	part	to	another	
and	to	the	whole	as	an	introduction	to	proportion. 

M
ovem

ent 
• Recognize	“movement”	in	art. 

U
nity 

• Discuss	whether	an	artwork	seems	complete	or	unified. 
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3. 
Third graders interpret art using an art vocabulary and personal perspective. 

Students w
ill: 

• V
iew

 art and discuss content and subject m
atter using developing art vocabulary. 

• V
iew

 art and discuss by looking for som
ething in the art that seem

s fam
iliar to their life. 

• Recognize the term
s still life, landscape, portrait, self-portrait, objective, and non-objective art. 

• Be able to discuss any art using developing art vocabulary. 
• D

istinguish betw
een different types of artists including painter, printer, photographer, and sculptor and the art they m

ake. 
• Interpret the artist’s m

eaning w
hen view

ing art. 
• Consider how

 artists use sym
bols (sym

bolism
) in their art to represent ideas. 

• Consider and discuss how
 the art m

akes them
 feel; the m

ood the artist m
ade. 

• Consider how
 artists can intentionally use elem

ents and principles to create m
ood. 

• Identify sources of inspiration in artw
ork. 

• D
iscuss how

 personal experience gives m
eaning to art. 

 
 

 
4. 

Third graders judge art (after the steps above) by discussing one or m
ore w

orks of art using their developing art vocabulary. 
Students w

ill: 
• Continue to express preferences in a respectful and know

ledgeable w
ay and support their statem

ents. 
• Recognize sim

ilarities and differences betw
een tw

o artw
orks and support a preference using appropriate vocabulary. 

• D
iscuss and evaluate artw

ork in a m
an-m

ade environm
ent. 

• Com
pare artw

orks from
 different w

orld cultures. 
• U

se subject m
atter and elem

ents of design to discuss w
orks of art through verbal and w

ritten form
s. 
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Section IV
: Perceiving A

rt from
 a C

ontem
porary, H

istoric, &
 A

esthetic Perspective 
This consists of looking at, talking about, and applying ideas w

hile sim
ultaneously considering beauty and m

eaning (aesthetics). 

Third graders w
ill: 

Learn A
bout Their G

rade-Level A
rtists 

(Refer to the art chart, biographies, and grade-level reproductions) 
C

onsider the H
istorical &

 C
ontem

porary R
ole of A

rt  
in Their Lives &

 the Lives of O
thers 

• Claude M
onet 

• Pablo Picasso 
• Faith Ringgold 
• Robert Jam

es “Jim
” Schoppert 

• Continue to distinguish betw
een draw

ing, painting, printm
aking, and 

sculpture. 
• V

iew
 a variety of styles from

 different tim
es and places. 

• D
istinguish betw

een original art and reproductions. 
• Recognize that different cultures have different art form

s, traditions, and 
rituals. 

• Focus on the art and culture of indigenous interior A
laska A

thabascan people. 
• Recognize that art has been m

ade in all tim
es and places; distinguish betw

een 
historic and contem

porary. 
• W

rite descriptions of art and artifacts using art vocabulary. 
• U

nderstand that advertising is a form
 of art that is altered to the audience; find 

and discuss exam
ples. 

• D
iscuss being a ‘sm

art shopper,’ realizing that products are designed to appeal 
for financial gain purposes. 

• Begin to understand how
 design and m

edia shape public opinion through the 
use of art. 

C
onsider the R

ole of A
rt in Their Lives 

U
nderstand that There are A

rtists W
orking in Their C

om
m

unity 
• Start to identify universal them

es in art (e.g., com
m

unity, culture, nature). 
• U

nderstand that artists purposefully com
m

unicate ideas, em
otions, and 

events using art form
s. 

• Recognize that artw
orks of the sam

e style share certain characteristics. 
• U

nderstand that art exists in a variety of public settings (e.g., churches, 
parks, airports). 

• U
nderstand that art enriches their environm

ent through beauty and m
eaning 

by focusing on the role of m
useum

s. 
• Continue to view

 and objectively discuss artw
ork in class, including their 

ow
n and reproductions of fam

ous w
ork. 

• D
evelop aw

areness of the role of artists in objects of daily life. 
• U

nderstand the role of the illustrator in addition to other artist career roles. 
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G
rade 4 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Fourth grade students w
ill continue to learn expanding art concepts and vocabulary, w

hile using a broad range of both 2D
 and 3D

 art m
aterials and 

techniques. Fourth graders are beginning to develop real skills in handling m
aterials and applying developed ideas to their w

ork, and they w
ill be 

expected to build on these abilities. Som
e students are also beginning to fear failure and m

ay shy aw
ay from

 art. Therefore, lessons w
ill be diverse, 

encouragem
ent w

ill be broad, and flexibility w
ill be expected in every lesson so that students are strengthened as artists. Lastly, verbal fluency w

ill be 
encouraged w

hen discussing or w
riting about art. 

 
 

 
 

Fourth G
raders w

ill: 
• 

A
pply im

agination and creativity to their art. 
• 

Learn to find relationships betw
een art and the w

orld beyond the classroom
. 

• 
Seek solutions to art problem

s and questions. 
• 

Exhibit self-discipline w
hen w

orking as an artist. 
• 

Learn to respect the w
orking and thinking space of others. 

• 
W

ork individually and collaboratively. 
• 

Learn to care for tools and m
aterials during and after w

ork. 
• 

U
se tools safely. 

• 
Enjoy the process w

hile learning how
 to use m

aterials and tools w
ith ow

n ideas. 
• 

Finish w
ork and prepare for display. 

• 
Learn to use tools properly for desired effects. 

• 
D

em
onstrate personal responsibility through the care, safe use, and clean up of tools, m

aterials, and equipm
ent. 

 Suggested R
esources: 

• 
Project A

rticulate 
• 

See the appendix for: 
o 

D
igital lesson plans 

o 
A

dditional resources 
To view

 appendix item
s listed above, login to G

oogle D
rive w

ith your district login credentials.  If parents or anyone from
 the public w

ould like to 
view

 these docum
ents, contact Teaching and Learning at (907) 452-2000 ext. 11422 or teachingandlearning@

k12northstar.org.  
V

ocabulary: 
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balance 
circle/sphere 
color schem

e 
com

plem
entary colors 

contrast 
culture 
detail 
em

bellish 

em
phasis 

foreground 
gallery/m

useum
 

historic/contem
porary 

line/contour line 
personal style 
photographer 
positive/negative space 

 printm
aker 

rectangle/cylinder 
shape/form

 
space 

square/cube 
sym

bol 
triangle/cone/pyram

id 
value 

Section I: G
rade Level A

rtists 
G

rade Level A
rtists 

(R
equired) 

N
am

e 
D

ate of Birth/ 
D

ate of D
eath 

Education/ Training 
C

ategory 
Biography 

K
atsushika 
H

okusai 
1760-1849 

A
pprentice 

Japanese 
w

oodblock 
painter 

H
okusai w

as born in Japan and spent m
ost of  

his w
orking life in Tokyo. H

e is best know
n for 

his dynam
ic w

oodblock prints and draw
ings of 

landscapes. H
okusai started as an artist’s apprentice and over 

tim
e, he becam

e a great draftsm
an. Subsequently, he 

developed his ow
n dynam

ic, distinctive style. H
okusai’s m

ost 
iconic creation is “The G

reat W
ave of K

anagaw
a.” H

e is 
know

n as one of the greatest artists in art history. N
otably, his 

w
ork influenced V

incent V
an G

ogh and his im
pressionist 

peers. 
G

eorgia 
O

’K
eeffe 

1887-1986 
 

A
m

erican painter 
O

’K
eeffe w

as born in rural W
isconsin and divided her 

w
orking life betw

een N
ew

 Y
ork City, U

pstate N
ew

 Y
ork, 

Texas, V
irginia, and N

ew
 M

exico. She is m
ost know

n for her 
strong, personal vision resulting in sim

plified and sensual 
paintings show

ing im
ages of the natural w

orld from
 unusual 

perspectives. H
er large form

at painting of flow
ers, bones, and 

landscapes are highly recognizable. She painted until age 98. 
M

elvin O
lanna 

1941-1991 
Institute of 
A

m
erican 

Indian A
rts in 

Sante Fe, 
N

ew
 M

exico &
  

U
niversity of 

A
laska 

A
laska N

ative artist 
O

lanna w
as born in Shishm

aref, A
laska, on the Bering Sea 

Coast. H
e spent m

ost of his w
orking life in Shishm

aref and on 
the Suquam

ish Indian reservation in W
ashington. O

lanna is 
m

ost know
n for sculptural and graphic im

ages of people and 
creatures from

 the Bering Sea coast w
here he grew

 up. A
 

recognizable piece of O
lanna’s sculpture is his large bronze 

polar bear in front of the Patty G
ym

nasium
 at the U

niversity 
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of A
laska Fairbanks. O

lanna produced sculptures in m
arble, 

bronze, bone, w
ood, and alum

inum
. H

is pieces m
ay be found 

all over A
laska and in collections throughout the Pacific 

N
orthw

est. 

N
am

e 
D

ate of Birth/ 
D

ate of D
eath 

Education/ Training 
C

ategory 
Biography 

R
on 

Senungetuk 
1933-2020 

A
A

S &
 BFA

 
from

 
Rochester 
Institute of 

Technology, 
N

ew
 Y

ork &
  

Statens 
H

andverks &
 

K
unstindustri 

Skole in O
slo, 

N
orw

ay 

A
laska N

ative 
artist 

Ron Senungetuk is an Inupiaq Eskim
o artist. H

e w
as 

raised in W
ales, A

laska and later lived in H
om

er.  A
s a 

young hunting apprentice in W
ales, he learned ivory 

carving techniques from
 his uncles. Later, he w

as 
introduced to m

odern European artists at M
t. Edgecum

be 
H

igh and the basics of A
laska N

ative art through the 
collection at the Sheldon Jackson M

useum
. 

 Senungetuk w
ent to college at the Rochester Institute of 

Technology, N
ew

 Y
ork, w

here he studied w
oodw

orking 
and m

etal sm
ithing w

ith tw
o D

anish professors. They 
encouraged him

 to learn about Scandinavian arts and 
crafts. H

e w
as aw

arded a Fulbright Scholarship to study 
art in O

slo, N
orw

ay and subsequently becam
e proficient 

in the art of the region. 
 Senungetuk w

as a long-standing professor of art and 
design at U

niversity of A
laska, Fairbanks (U

A
F).  

From
 1965 to 1986, he w

as the director of the N
ative 

A
rts Center at U

A
F and the head of the art departm

ent 
betw

een 1977 and 1986. U
pon his retirem

ent in 1986, 
he m

oved to H
om

er w
here he continued to w

ork. H
is 

w
ork can be found in m

ultiple locations in Fairbanks: 
Ticasuk Brow

n Elem
entary, N

oel W
ien Library, U

A
F 

M
useum

 of The N
orth, D

enali Center and at Fairbanks 
International A

irport. 
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Senungetuk produced art using the follow
ing m

edium
s: 

sculpture, carved panels, jew
elry, m

etal, and w
ood. Later 

in life he based m
uch of his art on O

ld Bering Sea 
im

agery that dates back 2000 years. 

N
am

e 
D

ate of Birth/ 
D

ate of D
eath 

Education/ Training 
C

ategory 
Biography 

R
on 

Senungetuk 
continued…

 

 
 

 
Senungetuk w

as presented the follow
ing aw

ards: 
Fulbright Fellow

ship, D
enali N

ational Park A
rtist-in- 

Residence (2008), and G
overnor’s A

w
ard for Lifetim

e 
A

chievem
ent in the A

rts and H
um

anities (2014). H
is 

w
ork can be found at the A

nchorage M
useum

 and the 
U

niversity of A
laska M

useum
 of the N

orth (Fairbanks). 
A

lso, he founded and directed the N
ative A

rts Center at 
the U

niversity of A
laska Fairbanks. 

  

Section II: Producing A
rt 

This is experiencing the processes of art; it is the act of solving problem
s. 

D
raw

ing 
is the portrayal of an ideas using line and/or tone. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 
• D

raw
 using a w

ide variety of tools (e.g., vine 
charcoal, eraser, assortm

ent of hard/soft and colored 
pencils, pastels). 

• Recognize and practice contour line draw
ings. 

• Learn to draw
 basic 3D

 form
s and add shading 

according to light sources. 
• U

se a variety of techniques to show
 perspective; use 

detail in foreground. 
• Continue to experience actual textures, then draw

 
them

 to create im
plied textures in draw

ing. 
• Explore unconventional form

ats. 

• Pencil, pen, eraser 
• M

arkers 
• Crayons 
• O

il pastels 
• Colored pencils 
• Charcoal, chalk 
• V

ariety of tools 

• R
on Senungetuk 

• W
illiam

 Berry 
• A

ndy W
arhol 

• G
eorgia O

’keefe 
• Leonardo da V

inci 
• M

ichelangelo Buonarroti 
• Sydney Law

rence 
• H

okusai 
• M

irium
 Shapiro 

• Bill Berry 
• Friedrich H

undertw
asser 

• C
entennial Bridge 

• R
on Senungetuk: 

Interpretive Shape 
• Shells w

ith G
eorgia 

O
’K

eeffe 
• H

okusai’s M
anga: A

nim
al 

D
raw

ing 
• Rachel Carson: Silent Spring 
• Portraits w

ith M
ood/Texture 

• Bird D
raw

ing w
ith Bill Berry 

• Can’s w
ith A

ndy W
arhol 
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• Continue to draw
 from

 stories, nature, im
agination, 

m
em

ory, observation, still-life, and curriculum
 

them
es; continue to use m

usic, m
ovem

ent, and m
ood 

for inspiration. 

• Frank Lloyd W
right 

• Florence N
upok M

alew
otkuk 

• D
oug Lindstrand 

• Salm
on Sum

m
er in K

odiak 
• D

eep Space 
• Bl;ue D

og: Pop A
rt 

• Plant D
raw

ing 

Painting 
is the application of paint to a surface. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 

• U
se a variety of painting m

edium
 (e.g., tem

pera, 
tem

pera cakes, w
atercolor, painting crayons, 

pencils). 
• U

se a variety of painting tools to create different 
effects (e.g., stipple, hard- and soft-edged, splatter, 
fluid). 

• Paint on a variety of sm
ooth or rough surfaces 

(e.g., papers, board, cardboard, cloth). 
• Paint on a variety of sm

ooth or rough surfaces 
(e.g., papers, board, cardboard, cloth) of different 
shapes and sizes. 

• Produce a color w
heel using prim

ary and 
secondary colors; identify w

arm
, cool, and neutral 

color schem
es. 

• Continue using black and w
hite (or a deep color 

and w
hite) to create a seven-range color scale; use 

in artw
ork. 

• Create a painting that show
s a m

ood; determ
ine 

m
ood and colors beforehand. 

• W
atercolors 

• Fingerpaint 
• Tem

pera paint 
• Painting crayons 
• W

ashable tem
pera cakes 

• V
ariety of tools 

• A
lvin A

m
ason 

• A
nnaM

ary Robertson 
M

oses 
• Franz M

arc 
• Piet M

odrian 
• H

enri M
atisse 

• H
okusai 

• G
rant W

ood 
• Claude M

onet 
• Pablo Picasso 
• M

ichelangelo 
• M

ary Cassatt 
• A

ndy W
arhol 

• W
indlow

 H
om

er 
• Sydney Law

rence 
• Leonardo da V

inci 
• Claire Fejes 
• K

es W
oodw

ard 
• Todd Sherm

an 

• A
laska Landscapes w

ith 
G

eorgia O
’K

eeffe 
• H

okusai’s W
aterfall 

W
onder A

rt kit 
• A

frican Painted W
alls 

• A
leut Basket Painting 

• Rachel Carson Silent Spring 
• A

m
ason’s 3D

 A
nim

als  
• A

laska A
nim

als and Franz 
M

arc  
• A

sian Bam
boo Painting 

• Statue of Liberty 
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Printm
aking 

is the act that transfers an im
age, often w

ith m
ultiple copies. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 

• Com
bine stam

ping w
ith another style of printing. 

• M
ake a m

onoprint by printing from
 a printing plate 

and elaborating w
ith pen. 

• Be introduced to em
bossing using a cardboard 

plate print. 
• U

se stencils to create a tw
o-color stencil print w

ith 
dabbing, rubbing, or sponge painting. 

• Construct a relief print using string. 
• M

ake an edition of five prints, sign, and num
ber 

properly. 

• Found objects 
• Sponges 
• Stam

ps 
• Ink 
• Paint 
• Stam

p pad 
• Brayers and rollers 
• G

lue 

• H
okusai 

• A
ndy W

arhol 
• A

lbrecht D
urer 

• M
atisse 

• Pablo Picasso 
• Salvador D

ali 
• Elizabeth Catlett 
• Elizabeth M

urray 
• W

angechi M
utu 

• K
aren Lederer 

• D
elita M

artin 
• Sw

oon (Caledonia Curry) 
• Barbara Jones-H

ogu 
• Fransisco Souto 
• Benie Torrado Cabrera 
• Favianna Rodriguez 

• H
okusai Insect Prints 

• Jellybean Books 
• Snow

flake Prints 
• O

lann’s A
rctic A

nim
al Prints 

• Japanese Fish Prints 
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M
ixed M

edia 
is the com

bination of different m
aterials. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 

• Com
bine m

aterials to create m
ixed m

edia prints, 
paintings, draw

ings, collages, and graphic art. 
• Com

bine m
aterials to create a landscape show

ing 
perspective techniques (e.g., size, placem

ent, 
overlapping, detail). 

• U
se various m

aterials to create a collage that has a 
‘statem

ent’ about a social or environm
ental issue; 

w
ith a partner, create a m

ixed m
edia piece that has 

hum
or. 

• M
ake ever m

ore com
plex exam

ples of bilateral and 
radial design using a m

ix of m
aterials. 

• Explore and produce com
puter art w

ith im
ported 

im
ages. 

• M
ake a sim

ple loom
 and do a w

eaving, 
understanding w

arp and w
eft. 

• M
agazines 

• Calendars 
• Fabric 
• Y

arn 
• V

ariety of paper 
• Com

puter program
s 

• Rom
are Bearden 

• D
enise W

allace 
• Faith Ringgold 
• K

athleen Carlo-K
endall 

• H
okusai 

• H
enri M

atisse 
• A

ndy G
oldsw

orthy 
• M

iriam
 Shapiro 

• H
enri M

atisse 
• K

athleen Carol-K
endall 

• D
ixie A

lexander 
• H

annah Solom
on 

• D
elores Sloan 

• N
jideka A

kunyili Crosby 
• Teri Rofkar 

• Rom
are Bearden: M

ood 
Collages 

• A
leut Basket Painting 

• O
cean Life D

ioram
a 

• Ringgold’s M
em

ory Q
uilt 

• N
orthern M

igrations: Cranes, 
Caribous and Salm

on 
• H

okusai’s W
aterfall W

onder 
• M

atisse Cutouts 
• O

cean Life D
ioram

a 
• Spirit M

asks 
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Sculpture 
is the creation of form

s that fill space or three dim
ensions (3D

). 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 

• Explore various m
aterials to create form

s in space. 
• U

se the follow
ing w

ords in context: tw
o-

dim
ensional (2D

), three-dim
ensional (3D

), 
additive/subtractive sculpture, and m

odeling. 
• Com

bine tw
o construction techniques in a single 

clay piece (e.g., pinch, coil, slab, m
odeling). 

• Learn how
 to score and join pieces using slab 

construction techniques. 
• U

nderstand the basics of w
hy and how

 clay is 
“fired.” 

• Create an additive sculpture using w
ire, paper, and 

other m
aterials in com

bination w
ith found objects. 

• Continue to draw
 w

ith w
ire, adding other m

aterials 
to create an assem

blage or additive sculpture. 
• M

ake a bas relief sculpture using w
ood scraps and 

other m
aterials. 

• Clay 
• M

odeling dough 
• Paper 
• W

ire pipe cleaners 
• Clay tools 
• W

ood 
• Fabric and yarn 
• Found objects 

• M
elvin O

lanna 
• R

on Senungetuk 
• H

enry M
oore 

• M
aria M

artinez 
• Jam

es Schoppert 
• A

lexander Calder 
• V

ictor V
asarely 

• H
enry Rousseau 

• D
eborah Butterfield 

• Tam
m

y H
olland 

• D
iana Rojas 

• D
a-ka-xeen M

ehner 

• M
elvin O

lanna Butterfly 
Paper Sculpture 

• O
lanna’s Paper Sculpture 

• Cans w
ith A

ndy W
arhol 

• Jam
es Schoppert: M

odern 
Faces A

rt K
it 

• Solar Sculpture 
• Insect Sculptures 
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K
its A

vailable Through D
estiny 

(See instructions here.) 

Lessons w
ith K

its  
(D

igital lessons available.) 
Lessons W

ithout K
its 

• A
leut Basket W

eaving  
• A

m
ason's 3D

 A
nim

als  
• A

ntlers : O
bserve like O

'K
eeffe   

• Bearden: M
ood Collages  

• BEA
Ring M

essages   
• Bird D

raw
ing w

ith Bill Berry.  
• Butterfly Paper Sculpture  
• D

eep Space  
• Exploring Perspective   
• H

okusai - Bloom
s, Birds and Bugs   

• H
okusai Insect: Japanese Prints  

• H
okusai’s M

anga - A
nim

al D
raw

ings   
• H

okusai's W
aterfall W

onder  
• O

'K
eeffe: A

laskan Landscapes A
rt  

• O
lanna's A

rctic A
nim

al Prints A
rt 

• K
andinsky’s Secret W

orld A
rt K

it  
• Ron Senungetuk : Interpretive Shapes (Lesson 1), M

igration 
Interpretation (Lesson 2), Concentric Circles (Lesson 3)  

• Ron Senungetuk’s Sunscapes  
• Salm

on Sum
m

er in K
odiak  

• Senungetuk’s Repeated Shapes    
• Spirit M

asks  
• Statue of Liberty (2 Parts)   
• Stom

p to the M
usic  

• Storyknifing O
ur Sym

bols   
• Tolerance Banners   
• A

ndy G
oldsw

orthy: A
rt from

 the Earth A
rt  

• Bam
boo Painting 

• M
aya D

esigns 
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Section III: R
eflecting on A

rt C
ritically

 
This m

eans learning to evaluate art through an organized process.  Follow
ing four steps assures that students learn to appreciate and 

respect art and ideas.  This process can be applied to w
orks in progress, finished w

ork, historical/ cultural objects, etc. 
 

I fo
u

n
d

 I co
u

ld
 sa

y th
in

g
s w

ith
 co

lo
r a

n
d

 sh
a

pes th
a

t I co
u

ld
n

’t 
Sa

y a
n

y o
th

er w
a

y…
 th

in
g

s I h
a

d
 n

o
 w

o
rd

s fo
r. 

~ G
eorgia O

’K
eeffe 

1. 
Fourth graders describe art using these design elem

ents: 

Elem
ents 

(Building blocks of art.) 

Line 
• Recognize contour lines in draw

ings. 
Shape 

• N
am

e geom
etric shapes as related to form

s (e.g., circle/sphere, square/cube, 
triangle/cone, and rectangle/cylinder). 

• Begin to understand organic shapes (e.g., puddle, leaf). 
Form

 
• Continue to identify form

s as related to shapes. 
C

olor 
• Recognize intensity changes through use of com

plem
entary colors. 

V
alue 

• U
nderstand how

 values change through use of black and w
hite. 

• Recognize different values of light/dark. 
Texture 

• Experience an actual texture and differentiate from
 visual (im

plied) 
exam

ples of that texture. 
Space 

• Begin to recognize positive and negative space. 
• D

istinguish the degree of detail in the foreground is a w
ay of show

ing 
perspective (detail). 

• Recognize foreground/background, overlapping, intersecting, size, and 
placem

ent as perspective tools. 
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2. 
Fourth graders analyze art using these design principles: 

Principles 
(W

ays to use the 
building blocks.) 

Balance 
• Continue to recognize sym

m
etry and radial design in w

orks of art. 
• Consider w

hether a w
ork of art is (feels) balanced. 

C
ontrast 

• Consider w
hether a w

ork of art has contrast. 
Em

phasis 
• Identify the focal point or center of interest in an artw

ork. 
R

hythm
/ Pattern 

• Recognize that repetition of elem
ents creates the visual illusion of rhythm

 
and m

ovem
ent. 

• Recognize how
 patterns can create rhythm

 using color, line, shape, and form
. 

Proportion/ Scale 
• Begin to learn body proportions and vocabulary. 

M
ovem

ent 
• Recognize and identify “m

ovem
ent” in art. 

U
nity 

• D
iscuss w

hether an artw
ork seem

s com
plete or unified. 

  

3. 
Fourth graders interpret art using an art vocabulary and personal perspective. 

Students w
ill: 

• D
iscuss the content of a w

ork of art using m
aturing art vocabulary. 

• V
iew

 artw
ork(s) and share opinions in a positive w

ay, supported by personal perspective. 
• Begin to recognize the im

plied content in artw
ork. 

• Recognize the term
s still life, landscape, portrait, self-portrait, objective, and non-objective art. 

• Be able to discuss any art using developing art vocabulary. 
• D

istinguish betw
een different types of artists including painter, printer, photographer, and sculptor and the art they m

ake. 
• Interpret the artist’s m

eaning w
hen view

ing art. 
• Consider how

 artists use sym
bols (sym

bolism
) in their art to represent ideas. 

• Consider and discuss how
 the art m

akes them
 feel; the m

ood did the artist m
ade. 

• Consider how
 artists can intentionally use elem

ents and principles to create m
ood. 

• Identify sources of inspiration in artw
ork. 

• D
iscuss how

 personal experience gives m
eaning to art. 
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4. 
Fourth graders judge art (after the steps above) by discussing one or m

ore w
orks of art using their developing art vocabulary. 

Students w
ill: 

• Continue to express preferences in a respectful and know
ledgeable w

ay and support their statem
ents. 

• M
ake and support personal decisions and statem

ents about art preferences. 
• Com

pare and contrast tw
o w

orks of art. 
• D

iscuss and evaluate artw
ork in a m

an-m
ade environm

ent. 
• Com

pare artw
orks from

 different w
orld cultures. 

• U
se subject m

atter and elem
ents of design to discuss w

orks of art through verbal and w
ritten form

s. 
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Section IV
: Perceiving A

rt from
 a C

ontem
porary, H

istoric, &
 A

esthetic Perspective 
This consists of looking at, talking about, and applying ideas w

hile sim
ultaneously considering beauty and m

eaning (aesthetics). 

Fourth graders w
ill: 

Learn A
bout Their G

rade-Level A
rtists 

(Refer to the art chart, biographies, and grade-level reproductions) 
C

onsider the H
istorical &

 C
ontem

porary R
ole of A

rt  
in Their Lives &

 the Lives of O
thers 

• K
atsushika H

okusai 
• G

eorgia O
’K

eeffe 
• M

elvin O
lanna 

• Continue to distinguish betw
een w

ays of m
aking art. 

• Identify photography and printm
aking as art form

s. 
• V

iew
 a variety of styles from

 different tim
es and places. 

• D
istinguish betw

een original art and reproductions. 
• U

nderstand that art reflects culture by recording ideas, em
otions, and 

events. 
• Focus on A

laska’s native indigenous cultures. 
• Recognize that art has been m

ade in all tim
es and places; distinguish 

betw
een historic and contem

porary. 
• Continue to w

rite descriptions of art and artifacts using art vocabulary. 
• U

se ‘criticism
s’ techniques to talk or w

rite about art (e.g., describe 
elem

ents, analyze principles, interpret intent and m
eaning, judge, ask 

w
 questions: w

hat, w
here, w

hy, w
hen, w

ho). 
• U

nderstand that advertising is a form
 of art that is altered to the 

audience; find and discuss exam
ples. 

• D
iscuss being a ‘sm

art shopper,’ realizing that products are designed 
to appeal for financial gain purposes. 

• Begin to understand how
 design and m

edia shape public opinion 
through the use of art. 
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Fourth graders w
ill: 

C
onsider the R

ole of A
rt in Their Lives 

U
nderstand that There are A

rtists W
orking in Their C

om
m

unity 

• Start to identify universal them
es in art (e.g., com

m
unity, culture, 

nature). 
• U

nderstand that artists purposefully com
m

unicate ideas, em
otions, and 

events using art form
s. 

• Begin to understand personal style and how
 it is evident in a 

classroom
. 

• Identify sim
ilarities am

ong artw
ork m

ade in a specific style. 
• U

nderstand that art exists in a variety of public settings (e.g., churches, 
parks, airports). 

• Begin to understand that m
useum

s are vital institutions that collect, 
preserve, classify, and display im

portant w
orks of art and culture. 

• D
ifferentiate betw

een the role of a m
useum

 versus the various types of 
galleries that house collections for sale. 

• Continue to view
 and objectively discuss artw

ork in class, including 
their ow

n and reproductions of fam
ous w

ork. 

• D
evelop aw

areness of the role of artists in objects of daily life. 
• U

nderstand the role of the photographer and printm
aker in addition to 

other artist career roles. 

     
If h

ea
ven

 h
a

d
 o

n
ly g

ra
n

ted
 m

e five m
o
re yea

rs, 
I co

u
ld

 h
a

ve b
eco

m
e a

 rea
l pa

in
ter. 

~ K
atsushika H

okusai 
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G
rade 5 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Fifth grade students w
ill learn developing art concepts and vocabulary, w

hile using a broad range of both 2D
 and 3D

 art m
aterials and techniques. Fifth 

graders are developing lasting skills in handling m
aterials and applying developed ideas to their w

ork, and they w
ill be expected to build on these 

abilities. Som
e students are also beginning to “fear failure” and m

ay shy aw
ay from

 art. Therefore, lessons w
ill be diverse, encouragem

ent w
ill be broad, 

and flexibility w
ill be expected in every lesson so that students are strengthened as artists. V

erbal fluency w
ill be encouraged w

hen discussing or w
riting 

about art. 
 

 
 

 
Fifth G

raders w
ill: 

• 
A

pply im
agination and creativity to their art. 

• 
Learn to find relationships betw

een art and the w
orld beyond the classroom

. 
• 

Seek solutions to art problem
s and questions. 

• 
Exhibit self-discipline w

hen w
orking as an artist. 

• 
Learn to respect the w

orking and thinking space of others. 
• 

W
ork individually and collaboratively. 

• 
Learn to care for tools and m

aterials during and after w
ork. 

• 
U

se tools safely. 
• 

Enjoy the process w
hile learning how

 to use m
aterials and tools w

ith ow
n ideas. 

• 
Finish w

ork and prepare for display. 
• 

Learn to use tools properly for desired effects. 
• 

D
em

onstrate personal responsibility through the care, safe use, and clean up of tools, m
aterials, and equipm

ent. 
 Suggested R

esources: 
• 

Project A
rticulate 

• 
See the appendix for: 

o 
D

igital lesson plans 
o 

A
dditional resources 

To view
 appendix item

s listed above, login to G
oogle D

rive w
ith your district login credentials.  If parents or anyone from

 the public w
ould like to 

view
 these docum

ents, contact Teaching and Learning at (907) 452-2000 ext. 11422 or teachingandlearning@
k12northstar.org.  

V
ocabulary: 

abstract 
architect 
collograph 

Com
puter-generated art 

construction 
graphic art/designer 

illustration 
m

obile 
m

onochrom
atic 

m
osaic 

nonrepresentational 
m

useum
 curator 

 principles of design 
proportion/scale 
realistic/abstract 

sketch 
stabile 
style 



Fairbanks N
orth Star B

orough School D
istrict  

 73   
G

rade 5 
A

rt C
urriculum

 
 

A
dopted A

pril 1, 2025 

color intensity 
heritage 

m
onoprint 

outline 
resist 

surface texture 

Section I: G
rade Level A

rtists 
 

G
rade Level A

rtists 
(R

equired) 

N
am

e 
D

ate of Birth/ 
D

ate of D
eath 

Education/ Training 
C

ategory 
Biography 

A
lvin Eli 

A
m

ason 
1948- 

M
FA

 from
 A

rizona 
State U

niversity 
 

A
m

ason is an A
lutiiq/Sugpiaq painter and sculptor born 

in K
odiak, A

laska. H
e received his M

aster of Fine A
rts 

from
 A

rizona State U
niversity and taught at N

avajo 
Com

m
unity College. H

e is now
 retired from

 the 
U

niversity of A
laska Fairbanks, w

here he w
as the head 

of the A
laska N

ative A
rt Studies program

. H
e is also a 

m
em

ber of the A
laska N

ative A
rts Foundation Board of 

D
irectors.  

 A
m

ason w
as raised catching fish, digging for clam

s, and 
asking questions such as “Papa, w

hy do salm
on jum

p?” 
H

e had asked a lot of people, but his grandfather’s 
answ

er m
ade the m

ost sense to him
 - “They jum

p to see 
w

here they’re at.”  
 A

m
ason’s painting , w

hich often incorporates sculptural 
elem

ents attached or in relief, draw
s less upon the 

traditional im
agery of his N

ative culture than on his 
affection for and understanding of the anim

als that he 
grew

 up hunting and observing w
ith his grandfather, a 

hunting guide in K
odiak. Titles like M

y H
eart G

oes 
Boom

, Boom
, Boom

, Every Tim
e I C

om
e H

ere I’m
 Seeing 

You, and So Pretty to M
e accom

pany expressionistically 
painted im

ages that are both good-natured and insightful.  
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N
am

e 
D

ate of Birth/ 
D

ate of D
eath 

Education/ Training 
C

ategory 
Biography 

A
lvin Eli 

A
m

ason 
continued…

 

 
 

 
A

m
ason has created paintings for A

nchorage International 
A

irport and the U
.S. Federal Courthouse Building in 

A
nchorage, as w

ell as public schools in A
laska. H

is w
ork 

has been in invitational show
s in A

laska, A
rizona, 

M
ichigan, M

ontana, O
klahom

a, and W
ashington, D

C, and 
his w

orks are in the N
ordjyllands K

unstm
useum

 in 
D

enm
ark, the U

niversity of A
laska M

useum
 of the N

orth, 
the A

laska State M
useum

, the Sm
ithsonian A

m
erican A

rt 
M

useum
, and the H

eard M
useum

. 
M

ichelangelo 
Buonarroti 

1475-1654 
A

pprentice ages 13 - 
17 

Italian Renaissance 
artist 

M
ichelangelo w

as born and rem
ained in Italy, spending his 

w
orking life in Florence, Bologna, and Rom

e. H
e w

as a 
Renaissance era artist and he show

ed incredible aptitude 
w

ithin a variety of artistic disciplines. M
ichelangelo is m

ost 
know

n for his highly recognizable larger-than-life sculpture 
of D

avid, fresco paintings on the Sistine Chapel ceiling, and 
the architectural design of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rom

e. 
M

ary C
assatt 

1844-1926 
 

A
m

erican Im
pressionist 

painter 
Cassatt w

as born into a w
ealthy banking fam

ily in 
Pennsylvania. She spent m

ost of her w
orking life in France. 

Cassatt is m
ost know

n for paintings and prints of w
om

en 
and children. N

otably, her colored print w
ork influenced 

her m
ale Im

pressionist peers. M
ary Cassatt w

as quite 
successful at a tim

e w
hen single w

om
en w

ere not expected 
or encouraged to be independent. 

A
ndy W

arhol 
1925-1987 

Carnegie Institute in 
Pittsburgh 

A
m

erican pop artist 
W

arhol (originally W
arhola) w

as born in Pennsylvania and 
his w

orking life w
as m

ostly spent in N
ew

 Y
ork City. H

e is 
m

ost know
n for being the father of the A

m
erican Pop A

rt 
M

ovem
ent. H

is w
ork incorporated iconography produced 

through com
m

ercial art and pre-existing photographs of 
celebrities: Cam

pbell’s soup cans, Brillo pad boxes, and 
im

ages of M
arilyn M

onroe and Jacki K
ennedy. 
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Section II: Producing A
rt 

This is experiencing the processes of art; it is the act of solving problem
s. 

 

D
raw

ing 
is the portrayal of an ideas using line and/or tone. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 

• D
raw

 using a w
ide variety of tools (e.g., vine 

charcoal, eraser, assortm
ent of hard/soft and 

colored pencils, pastels). 
• Continue to explore contour line; use and nam

e 
several types of line (e.g., sketching, outline, 
contour). 

• Continue to practice m
odeling and shaping 

techniques; learn portrait and hum
an body 

proportions. 
• U

se placem
ent, overlapping, size scale, and detail 

w
hen draw

ing to show
 perspective; learn that color 

intensity fades w
ith distance and use in draw

ing. 
• Continue to experience actual textures, then draw

 
them

 to create im
plied textures in draw

ing. 
• W

ork on unconventional form
ats; experim

ent w
ith 

breaking the edges. 
• Continue to draw

 from
 stories, nature, im

agination, 
m

em
ory, observation, still-life, and curriculum

 
them

es; continue to use m
usic, m

ovem
ent, and 

m
ood for inspiration. 

• Pencil, pen, eraser 
• M

arkers 
• Crayons 
• O

il pastels 
• Colored pencils 
• Charcoal, chalk 
• V

ariety of tools 

• A
ndy W

arhol 
• M

ichelangelo Buonarroti  
• H

okusai 
• M

irium
 Shapiro 

• M
atisse 

• Bill Berry 
• Leonardo da V

inci 
• Friedrich H

undertw
asser 

• Frank Lloyd W
right 

• Florence N
upok 

M
alew

otkuk 

• W
arhol Space Fruit A

rt K
it 

• M
ichelangelo’s H

ands 
• Exploring Perspective 
• H

okusai: Birds, Bugs and 
Bloom

s 
• A

ction Figure Collage 
• K

es W
oodw

ard Birch Birch 
Trees 

• Friedrich H
undertw

asser: 
A

rchitect D
raw

ing 
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Painting 
is the application of paint to a surface. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 

• Com
bine the use of a variety of painting m

edium
 

(e.g., tem
pera, tem

pera cakes, w
atercolor, painting 

crayons, pencils) in one artw
ork. 

• U
se a variety of painting tools to create different 

effects (e.g., stipple, hard- and soft-edged, splatter, 
fluid). 

• Experim
ent w

ith a variety of paints on a variety of 
sm

ooth or rough surfaces (e.g., papers, board, 
cardboard, cloth) of different shapes and sizes. 

• Explore com
plem

entary colors and observe how
 

they affect each other w
hen m

ixed (brightness, 
dullness, intensity); use and nam

e color schem
es 

(e.g., w
arm

, cool, neutral, com
plem

entary). 
• Recognize value (lightness/darkness) as a design 

elem
ent and that in a landscape value lightness in 

the distance (atm
ospheric interference); paint a 

m
onochrom

atic landscape that show
s at least seven 

ranges and fore-, m
iddle-, and background. 

• D
istinguish betw

een opaque, translucent and 
transparent, and consider how

 they relate to 
lightness/darkness or value. 

• Create a painting that show
s a m

ood; determ
ine 

m
ood and colors beforehand. 

• W
atercolors 

• Fingerpaint 
• Tem

pera paint 
• Painting crayons 
• W

ashable tem
pera cakes 

• V
ariety of tools 

• A
lvin A

m
ason 

• M
ary C

assatt 
• A

ndy W
arhol   

• H
enri M

atisse 
• G

rant W
ood 

• V
incent V

an G
ogh 

• Frida K
ahlo 

• A
nna M

ary Robertson 
M

oses 
• Sydney Law

rence 
• Claire Fejes 
• K

es W
oodw

ard 
• Todd Sherm

nan 
• Jill Richie 

• A
m

ason A
nim

al Portraits 
A

rt K
it : Lesson 1 (Eyes on 

Y
ou) 

• A
m

azon’s W
him

sical 
A

nim
als 

• Portraits by M
ary C

assatt 
A

rt K
it 

• Birch Trees w
ith K

es 
W

oodw
ard 

• Bam
boo Painting A

rt K
it 

• M
r. M

cK
inley: Sydney 

Law
rence 
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Printm
aking 

is the act that transfers an im
age, often w

ith m
ultiple copies. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 

• Com
bine stam

ping w
ith another style of printing. 

• M
ake a m

onoprint by printing from
 a printing plate 

and elaborating w
ith pen. 

• Com
bine rubbing w

ith another style of 
printm

aking. 
• U

se stencils to create a tw
o-color stencil print w

ith 
dabbing, rubbing, or sponge painting. 

• Construct a relief print using tw
o of the follow

ing: 
cardboard, glue lines, found objects, and string. 

• M
ake an edition of five prints, sign, and num

ber 
properly. 

• Found objects 
• Sponges 
• Stam

ps 
• Ink 
• Paint 
• Stam

p pad 
• Brayers and rollers 
• G

lue 

• A
ndy W

arhol 
• H

okusai 
• A

lbrecht D
urer 

• M
atisse 

• Pablo Picasso 
• Salvador D

ali 
• Elizabeth Catlett 
• Elizabeth M

urray 
• W

angechi M
utu 

• K
aren Lederer 

• D
elita M

artin 
• Sw

oon (Caledonia Curry) 
• Barbara Jones-H

ogu 
• Fransisco Souto 
• Benie Torrado Cabrera 
• Favianna Rodriguez 

• W
arhol Blotted Line Prints 

• W
arhol Tw

o Shoes, 
M

onotype Printm
aking 

• H
okusai Insect Prints 

• A
frican Textile D

esigns 
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M
ixed M

edia 
is the com

bination of different m
aterials. 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 

• Com
bine m

aterials to create m
ixed m

edia prints, 
paintings, draw

ings, collages, and graphic art. 
• Com

bine m
aterials to create a landscape show

ing 
perspective techniques (e.g., size, placem

ent, 
overlapping, detail). 

• U
se various m

aterials to create a collage that has 
a ‘statem

ent’ about a social or environm
ental 

issue; w
ith a partner, create a m

ixed m
edia piece 

that has hum
or. 

• M
ake ever m

ore com
plex exam

ples of bilateral 
and radial design using a m

ix of m
aterials. 

• Produce com
puter art that show

s ability to 
m

anipulate and integrate im
ages into a piece of 

art. 
• Com

bine a num
ber of m

aterials w
ith fabrics to 

create a com
position of color and design. 

• M
agazines 

• Calendars 
• Fabric 
• Y

arn 
• V

ariety of paper 
• Com

puter program
s 

• A
ndy G

oldsw
orthy 

• Rom
are Bearden 

• M
iriam

 Shapiro 
• H

enri M
atisse 

• K
athleen Carol-K

endall 
• D

ixie A
lexander 

• H
annah Solom

on 
• D

elores Sloan 
• N

jideka A
kunyili Crosby 

• Teri Rofkar 

• A
ndy G

oldsw
orthy: A

rt from
 

the Earth 
• Jazz Collages, Rom

are 
Bearden 

• A
ction Figure Collage 

• Landscape Paper Collages 
• 1-2-3 H

enri M
atisse 
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Sculpture 
is the creation of form

s that fill space or three dim
ensions (3D

). 

Students w
ill: 

M
aterials 

Suggested A
rtists 

Lessons &
 R

esources 

• Explore various m
aterials to create form

s in space. 
• U

se the follow
ing w

ords in context: tw
o-

dim
ensional (2D

), three-dim
ensional (3D

), 
additive/subtractive sculpture, and m

odeling. 
• Com

bine tw
o construction techniques in a single 

clay piece (e.g., pinch, coil, slab, m
odeling). 

• Learn how
 to ‘score and join’ pieces using slab 

construction techniques. 
• U

nderstand the basics of w
hy and how

 clay is 
“fired.” 

• Create an additive sculpture using w
ire, paper, 

and/or found objects put together. 
• Continue to draw

 w
ith w

ire, adding other m
aterials 

to create an assem
blage or additive sculpture. 

• D
esign and build a free-standing sculpture using 

three different m
aterials. 

• Clay 
• M

odeling dough 
• Paper 
• W

ire pipe cleaners 
• Clay tools 
• W

ood 
• Fabric and yarn 
• Found objects 

• M
ichelangelo Buonarroti 

• A
lexander Calder 

• H
enry M

oore 
• V

ictor V
asarely 

• H
enry Rousseau 

• D
eborah Butterfield 

• Tam
m

y H
olland 

• D
iana Rojas 

• D
a-ka-xeen M

ehner 

• M
ichalangelo’s H

ands 
• Flow

er Paper Sculpture 
Celebrations 

• O
axacan A

nim
alitos 

• D
eborah Butterfield H

orse 
Studies 

• G
eom

etric Shapes/Form
s, 

V
asarely 

• Rousseau’s A
laskan 

Rainforest 
• Paper Fish Sculptures 
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K
its A

vailable Through D
estiny 

(See instructions here.) 

Lessons w
ith K

its  
(D

igital lessons available.) 
Lessons W

ithout K
its 

• Portraits of M
ary Cassatt 

• Posters of Fam
ous A

chievers and Explores (2 Parts) 
• W

ords of W
isdom

 Collage (2 parts) 
• A

frican Textile D
esigns 

• A
m

ason A
nim

al Portraits (Lesson 1) 
• A

m
ason A

nim
al Portraits (Lesson 2) 

• A
m

azon’s W
him

sical A
nim

als 
• Bam

boo Painting 
• Barn A

rt Reflections 
• Brainstorm

! 
• D

iatom
 s: M

icroscopic Jew
els 

• G
rateful H

ands Book A
rt 

• H
enri Roussseau: A

n A
laskan Rainforest 

• inFO
RM

ative D
raw

ing and Shading 
• Inside and O

utside of M
e 

• Landscapes: Points of V
iew

 
• M

ichelangelo’s H
ands 

• N
ew

 W
ays of U

sing Color (A
rt A

ppreciation) 
• Ray Troll Salm

on Sketches 
• W

arhol Blotted Line Prints 
• W

arhol Space Fruit 
• W

arhol W
allpaper  

• A
ndy G

oldsw
orthy: A

rt from
 the Earth  

• Cans, Cans, Cans- A
ndy W

arhol, G
raphic A

rtist 
• Cassatt, M

ary: A
m

erican Im
pressionist  

• M
aya D

esigns 
• M

onogram
s 

• N
orthern M

igrations: Cranes, Caribou and Salm
on 

• O
axacan Patterned A

nim
alitos 

• Snow
flake Prints 

• Storyknifing O
ur Sym

bols 
• Tolerance Banners 
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Section III: R
eflecting on A

rt C
ritically

 
This m

eans learning to evaluate art through an organized process.  Follow
ing four steps assures that students learn to appreciate and 

respect art and ideas.  This process can be applied to w
orks in progress, finished w

ork, historical/ cultural objects, etc. 
 

If pa
in

tin
g

 is n
o
 lo

n
g

er n
eed

ed
, it seem

s a
 pity th

a
t so

m
e o

f u
s  

a
re b

o
rn

 in
to

 th
e w

o
rld

 w
ith

 su
ch

 a
 pa

ssio
n

 fo
r lin

e a
n

d
 co

lo
r. 

~ M
ary Cassatt 

 

1. 
Fifth graders describe art using these design elem

ents: 

Elem
ents 

(Building blocks of art.) 

Line 
• D

istinguish betw
een contour line, outline, and sketching. 

Shape 
• N

am
e 2D

 shapes that relate to form
s. 

Form
 

• N
am

e 3D
 form

s and relate to corresponding shapes. 
C

olor 
• Identify prim

ary, secondary, com
plem

entary, w
arm

, cool, and neutral colors. 
• Begin to recognize m

onochrom
atic color schem

es (e.g., value, tint, tone). 
V

alue 
• Identify exam

ples of m
onochrom

atic color schem
es. 

Texture 
• Experience an actual texture and differentiate from

 visual (im
plied) 

exam
ples of that texture. 

Space 
• Identify positive and negative space. 
• U

se perspective term
s (e.g., overlapping, intersecting, size/scale, 

foreground/background, detail) w
hen discussing art. 

• Begin to that color intensity im
plies depth. 
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2. 
Fifth graders analyze art using these design principles: 

Principles 
(W

ays to use the 
building blocks.) 

Balance 
• Identify exam

ples of visual balance in art. 
C

ontrast 
• Recognize and identify w

hy a w
ork of art has contrast. 

Em
phasis 

• Find and identify exam
ples of focal point in an artw

ork (e.g., visual accent, 
stress). 

R
hythm

/ Pattern 
• Recognize that repetition of elem

ents creates the visual illusion of rhythm
 

and m
ovem

ent. 
• Recognize sym

m
etry and pattern in increasingly com

plex w
orks of art. 

Proportion/ Scale 
• Continue to learn body proportions and vocabulary. 

M
ovem

ent 
• Recognize and identify “m

ovem
ent” in art. 

U
nity 

• D
iscuss w

hether an artw
ork seem

s com
plete or unified. 

  
3. 

Fifth graders interpret art using an art vocabulary and personal perspective. 
Students w

ill: 
• D

iscuss the content of a w
ork of art using m

aturing art vocabulary. 
• V

iew
 artw

ork(s) and share opinions in a positive w
ay, supported by personal perspective. 

• Begin to recognize the im
plied content in artw

ork. 
• Recognize the term

s still life, landscape, portrait, self-portrait, objective, and non-objective art. 
• Be able to discuss any art using developing art vocabulary. 
• D

istinguish betw
een different types of artists including painter, printer, photographer, and sculptor and the art they m

ake. 
• Interpret the artist’s m

eaning w
hen view

ing art. 
• Consider how

 artists use sym
bols (sym

bolism
) in their art to represent ideas. 

• Consider and discuss how
 the art m

akes them
 feel; the m

ood did the artist m
ade. 

• Consider how
 artists can intentionally use elem

ents and principles to create m
ood. 

• Identify sources of inspiration in artw
ork. 

• D
iscuss how

 personal experience gives m
eaning to art. 
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4. 
Fifth graders judge art (after the steps above) by discussing one or m

ore w
orks of art using their developing art vocabulary. 

Students w
ill: 

• Continue to express preferences in a respectful and know
ledgeable w

ay and support their statem
ents. 

• M
ake and support personal decisions and statem

ents about art preferences. 
• Com

pare and contrast tw
o w

orks of art and support their thoughts. 
• D

iscuss and evaluate artw
ork in a m

an-m
ade environm

ent. 
• Com

pare artw
orks from

 different w
orld cultures. 

• Evaluate w
orks of art by considering subject m

atter, elem
ents of design, and m

eaning through verbal and w
ritten form

s. 
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Section IV
: Perceiving A

rt from
 a C

ontem
porary, H

istoric, &
 A

esthetic Perspective 
This consists of looking at, talking about, and applying ideas w

hile sim
ultaneously considering beauty and m

eaning (aesthetics). 
 

Fifth graders w
ill: 

Learn A
bout Their G

rade-Level A
rtists 

(Refer to the art chart, biographies, and grade-level reproductions) 
C

onsider the H
istorical &

 C
ontem

porary R
ole of A

rt  
in Their Lives &

 the Lives of O
thers 

• M
ichelangelo Buonarroti 

• M
ary Cassatt 

• A
ndy W

arhol 

• U
nderstand that printm

aking and com
puter graphic art are the sources 

for generating m
ost w

ritten m
aterials. 

• Realize visual m
edia are art form

s (e.g., TV
, m

ovies, new
spapers, 

com
puters). 

• V
iew

 a variety of styles from
 different tim

es and places. 
• D

istinguish betw
een original art and reproductions. 

• U
nderstand that art is a reflection of culture and its traditions. 

• Focus on A
m

erican artists (e.g., N
ative-A

m
erican, A

frican-A
m

erican, 
im

m
igrant culture). 

• Study art from
 past and present through reproductions, film

s, books, 
and actual objects. 

• Continue to w
rite descriptions of art and artifacts using art vocabulary. 

• U
se ‘criticism

s’ techniques to talk or w
rite about art (e.g., describe 

elem
ents, analyze principles, interpret intent and m

eaning, judge, ask 
“w

” questions: w
hat, w

here, w
hy, w

hen, w
ho). 

• U
nderstand that advertising is a form

 of art that is altered to the 
audience; find and discuss exam

ples. 
• D

iscuss being a ‘sm
art shopper,’ realizing that products are designed 

to appeal for financial gain purposes. 
• Begin to understand how

 design and m
edia shape public opinion 

through the use of art. 
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Fifth graders w
ill: 

C
onsider the R

ole of A
rt in Their Lives 

U
nderstand that There are A

rtists W
orking in Their C

om
m

unity 

• 
Start to identify universal them

es in art (e.g., com
m

unity, 
culture, nature). 

• 
Exam

ine how
 artists use artistic techniques, elem

ents, and 
principles to com

m
unicate ideas, em

otions, and events. 
• 

V
iew

 art objectively and respectfully, recognizing personal style. 
• 

Recognize and discuss local landm
arks as a reflection of local 

culture. 
• 

Find exam
ples of com

m
ercial art in com

m
onplaces (e.g., retail 

stores, libraries). 
• 

Begin to understand that m
useum

s are vital institutions that 
collect, preserve, classify, and display im

portant w
orks of art 

and culture. 
• 

D
ifferentiate betw

een the role of a m
useum

 versus the various 
types of galleries that house collections for sale. 

• 
Continue to view

 and objectively discuss fam
ous art as w

ell as 
their ow

n and their peers’ artw
ork. 

• Continue to be aw
are that art is all around them

. 
• U

nderstand the role of the film
m

aker, graphic designer, fashion 
designer and m

useum
 curator. 

   
W

h
y d

o
 peo

ple th
in

k
 a

rtists a
re specia

l? 
It’s ju

st a
n

o
th

er jo
b
. 

~A
ndy W

arhol 
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A
rt C

oncepts 
G

rade:  6 
Length:  O

ne quarter 
or one sem

ester 
Prerequisite:  N

one 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Art C
oncepts is a survey of art experiences designed for sixth graders. Students experim

ent w
ith a variety of techniques 

and m
aterials that m

ay include draw
ing, painting, printm

aking, sculpture, w
eaving, pottery, digital photography, 

videography and portfolio developm
ent. They also study artists and their w

ork, learn to m
ake judgm

ents about art, and 
consider different theories and purposes of art. 
 Sixth G

rade students w
ill be expected to apply art concepts and use vocabulary, w

hile  
w

orking w
ith a broad range of both 2D

 and 3D
 art m

aterials and techniques. Sixth graders  
are developing lasting skills in handling m

aterials and applying developed ideas to their w
ork, and w

ill be expected to build 
on these abilities. M

any students at this age ‘fear failure’ and lean tow
ard their strengths. In order to encourage grow

th, 
lessons w

ill be diverse, exciting, challenging and draw
 on personal input. V

erbal fluency w
ill be encouraged w

hen 
discussing or w

riting about art. 
 Essential Learnings 
Four artistic processes w

ill be developed: 
1. Creating 
2. Presenting 
3. Responding  
4. Connecting 
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Section I: Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• K
athleen Carlo-K

endall- (Contem
porary 

A
thabaskan A

rtist- See Bio Below
) 

• Egyptian A
rt (3100-1100 BC)- See Bio Below

 
• Leonard D

a V
inci (1452-1519)- See Bio 

Below
 

• Frank Lloyd W
right (1867-1959)- See Bio 

Below
 

• W
assily K

andinsky (1866-1954) 
• Frida K

ahlo (1907-1954) 
• Elizabeth Catlett (1915 to 2012) 
• Lorien Stern (contem

porary ceram
ics artist) 

• G
abriel D

aw
e (contem

porary fiber artist) 
• Jean-M

ichel Basquiat (1960-1988) 

• D
raw

ing – graphite, charcoal, oil pastel, conte, 
value scales, gesture, perspective 

• Paper– cutting, tearing, m
aking, folding, 

sculpture, trading cards 
• Painting – w

atercolor, acrylic, pointillism
, 

portraits, canvas, abstract 
• Printm

aking – m
onoprints, relief, collagraph, 

silkscreen, stencil 
• Fiber arts- w

eaving, fabric painting 
• Sculpture- clay, w

ood carving, m
etal 

repoussé, m
obile, jew

elry, beading 

• D
igital photography 

• D
igital portfolios 

• Tim
e lapse photography 

• D
igital photo editing 

• Internet research 
• Slide presentations 
• Collaborative shared docum

ents 
• Slide presentations 
• W

eb 2.0 Tools 

 

Section II: C
reating A

rt 
• G

enerate and conceptualize artistic ideas and w
ork. 

• O
rganize and develop artistic ideas and w

ork. 
• Refine and com

plete artistic w
ork. 

Elem
ents and Principles of A

rt 
D

evelop a V
isual A

rts V
ocabulary by U

sing and A
pplying the 

Elem
ents and Principles of A

rt. 
C

olor V
ocabulary 

Begin to U
nderstand Color V

ocabulary, Theory, and its A
pplication. 

Elem
ents of A

rt 
Principles of A

rt 
• Line 
• Shape 
• Form

 
• Color 
• V

alue 
• Texture 
• Space    

• Balance 
• Contrast 
• Em

phasis 
• Rhythm

/pattern 
• Proportion/scale 
• M

ovem
ent 

• U
nity 

• Prim
ary 

• Secondary 
• Tertiary 
• H

ue 
• V

alue 
• Intensity 
• Tint 

• Tone 
• Shade 
• N

eutral 
• Com

plem
entary 

• Split com
plem

entary 
• A

nalogous 
• M

onochrom
atic 

• A
chrom

atic 
• Pigm

ent color w
heel 

• Light color w
heel 

(RG
B) 

• Print colors (CM
Y

K
) 



Fairbanks N
orth Star B

orough School D
istrict  

 90   
A

rt C
oncepts 

A
rt C

urriculum
 

 
A

dopted A
pril 1, 2025 

Basic Skills 
D

em
onstrate basic skills through various m

edia including  
draw

ing, painting, printm
aking, sculpture, m

etals, fiber, m
ixed m

edia, digital arts, and creative technologies. 
• Explore basic draw

ing techniques such as gesture, contour line, and value w
ork. Create art considering:  color, com

position and use of space.  
• Experim

ent w
ith m

aterials to create 3-d projects. 

  
Produce O

riginal A
rt 

Begin to understand and apply the creative process and produce original art. 
• Choose a topic or an idea and brainstorm

. 
• Identify focus, adapt, reflect, and refine. 

   
Personal R

esponsibility 
D

em
onstrate personal responsibility through: 

• Q
uality craftsm

anship in all w
ork, care, safe use and cleanup of tools, m

aterials, and equipm
ent. 

• Respectful interaction w
ith peers and adults. 

• Self-m
otivation and developing the ability to m

eet personal learning goals. 
• Efficient use of class tim

e. 
• Credibility and accuracy of visual and w

ritten resources. 
• A

voiding plagiarism
, copyright violations and follow

ing rules for digital citizenship and a standard form
at for citation. 
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Section III: Presenting A
rt 

• 
A

nalyze, interpret, and select artistic w
ork for presentation. 

• 
D

evelop and refine artistic techniques and w
ork for presentation. 

• 
Convey m

eaning through the presentation of artistic w
ork. 

 
Prepare A

rt 
Consider and prepare art for exhibit, display, or portfolio. 

• D
evelop criteria and processes for art selection. 

• Sign, m
ount, m

at, fram
e, crop, photo, and edit artw

ork; add to standard or digital portfolios. 

   

 
Section IV

: R
esponding to A

rt 
• 

Perceive and analyze artistic w
ork. 

• 
A

pply criteria to evaluate artistic w
ork. 

 
C

ritiquing Skills 
Learn critiquing skills and develop skills of critiquing a w

ork in progress. 
• Identify the piece. 
• Share first im

pressions. 
• D

escribe the basic elem
ents. 

• A
nalyze the use of basic principles. 

• Interpret m
eaning and the artist’s intent. 

• G
enerate thoughtful and respectful responses. 
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Section V
: C

onnecting w
ith A

rt 
• 

Relate, synthesize, and express both know
ledge and personal experiences as a w

ay to participate in the arts. 
• 

Relate artistic ideas and w
ork w

ith societal, cultural, global, and historical contexts to deepen understanding.  
  

H
istorical &

 M
ulticultural Influences 

D
em

onstrate an increase aw
areness of historical and m

ulticultural influences in art. 
• V

iew
, describe, and com

pare the w
orks of various artists, past and present, including A

laska N
ative cultures and indigenous people. 

• Create art in the style of influential artists. 

  
Beauty &

 M
eaning 

Perceiving beauty and m
eaning through art. 

• Recognize that the arts have aesthetic value that is experienced on a personal level. 
• Recognize that people tend to devalue w

hat they do not understand. 
• Identify artistic choices in everyday living. 
• U

nderstand that art education and design skills apply to m
ultiple career fields. 
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Section V
I: G

rade Level A
rtists 

 
G

rade Level A
rtists 

(R
equired) 

N
am

e 
D

ate of Birth/ 
D

ate of D
eath 

Education/ Training 
C

ategory 
Biography 

K
athleen C

arlo-
K

endall 
 

Bachelor of Fine A
rts 

in M
etalsm

ithing 
from

 the U
niversity 

of A
laska Fairbanks 

Contem
porary 

A
thabaskan A

rtist 
K

athleen Carlo w
as born in Tanana, A

laska, the daughter of 
Poldine and W

illiam
 "Bill" Carlo. She m

oved to Fairbanks at 
the age of five w

here she lives today. She started m
aking her 

artw
ork from

 the N
ative A

rts Center at the U
niversity of 

A
laska, Fairbanks; her teacher w

as Ronald Senungetuk. She 
began her artw

ork in high school. K
athleen's artw

ork 
som

etim
es sym

bolizes an event or spirit, other tim
es it is just 

w
hat com

es out of the shape of the w
ood. A

lthough she 
received a Bachelor of Fine A

rts in M
etalsm

ithing from
 the 

U
niversity of A

laska Fairbanks, she considers herself a  
 w

oodw
orker. She w

as one of only a few
 w

om
en to carve 

m
asks at that tim

e. Besides m
ask m

aking, K
athleen also 

enjoys w
orking w

ith panels of w
ood and m

etals, ice 
sculpting, and teaching. Since 1990, she has w

orked as a 
N

ative A
rts Carving Instructor for the U

niversity of A
laska 

Sum
m

er Fine A
rts Cam

p.  
 Carlo-K

endall considers herself a contem
porary native artist 

as opposed to a traditional artist. A
s m

asks (denaanaan' 
edeetonee in Central K

oyukon) w
ere not used extensively by 

her people, she turned to the sculpture of the Y
up'ik m

asks 
and other cultures for inspiration. 
 

 
 



Fairbanks N
orth Star B

orough School D
istrict  

 94   
A

rt C
oncepts 

A
rt C

urriculum
 

 
A

dopted A
pril 1, 2025 

N
am

e 
D

ate of Birth/ 
D

ate of D
eath 

Education/ Training 
C

ategory 
Biography 

K
athleen C

arlo-
K

endall 
continued…

 

 
 

 
She has w

on m
any aw

ards for her w
ork and tw

ice has been 
chosen for Percent for A

rt Com
m

issions. H
er w

orks are seen 
in the collections of: 
• U

niversity of A
laska State M

useum
; 

• Perm
anent Solo Exhibition Case; 

• A
laska State Council on the A

rts, Contem
porary A

rt Bank; 
• U

.S. D
epartm

ent of the Interior, Indian A
rts and Crafts 

Board; 
• A

nchorage M
useum

 of H
istory and A

rt; 
• D

oyon Lim
ited; and 

• N
um

erous private collections in and outside A
laska. 

Egyptian A
rt 

3100-1100 BC 
 

 
The developm

ent of the Egyptian artistic style w
as affected 

by each of Egypt’s three G
olden A

ges: 
• The O

ld K
ingdom

 (3100-2200 BC) is characterized by 
pattern-like m

otifs w
ith flat colors show

ing figures at w
ork.  

• D
uring the M

iddle K
ingdom

 (2100-1800 BC), painters 
developed an appreciation of art for its ow

n beauty rather 
than for religious reasons and sculpture began show

ing 
faces w

ith features that indicated specific persons.  
• In the N

ew
 K

ingdom
 (1580-1100 BC), painted figures 

w
ere rendered on a thin ground line. Egyptian art did not 

overlap objects unless all depicted figures w
ere engaged in 

the sam
e activity. The size of the figure show

ed its 
im

portance and, if som
ething w

as far aw
ay, it w

as placed 
higher in the im

age area. D
uring this tim

e, sculpture tried 
to capture the m

ost prom
inent features of its subject. 
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N
am

e 
D

ate of Birth/ 
D

ate of D
eath 

Education/ Training 
C

ategory 
Biography 

Leonardo da 
V

inci 
1844-1926 

 
Italian Renaissance 

A
rtist 

D
a V

inci w
as born in Italy. H

e spent his w
orking life in both 

Italy and France. H
e is know

n for being one of the w
orld’s 

greatest draftsm
en, artists, inventors, and scientists. D

a V
inci 

w
as the first of the Renaissance geniuses. H

e developed 
inventions and designs ranging from

 w
eapons of w

ar to 
ladies’ fashions, as w

ell as m
usical, navigational, and surgical 

instrum
ents. H

is best know
n paintings are the M

ona Lisa and 
The Last Supper. From

 his exam
ple, people today call 

som
eone w

ho can do m
any things w

ell a “renaissance” 
person. 

Frank Lloyd 
W

right 
1867-1959 

 
A

m
erican A

rchitect 
W

right w
as born in W

isconsin and he divided his w
orking 

betw
een the M

idw
est and W

est Coast. H
e is m

ost know
n for 

relating architecture to nature. W
right’s m

ost fam
ous 

innovation w
as his “Prairie Style” w

hich opened the house to 
nature, reflecting the local surroundings w

ith long, low
 lines. 

The G
uggenheim

, w
hich is a spiral m

useum
 in N

ew
 Y

ork 
City, is a great exam

ple of the versatility of his w
ork. 

Som
etim

es he incorporated natural features such as a 
w

aterfall or a grouping of boulders as part of his overall 
design. H

e designed the furnishings and details on the interior 
at the sam

e tim
e as he planned the exterior of the buildings. 

Throughout the 30’s, 40’s and 50’s, he continued to 
experim

ent w
ith the new

 form
s and m

aterials. 
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E
xploring A

rt 
G

rade:  7 
Length:  O

ne quarter 
or one sem

ester 
Prerequisite:  N

one 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Exploring Art is a survey of art experiences designed for seventh graders. Students experim
ent w

ith a variety of techniques 
and m

aterials that m
ay include draw

ing, painting, printm
aking, sculpture, w

eaving, pottery, digital photography, 
videography, and portfolio developm

ent. They also study artists and their w
ork, learn to m

ake judgm
ents about art, and 

consider different theories and purposes of art. 
 Essential Learnings 
Four artistic processes w

ill be developed:  
1. Creating 
2. Presenting 
3. Responding  
4. Connecting 
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Section I: Suggested A
rtists 

 
Suggested A

rtists 
Suggested A

ctivities 
Suggested M

edia C
om

ponents 
• M

C Escher 
• K

eith H
aring 

• W
assily K

andinsky 
• H

enri M
atisse 

• Lucy Rie 
• V

incent V
an G

ogh 
• K

es W
oodw

ard 
• A

thabascan A
rt 

• Prehistoric Cave A
rt 

• John Biggers 
• W

illiam
 Berry 

• Faith Ringgold 
• Leonardo D

a V
inci 

• G
eorgia O

’keeffe 
• Lois M

ailou Jones 
• Ron Senungetuk 
• A

lvin A
m

ason 
• M

argret H
ugi-Lew

is 
• Sandy Skoglund 
• Sonya K

elliher-Com
bs 

• Bridget Riley 
• Salvador D

ali 

• D
raw

ing – pencil, color pencil, pastels, 
m

arkers, value scales, contour, and gesture. 
• Paper – cutting, tearing, m

aking, paper-
m

âché, tessellations, trading cards, and paper 
beads. 

• Painting – w
atercolor, tem

pera, landscapes, 
still life, fabric and painting. 

• Printm
aking – stam

ps, m
onotypes, relief, 

optical art, and logos. 
• Fiber arts- w

eaving and fabric painting. 
• Sculpture- clay, w

ood carving, m
etal 

repoussé, m
obiles, jew

elry, and beading. 

• D
igital photography 

• D
igital portfolios 

• Tim
e lapse photography 

• D
igital photo editing 

• Internet research 
• Collaborative shared docum

ents 
• Produce, publish, and update individual or 

shared m
edia products. 
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Section II: C
reating A

rt 
• 

G
enerate and conceptualize artistic ideas and w

ork. 
• 

O
rganize and develop artistic ideas and w

ork. 
• 

Refine and com
plete artistic w

ork. 
 

Elem
ents and Principles of A

rt 
D

evelop a V
isual A

rts V
ocabulary by U

sing and A
pplying the 

Elem
ents and Principles of A

rt. 
C

olor V
ocabulary 

Begin to U
nderstand Color V

ocabulary, Theory, and its A
pplication. 

Elem
ents of A

rt 
Principles of A

rt 

• Line 
• Shape 
• Form

 
• Color 
• V

alue 
• Texture 
• Space    

• Balance 
• Contrast  
• Em

phasis 
• Rhythm

/pattern 
• Proportion/scale 
• M

ovem
ent 

• U
nity 

• Prim
ary 

• Secondary 
• Tertiary 
• H

ue 
• V

alue 
• Intensity 
• Tint 
• Tone 
• Shade 
• N

eutral 

• Com
plem

entary 
• Split 

com
plem

entary 
• A

nalogous 
• M

onochrom
atic 

• A
chrom

atic 

• Pigm
ent color w

heel 
• Light color w

heel 
(RG

B) 
• Print colors (CM

Y
K

) 
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Basic Skills 
D

em
onstrate basic skills through various m

edia including  
draw

ing, painting, printm
aking, sculpture, m

etals, fiber, m
ixed m

edia, digital arts, and creative technologies. 
• Explore basic draw

ing techniques such as gesture, contour line, and value w
ork.  

• Create art considering color, com
position and use of space. 

• Experim
ent w

ith m
aterials to create 3D

 projects. 

  
Produce O

riginal A
rt 

Begin to U
nderstand and apply the creative process and produce original art. 

• Choose a topic or an idea and brainstorm
.  

• Identify focus, adapt, reflect, and refine. 

  
Personal R

esponsibility 
D

em
onstrate personal responsibility through: 

• Q
uality craftsm

anship in all w
ork, care, safe use and cleanup of tools, m

aterials, and equipm
ent. 

• Respectful interaction w
ith peers and adults. 

• Self-m
otivation and developing the ability to m

eet personal learning goals. 
• Efficient use of class tim

e. 
• Credibility and accuracy of visual and w

ritten resources. 
• A

voiding plagiarism
, copyright violations, and follow

ing rules for digital citizenship and a standard form
at for citation. 
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Section III: Presenting A
rt 

• 
A

nalyze, interpret, and select artistic w
ork for presentation. 

• 
D

evelop and refine artistic techniques and w
ork for presentation. 

• 
Convey m

eaning through the presentation of artistic w
ork. 

 
Prepare A

rt 
Consider and prepare art for exhibit, display, or portfolio. 

• D
evelop criteria and processes for art selection. 

• Sign, m
ount, m

at, fram
e, crop, photo, and edit artw

ork; add to standard or digital portfolios. 

  

Section IV
: R

esponding to A
rt 

• 
Perceive and analyze artistic w

ork. 
• 

A
pply criteria to evaluate artistic w

ork. 
 

C
ritiquing Skills 

Learn critiquing skills and develop skills of critiquing a w
ork in progress. 

• Identify the piece. 
• Share first im

pressions. 
• D

escribe the basic elem
ents. 

• A
nalyze the use of basic principles. 

• Interpret m
eaning and the artist’s intent. 

• G
enerate thoughtful and respectful responses. 
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Section V
: C

onnecting w
ith A

rt 
• 

Relate, synthesize, and express both know
ledge and personal experiences as a w

ay to participate in the arts. 
• 

Relate artistic ideas and w
ork w

ith societal, cultural, global, and historical contexts to deepen understanding.  
 

H
istorical &

 M
ulticultural Influences 

D
em

onstrate an increase aw
areness of historical and m

ulticultural influences in art. 
• V

iew
, describe, and com

pare the w
orks of various artists, past and present, including A

laska N
ative cultures and indigenous people. 

• Create art in the style of influential artists. 

  
Beauty &

 M
eaning 

Perceiving beauty and m
eaning through art. 

• Recognize that the arts have aesthetic value that is experienced on a personal level. 
• Recognize that people tend to devalue w

hat they do not understand. 
• Identify artistic choices in everyday living. 
• U

nderstand that art education and design skills apply to m
ultiple career fields. 
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Fundam
entals of A

rt 
G

rade:  8 
Length:  O

ne 
quarter, one sem

ester, 
or yearlong 
Prerequisite:  N

one 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Fundam
entals of Art is an in-depth study of the elem

ents and principles of art learned through experience in a variety of 
m

ethods and m
edia. These m

ay include draw
ing, painting, printm

aking, sculpture, pottery, digital photography, 
videography, and portfolio developm

ent. Collaborative m
edia com

ponents m
ay be explored and artists m

ay be required to 
m

ove im
ages betw

een different online platform
s. Students also study artists and their w

ork, learn to m
ake judgm

ents about 
art, and consider different theories and purposes of art.  
 Essential Learnings 
Four artistic processes w

ill be developed: 
1. Creating 
2. Presenting 
3. Responding  
4. Connecting 
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Section I: Suggested A
rtists 

 

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• A
lvin A

m
ason 

• John Biggers 
• Bill Brody 
• K

athleen Carlo 
• Lew

is H
ines 

• Rockw
ell K

ent 
• G

ustav K
lim

t 
• K

athe K
ollw

itz 
• M

aria M
artinez 

• Piet M
ondrian 

• Claude M
onet 

• Louise N
evelson 

• Frank Lloyd W
right 

• Y
up'ik M

asks 
• A

lexandra N
echita 

• Fran Reed 
• Tatyana Fazlalizadeh  
• Banksy 

• D
raw

ing – graphite, charcoal, oil pastel, 
conte, value scales, gesture, and perspective. 

• Paper– cutting, tearing, m
aking, folding, 

sculpture, and trading cards. 
• Painting – w

atercolor, acrylic, pointillism
, 

portraits, canvas, and abstract. 
• Printm

aking – m
onoprints, relief, collagraph, 

silkscreen, and stencil. 
• Fiber arts- w

eaving and fabric painting. 
• Sculpture- clay, w

ood carving, m
etal 

repoussé, m
obile, jew

elry, and beading. 

• D
igital photography 

• D
igital portfolios 

• Tim
e lapse photography 

• D
igital photo editing 

• Internet research 
• Slide presentations 
• Collaborative shared docum

ents 
• Slide presentations 
• W

eb 2.0 Tools 
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Section II: C
reating A

rt 
• 

G
enerate and conceptualize artistic ideas and w

ork. 
• 

O
rganize and develop artistic ideas and w

ork. 
• 

Refine and com
plete artistic w

ork. 
 

Elem
ents and Principles of A

rt 
D

evelop a V
isual A

rts V
ocabulary by U

sing and A
pplying the 

Elem
ents and Principles of A

rt. 
C

olor V
ocabulary 

Begin to U
nderstand Color V

ocabulary, Theory, and its A
pplication. 

Elem
ents of A

rt 
Principles of A

rt 

• Line 
• Shape 
• Form

 
• Color 
• V

alue 
• Texture 
• Space 

• Balance 
• Contrast 
• Em

phasis 
• Rhythm

/pattern 
• Proportion/scale 
• M

ovem
ent 

• U
nity 

• Prim
ary 

• Secondary 
• Tertiary 
• H

ue 
• V

alue 
• Intensity 
• Tint 
• Tone 
• Shade 

• Com
plem

entary 
• Split 

com
plem

entary 
• A

nalogous 
• M

onochrom
atic 

• A
chrom

atic  
• Color tetrad 
• Color diad 

• Pigm
ent color w

heel 
• Light color w

heel 
(RG

B) 
• Print colors (CM

Y
K

) 

  
Basic Skills 

D
em

onstrate basic skills through various m
edia including  

draw
ing, painting, printm

aking, and m
ixed m

edia. 
• Explore basic draw

ing techniques such as gesture, shading, and contour line.  
• Learn and dem

onstrate different w
ays to show

 perspective, learn com
positional skills, experim

ent w
ith different com

positions, and w
ork w

ith 
transparent and opaque m

edia. 
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Produce O
riginal A

rt 
Begin to U

nderstand and apply the creative process and produce original art. 
• Choose a topic or an idea and brainstorm

.  
• Identify focus, adapt, reflect, and refine. 

 
Personal R

esponsibility 
D

em
onstrate personal responsibility through: 

• Q
uality craftsm

anship in all w
ork, care, safe use, and cleanup of tools, m

aterials, and equipm
ent. 

• Respectful interaction w
ith peers and adults. 

• Self-m
otivation and developing the ability to m

eet personal learning goals. 
• Efficient use of class tim

e. 
• Credibility and accuracy of visual and w

ritten resources. 
• A

voiding plagiarism
, copyright violations, and follow

ing a standard form
at for citation. 

   

Section III: Presenting A
rt 

• 
A

nalyze, interpret, and select artistic w
ork for presentation. 

• 
D

evelop and refine artistic techniques and w
ork for presentation. 

• 
Convey m

eaning through the presentation of artistic w
ork. 

 
Prepare A

rt 
Consider and prepare art for exhibit, display, or portfolio. 

• D
evelop criteria and processes for art selection. 

• Sign, m
ount, m

at, fram
e, crop, photo, and edit artw

ork; add to standard or digital portfolios. 
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Section IV
: R

esponding to A
rt 

• 
Perceive and analyze artistic w

ork. 
• 

A
pply criteria to evaluate artistic w

ork. 
 

C
ritiquing Skills 

Learn critiquing skills and develop skills of critiquing a w
ork in progress. 

• Identify the piece.  
• Share first im

pressions.  
• D

escribe the basic elem
ents.  

• A
nalyze the use of basic principles.  

• Interpret m
eaning and the artist’s intent. 

• G
enerate thoughtful and respectful responses. 

 
 

Section V
: C

onnecting w
ith A

rt 
• 

Relate, synthesize, and express both know
ledge and personal experiences as a w

ay to participate in the arts. 
• 

Relate artistic ideas and w
ork w

ith societal, cultural, global, and historical contexts to deepen understanding.  
 

H
istorical &

 M
ulticultural Influences 

D
em

onstrate an increase aw
areness of historical and m

ulticultural influences in art. 
• V

iew
, describe, and com

pare the w
orks of various artists, past and present, including A

laska N
ative cultures and indigenous people.  

• Create art in the style of influential artists. 

 
Beauty &

 M
eaning 

Perceiving beauty and m
eaning through art. 

• Recognize that the arts have aesthetic value that is experienced on a personal level. 
• Recognize that people tend to devalue w

hat they do not understand. 
• Identify artistic choices in everyday living. 
• U

nderstand that art education and design skills apply to m
ultiple career fields. 
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Studio A
rt/ Special Topics 

G
rade:  6-8 

Length:  O
ne 

quarter, one sem
ester, 

or yearlong 
Prerequisite:  
Exploring Art or 
Fundam

entals of Art 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Studio Art/Special Topics is a continuation of Fundam
entals of Art, w

herein the elem
ents and principles of art are applied 

and em
phasized. Topics and m

edia m
ay vary by sem

ester according to the school and the instructor. Special topics m
ay 

include guest artists, com
m

unity service projects, installations, special them
es, and field trips. Students m

ay also study 
artists and their w

ork, learn to m
ake aesthetic judgm

ents about art, and consider different theories and purposes of art. 
M

edia com
ponents m

ay be explored and utilized.  
 Essential Learnings 
Four artistic processes w

ill be developed: 
1. Creating 
2. Presenting 
3. Responding  
4. Connecting 

  

 
 



Fairbanks N
orth Star B

orough School D
istrict  

 108   
Studio A

rt/ Special Topics 
A

rt C
urriculum

 
 

A
dopted A

pril 1, 2025 

Section I: Suggested A
rtists 

 
Suggested A

rtists 
Suggested A

ctivities 
Suggested M

edia C
om

ponents 
• 

M
elvin O

lana 
• 

Banksy 
• 

Frida K
ahlo 

• 
Caves of Lascaux 

• 
Leonardo da V

inci 
• 

M
an Ray 

• 
A

ndrew
 W

yeth 
• 

G
rant W

ood 
• 

Ron Senungetuk (Rasm
uson Foundation) 

• 
Rachelle D

ow
dy (Rasm

uson Foundation) 
• 

Faith Ringgold 
• 

K
atsushika H

okusai 
• 

M
ary Cassatt 

• 
A

ndy W
arhol 

• 
M

ichelangelo Buonarroti 
• 

Jasper Johns 
• 

Shepard Fairey 

 
 

 

Section II: C
reating A

rt 
• 

G
enerate and conceptualize artistic ideas and w

ork. 
• 

O
rganize and develop artistic ideas and w

ork. 
• 

Refine and com
plete artistic w

ork. 
 

Elem
ents and Principles of A

rt 
D

evelop a V
isual A

rts V
ocabulary by U

sing and A
pplying the 

Elem
ents and Principles of A

rt. 
C

olor V
ocabulary 

Begin to U
nderstand Color V

ocabulary, Theory, and its A
pplication. 

Elem
ents of A

rt 
Principles of A

rt 
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• Line 
• Shape 
• Form

 
• Color 
• V

alue 
• Texture 
• Space 

• 
Balance 

• 
Contrast 

• 
Em

phasis 
• 

Rhythm
/pattern 

• 
Proportion/scale 

• 
M

ovem
ent 

• 
U

nity 

• Prim
ary 

• Secondary 
• Tertiary 
• H

ue 
• V

alue 
• Intensity 
• Tint 
• Tone 
• Shade 

• Com
plem

entary 
• Split com

plem
entary 

• A
nalogous 

• M
onochrom

atic 
• A

chrom
atic 

• Pigm
ent color w

heel 
• Light color w

heel 
(RG

B) 
• Print colors (CM

Y
K

) 

  
Projects 

Com
plete a variety of projects successfully. 

• Explore basic draw
ing techniques such as gesture, contour line, and value w

ork.  
• Create art considering color, com

position and use of space.  
• Experim

ent w
ith m

aterials to create 3D
 projects. 

 
Produce O

riginal A
rt 

Begin to U
nderstand and apply the creative process and produce original art. 

• Choose a topic or an idea and brainstorm
.  

• Identify focus, adapt, reflect, and refine. 

 
Personal R

esponsibility 
D

em
onstrate personal responsibility through: 

• Q
uality craftsm

anship in all w
ork, care, safe use, and cleanup of tools, m

aterials, and equipm
ent. 

• Respectful interaction w
ith peers and adults. 

• Self-m
otivation and developing the ability to m

eet personal learning goals. 
• Efficient use of class tim

e. 
• Credibility and accuracy of visual and w

ritten resources. 
• A

voiding plagiarism
, copyright violations, and follow

ing a standard form
at for citation. 
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Section III: Presenting A
rt 

• 
A

nalyze, interpret, and select artistic w
ork for presentation. 

• 
D

evelop and refine artistic techniques and w
ork for presentation. 

• 
Convey m

eaning through the presentation of artistic w
ork. 

 
Prepare A

rt 
Consider and prepare art for exhibit, display, or portfolio. 

• D
evelop criteria and processes for art selection.  

• Sign, m
ount, m

at, fram
e, crop, photo, and edit artw

ork.  
• A

dd to standard or digital portfolios. 

  

Section IV
: R

esponding to A
rt 

• 
Perceive and analyze artistic w

ork. 
• 

A
pply criteria to evaluate artistic w

ork. 
 

C
ritiquing Skills 

Learn critiquing skills and develop skills of critiquing a w
ork in progress. 

• Identify the piece.  
• Share first im

pressions. 
• D

escribe the basic elem
ents.  

• A
nalyze the use of basic principles.  

• Interpret m
eaning and the artist’s intent. 

• G
enerate thoughtful and respectful responses. 
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Section V
: C

onnecting w
ith A

rt 
• 

Relate, synthesize, and express both know
ledge and personal experiences as a w

ay to participate in the arts. 
• 

Relate artistic ideas and w
ork w

ith societal, cultural, global, and historical contexts to deepen understanding.  
 

H
istorical &

 M
ulticultural Influences 

D
em

onstrate an increase aw
areness of historical and m

ulticultural influences in art. 
• V

iew
, describe, and com

pare the w
orks of various artists, past and present, including A

laska N
ative cultures and indigenous people. 

• Create art in the style of influential artists. 

  
Beauty &

 M
eaning 

Perceiving beauty and m
eaning through art. 

• Recognize that the arts have aesthetic value that is experienced on a personal level. 
• Recognize that people tend to devalue w

hat they do not understand. 
• Identify artistic choices in everyday living. 
• U

nderstand that art education and design skills apply to m
ultiple career fields. 
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Essential Topics Covered in Every 
High School Art Course 

 
The following essential topics will be covered in every high school course: 

 
The Eight Studio Habits of the Mind: 
• Develop Craft (Technique & Studio Practice) 
• Engage & Persist (Finding Passion & Sticking with It) 
• Envision (Imagining & Planning) 
• Express (Finding & Showing Meaning) 
• Observe (Looking Closely) 
• Reflect (Question & Explain and Evaluate) 
• Stretch & Explore (Play, Use Mistakes & Discover) 
• Understand Art Worlds (Domain & Communities) 

 
Essential Learnings:  
• These four artistic processes will be developed through each Specific Art Class: creating, presenting, 

responding, and connecting. 
 
Creating: 
• Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 
• Organize and develop artistic ideas and work. 
• Refine and complete artistic work. 

 
Presenting: 
• Analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for presentation. 
• Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation. 
• Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work. 

 
Responding: 

• Perceive and analyze artistic work. 
• Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. 

 
Connecting: 
• Relate, synthesize, and express both knowledge and personal experiences as a way to participate in the arts. 
• Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, global, and historical contexts to deepen understanding. 
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Each class will further develop these essential learnings through these methods: 
 

Section I: Creating Art 
• Develop a visual arts vocabulary using and applying the 

elements and principles of art to each specific course/media. 
 

Elements and Principles of Art 
Develop a Visual Arts Vocabulary by Using 
and Applying the Elements and Principles of 

Art. 

Color Vocabulary 
Develop an Understanding of Color Vocabulary, 

Theory, and its Application. 
Elements of Art Principles of Art 

• Line 
• Shape 
• Form 
• Color 
• Value 
• Texture 
• Space    

• Balance 
• Contrast 
• Emphasis 
• Rhythm/pattern 
• Proportion/scale 
• Movement 
• Unity 

• Primary 
• Secondary 
• Tertiary 
• Hue 
• Value 
• Intensity 
• Tint 
• Tone 
• Shade 

• Complementary 
• Split 

complementary 
• Analogous 
• Monochromatic 
• Achromatic  
• Color tetrad 
• Color diad 

• Pigment color 
wheel 
• Light color 

wheel (RGB) 
• Print colors 

(CMYK) 

 
 

Creative Process 
Begin to understand and apply the creative process. 

• Choose a topic or an idea brainstorm.  
• Identify focus, adapt, reflect, and refine. 

 
Personal Responsibility 

Demonstrate personal responsibility through: 
• Quality craftsmanship in all work, care, safe use, and cleanup of tools, materials, and equipment. 
• Respectful interaction with peers and adults. 
• Self-motivation and developing the ability to meet personal learning goals. 
• Efficient use of class time. 

 
  



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District   115   Topics Covered in Every High School Course 
Art Curriculum  Adopted April 1, 2025 

Section II: Presenting Art 
 

Prepare Art 
Consider and prepare art for exhibit, display, or portfolio. 

• Develop criteria and processes for art selection. 
• Sign, mount, mat, frame, crop, photo, and edit artwork. 
• Add to standard or digital portfolios. 
 

 
 

Section III: Responding to Art 
 

Critiquing Skills 
Learn critiquing skills and develop skills of critiquing a work in progress. 

• Identify the piece.  
• Share first impressions. 
• Describe the basic elements.  
• Analyze the use of basic principles.  
• Interpret meaning and the artist’s intent. 

 
 
 

Section IV: Connecting with Art 
 

Historical & Multicultural Influences 
Demonstrate an awareness of historical and multicultural influences in art. 

• View, describe, and compare the works of various artists, past and present.  
• Identify multicultural art, past and present. 
• Identify Native Alaska art, past and present. 
• Create art in the style of an influential artist. 

 
Beauty & Meaning 

Perceiving beauty and meaning through art. 
• Recognize that the arts have aesthetic value that is experienced on a personal level. 
• Recognize that people tend to devalue what they do not understand. 
• Identify artistic choices in everyday living. 
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2D
 A

rt, B
eginning 

G
rade:  9-12 

Length:  Tw
o 

sem
esters 

C
redit:  0.5 

Prerequisite:  N
one 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Beginning 2D
 Art is a foundation for all upper level art classes.  This course covers the fundam

ental skills, know
ledge, 

attitudes, and technology necessary to begin producing and understanding the visual arts.  Students learn to create, present, 
respond, and connect.  This course w

ill introduce students to a basic understanding of tw
o-dim

ensional art through an 
exploration of draw

ing, painting, printm
aking, and m

ixed m
edia collage.  It teaches the use of elem

ents of art, principles of 
design, art history, artist research, creative thinking skills, visual culture, and the developm

ent of studio attitudes and 
aptitudes. M

edia com
ponents m

ay be explored and utilized. Portfolio developm
ent m

ay be required. 
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

   
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
  

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• A
nsel A

dam
s 

• D
iane A

rbus 
• Rom

are Bearden 
• Im

ogene Cunningham
 

• Edw
ard Curtis 

• Stuart D
avis 

• M
ax Ernst 

• K
eith H

aring 
• H

annah H
och 

• K
atsushika H

okusai 
• W

illiam
 Johnson 

• Barbara K
rueger 

• D
orothea Lange 

• Jacob Law
rence 

Students m
ust produce a body of w

ork that 
dem

onstrates a range of abilities and versatility 
w

ith technique, problem
-solving, and ideation. 

This m
ay include, but is not lim

ited to: graphic 
design, typography, digital im

aging, 
photography, college, fabric design, w

eaving, 
illustration, painting, or printm

aking. 
• Spatial investigation: introduce color and 

com
plex variations to include spatial depth 

• Color theory: explore the com
plexity of color 

using lim
ited palettes 

• A
bstractions: stylize individual objects, 

interior spaces of the figure 
 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
• Collaborations and partnerships 
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Suggested A
rtists continued…

 
Suggested A

ctivities continued…
 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• Sherrie Levine 
• Piet M

ondrian 
• Robert M

otherw
ell 

• G
abriele M

unter 
• Robert Rauschenberg 
• Faith Ringgold 
• A

ndres Serrano 
• M

iriam
 Shapiro 

• Cindy Sherm
an 

• Jaune Q
uick-to-See Sm

ith 
• N

ancy Spero 
• Pat Stier 
• Paul Strand 
• M

asam
i Teraoka 

• Edouard V
uillard 

• Edw
ard W

eston 
• D

avid W
ojnarow

icz 
• A

ndrew
 W

yeth 

• Curved and angled com
positions: explore 

existing form
s using curved and angled shapes 

• Photogram
s: explore repetitive patterns and 

other variations 
• (digital) portraits: com

bine various (digital) 
effects and processes 

• (digital) landscape: experim
ent w

ith filters and 
special effects to create m

etaphysical form
s 

• Still life as design: approach the still life as a 
study in color m

anipulation and stylization of 
the 2d elem

ents 
• Fabric design: create a sw

atch of fabric using 
the internal structure of a fruit or vegetable to 
create a non-directional pattern 

• O
pposites attract: create a draw

ing of tw
o 

opposite objects, creating unity betw
een the 

objects through line, color, etc. 

 

  
Basic Skills 

In Beginning 2D
 A

rt, students w
ill dem

onstrate basic skills through various m
edia,  

including draw
ing, painting, printm

aking, and m
ixed m

edia. 
• Explore basic draw

ing techniques, such as gesture, shading, and contour line.  
• Learn and dem

onstrate different w
ays to show

 perspective, learn com
positional skills, experim

ent w
ith different com

positions, and w
ork w

ith 
transparent and opaque m

edia. 
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2D
 A

rt, Interm
ediate 

G
rade:  9-12 

Length:  Tw
o 

sem
esters 

C
redit:  0.5 each 

sem
ester (total 1) 

Prerequisite:  
Beginning 2D

 Art or 
teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Interm
ediate 2D

 Art  is an interm
ediate level course w

here students refine their draw
ing, design, painting, and printm

aking 
skills.  A

 variety of subject m
atter, m

aterials, and technologies w
ill be used to solve tw

o-dim
ensional visual problem

s.  
Students w

ill continue to create, present, respond, and connect to art in their personal lives. Fall sem
ester w

ill focus on 
draw

ing and design skills.  Spring sem
ester w

ill focus on painting and printm
aking.  Portfolio and sketchbook 

developm
ent m

ay be required. M
edia com

ponents m
ay be explored and utilized.  Students intending to take AP Studio Art: 

D
raw

ing or 2D
 D

esign are encouraged to take tw
o sem

esters of Interm
ediate 2D

 Art. 
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

   
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
  

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• A
nsel A

dam
s 

• D
iane A

rbus 
• Rom

are Bearden 
• Im

ogene Cunningham
 

• Edw
ard Curtis 

• Stuart D
avis 

• M
ax Ernst 

• K
eith H

aring 
• H

annah H
och 

• K
atsushika H

okusai 
• W

illiam
 Johnson 

• Barbara K
rueger 

• D
orothea Lange 

• Jacob Law
rence 

Students m
ust produce a body of w

ork that 
dem

onstrates a range of abilities and versatility 
w

ith technique, problem
-solving, and ideation. 

This m
ay include, but is not lim

ited to, graphic 
design, typography, digital im

aging, 
photography, collage, fabric design, w

eaving, 
illustration, painting, or printm

aking. 
 • Spatial investigation: introduce color and 

com
plex variations to include spatial depth. 

• Color theory: explore the com
plexity of 

color using lim
ited palettes. 

• A
bstractions: stylize individual objects, 

interior spaces of the figure. 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
• Collaborations and partnerships 
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Suggested A
rtists continued…

 
Suggested A

ctivities continued…
 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• Sherrie Levine 
• Piet M

ondrian 
• Robert M

otherw
ell 

• G
abriele M

unter 
• Robert Rauschenberg 
• Faith Ringgold 
• A

ndres Serrano 
• M

iriam
 Shapiro 

• Cindy Sherm
an 

• Jaune Q
uick-to-See Sm

ith 
• N

ancy Spero 
• Pat Stier 
• Paul Strand 
• M

asam
i Teraoka 

• Edouard V
uillard 

• Edw
ard W

eston 
• D

avid W
ojnarow

icz 
• A

ndrew
 W

yeth 

• 
Curved and angled com

positions: 
explore existing form

s using curved and 
angled shapes. 

• 
Photogram

s: explore repetitive patterns 
and other variations. 

• 
(D

igital) Portraits: com
bine various 

(digital) effects and processes. 
• 

(D
igital) Landscape: experim

ent w
ith 

filters and special effects to create 
m

etaphysical form
s. 

• 
Still life as design: approach the still 
life as a study in color m

anipulation and 
stylization of the 2D

 elem
ents. 

• 
Fabric design: create a sw

atch of fabric 
using the internal structure of a fruit or 
vegetable to create a non-directional 
pattern. 

• 
O

pposites attract: create a draw
ing of 

tw
o opposite objects, creating unity 

betw
een the objects through line, color, 

etc. 

 

  
Basic Skills 

D
em

onstrate basic skills through various m
edia, including draw

ing, painting, printm
aking, and m

ixed m
edia. 

• Explore basic draw
ing techniques such as gesture, shading, and contour line.  

• Learn and dem
onstrate different w

ays to show
 perspective, learn com

positional skills, experim
ent w

ith different com
positions, and w

ork w
ith 

transparent and opaque m
edia. 
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2D
 A

rt, A
dvanced 

G
rade:  9-12 

Length:  Tw
o 

sem
esters 

C
redit:  0.5 each 

sem
esters (1 total) 

Prerequisite:  
Interm

ediate 2D
 Art 

or teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Advanced 2D
 Art is an advanced level course. Students w

ill build on skills developed in Beginning 2D
 Art and 

Interm
ediate 2D

 A
rt by creating, presenting, responding, and connecting to artistic ideas and personal m

eaning.  Students 
w

ill continue to develop and refine the practice of studio production and studio thinking. They w
ill continue to use and 

apply a know
ledge of aesthetics and design, art history and culture, and valuing and critiquing. Students at this level w

ill 
dem

onstrate a higher level of independent thought, and begin w
orking on a breath of artw

ork designed to stim
ulate their 

creativity and originality.  They w
ill explore various m

edia and m
ethods and begin to develop a voice.  Students w

ill learn 
to w

ork in a series in preparation for an AP or H
onors Portfolio. W

ork in this course w
ill increase in com

plexity, rigor, and 
personal expression.  Portfolio and Sketchbook developm

ent w
ill be required.  M

edia com
ponents m

ay be explored and 
utilized. Students w

ho intend to take AP Studio Art: D
raw

ing or 2D
 should take tw

o sem
esters of Advanced 2D

 Art. 
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

   
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
  

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• A
nsel A

dam
s 

• D
iane A

rbus 
• Rom

are Bearden 
• Im

ogene Cunningham
 

• Edw
ard Curtis 

• Stuart D
avis 

• M
ax Ernst 

• K
eith H

aring 
• H

annah H
och 

• K
atsushika H

okusai 
• W

illiam
 Johnson 

Students m
ust produce a body of w

ork that 
dem

onstrates a range of abilities and versatility 
w

ith technique, problem
-solving, and ideation. 

This m
ay include, but is not lim

ited to, graphic 
design, typography, digital im

aging, 
photography, college, fabric design, w

eaving, 
illustration, painting, or printm

aking. 
• Spatial investigation: introduce color and 

com
plex variations to include spatial depth. 

• Color theory: explore the com
plexity of color 

using lim
ited palettes. 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
• Collaborations and partnerships 
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• Barbara K
rueger 

• D
orothea Lange 

• A
bstractions: stylize individual objects, 

interior spaces of the figure. 
•  

Suggested A
rtists continued…

 
Suggested A

ctivities continued…
 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• Jacob Law
rence 

• Sherrie Levine 
• Piet M

ondrian 
• Robert M

otherw
ell 

• G
abriele M

unter 
• Robert Rauschenberg 
• Faith Ringgold 
• A

ndres Serrano 
• M

iriam
 Shapiro 

• Cindy Sherm
an 

• Jaune Q
uick-to-See Sm

ith 
• N

ancy Spero 
• Pat Stier 
• Paul Strand 
• M

asam
i Teraoka 

• Edouard V
uillard 

• Edw
ard W

eston 
• D

avid W
ojnarow

icz 
• A

ndrew
 W

yeth 

• Curved and angled com
positions: explore 

existing form
s using curved and angled 

shapes. 
• Photogram

s: explore repetitive patterns and 
other variations. 

• (D
igital) Portraits: com

bine various (digital) 
effects and processes. 

• (D
igital) Landscape: experim

ent w
ith filters 

and special effects to create m
etaphysical 

form
s. 

• Still life as design: approach the still life as a 
study in color m

anipulation and stylization of 
the 2D

 elem
ents. 

• Fabric design: create a sw
atch of fabric using 

the internal structure of a fruit or vegetable to 
create a non-directional pattern. 

• O
pposites attract: create a draw

ing of tw
o 

opposite objects, creating unity betw
een the 

objects through line, color, etc. 

 

  
Basic Skills 

D
em

onstrate basic skills through various m
edia including draw

ing, painting, printm
aking, and m

ixed m
edia. 

• Explore basic draw
ing techniques such as gesture, shading, and contour line. 

• Learn and dem
onstrate different w

ays to show
 perspective, learn com

positional skills, experim
ent w

ith different com
positions, and w

ork w
ith 

transparent and opaque m
edia. 
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3D
 A

rt, B
eginning 

G
rade:  9-12 

Length:  Tw
o 

sem
esters 

C
redit:  0.5 

Prerequisite:  N
one 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Beginning 3D
 Art is a foundation for all upper level 3D

 art classes.  This course covers the fundam
ental skills, know

ledge, 
attitudes, and technology necessary to begin producing and understanding the visual arts.  Students learn to create, present, 
respond, and connect.  This course w

ill introduce students to a basic understanding of three-dim
ensional art through an 

exploration of ceram
ics, sculpture, jew

elry, fiber art, and m
ixed m

edia assem
blage.  It teaches the use of elem

ents of art, 
principles of design, art history, artist research, creative thinking skills, visual culture, and the developm

ent of studio 
attitudes and aptitudes. M

edia com
ponents m

ay be explored and utilized. Portfolio developm
ent m

ay be required.   
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

   
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
  

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• A
lvin A

m
ason 

• Ron Senungatuk 
• M

ichael Cardew
 

• Shoji H
am

ada 
• Bernard Leach 
• M

aria M
artinez 

• M
ichelangelo Buonarroti 

• A
lexander Calder 

• A
m

edeo M
odigliani 

• H
enry M

oore 
• Louise N

evelson 
• Lucie Rie 
• A

nasazi N
ative Pottery 

• Japanese Traditional “O
ld K

ilns” 

• Clay - realistic, m
odeled figures 

• Soapstone – H
enry M

oore sim
plified, 

stylized figures 
• A

labaster – nonobjective sculpture 
• A

ltered them
e books 

• W
ire sculpture or jew

elry 
• Paper m

ache’ anim
als 

• Ceram
ic pottery w

ith coil and slab 
• Basketry techniques 
• Paperm

aking and casting 
• W

ood carved culture m
ask 

• N
evelson assem

blage using w
ood scraps 

• Plaster sculpture of hand(s) in action, using 
gauze or blocks 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
• Collaborations and partnerships 
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Suggested A
rtists continued…

 
Suggested A

ctivities continued…
 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• M
exican Folk Pottery 

• D
enise &

 Sam
uel W

allace 
• A

ndy Cooperm
an 

• Thom
as M

ann 
• A

ndy G
oldsw

orthy 
• A

uguste Rodin 
• A

lberto G
iacom

etti 
• Claus O

ldenberg 
• Roberto Lugo 
• D

avid Cuzick 
• A

m
y Sanders 

• M
ichael K

lapthor 
• D

avina India 
• M

ax Steiner D
esign 

• Jeffery Lauden Slager 
• Rom

 M
arinkovich 

• M
ichihiro M

atsuoka 
• A

ndrew
 Clark 

• O
tobong N

kanga 

• 
M

osaic art 
• 

Installation/dioram
a 

• 
A

ssem
blage 

• 
Polym

er clay jew
elry and sculpture 

• 
Environm

ental art 

 

  

Beginning Skills 
D

em
onstrate skills through various m

edia including, but not lim
ited to, ceram

ics, paper m
ache, w

ire, and cardboard sculpture. 
• Explore techniques such as additive and subtractive sculpture and relief sculpture.   
• Learn com

positional skills, experim
ent w

ith different com
positions, and w

ork w
ith a variety of sculptural m

edia. 
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3D
 A

rt, Interm
ediate 

G
rade:  9-12 

Length:  Tw
o 

sem
esters 

C
redit:  0.5 each 

sem
ester (1 total) 

Prerequisite:  
Beginning 3D

 Art or 
teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Interm
ediate 3D

 Art is an interm
ediate level course w

here students w
ill refine ceram

ic, sculpture, jew
elry, fiber art, book 

arts, and assem
blage skills.  A

 variety of subject m
atter, m

aterials, and technologies w
ill be used to solve three-

dim
ensional visual problem

s.  Students w
ill continue to create, present, respond, and connect to art in their personal lives. 

Fall and spring sem
ester w

ill differ in content. Portfolio and sketchbook developm
ent m

ay be required. M
edia com

ponents 
m

ay be explored and utilized. Students intending to take AP Studio Art: 3D
 D

esign are encouraged to take tw
o sem

esters 
of Interm

ediate 3D
 Art. 

 Students m
ust com

plete sem
ester one before taking sem

ester 2. 

   
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
  

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• A
lvin A

m
ason 

• Ron Senungatuk 
• M

ichael Cardew
 

• Shoji H
am

ada 
• Bernard Leach 
• M

aria M
artinez 

• M
ichelangelo Buonarroti 

• A
lexander Calder 

• A
m

edeo M
odigliani 

• H
enry M

oore 
• Louise N

evelson 
• Lucie Rie 
• A

nasazi N
ative Pottery 

• Japanese Traditional “O
ld K

ilns” 

• Clay - realistic, m
odeled figures 

• Soapstone – H
enry M

oore sim
plified, 

stylized figures 
• A

labaster – nonobjective sculpture 
• A

ltered them
e books 

• W
ire sculpture or jew

elry 
• Paper m

ache’ anim
als 

• Ceram
ic pottery w

ith coil and slab 
• Basketry techniques 
• Paperm

aking and casting 
• W

ood carved culture m
ask 

• N
evelson assem

blage using w
ood scraps 

• Plaster sculpture of hand(s) in action, using 
gauze or blocks 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
• Collaborations and partnerships 
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Suggested A
rtists continued…

 
Suggested A

ctivities continued…
 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• 
M

exican Folk Pottery 
• 

D
enise &

 Sam
uel W

allace 
• 

A
ndy Cooperm

an 
• 

Thom
as M

ann 
• 

A
ndy G

oldsw
orthy 

• 
A

uguste Rodin 
• 

A
lberto G

iacom
etti 

• 
Claus O

ldenberg 
• 

Roberto Lugo 
• 

D
avid Cuzick 

• 
A

m
y Sanders 

• 
M

ichael K
lapthor 

• 
D

avina India 
• 

M
ax Steiner D

esign 
• 

Jeffery Lauden Slager 
• 

Rom
 M

arinkovich 
• 

M
ichihiro M

atsuoka 
• 

A
ndrew

 Clark 
• 

O
tobong N

kanga 

• M
osaic art 

• Installation/dioram
a 

• A
ssem

blage 
• Polym

er clay jew
elry and sculpture 

• Environm
ental art 

 

  

Interm
ediate Skills 

D
em

onstrate skills through various m
edia including, but not lim

ited to, ceram
ics, paper m

ache, w
ire, and cardboard sculpture. 

• Explore techniques such as additive and subtractive sculpture and relief sculpture.  
• Learn com

positional skills, experim
ent w

ith different com
positions, and w

ork w
ith a variety of sculptural m

edia. 
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3D
 A

rt, A
dvanced 

G
rade:  9-12 

Length:  Tw
o 

sem
esters 

C
redit:  0.5 each 

sem
ester (1 total) 

Prerequisite:  
Interm

ediate 3D
 Art 

or teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Advanced 3D
 Art is an advanced level course. Students w

ill build on skills developed in Beginning and Interm
ediate 3D

 
Art: creating, presenting, responding, and connecting to artistic ideas and personal m

eaning.  Students w
ill continue to 

develop and refine the practice of studio production and studio thinking, continue to use and apply a know
ledge of 

aesthetics and design, art history and culture, and valuing and critiquing. Students at this level w
ill dem

onstrate a higher 
level of independent thought, and begin w

orking on a breath of artw
ork designed to stim

ulate their creativity and 
originality.  They w

ill explore various m
edia and m

ethods and begin to develop a “voice.”  Students w
ill learn to w

ork in a 
series in preparation for an AP or H

onors Portfolio. W
ork in this course w

ill increase in com
plexity, rigor, and personal 

expression.  Portfolio and sketchbook developm
ent w

ill be required.  M
edia com

ponents m
ay be explored and utilized. 

Students w
ho intend to take AP Studio Portfolio: 3D

 should take tw
o sem

esters of Advanced 3D
 Art. 

 Students m
ust com

plete sem
ester one before taking sem

ester 2. 
 

C
lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 

  
Suggested A

rtists 
Suggested A

ctivities 
Suggested M

edia C
om

ponents 
• A

lvin A
m

ason 
• Ron Senungatuk 
• M

ichael Cardew
 

• Shoji H
am

ada 
• Bernard Leach 
• M

aria M
artinez 

• M
ichelangelo Buonarroti 

• A
lexander Calder 

• A
m

edeo M
odigliani 

• H
enry M

oore 
• Louise N

evelson 
• Lucie Rie 
• A

nasazi N
ative Pottery 

• Clay - realistic, m
odeled figures 

• Soapstone – H
enry M

oore sim
plified, 

stylized figures 
• A

labaster – nonobjective sculpture 
• A

ltered them
e books 

• W
ire sculpture or jew

elry 
• Paper m

ache’ anim
als 

• Ceram
ic pottery w

ith coil and slab 
• Basketry techniques 
• Paperm

aking and casting 
• W

ood carved culture m
ask 

• N
evelson assem

blage using w
ood scraps 

 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
• Collaborations and partnerships 
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Suggested A
rtists continued…

 
Suggested A

ctivities continued…
 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• 
Japanese Traditional “O

ld K
ilns” 

• 
M

exican Folk Pottery 
• 

D
enise &

 Sam
uel W

allace 
• 

A
ndy Cooperm

an 
• 

Thom
as M

ann 
• 

A
ndy G

oldsw
orthy 

• 
A

uguste Rodin 
• 

A
lberto G

iacom
etti 

• 
Claus O

ldenberg 
• 

Roberto Lugo 
• 

D
avid Cuzick 

• 
A

m
y Sanders 

• 
M

ichael K
lapthor 

• 
D

avina India 
• 

M
ax Steiner D

esign 
• 

Jeffery Lauden Slager 
• 

Rom
 M

arinkovich 
• 

M
ichihiro M

atsuoka 
• 

A
ndrew

 Clark 
• 

O
tobong N

kanga 

• Plaster sculpture of hand(s) in action, using 
gauze or blocks 

• M
osaic art 

• Installation/dioram
a 

• A
ssem

blage 
• Polym

er clay jew
elry and sculpture 

• Environm
ental art 

 

  

A
dvanced Skills 

D
em

onstrate advanced skills through various m
edia including, but not lim

ited to, ceram
ics, paper m

ache, w
ire, and cardboard sculpture. 

• Explore techniques such as additive and subtractive sculpture and relief sculpture. 
• Learn com

positional skills, experim
ent w

ith different com
positions, and w

ork w
ith a variety of sculptural m

edia. 
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A
dvanced Placem

ent Studio A
rt: 2D

 D
esign 

G
rade:  11-12 

Length:  Tw
o 

sem
esters 

C
redit:  1 

Prerequisite:  
Teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

The A
P program

 offers three studio art courses and portfolios: AP Studio Art 2D
 D

esign, AP Studio Art 3D
 D

esign, and AP 
Studio Art D

raw
ing. The A

P Studio A
rt portfolios are designed for students w

ho are seriously interested in the practical 
experience of art. Students subm

it portfolios for evaluation at the end of the school year. The AP Studio Art program
 

consists of three portfolios (2D
 D

esign, 3D
 D

esign, and D
raw

ing) corresponding to the m
ost com

m
on college foundation 

courses. Students m
ay choose to subm

it any or all of the 2D
 D

esign, 3D
 D

esign, or D
raw

ing portfolios. Students w
ill 

create a portfolio of w
ork to dem

onstrate the artistic skills and ideas they have developed, refined, and applied over the 
course of the year to produce visual com

positions. 
 Please visit the College Board-A

P Central w
ebsite for m

ore inform
ation (http://apcentral.collegeboard.com

). 

    

A
dvanced Placem

ent Studio A
rt: 3D

 D
esign 

G
rade:  11-12 

Length:  Tw
o 

sem
esters 

C
redit:  1 

Prerequisite:  
Teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

The A
P program

 offers three studio art courses and portfolios: AP Studio Art 2D
 D

esign, AP Studio Art 3D
 D

esign, and AP 
Studio Art D

raw
ing. The AP Studio Art portfolios are designed for students w

ho are seriously interested in the practical 
experience of art. Students subm

it portfolios for evaluation at the end of the school year. The A
P Studio A

rt program
 

consists of three portfolios (2D
 D

esign, 3D
 D

esign, and D
raw

ing) corresponding to the m
ost com

m
on college foundation 

courses. Students m
ay choose to subm

it any or all of the 2D
 D

esign, 3D
 D

esign, or D
raw

ing portfolios. Students w
ill 

create a portfolio of w
ork to dem

onstrate the artistic skills and ideas they have developed, refined, and applied over the 
course of the year to produce visual com

positions. 
 Please visit the College Board-A

P Central w
ebsite for m

ore inform
ation (http://apcentral.collegeboard.com

). 
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A
dvanced Placem

ent Studio A
rt: D

raw
ing 

G
rade:  11-12 

Length:  Tw
o 

sem
esters 

C
redit:  1 

Prerequisite:  
Teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

The A
P program

 offers three studio art courses and portfolios: AP Studio Art 2D
 D

esign, AP Studio Art 3D
 D

esign, and AP 
Studio Art D

raw
ing. The A

P Studio A
rt portfolios are designed for students w

ho are seriously interested in the practical 
experience of art. Students subm

it portfolios for evaluation at the end of the school year. The AP Studio Art program
 

consists of three portfolios (2D
 D

esign, 3D
 D

esign, and D
raw

ing) corresponding to the m
ost com

m
on college foundation 

courses. Students m
ay choose to subm

it any or all of the 2D
 D

esign, 3D
 D

esign, or D
raw

ing portfolios. Students w
ill 

create a portfolio of w
ork to dem

onstrate the artistic skills and ideas they have developed, refined, and applied over the 
course of the year to produce visual com

positions. 
 Please visit the College Board-A

P Central w
ebsite for m

ore inform
ation (http://apcentral.collegeboard.com

). 
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A
laska N

ative A
rts, B

eginning 
G

rade:  9-12 
Length:  Tw

o 
sem

esters 
C

redit:  0.5 each 
sem

ester (1 total) 
Prerequisite:  N

one 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Beginning Alaska N
ative Arts is designed to introduce students to the arts, histories, and cultures of the Indigenous people 

of A
laska. Students m

ay also be introduced to non-Indigenous A
laskan artists.  A

 balance of studio experiences, 
technologies, and academ

ic explorations based upon traditional and contem
porary art form

s m
ake up the central core of 

this class. V
arious m

edia, techniques, and processes are explored. Students learn to m
ake critical judgm

ents about their 
ow

n art and the art of others, and are encouraged to relate the beauty and m
eaning of art to their lives. They are exposed to 

the historical and contem
porary role of N

ative art form
s in A

laska. They are tasked w
ith developing a N

ative A
rts 

vocabulary using and applying the Elem
ents and Principles of A

rt.  The second sem
ester requires a greater degree of 

proficiency and high expectations from
 students and teacher. 

 Students m
ust com

plete sem
ester one before taking sem

ester 2. 
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
Suggested A

rtists 
Suggested A

ctivities 
Suggested M

edia C
om

ponents 
• A

lvin A
m

ason 
• Sonya K

elliher Com
bs 

• N
athan Jackson 

• Bill Reid 
• Ron Senungatuk 
• D

enise and Sam
uel W

allace 
• D

a-ka-xeen M
ehner 

• John H
oover 

• M
elvin O

lanna 
• D

enise H
ardesty 

• A
nna Frank 

• Shirley H
olm

berg 
• A

nn H
am

ilton 
• K

atie Craney  
• Crystal K

aakeeyaa D
em

ientieff W
orl 

• Erin G
gaadim

its Ivalu G
ingrich 

• Ron M
anook 

• Tlingit N
orthw

est paddles 
• A

thabaskan beadw
ork 

• D
oll m

aking 
• Clothing design 
• Y

upik spoon 
• Carving - soapstone, ivory, baleen, w

ood 
• M

ask carving 
• D

rum
 m

aking 
• W

ood m
asks, panels 

• Basket m
aking 

• Sew
ing - dolls, blankets, clothes 

• Interview
s w

ith Elders 
• D

igital portfolios 
• D

ocum
enting process 

• Tim
e lapse photography 

• D
igital photo editing 

• Internet research 
• Collaborations and partnerships 
• Im

age slideshow
s 
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C
olor Theory 

D
em

onstrate a basic understanding of color theory and its application in exploring art. 
• Study traditional use of color by A

laska N
ative cultures. 

 
A

laska N
ative A

rts 
D

evelop intellectual, technical, and expressive com
petency in A

laska N
ative arts. 

• Expand know
ledge of A

laska N
ative cultures and their art. 

• Set goals and objectives and record progress tow
ard m

eeting them
. 

• Increase proficiency in the use of a variety of traditional A
laskan m

aterials and processes. 
• Continue to develop tool-handling skills w

hile alw
ays m

odeling safe handling techniques. 
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A
laska N

ative A
rts, Interm

ediate 
 G

rade:  9-12 
Length:  Tw

o 
sem

esters 
C

redit:  0.5 each 
sem

ester (1 total) 
Prerequisite:  
Beginning Alaska 
N

ative Arts or teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Interm
ediate Alaska N

ative Arts is for serious students com
m

itted to gaining independence, skill, and know
ledge in the 

field. The course further introduces students to the arts, histories, and cultures of the Indigenous people of A
laska. Students 

m
ay also be introduced to non-Indigenous A

laskan artists.  They are expected to apply the elem
ents and principles of art 

and to their w
ork. Students m

ake critical judgm
ents about their ow

n art and the art of others. Students are exposed to the 
historical and contem

porary role of A
laska N

ative arts throughout the w
orld, and are encouraged to relate the beauty and 

m
eaning of art to their lives. Self-discipline and a w

illingness to seek new
 challenges are expected. M

edia com
ponents 

m
ay be explored and utilized. A

 safety test m
ay be required before hazardous tools or m

aterials are used.  The second 
sem

ester requires a greater degree of proficiency and higher expectations from
 students and teacher. 

 Students m
ust com

plete sem
ester one before taking sem

ester 2. 
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
Suggested A

rtists 
Suggested A

ctivities 
Suggested M

edia C
om

ponents 
• A

lvin A
m

ason 
• Sonya K

elliher Com
bs 

• N
athan Jackson 

• Bill Reid 
• Ron Senungatuk 
• D

enise and Sam
uel W

allace 
• D

a-ka-xeen M
ehner 

• John H
oover 

• M
elvin O

lanna 
• D

enise H
ardesty 

• A
nna Frank 

• Shirley H
olm

berg 
• A

nn H
am

ilton 
• K

atie Craney  
• Crystal K

aakeeyaa D
em

ientieff W
orl 

• Erin G
gaadim

its Ivalu G
ingrich 

• Ron M
anook 

• Tlingit N
orthw

est paddles 
• A

thabaskan beadw
ork 

• D
oll m

aking 
• Clothing design 
• Y

upik spoon 
• Carving - soapstone, ivory, baleen, w

ood 
• M

ask carving 
• D

rum
 m

aking 
• W

ood m
asks, panels 

• Basket m
aking 

• Sew
ing - dolls, blankets, clothes 

• 
Interview

s w
ith Elders 

• 
D

igital portfolios 
• 

D
ocum

enting process 
• 

Tim
e lapse photography 

• 
D

igital photo editing 
• 

Internet research 
• 

Collaborations and partnerships 
• 

Im
age slideshow

s 
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C
olor Theory 

D
em

onstrate a basic understanding of color theory and its application in exploring art. 
• Study traditional use of color by A

laska N
ative cultures. 

  
A

laska N
ative A

rts 
D

evelop intellectual, technical, and expressive com
petency in A

laska N
ative arts. 

• Expand know
ledge of A

laska N
ative cultures and their art. 

• Set goals and objectives and record progress tow
ard m

eeting them
. 

• Increase proficiency in the use of a variety of traditional A
laskan m

aterials and processes. 
• Continue to develop tool-handling skills w

hile alw
ays m

odeling safe handling techniques. 
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A
laska N

ative A
rts, A

dvanced 
G

rade:  9-12 
Length:  tw

o 
sem

esters 
C

redit:  0.5 each 
sem

ester (1 total) 
Prerequisite:  
Beginning Alaska 
N

ative Arts and 
Interm

ediate Alaska 
N

ative Arts 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Advanced Alaska N
ative Arts is for serious students com

m
itted to gaining independence, skill, and know

ledge in the field. 
The course further introduces students to the arts, histories, and cultures of the Indigenous people of A

laska. Students m
ay 

also be introduced to non-Indigenous A
laskan artists.  They are expected to apply the elem

ents and principles of art to their 
w

ork. Students m
ake critical judgm

ents about their ow
n art and the art of others. Students are exposed to the historical and 

contem
porary role of A

laska N
ative arts throughout the w

orld, and are encouraged to relate the beauty and m
eaning of art 

to their lives. Self-discipline and a w
illingness to seek new

 challenges are expected.  The second sem
ester requires a 

greater degree of proficiency and higher expectations from
 students and teacher.  M

edia com
ponents m

ay be explored and 
utilized. Tools can be hazardous if used im

properly; self-discipline is a m
ust. A

 safety test m
ust be passed before 

hazardous tools or m
aterials m

ay be used. 
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

C
lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• A
lvin A

m
ason 

• Sonya K
elliher Com

bs 
• N

athan Jackson 
• Bill Reid 
• Ron Senungatuk 
• D

enise and Sam
uel W

allace 
• D

a-ka-xeen M
ehner 

• John H
oover 

• M
elvin O

lanna 
• D

enise H
ardesty 

• A
nna Frank 

• Shirley H
olm

berg 
• A

nn H
am

ilton 
• K

atie Craney  
• Crystal K

aakeeyaa D
em

ientieff W
orl 

• Erin G
gaadim

its Ivalu G
ingrich 

• Ron M
anook 

• Tlingit N
orthw

est paddles 
• A

thabaskan beadw
ork 

• D
oll m

aking 
• Clothing design 
• Y

upik spoon 
• Carving - soapstone, ivory, baleen, w

ood 
• M

ask carving 
• D

rum
 m

aking 
• W

ood m
asks, panels 

• Basket m
aking 

• Sew
ing - dolls, blankets, clothes 

• Interview
s w

ith Elders 
• D

igital portfolios 
• D

ocum
enting process 

• Tim
e lapse photography 

• D
igital photo editing 

• Internet research 
• Collaborations and partnerships 
• Im

age slideshow
s 
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C
olor Theory 

D
em

onstrate a basic understanding of color theory and its application in exploring art. 

• Study traditional use of color by A
laska N

ative cultures. 

  

A
laska N

ative A
rts 

D
evelop intellectual, technical, and expressive com

petency in A
laska N

ative arts. 
• Expand know

ledge of A
laska N

ative cultures and their art. 
• Set goals and objectives, and record progress tow

ard m
eeting them

. 
• Increase proficiency in the use of a variety of traditional A

laskan m
aterials and processes. 

• Continue to develop tool-handling skills w
hile alw

ays m
odeling safe handling techniques. 
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A
laska Studies Through A

rt and M
edia 

G
rade:  9-12 

Length:  O
ne 

sem
ester 

C
redit:  0.5 

Prerequisite:  N
one 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Alaska Studies through Art &
 M

edia is designed to introduce students to the arts, histories, and cultures of the indigenous 
people of A

laska, as w
ell as A

laska’s journey into statehood and beyond. A
 balance of studio experiences, technologies, 

and academ
ic explorations based upon traditional and contem

porary art form
s m

ake up the central core of this class. 
V

arious m
edia, techniques, and processes are explored. Students learn to m

ake critical judgm
ents about their ow

n art and 
the art of others, and are encouraged to relate the beauty and m

eaning of art to their lives. They are exposed to the 
historical and contem

porary role of art in A
laska. This course overview

s the political/social/and econom
ic forces w

hich 
have shaped m

odern day A
laska through an arts lens.  Tools can be hazardous if used im

properly; self-discipline is a m
ust. 

A
 safety test m

ust be passed before hazardous tools or m
aterials m

ay be used. M
edia com

ponents m
ay be explored and 

utilized. 
 Students w

ill focus learning about the m
ain five N

ative A
laskan tribes: 

• 
A

thabaskan 
• 

Inupiaq 
• 

Y
up’ik (Cup’ik) 

• 
U

nangax (A
lutiiq) 

• 
H

aida (Eyak, Tsim
shian, Tlingit) 

    
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
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Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

A
lvin A

m
ason 

Sonya K
elliher Com

bs 
N

athan Jackson 
Bill Reid 
Ron Senungetuk 
D

enise and Sam
uel W

allace 
D

a-ka-xeen M
ehner 

John  H
oover 

M
elvin O

lanna 
N

ina and Josephine Crum
rine 

Jon V
an Zyle 

Sydney Law
rence 

Randall Com
pton 

Rusty H
eurlin 

Ted Lam
bert 

Eustace Ziegler 
Fred M

achetanz 
Bill Brody 
K

ick Bush 
K

esler W
oodw

ard 
M

argaret and O
laus M

urie 
A

ndrew
 O

kpeaha M
acLean 

Rachel N
aninaaq Edw

ardson 
Crystal K

aakeeyáa W
orl 

A
payo M

oore 
D

rew
 M

ichael 
A

llison W
arden 

• Tlingit N
orthw

est paddles 
• A

thabaskan beadw
ork 

• D
oll m

aking 
• Clothing design 
• Y

upik spoon 
• Carving - soapstone, ivory, baleen, w

ood 
• M

ask carving 
• D

rum
 m

aking 
• W

ood m
asks, panels 

• Basket m
aking 

• Sew
ing - dolls, blankets, clothes 

• M
ap m

aking 
• Landscape painting 
• “Road to Statehood” collage 
• V

isit to the U
A

F M
useum

 
• Classroom

 visits from
 Elders and N

ative 
artists 

• V
isit to M

orris Thom
pson Cultural and 

V
isitor Center. 

• N
ative dancing 

• W
riting w

orkshops w
ith traditional stories 

and m
yths. 

• Story-knifing    

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
• Collaborations and partnerships 
• Im

age slideshow
s 

• V
ideo production 
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H
istory and A

rt 
Essential learnings for history and art. 

• This course w
ill explore A

laska Studies from
 a historical and artistic perspective. 

 
H

istorical Perspective 
Essential learnings from

 the historical perspective. 
In addition to the art essential learnings, there w

ill be five essential learnings from
 the historical perspective: 

• Students w
ill read, research, and use m

edia com
ponents to understand different N

ative A
laskan cultural perspectives for a deeper understanding 

and m
eaning of our unique A

laskan history. 
• Students w

ill analyze, create, and interpret visual data, m
aps of A

laska, and other visual m
aterial, for a deeper understanding of A

laska and its 
cultural diversity. 

• Students w
ill com

pare and contrast the lives of the five m
ain A

laska N
ative tribes, as w

ell as the relationships betw
een the N

ative A
laskans, 

Russians, and A
m

ericans. 
• Students w

ill dem
onstrate an understanding of the historical rights and responsibilities of A

laskans and the N
ative people’s quest for civil 

rights, especially how
 it w

as shaped by the A
laskan and U

.S. constitutions. 
• Students w

ill understand how
 the historical A

laskan perspectives of the past im
pact current events, politics, and attitudes that are im

pacting 
A

laska today. 
 

C
olor Theory 

D
em

onstrate a basic understanding of color theory and its application in exploring art. 
• Study traditional use of color by A

laska N
ative cultures. 

 
A

laska N
ative A

rts 
D

evelop intellectual, technical, and expressive com
petency in A

laska N
ative arts. 

• 
Expand know

ledge of A
laska N

ative cultures and their art. 
• 

Set goals and objectives and record progress tow
ard m

eeting them
. 

• 
Increase proficiency in the use of a variety of traditional A

laskan m
aterials and processes. 

• 
Continue to develop tool-handling skills w

hile alw
ays m

odeling safe handling techniques. 
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A
rt W

orkshop 
G

rade:  9-12 
Length:  Tw

o 
sem

esters 
C

redit:  0.5 each 
sem

ester (1 total) 
Prerequisite:  N

one 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Art W
orkshop is a survey of art experiences, and m

ay be used for a beginning level through a level four capstone course. 
Students experim

ent w
ith a variety of techniques and m

aterials that m
ay include draw

ing, painting, printm
aking, sculpting, 

digital art, photography, A
laska N

ative art, fiber, ceram
ics, collage, or glass m

osaics. Students learn to create and critique 
their ow

n art and the art of others, and are encouraged to relate the beauty and m
eaning of art in their lives. This course 

stresses the use of elem
ents and principles of art, the study of artists, the im

provem
ent of creative thinking skills, and the 

process of m
aking inform

ed judgm
ents about art. Students are exposed to the historical and contem

porary role of the arts 
in A

laska, the nation, and the w
orld. M

edia com
ponents m

ay be explored and utilized. 
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

   
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
  

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• A
lexander Calder 

• Salvador D
ali 

• Rene M
agritte 

• Piet M
ondrian 

• Bridget Riley 
• A

uguste Rodin 
• A

ndy W
arhol 

• G
eorgia O

’K
eeffe 

• G
rid draw

ing 
• Contour draw

ing 
• A

crylic painting 
• Stam

ping/lino prints 
• Ceram

ics 
• Photography 
• G

raphic design 
• Pastel/chalk draw

ing 
• Collage 
• A

laska native m
ask m

aking 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
• Im

age sharing 
• D

igital slideshow
s 
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Basic Skills 
D

em
onstrate basic skills through various m

edia including draw
ing, painting, printm

aking, and m
ixed m

edia. 

• Explore basic draw
ing techniques such as gesture, shading, and contour line.  

• Learn and dem
onstrate different w

ays to show
 perspective, learn com

positional skills, experim
ent w

ith different com
positions, and w

ork w
ith 

transparent and opaque m
edia. 
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C
eram

ics, B
eginning 

G
rade:  9-12 

Length:  Tw
o 

sem
esters 

C
redit:  0.5 each 

sem
ester (1 total) 

Prerequisite:  N
one 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Beginning C
eram

ics covers the fundam
ental skills, know

ledge, attitudes, and techniques necessary to begin understanding 
ceram

ics. Students learn a variety of hand-building techniques w
hile w

orking w
ith clay, and m

ay be introduced to the 
potter’s w

heel. They begin to apply design elem
ents and the principles of art. Students learn to critique their ow

n art and 
the art of others, and are encouraged to relate the beauty and m

eaning of art to their lives. Students are exposed to the 
historical and contem

porary role of ceram
ics from

 various cultures throughout the w
orld. M

edia com
ponents m

ay be 
explored and utilized. 
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

 
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
  

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• M
ichael Cardew

  
• Shoji H

am
ada  

• Bernard Leach  
• M

aria M
artinez 

• Lucie Rie 
• Indigenous N

orth A
m

erican pottery 
• Japanese traditional 
• M

exican folk  
• Contem

porary ceram
ic artists 

• D
idi Rojas 

• Lorien Stern 
• Christoopher D

avid W
hite 

• Johnson Tsang 
• Ronit Baranga 
• H

itom
i H

osono 
• Beth Cavener 

• Pinch/coil pots  
• Slab boxes 
• Pottery w

heel cylinders 
• Rattles  
• Sculptures  
• Bow

ls/platters/plates 
• Cups  
• Teapots 
• Candle holders 
• Serving dishes 
• M

asks  
• V

ases 

• D
igital portfolio  

• D
ocum

enting process  
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
• Im

age sharing  
• D

igital slideshow
s 
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Pottery 

U
se a variety of techniques and tools to gain skills in pottery. 

• D
em

onstrate w
edging the proper care of clay. 

• D
evelop skill in hand-building techniques (e.g., pinch, slab, coil). 

• D
evelop skill on the potter’s w

heel. 
• U

nderstand glazing and firing techniques. 
• U

se a sketchbook, rubric, or m
edia com

ponent to gather and develop ideas and record results. 
• Experim

ent w
ith m

ultiple surface textures and decorating techniques. 
• Solve a variety of 3D

 design problem
s: conceive an idea, consider form

 and function w
hen planning, select appropriate techniques, construct 

and finish the surface to enhance the form
. 

• In higher level courses, solve challenging problem
s, take risks, and try a variety of w

ays to w
ork. 
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C
eram

ics, Interm
ediate 

G
rade:  9-12 

Length:  Tw
o 

sem
esters 

C
redit:  0.5 each 

sem
ester (1 total) 

Prerequisite:  
Beginning C

eram
ics 

or teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Interm
ediate C

eram
ics is for students com

m
itted to gaining independence, skill, and know

ledge in the field. Self-discipline 
and a w

illingness to seek new
 challenges are expected. Students continue to m

ake critical judgm
ents about their ow

n art 
and the art of others. They are exposed to the historical and contem

porary role of pottery from
 various cultures throughout 

the w
orld, and are encouraged to relate the beauty and m

eaning of art to their lives. M
edia com

ponents m
ay be explored 

and utilized.  The second sem
ester requires a greater degree of proficiency and higher expectations from

 students and 
teacher. 
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

 
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
  

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• M
ichael Cardew

  
• Shoji H

am
ada  

• Bernard Leach  
• M

aria M
artinez 

• Lucie Rie 
• A

nasazi N
ative pottery 

• Japanese traditional 
• M

exican folk  
• Contem

porary ceram
ic artists 

• D
idi Rojas 

• Lorien Stern 
• Christoopher D

avid W
hite 

• Johnson Tsang 
• Ronit Baranga 
• H

itom
i H

osono 
• Beth Cavener 

• Pinch/coil pots  
• Slab boxes 
• Pottery w

heel cylinders 
• Rattles  
• Sculptures  
• Bow

ls/platters/plates 
• Cups  
• Teapots 
• Candle holders 
• Serving dishes 
• M

asks  
• V

ases 
• Take notes or keep a sketchbook, paper or 

digital. 

• D
igital portfolio  

• D
ocum

enting process  
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
• Im

age sharing  
• D

igital slideshow
s 
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Pottery 
U

se a variety of techniques and tools to gain skills in pottery. 
• D

em
onstrate w

edging the proper care of clay. 
• D

evelop skill in hand-building techniques (e.g., pinch, slab, coil). 
• D

evelop skill on the potter’s w
heel. 

• U
nderstand glazing and firing techniques. 

• U
se a sketchbook, rubric, or m

edia com
ponent to gather and develop ideas and record results. 

• Experim
ent w

ith m
ultiple surface textures and decorating techniques. 

• Solve a variety of 3D
 design problem

s: conceive an idea, consider form
 and function w

hen planning, select appropriate techniques, construct 
and finish the surface to enhance the form

. 
• In higher level courses, solve challenging problem

s, take risks, and try a variety of w
ays to w

ork. 
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C
eram

ics, A
dvanced 

 G
rade:  9-12 

Length:  Tw
o 

sem
esters 

C
redit:  0.5 each 

sem
ester (total 1) 

Prerequisite:  
Beginning C

eram
ics 

and Interm
ediate 

C
eram

ics, or teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Advanced C
eram

ics is for students seeking a rigorous level of independence, skill, and know
ledge in the field. Self-

discipline and a w
illingness to seek new

 challenges are expected. Students continue to m
ake critical judgm

ents about their 
ow

n art and the art of others. They are exposed to the historical and contem
porary role of pottery from

 various cultures 
throughout the w

orld, and are encouraged to relate the beauty and m
eaning of art to their lives. This course requires a 

greater degree of proficiency and higher expectations from
 students and teacher. Building tow

ards an A
P 3D

 digital 
portfolio w

ill be strongly encouraged. M
edia com

ponents m
ay be explored and utilized. 

 Students m
ust com

plete sem
ester one before taking sem

ester 2. 

 

C
lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 

 

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• M
ichael Cardew

  
• Shoji H

am
ada  

• Bernard Leach  
• M

aria M
artinez 

• Lucie Rie 
• D

idi Rojas 
• Lorien Stern 
• Christoopher D

avid W
hite 

• Johnson Tsang 
• Ronit Baranga 
• H

itom
i H

osono 
• Beth Cavener 
• A

nasazi N
ative pottery 

• Japanese traditional 
• M

exican folk  
• Contem

porary ceram
ic artists 

• Pinch/coil pots  
• Slab boxes 
• Pottery w

heel cylinders 
• Rattles  
• Sculptures  
• Bow

ls/platters/plates 
• Cups  
• Teapots 
• Candle holders 
• Serving dishes 
• M

asks  
• V

ases 
• Take notes or keep a sketchbook, paper or 

digital. 

• D
igital portfolio  

• D
ocum

enting process  
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
• Im

age sharing  
• D

igital slideshow
s 
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Pottery 
U

se a variety of techniques and tools to gain skill in pottery. 
• D

em
onstrate w

edging the proper care of clay. 
• D

evelop skill in hand-building techniques (e.g., pinch, slab, coil). 
• D

evelop skill on the potter’s w
heel. 

• U
nderstand glazing and firing techniques. 

• U
se a sketchbook, rubric, or m

edia com
ponent to gather and develop ideas and record results. 

• Experim
ent w

ith m
ultiple surface textures and decorating techniques. 

• Solve a variety of 3D
 design problem

s: conceive an idea, consider form
 and function w

hen planning, select appropriate techniques, and 
construct and finish the surface to enhance the form

. 
• In higher level courses, solve challenging problem

s, take risks, and try a variety of w
ays to w

ork. 
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D
igital A

rts 
  G

rade:  10-12 
Length:  Tw

o 
sem

esters 
C

redit:  0.5 each 
sem

ester (1 total) 
Prerequisite:  Studio 
Art or teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

D
igital Arts w

ill explore the diversity of processes and concepts in com
puter graphic art and design. Students w

ill look at 
the cutting-edge technology, com

puter art program
s, and the com

puter art industry. W
ith this know

ledge, students w
ill 

w
ork on developing their ow

n digital visual art. Students w
ill be expected to recognize and critique artistic them

es in 
com

puter generated art and anim
ation w

orks. G
roup and individual critiques w

ill be used. M
edia com

ponents m
ay be 

explored and utilized. 
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

   
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
  

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• Laurence G
artel          

• Eihachiro N
akam

e 
• Barbara K

asten           
• M

elvin Prueitt 
• Barbara N

essim
          

• Joseph Scala 
• Charles Csuri               
• Lillian Schw

artz 
• Stew

art D
ickson         

• Steve Strassm
an 

• Susum
u Endo              

• Peter Struycken 

• D
igital portrait 

• Surrealistic landscape 
• Publications 
• D

igital figures 
• A

bstract art 
• A

nim
ated art 

• A
ltered photography 

• Tim
e-lapse photography 

• D
igital portfolio 

• W
ebsite design 

• Reinterpretations of fam
ous artw

ork 
• A

rchitectural draw
ing 

• D
igital photography 

• D
igital portfolios 

• Tim
e-lapse photography 

• D
igital photo editing/altering 

• Internet research 
• Collaborative shared projects 
• Produce, publish, and update individual or 

shared m
edia projects 

• M
ultim

edia projects 
• D

raw
ing on tablets 
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Suggested A
rtists continued…

 
Suggested A

ctivities continued…
 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• Larry Elin                      
• Joan Truckenbrod 
• D

avid Em
                      

• John W
hitney 

• D
arcy G

erbarg 
• A

ldo G
iorgini 

• K
aren H

uff 
• K

enneth K
now

lton 
• D

orothy K
rause 

• Robert M
allary 

• A
aron M

arcus 
• Leslie M

ezei 
• A

nn M
urray 

• M
ixed m

edia collage 
• H

istory of com
puter graphics 

 

  

Basic Skills 
D

em
onstrate basic skills through various digital m

edia using com
puter, iPads, and other tablets. 

• Explore basic digital draw
ing techniques. 

• Learn and dem
onstrate different w

ays to show
 perspective. 

• Learn com
positional skills and experim

ent w
ith different com

positions. 
• W

ork w
ith layers. 
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D
raw

ing and D
esign 

G
rade:  11-12 

Length:  Tw
o 

sem
esters 

C
redit:  0.5 each 

sem
ester (1 total) 

Prerequisite:  Studio 
Art or teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

In D
raw

ing &
 D

esign, students refine their draw
ing and design skills. A

 variety of subject m
atter, m

aterials, and 
technologies are used to solve tw

o-dim
ensional and three-dim

ensional problem
s. Students continue to develop critiquing 

skills, and are encouraged to relate beauty and m
eaning of art to their lives. They gain an understanding of values, beliefs, 

ideas, and traditions of various cultures through the study of draw
ing and design. Portfolio developm

ent m
ay be required. 

M
edia com

ponents m
ay be explored and utilized.  The second sem

ester requires a greater degree of proficiency. 
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

   
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
  

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• Leonardo da V
inci 

• Edgar D
egas 

• D
avid H

ockney 
• Joan M

iró 
• Pablo Picasso 
• John Singer Sargent 
• J.M

.W
. Turner 

• Rem
brandt H

arm
enszoon van Rijn 

• V
incent van G

ogh 
• Rex Ray 
• Joseph Stella 
• Bridget Riley 
• Fiona Tang 

• Line draw
ings in various m

edia (e.g., pencil, 
ball point, felt tip, charcoal, chalk, conte, 
india ink).  

• Experim
enting w

ith different types of line 
and expressive m

ark m
aking. 

• V
alue studies in various m

edia (try studies 
using both a full and lim

ited range of values 
and direct and indirect light sources). 

• O
bservational still life draw

ing (opaque and 
transparent objects, reflective and m

atte 
objects, sm

ooth and textural objects, 
geom

etric and organic form
s). 

 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
• Collaborative shared projects 
• Produce, publish, and update individual or 

shared m
edia projects. 
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Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

 
• 1-point and 2-point perspective applied to 

draw
ings of hallw

ays, stairw
ells, landscapes, 

urban environm
ent. 

• O
bservational figure draw

ing (contour, 
gestural, hands/feet, portraits, self-portraits). 

• D
esign projects such as book design, 

illustration, com
ic book design, caricatures, 

illum
inated letters, logo design, prints, w

ire 
sculpture, fabric design, cut/torn paper, 
positive/negative space, assem

blage, collage, 
stained glass, scratchboard, m

asks, package 
design. 

 

  
D

raw
ing 

D
evelop technical and expressive com

petency in draw
ing. 

• U
se the elem

ents and principles of art to create an aesthetic com
position. 

• D
raw

 expressively and com
m

unicate em
otions and ideas. 

• U
se a sketchbook/journal to gather and develop ideas, set goals, and record results. 

 
A

rt Production 
Continue to em

ploy original thought in art production. 
• A

void stereotyped and copied art. 
• D

iscover a variety of inspirational sources. 
• Take risks, pushing beyond com

fort zone. 
• D

em
onstrate an open-m

inded approach to diversity of ideas and artistic styles. 
• U

se a sketchbook/journal to gather and develop ideas and record results. 
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Fiber A
rt, B

eginning 
G

rade:  9-12 
Length:  Tw

o 
sem

esters 
C

redit:  0.5 each 
sem

ester (1 total) 
Prerequisite:  N

one 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

In Beginning Fiber Art, students w
ill learn to use various fibers as a m

edium
 to produce art. Students learn to create and 

critique art and are encouraged to relate the beauty and m
eaning of art to their lives. This course stresses the use of the 

elem
ents and principles of art, the study of artists, the im

provem
ent of creative thinking skills, and the process of learning 

to m
ake inform

ed judgm
ents about art. Students are exposed to the historical and contem

porary role of fiber art in A
laska, 

the nation, and the w
orld. Students do not need to be proficient in draw

ing to enroll. Portfolio developm
ent m

ay be 
required. 
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

   
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
  

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• M
agdalena A

bakanow
itz 

• Ted H
allm

an 
• Fran Reed 
• Peter Collingw

ood 
• Cynthia Shirrer 
• A

nni A
lbers 

• Ed Rossbach 
• Fern Jacobs 
• D

iane Itter 
• Sheila H

icks 
• Faith Ringold 
• Lenore Taw

ny 
• Judy Chicago 

• Braiding, tw
ining, finger w

eaving, m
acram

é 
using various fibers 

• Crocheting and knitting 
• Sew

ing various fibers; free-form
 

em
bellishm

ent 
• Sim

ple loom
s: card w

eaving, band w
eaving 

• Table and floor loom
s 

• Felting 
• Paperm

aking; bookbinding 
• D

yeing, printing, stam
ping 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e-lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
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A
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Basic Skills 
D

em
onstrate basic skills through various m

edia including draw
ing, sculpture, m

etals, fiber, and m
ixed m

edia. 

• Explore basic draw
ing techniques such as gesture, contour line, and value w

ork.  
• Create art considering color, com

position, and use of space.  
• Experim

ent w
ith m

aterials to create 3D
 projects, such as yarn, felting, paperm

aking, and sew
ing. 
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Fiber A
rt, Interm

ediate 
G

rade:  9-12 
Length:  Tw

o 
sem

esters 
C

redit:  0.5 each 
sem

ester (1 total) 
Prerequisite:  N

one 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

In Interm
ediate Fiber Art, students w

ill use various fibers as a m
edium

 to produce art. Students continue to create and 
critique art, and are encouraged to relate the beauty and m

eaning of art to their lives. This course stresses the use of the 
elem

ents and principles of art, the study of fiber artists, the im
provem

ent of creative thinking skills, and the process of 
learning to m

ake inform
ed judgem

ents about art. Students are exposed to the historical and contem
porary role of fiber art 

in A
laska, the nation, and the w

orld. Students do not need to be proficient in draw
ing to enroll. Portfolio developm

ent m
ay 

be required. 
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

   
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
  

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• M
agdalena A

bakanow
itz 

• Ted H
allm

an 
• Fran Reed 
• Peter Collingw

ood 
• Cynthia Shirrer 
• A

nni A
lbers 

• Ed Rossbach 
• Fern Jacobs 
• D

iane Itter 
• Sheila H

icks 
• Faith Ringold 
• Lenore Taw

ny 
• Judy Chicago 

• Braiding, tw
ining, finger w

eaving, m
acram

é 
using various fibers 

• Crocheting and knitting 
• Sew

ing various fibers; free-form
 

em
bellishm

ent 
• Sim

ple loom
s: card w

eaving, band w
eaving 

• Table and floor loom
s 

• Felting 
• Paperm

aking; bookbinding 
• D

yeing, printing, stam
ping 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e-lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
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Basic Skills 
D

em
onstrate basic skills through various m

edia including draw
ing, sculpture, m

etals, fiber, and m
ixed m

edia. 
• Explore basic draw

ing techniques such as gesture, contour line, and value w
ork.  

• Create art considering color, com
position, and use of space.  

• Experim
ent w

ith m
aterials to create 3D

 projects such as yarn, felting, paperm
aking, and sew

ing. 
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Fiber A
rt, A

dvanced  
 G

rade:  9-12 
Length:  Tw

o 
sem

esters 
C

redit:  0.5 each 
sem

ester (total 1) 
Prerequisite:  
Beginning Fiber Art 
and Interm

ediate 
Fiber Art, or teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

In Advanced Fiber Art students w
ill continue to refine the use of various fibers as a m

edium
 to produce art. Students 

continue to create and critique art and are encouraged to relate the beauty and m
eaning of art to their lives. This course 

stresses the use of the elem
ents and principles of art, the study of fiber artists, the im

provem
ent of creative thinking skills, 

and the process of learning to m
ake inform

ed judgm
ents about art. Students are exposed to the historical and contem

porary 
role of fiber art in A

laska, the nation, and the w
orld. Students w

ill exhibit a greater level of proficiency, independence, and 
self-direction. Students do not need to be proficient in draw

ing to enroll. Portfolio developm
ent m

ay be required. 
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

  
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
 

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• M
agdalena A

bakanow
itz 

• Ted H
allm

an 
• Fran Reed 
• Peter Collingw

ood 
• Cynthia Shirrer 
• A

nni A
lbers 

• Ed Rossbach 
• Fern Jacobs 
• D

iane Itter 
• Sheila H

icks 
• Faith Ringold 
• Lenore Taw

ny 
• Judy Chicago 

• Braiding, tw
ining, finger w

eaving, m
acram

é 
using various fibers 

• Crocheting and knitting 
• Sew

ing various fibers; free-form
 

em
bellishm

ent 
• Sim

ple loom
s: card w

eaving, band w
eaving 

• Table and floor loom
s 

• Felting 
• Paperm

aking; bookbinding 
• D

yeing, printing, stam
ping 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e-lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
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Basic Skills 
D

em
onstrate a basic skills through various m

edia including draw
ing, sculpture, m

etals, fiber, and m
ixed m

edia. 
• Explore basic draw

ing techniques such as gesture, contour line, and value w
ork.  

• Create art considering color, com
position, and use of space.  

• Experim
ent w

ith m
aterials to create 3D

 projects, such as yarn, felting, paperm
aking, and sew

ing. 
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G
raphic D

esign 
G

rade:  10-12 
Length:  Tw

o 
sem

esters 
C

redit:  0.5 each 
sem

ester (1 total) 
Prerequisite:  Studio 
Art, Beginning 2D

 
Art, or teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

G
raphic D

esign is the creative planning and execution of visual com
m

unication. This course introduces art intended to 
com

m
unicate inform

ation and advertising.  The focus is on studying and using layouts and concepts used in the graphic 
design industry.  A

nalog and digital m
edia w

ill be used. Layout, typography, scanning, and photography are involved in 
the production of visual com

m
unication. Portfolio developm

ent m
ay be required. M

edia com
ponents m

ay be explored and 
utilized. 
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

   
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
  

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• A
ndy W

arhol 
• Crystal K

aakeeyáa Rose D
em

ientieff W
orl 

• D
esign a self-prom

otional poster. 
• D

esign a logo. 
• A

lter a photo using adobe. 
• D

esign a label for an im
aginary product. 

• D
esign a m

agazine cover. 
• D

esign a new
sletter or new

spaper. 
• D

esign a set of postage stam
ps or currency. 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
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Basic Skills 
D

em
onstrate basic skills through various m

edia including draw
ing, painting, printm

aking, and m
ixed m

edia. 

• Explore basic draw
ing techniques such as gesture, shading, and contour lines.  

• Learn and dem
onstrate different w

ays to show
 perspective. 

• Learn com
positional skills and experim

ent w
ith different com

positions. 
• W

ork w
ith transparent and opaque m

edia. 
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urriculum
 

 
A
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H
onors A

rt/ Portfolio D
evelopm

ent 
G

rade:  9-12 
Length: Tw

o 
sem

esters  
C

redit:  0.5 each 
sem

ester (1 total) 
Prerequisite:  
D

raw
ing and D

esign 
or teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

H
onors Art/Portfolio D

evelopm
ent is a course designed for serious art students w

ith a com
m

itm
ent to develop their 

technical skills in tw
o-dim

ensional or three-dim
ensional art. Through supervised study, students w

ill build a portfolio that 
dem

onstrates an ability to solve a variety of artistic problem
s and w

ork w
ith m

any approaches. Self-discipline and a 
w

illingness to seek new
 challenges are dem

anded. Students continue to m
ake critical judgm

ents about their ow
n art and 

the art of others, and are encouraged to relate the beauty and m
eaning of art to their lives. Students are expected to 

investigate the historical and contem
porary role of art throughout the w

orld.  Portfolio developm
ent is required. This 

course develops students' understanding of color theory and painting skills. Students explore a variety of painting m
edia, 

approaches, techniques, surfaces, and technologies. They continue to critique their ow
n art and the art of others. They are 

encouraged to relate beauty and m
eaning of art to their lives, and to develop an understanding of values, beliefs, ideas, and 

traditions of various cultures through the study of art. M
edia com

ponents m
ay be explored and utilized. 

 Students m
ust com

plete sem
ester one before taking sem

ester 2. 
 

C
lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 

  
Suggested A

rtists 
Suggested A

ctivities 
Suggested M

edia C
om

ponents 
• A

nsel A
dam

s 
• D

iane A
rbus 

• Rom
ere Bearden 

• Im
ogene Cunningham

 
• Edw

ard Curtis 
• Stuart D

avis 
• M

ax Earnst 
• K

eith H
aring 

• H
annah H

och 
• K

atsushika H
okusai 

• W
illiam

 Johnson 
• Barbara K

rueger 

• Students m
ust produce a body of w

ork that 
dem

onstrates a range of abilities and 
versatility w

ith technique, problem
-solving, 

and ideation. This m
ay include, but is not 

lim
ited to, graphic design, typography, digital 

im
aging, photography, college, fabric design, 

w
eaving, illustration, painting, or printm

aking. 
• Spatial investigation: introduce color and 

com
plex variations to include spatial depth. 

• Color theory: explore the com
plexity of color 

using lim
ited palettes. 

• A
bstractions: stylize individual objects, 

interior spaces of the figure. 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
• Collaborative shared projects 
• Produce, publish, and update individual or 

shared m
edia projects 
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Suggested A
rtists continued…

 
Suggested A

ctivities continued…
 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• D
orothea Lange 

• Jacob Law
rence 

• Sherrie Levine 
• Piet M

ondrian 
• Robert M

otherw
ell 

• G
abriele M

unter 
• Robert Rauschenberg 
• Faith Ringgold 
• A

ndres Serrano 
• M

iriam
 Shapiro 

• Cindy Sherm
an 

• Jaune Q
uick-to-See Sm

ith 
• N

ancy Spero 
• Pat Stier 
• Paul Strand 
• M

asam
i Teraoka 

• Edouard V
uillard 

• Edw
ard W

eston 
• D

avid W
ojnarow

icz 
• A

ndrew
 W

yeth 

• Curved and angled com
positions: explore 

existing form
s using curved and angled shapes. 

• Photogram
s: explore repetitive patterns and 

other variations. 
• (digital) portraits: com

bine various (digital) 
effects and processes. 

• (digital) landscape: experim
ent w

ith filters and 
special effects to create m

etaphysical form
s. 

• Still life as design: approach the still life as a 
study in color m

anipulation and stylization of 
the 2D

 elem
ents. 

• Fabric design: create a sw
atch of fabric using 

the internal structure of a fruit or vegetable to 
create a non-directional pattern. 

• O
pposites attract: create a draw

ing of tw
o 

opposite objects, creating unity betw
een the 

objects through line, color, etc. 

 

  
Portfolio 

D
evelop a portfolio that show

s a high degree of accom
plishm

ent.  
• Create w

orks that exhibit a synthesis of form
, technique, and content. 

• Create w
orks that exhibit personal expression, sensitivity, and style. 

• Create w
orks that dem

onstrate broad experience and a high degree of success. 
• Evaluate w

orks of art in w
ritten and verbal form

. 
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A
rt Production 

U
se original thought in art production. 

• A
void stereotyped and copied art. 

• D
iscover a variety of inspirational sources. 

• Take risks, pushing beyond com
fort zone. 

• D
em

onstrate an open-m
inded approach to diversity of ideas and artistic styles. 

• U
se a sketchbook/journal to gather and develop ideas and record results. 

  

Personal R
esponsibility 

D
em

onstrate personal responsibility through: 
• Self-m

otivation and developing the ability to m
eet personal learning goals. 

• Efficient use of class tim
e. 

 

C
ritiquing Skills 

Proficiently use critiquing skills and develop skills of critiquing a w
ork in progress. 

• Identify the piece.  
• Share first im

pressions. 
• D

escribe the basic elem
ents.  

• A
nalyze the use of basic principles.  

• Interpret m
eaning and the artist’s intent. 
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Jew
elry, B

eginning 
 G

rade:  10-12 
Length:  Tw

o 
sem

esters 
C

redit:  0.5 each 
sem

ester (1 total) 
Prerequisite:  N

one 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Beginning Jew
elry covers the fundam

ental skills, know
ledge, attitudes, and technology necessary to begin to understand 

jew
elry. V

arious jew
elry-m

aking processes are explored as students w
ork w

ith different m
aterials and tools. Students learn 

to m
ake critical judgm

ents about their ow
n art and the art of others, and are encouraged to relate the beauty and m

eaning 
of art to their lives. They are exposed to the historical and contem

porary role of jew
elry throughout the w

orld. Tools can 
be hazardous if used im

properly; self-discipline is a m
ust. A

 safety test m
ust be passed before hazardous tools or m

aterials 
m

ay be used. Portfolio developm
ent m

ay be required. M
edia com

ponents m
ay be explored and utilized.  The second 

sem
ester requires a greater degree of proficiency and higher expectations from

 students and teacher. 
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

 
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
Suggested A

rtists 
Suggested A

ctivities 
Suggested M

edia C
om

ponents 
• A

brasha 
• A

ndy Cooperm
an 

• Linda D
arty 

• Robert Ebendorf 
• A

rline Fisch 
• Judy G

um
m

 
• N

ancy Linkin 
• Barbara M

inor 
• Turid Senungetuk 
• D

enise and Sam
uel W

allace 
• Tam

m
y H

olland (local Fairbanks) 
• Carrie A

ronson (local Fairbanks) 
• Cheryl Eve A

costa 
• A

lexander Calder 
• A

lex M
onroe 

• Sonya K
elliher-Com

bs 

• Rings 
• Pendants 
• K

ey rings in a variety of m
aterials 

• Polym
er clay beads 

• Lam
p w

orked beads 
• M

acram
é knotting techniques 

• M
etal w

ork – saw
ing, piercing, soldering 

• M
etal fasteners – sim

ple hook, toggle clasps, 
hook and ring 

• M
etal chains 

• Basic beading - crim
p beads, w

ire  links,  ear 
w

ires 
• Found object jew

elry 
• Resin 
• W

ire W
ork- w

ire w
rapping, w

ire com
ponents • D

igital portfolios 
• D

ocum
enting process 

• Tim
e lapse photography 

• D
igital photo editing 

• Internet research 
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Jew
elry D

esign Skills 
D

em
onstrate jew

elry design skills through the use of various m
aterials and processes. 

• Becom
e proficient in cutting, soldering, annealing, bending, and forging m

etals. 
• Create jew

elry that m
ay include rings, bracelets, earrings, and necklaces. 

• Learn several finishing techniques and surface treatm
ents. 

• Create figurative and non-figurative designs. 
• U

se a sketchbook/journal to gather and develop ideas and record results. 
  

C
ritiquing Skills 

Learn critiquing skills and develop skills of critiquing a w
orking in progress. 

• Identify the piece.  
• Share first im

pressions.  
• D

escribe the basic elem
ents.  

• A
nalyze the use of basic principles.  

• Interpret m
eaning and the artist’s intent. 
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Jew
elry, Interm

ediate 
G

rade:  10-12 
Length:  Tw

o 
sem

esters 
C

redit:  0.5 each 
sem

ester (1 total) 
Prerequisite:  
Beginning Jew

elry or 
teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Interm
ediate Jew

elry continues to cover the fundam
ental skills, know

ledge, attitudes, and technology necessary to begin to 
understand jew

elry. V
arious jew

elry-m
aking processes are explored as students w

ork w
ith different m

aterials and tools. 
Students learn to m

ake critical judgm
ents about their ow

n art and the art of others, and are encouraged to relate the beauty 
and m

eaning of art to their lives. They are exposed to the historical and contem
porary role of jew

elry throughout the 
w

orld. Tools can be hazardous if used im
properly; self-discipline is a m

ust. A
 safety test m

ust be passed before hazardous 
tools or m

aterials m
ay be used. Portfolio developm

ent m
ay be required. M

edia com
ponents m

ay be explored and utilized. 
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

  
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
 

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• A
brasha 

• A
ndy Cooperm

an 
• Linda D

arty 
• Robert Ebendorf 
• A

rline Fisch 
• Judy G

um
m

 
• N

ancy Linkin 
• Barbara M

inor 
• Turid Senungetuk 
• D

enise and Sam
uel W

allace 
• Tam

m
y H

olland (local Fairbanks) 
• Carrie A

ronson (local Fairbanks) 
• Cheryl Eve A

costa 
• A

lexander Calder 
• A

lex M
onroe 

• Sonya K
elliher-Com

bs 

• Rings 
• Pendants 
• K

ey rings in a variety of m
aterials 

• Polym
er clay beads 

• Lam
p w

orked beads 
• M

acram
é knotting techniques 

• M
etal w

ork – saw
ing, piercing, soldering 

• M
etal fasteners – sim

ple hook, toggle clasps, 
hook and ring 

• M
etal chains 

• Basic beading - crim
p beads, w

ire  links,  ear 
w

ires 
• Found object jew

elry 
• Resin 
• W

ire W
ork- w

ire w
rapping, w

ire com
ponents 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
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Jew
elry D

esign Skills 
D

em
onstrate jew

elry design skills through the use of various m
aterials and processes. 

• Becom
e proficient in cutting, soldering, annealing, bending, and forging m

etals. 
• Create jew

elry that m
ay include rings, bracelets, earrings, and necklaces. 

• Learn several finishing techniques and surface treatm
ents. 

• Create figurative and non-figurative designs. 
• U

se a sketchbook/journal to gather and develop ideas and record results. 

  

C
ritiquing Skills 

Learn critiquing skills and develop skills of critiquing a w
ork in progress. 

• Identify the piece.  
• Share first im

pressions.  
• D

escribe the basic elem
ents.  

• A
nalyze the use of basic principles.  

• Interpret m
eaning and the artist’s intent. 
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Jew
elry, A

dvanced 
G

rade:  10-12 
Length:  Tw

o 
sem

esters 
C

redit:  0.5 each 
sem

ester (total 1) 
Prerequisite:  
Interm

ediate Jew
elry 

or teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Advanced Jew
elry continues to build on the skills, know

ledge, attitudes, and technology necessary to create jew
elry. 

V
arious jew

elry-m
aking processes are explored as students w

ork w
ith different m

aterials and tools. Students learn to m
ake 

critical judgm
ents about their ow

n art and the art of others and are encouraged to relate the beauty and m
eaning of art to 

their lives. They are exposed to the historical and contem
porary role of jew

elry throughout the w
orld. The second sem

ester 
requires a greater degree of proficiency and higher expectations from

 students and teacher. Tools can be hazardous if used 
im

properly; self-discipline is a m
ust. 

 Students m
ust com

plete sem
ester one before taking sem

ester 2. 

  
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
 

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• A
brasha 

• A
ndy Cooperm

an 
• Linda D

arty 
• Robert Ebendorf 
• A

rline Fisch 
• Judy G

um
m

 
• N

ancy Linkin 
• Barbara M

inor 
• Turid Senungetuk 
• D

enise and Sam
uel W

allace 
• Tam

m
y H

olland (local Fairbanks) 
• Carrie A

ronson (local Fairbanks) 
• Cheryl Eve A

costa 
• A

lexander Calder 
• A

lex M
onroe 

• Sonya K
elliher-Com

bs 

• Rings 
• Pendants 
• K

ey rings in a variety of m
aterials 

• Polym
er clay beads 

• Lam
p w

orked beads 
• M

acram
é knotting techniques 

• M
etal w

ork – saw
ing, piercing, soldering 

• M
etal fasteners – sim

ple hook, toggle clasps, 
hook and ring 

• M
etal chains 

• Basic beading - crim
p beads, w

ire  links,  
ear w

ires 
• Found object jew

elry 
• Resin 
• W

ire w
ork- w

ire w
rapping, w

ire 
com

ponents 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
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Jew
elry D

esign Skills 
D

em
onstrate jew

elry design skills through the use of various m
aterials and processes. 

• Becom
e proficient in cutting, soldering, annealing, bending, and forging m

etals 
• Create jew

elry that m
ay include rings, bracelets, earrings, and necklaces 

• Learn several finishing techniques and surface treatm
ents 

• Create figurative and non-figurative designs 
• U

se a sketchbook/journal to gather and develop ideas and record results 

  
C

ritiquing Skills 
Learn critiquing skills and develop skills of critiquing a w

ork in progress. 
• Identify the piece.  
• Share first im

pressions.  
• D

escribe the basic elem
ents. 

• A
nalyze the use of basic principles.  

• Interpret m
eaning and the artist’s intent. 
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Painting 
G

rade:  9-12 
Length:  Tw

o 
sem

esters 
C

redit:  0.5 each 
sem

ester (1 total) 
Prerequisite:  Studio 
Art or teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Painting develops students' understanding of color theory and painting skills. Students explore a variety of painting m
edia, 

approaches, techniques, surfaces, and technologies. They continue to critique their ow
n art and the art of others. They are 

encouraged to relate beauty and m
eaning of art to their lives, and to develop an understanding of values, beliefs, ideas, and 

traditions of various cultures through the study of art. Portfolio developm
ent m

ay be required. Technology m
ay be applied 

for reference or support. 
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

   
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
  

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• M
ary Cassatt 

• Cézanne 
• Chuck Close 
• Leonardo da V

inci 
• Lyonel Feininger 
• Francisco G

oya 
• H

enri M
atisse 

• Claude M
onet 

• A
lice N

eel 
• Pablo Picasso 
• Robert Rauschenberg 
• D

iego Rivera 
• Frank Stella 
• V

incent van G
ogh 

• W
atercolor landscapes or still life. 

• Crayon resist anim
als or birds. 

• Build canvas for acrylic painting of a self-
portrait, m

irror im
age, or reflection. 

• M
asking tape painting w

ith acrylic and/or 
tem

pera, non-objective abstract, or cubism
. 

• W
atercolor pencil gesture draw

ing through 
observation, then w

ash over pencil. 
• Pen and ink draw

ings of skeleton and/or 
bones. 

• Scratch board of textures w
ith w

atercolor 
w

ashes. 
• M

ulti-m
edia them

e piece using m
agazines, 

gel m
edium

, and w
atercolor. 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
• Im

age sharing 
• D

igital slideshow
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Painting Skills 
U

se a variety of m
edia and techniques to acquire skills in painting. 

• U
nderstand and apply color theory. 

• Experim
ent w

ith various painting techniques. 
• Paint on various painting surfaces. 
• U

se the elem
ents and principles of art to create aesthetic com

positions. 
• Paint expressively and com

m
unicate em

otions and ideas. 
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Photography, B
eginning 

G
rade:  9-12 

Length:  Tw
o 

sem
esters 

C
redit:  0.5 each 

sem
ester (1 total) 

Prerequisite:  N
one 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Beginning Photography covers the fundam
ental skills, know

ledge, and techniques necessary to begin to understand the 
photographic process. Students learn the basic functions of a m

anual SLR 35m
m

 cam
era and/or a D

SLR digital cam
era, 

how
 to process black and w

hite film
 and/or digital im

ages, and print film
 negatives and positives and/or digital im

ages. 
Students w

ill learn the elem
ents and principles of art, and begin to apply them

 to their w
ork. Students learn to m

ake critical 
judgm

ents about their ow
n art and the art of others. Students are exposed to the historical and contem

porary role of 
photography throughout the w

orld and are encouraged to relate the beauty and m
eaning of photographic art to their lives. 

Extensive out-of-class w
ork is required to be successful in photography. M

edia com
ponents m

ay be explored and utilized.  
The second sem

ester requires a greater degree of proficiency and high expectations from
 students and teacher. 

 Students m
ust com

plete sem
ester one before taking sem

ester 2. 
 

C
lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• A
nsel A

dam
s 

• Richard A
vedon 

• Edw
ard Curtis 

• Paul Strand 
• D

orothea Lange 
• A

nnie Liebovitz 
• A

lfred Steichen 
• D

iane A
rbus 

• Robert Frank  
• N

an G
oldin 

• A
ndre Serrano  

• W
eegee  

• D
avid Levinthal 

• Sophie Calle 
• Ralph Eugene M

eatyard 
• Paul O

uterbridge 
• Philip-Lorca D

icorcia 

• Photo history tim
eline 

• Pinhole cam
era 

• Photogram
 

• Basic cam
era operation and function 

• Focus on shutter and function 
• Photographic com

position exploration 
• A

dvanced techniques 
• D

igital portfolio developm
ent 

• Lighting 
• M

acro photography 
• Journalism

/story photography 
• D

iptych/triptych  
• Photopea.com

  

• 
D

igital portfolios 
• 

D
ocum

enting process 
• 

Tim
e lapse photography 

• 
D

igital photo editing 
• 

Internet research 
• 

Im
age sharing 

• 
D

igital slideshow
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Suggested A
rtists continued…

 
Suggested A

ctivities 
Suggested M

edia C
om

ponents 
• Francesca W

oodm
an 

• A
ndreas G

ursky 
• R K

arl Blossfeldt  
• Barbara K

ruger  
• M

argaret Bourke-W
hite 

• M
athew

 Brady  
• H

arry Callahan 
• W

alker Evans  
• Lew

is H
ine  

• A
ndre K

ertesz  
• Jacob Riis 
• Charles Scheeler  
• Edw

ard W
eston  

• Edw
ard Steichen 

• A
lfred Stieglitz 

• Jam
es V

an D
er Zee 

• M
inor W

hite 
• A

lexander Rodchenko 
• M

anuel A
lverez Bravo 

• Felice Beato 
• Bill Brandt 
• Tina M

odotti 
• Lisette M

odel 
• A

dolph D
e M

eyer 
• Patrick D

em
archelier 

• Irving Penn 
• Barbara M

organ  
• Steven M

eisel  
• H

erb Ritts  
• Bruce W

eber 
• D

avid Lachappell 
• Louise D

ahl-W
olfe  

• M
ario Testino  

• Cecil Beaton 
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Photography Skills 
U

se a variety of techniques and tools to gain skills in photography. 

• D
em

onstrate proper use and care of the 35m
m

 or D
SLR digital cam

era and the lab equipm
ent. 

• Follow
 proper procedures for handling, processing, and printing film

 and/or digital photos. 
• Troubleshoot negatives, prints, and/or digital im

agery. 
• Take pictures outside of class tim

e. 
• Learn advanced techniques. 
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Photography, Interm
ediate 

G
rade:  9-12 

Length:  Tw
o 

sem
esters 

C
redit:  0.5 each 

sem
ester (1 total) 

Prerequisite:  
Beginning 
Photography or 
teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Interm
ediate Photography is for serious students com

m
itted to gaining independence, technical skill, and know

ledge in the 
traditional and digital photographic process. It covers and expands the fundam

ental skills, know
ledge, and techniques 

necessary to advance in photography. Em
phasis w

ill be on refining cam
era w

ork, com
position, visual concepts, exposure, 

developm
ent of the negative, printing skills in black and w

hite or digital photos, and the digital process. Students are 
expected to apply the elem

ents and principles of art and to their w
ork. Students m

ake critical judgm
ents about their ow

n art 
and the art of others. Students are exposed to the historical and contem

porary role of photography throughout the w
orld, 

and are encouraged to relate the beauty and m
eaning of photographic art to their lives. Self-discipline is a m

ust since 
extensive out-of-class w

ork is required to be successful in photography. M
edia com

ponents m
ay be explored and utilized.  

The second sem
ester requires a greater degree of proficiency and higher expectations from

 students and teacher. 
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

 
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
  

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• A
nsel A

dam
s 

• Richard A
vedon 

• Edw
ard Curtis 

• Paul Strand 
• D

orothea Lange 
• A

nnie Liebovitz 
• A

lfred Steichen 
• D

iane A
rbus 

• Robert Frank  
• N

an G
oldin 

• A
ndre Serrano  

• W
eegee  

• D
avid Levinthal 

• Photo history tim
eline 

• Pinhole cam
era 

• Photogram
 

• Basic cam
era operation and function 

• Focus on shutter and function 
• Photographic com

position exploration 
• A

dvanced techniques 
• D

igital portfolio developm
ent 

• Lighting 
• M

acro photography 
• Journalism

/story photography 
• D

iptych/triptych  
• photopea 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
• Im

age sharing 
• D

igital slideshow
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Suggested A
rtists continued…

 
Suggested A

ctivities 
Suggested M

edia C
om

ponents 
• Sophie Calle 
• Ralph Eugene M

eatyard 
• Paul O

uterbridge 
• Philip-Lorca D

icorcia 
• Francesca W

oodm
an 

• A
ndreas G

ursky 
• R K

arl Blossfeldt  
• Barbara K

ruger  
• M

argaret Bourke-W
hite 

• M
athew

 Brady  
• H

arry Callahan 
• W

alker Evans  
• Lew

is H
ine  

• A
ndre K

ertesz  
• Jacob Riis 
• Charles Scheeler  
• Edw

ard W
eston  

• Edw
ard Steichen 

• A
lfred Stieglitz 

• Jam
es V

an D
er Zee 

• M
inor W

hite 
• A

lexander Rodchenko 
• M

anuel A
lverez Bravo 

• Felice Beato 
• Bill Brandt 
• Tina M

odotti 
• Lisette M

odel 
• A

dolph D
e M

eyer 
• Patrick D

em
archelier 

 

 
 



Fairbanks N
orth Star B

orough School D
istrict  

 175   
Interm

ediate Photography 
A

rt C
urriculum

 
 

A
dopted A

pril 1, 2025 

Suggested A
rtists continued…

 
Suggested A

ctivities 
Suggested M

edia C
om

ponents 
• Irving Penn,  
• Barbara M

organ  
• Steven M

eisel  
• H

erb Ritts  
• Bruce W

eber 
• D

avid Lachappell 
• Louise D

ahl-W
olfe  

• M
ario Testino 

• Cecil Beaton 

 
 

  
Photography Skills 

U
se a variety of techniques and tools to gain skills in photography. 

• D
em

onstrate proper use and care of the 35m
m

 or D
SLR digital cam

era and the lab equipm
ent. 

• Follow
 proper procedures for handling, processing, and printing film

 and/or digital photos. 
• Troubleshoot negatives, prints, and/or digital im

agery. 
• Take pictures outside of class tim

e. 
• Learn advanced techniques. 
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Photography, A
dvanced 

G
rade:  9-12 

Length:  Tw
o 

sem
esters 

C
redit:  0.5 each 

sem
ester (total 1) 

Prerequisite:  
Interm

ediate 
Photography or 
teacher perm

ission 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Advanced Photography is for higher level students com
m

itted to gaining independence, technical skill, and know
ledge, in 

the traditional and digital photographic process. It covers and expands the fundam
ental skills, know

ledge and techniques 
necessary to advance in photography. Em

phasis w
ill be on refining cam

era w
ork, com

position, visual concepts, exposure, 
developm

ent of the negative, and printing skills in black and w
hite or digital photos and the digital process. Students are 

expected to apply the elem
ents and principles of art and to their w

ork. Students m
ake critical judgm

ents about their ow
n 

art and the art of others. Students are exposed to the historical and contem
porary role of photography throughout the w

orld 
and are encouraged to relate the beauty and m

eaning of photographic art to their lives. Self-discipline is a m
ust since 

extensive out-of-class w
ork is required to be successful in photography. The second sem

ester requires a greater degree of 
proficiency and higher expectations from

 students and teacher. A
ll advanced students are encouraged to w

ork tow
ards 

developing a 2D
 A

P digital portfolio. M
edia com

ponents m
ay be explored and utilized. 

 Students m
ust com

plete sem
ester one before taking sem

ester 2. 
 

C
lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 

  
Suggested A

rtists 
Suggested A

ctivities 
Suggested M

edia C
om

ponents 
• A

nsel A
dam

s 
• Richard A

vedon 
• Edw

ard Curtis 
• Paul Strand 
• D

orothea Lange 
• A

nnie Liebovitz 
• A

lfred Steichen 
• D

iane A
rbus 

• Robert Frank  
• N

an G
oldin 

• A
ndre Serrano  

• W
eegee  

• Photo history tim
eline 

• Pinhole cam
era 

• Photogram
 

• Basic cam
era operation and function 

• Focus on shutter and function 
• Photographic com

position exploration 
• A

dvanced techniques 
• D

igital portfolio developm
ent 

• Lighting 
• M

acro photography 
• Journalism

/story photography 
• D

iptych/triptych  

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
• Im

age sharing 
• D

igital slideshow
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Suggested A
rtists continued…

 
Suggested A

ctivities continued…
 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• D
avid Levinthal 

• Sophie Calle 
• Ralph Eugene M

eatyard 
• Paul O

uterbridge 
• Philip-Lorca D

icorcia 
• Francesca W

oodm
an 

• A
ndreas G

ursky 
• R K

arl Blossfeldt  
• Barbara K

ruger  
• M

argaret Bourke-W
hite 

• M
athew

 Brady  
• H

arry Callahan 
• W

alker Evans  
• Lew

is H
ine  

• A
ndre K

ertesz  
• Jacob Riis 
• Charles Scheeler  
• Edw

ard W
eston  

• Edw
ard Steichen 

• A
lfred Stieglitz 

• Jam
es V

an D
er Zee 

• Photopea.com
 

•  

  
Photography Skills 

U
se a variety of techniques and tools to gain skill in photography. 

• D
em

onstrate proper use and care of the 35m
m

 or D
SLR digital cam

era and the lab equipm
ent. 

• Follow
 proper procedures for handling, processing, and printing film

 and/or digital photos. 
• Troubleshoot negatives, prints, and/or digital im

agery. 
• Take pictures outside of class tim

e. 
• Learn advanced techniques. 
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Printm
aking 

G
rade:  9-12 

Length:  Tw
o 

sem
esters 

C
redit:  0.5 each 

sem
ester (1 total) 

Prerequisite:  Studio 
Art or teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Printm
aking is the art of m

aking m
ultiple originals. Students w

ill learn the history of the field, and explore various 
processes such as silk screening, lithography, m

onoprinting, etching, and w
oodcuts. This course stresses the use of the 

elem
ents and principles of art and the im

provem
ent of creative thinking skills. Students continue to m

ake critical 
judgm

ents about their ow
n art and the art of others, and are encouraged to relate the beauty and m

eaning of art to their 
lives. They gain an understanding of values, beliefs, ideas, and traditions of various cultures through the study of 
printm

aking. A
 safety test m

ust be passed before students are allow
ed to use potentially harm

ful tools, chem
icals, 

m
aterials, or m

achinery. Portfolio developm
ent m

ay be required. M
edia com

ponents m
ay be explored and utilized.  The 

second sem
ester requires a greater degree of proficiency and higher expectations from

 students and teacher.   
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

 
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
 

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• M
ary Cassatt 

• Currier &
 Ives 

• W
inslow

 H
om

er 
• Robert Rauschenburg 
• Tam

arind Institute 
• Rem

brandt H
arm

enszoon van Rijn 
• A

ndy W
arhol 

• Cape D
orset Printm

akers 
• Elizabeth Cattlett 
• Rockw

ell K
ent 

• Charles W
hite 

• A
lex K

atz 
• H

okusai K
atsushika 

• A
ndo H

iroshige 

• Linoleum
 printing landscape 

• W
ood block self-portrait that m

ay include an 
em

bossed print on w
atercolor paper. 

• M
asking tape on silkscreen, non-objective 

design. 
• Rubylith®

 on silkscreen of an original logo 
• Photosensitive em

ulsion on silkscreen of an 
original t-shirt design, bum

per sticker, spirit 
design, or locker sticker design. 

• Collograph or lithograph of a cityscape or 
w

aterscape 
• M

onoprint of a gesture draw
ing 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
• Collaborative shared projects 
• Produce, publish, and update individual or 

shared m
edia projects. 
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Sculpture 
  G

rade:  9-12 
Length:  Tw

o 
sem

esters 
C

redit:  0.5 each 
sem

ester (1 total) 
Prerequisite:  Studio 
Art or teacher 
perm

ission 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Sculpture covers the fundam
ental skills, know

ledge, and technology necessary to begin to understand sculpture. V
arious 

sculptural processes are explored, and students w
ork w

ith a variety of m
aterials and tools. Students learn to m

ake critical 
judgm

ents about their ow
n art and the art of others, and are encouraged to relate the beauty and m

eaning of art to their 
lives. They are exposed to the historical and contem

porary role of sculpture throughout the w
orld. Tools can be hazardous 

if used im
properly; self-discipline is a m

ust. A
 safety test m

ust be passed before hazardous tools or m
aterials m

ay be used. 
M

edia com
ponents m

ay be explored and utilized. Students w
ill develop a sculptural arts vocabulary using and applying the 

elem
ents and principles of art.  The second sem

ester requires a greater degree of proficiency and higher expectations from
 

students and teacher. 
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

   
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
  

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• M
ichaelangelo Buonarroti 

• A
lexander Calder 

• Leonardo D
aV

inci 
• A

ndy G
oldsw

orthy 
• A

lberto G
racom

etti 
• A

m
edeo M

odigliani 
• H

enry M
oore 

• Louise N
evelson 

• A
uguste Rodin 

• Clay - realistic figures 
• Soapstone - sim

ple figures 
• A

labaster - nonobjective   
• Books 
• W

ood carvings 
• M

asks 
• A

ssem
blage 

• Plaster sculptures from
 blocks 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
• Collaborations and partnerships 
• Im

age slideshow
s 
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3D
 D

esign Skills 
D

em
onstrate 3D

 design skills through the use of various m
aterials and processes. 

• Create sculpture using m
odeling, carving, and assem

blage techniques. 
• W

ork in various m
edia, such as paper, plaster, w

ood, w
ire, clay, soapstone, and found objects. 

• Create figurative, abstract, and non-objective art. 
• U

se a sketchbook/journal to gather and develop ideas and record results. 
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Special Topics in A
rt 

G
rade:  10-12 

Length:  Tw
o 

sem
esters 

C
redit:  0.5 each 

sem
ester (1 total) 

Prerequisite:  Studio 
Art or teacher 
recom

m
endation 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Special Topics in Art provides serious art students an opportunity to investigate individual interest areas in the visual arts 
through supervised study. Self-discipline and a w

illingness to seek new
 challenges are expected. Students continue to 

m
ake critical judgm

ents about their ow
n art and the art of others, and are encouraged to relate the beauty and m

eaning of 
art to their lives. Students are expected to investigate the historical and contem

porary role of art throughout the w
orld. 

Portfolio developm
ent is required. M

edia com
ponents m

ay be explored and utilized. 
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

   
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
 

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• M
ichelangelo Buonarroti 

• Leonardo da V
inci 

• K
eith H

aring 
• Frank Lloyd W

right 
• G

eorgia O
’K

effe 
• V

incent V
an G

ogh 
• Sandy Skoglund 
• Jam

ie Sm
ith 

• Rex Ray 
• Cara W

alker 
• Joseph A

lbers 
• M

ark Rothko 
• G

randm
a M

oses 
• Louise N

evelson 
• John H

oover 

• Teacher and student w
ill develop activities 

and projects that increase the student’s artistic 
skills in a variety of m

edia critiques. 
• Self-evaluation and teacher evaluation. 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
• Collaborative shared projects 
• Produce, publish, and update individual or 

shared m
edia projects 
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Plan of Study 
D

evelop a plan of study in collaboration w
ith the teacher. 

• Set goals and objectives, and record progress. 
• Research topics. 
• Seek and accept input from

 teacher and peers. 
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Studio A
rt 

G
rade:  9-12 

Length:  Tw
o 

sem
esters 

C
redit:  0.5 each 

sem
ester (1 total) 

Prerequisite:  N
one 

C
ourse O

verview
: 

Studio Art is recom
m

ended as a foundation for m
ost other art courses. This prim

arily tw
o-dim

ensional course covers 
fundam

ental skills, know
ledge, attitudes, and technology necessary to begin producing and understanding the visual arts. 

Students learn to create and critique art, and are encouraged to relate the beauty and m
eaning of art to their lives. This 

course stresses the use of the elem
ents and principles of art, the study of artists, the im

provem
ent of creative thinking 

skills, and the process of learning to m
ake inform

ed judgm
ents about art. Students are exposed to the historical and 

contem
porary role of the arts in A

laska, the nation, and the w
orld. Students do not need to be proficient in draw

ing to 
enroll. Portfolio developm

ent m
ay be required. M

edia com
ponents m

ay be explored or utilized. Students w
ill develop a 

visual arts vocabulary using and applying the elem
ents and principles of art. Students w

ill begin to understand color 
vocabulary, theory and its application.  The second sem

ester requires a greater degree of proficiency and high expectations 
from

 students and teacher.  
 Students m

ust com
plete sem

ester one before taking sem
ester 2. 

 
C

lick here for Essential Topics covered in every high school art course. 
  

Suggested A
rtists 

Suggested A
ctivities 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• Salvador D
ali (surrealism

) 
• D

ale D
eA

rm
ond (printm

aking) 
• Juan G

ris (cubism
) 

• K
eith H

aring 
• A

lexei Jaw
lensky (expressionism

) 
• Jasper Johns 
• K

athe K
ollw

itz (printm
aking) 

• René M
agritte (surrealism

) 
• M

aria M
artinez 

• H
enry M

oore 
• Edvard M

unch (expressionism
) 

• G
abriele M

unter (expressionism
) 

• Calligraphic line 
• Clay m

asks 
• Contour line draw

ing 
• D

igital art unit- procreate, etc. 
• Fabric painting 
• G

rid draw
ing 

• Landscape painting 
• Logo design 
• O

ptical art 
• Painting – w

atercolor and acrylic 
• Papier-m

âché 
• Perspective 

• D
igital portfolios 

• D
ocum

enting process 
• Tim

e lapse photography 
• D

igital photo editing 
• Internet research 
• iPads 
• W

acom
 tablets 

• Collaborations and partnerships 
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Suggested A
rtists continued…

 
Suggested A

ctivities continued…
 

Suggested M
edia C

om
ponents 

• G
eorgia O

’K
eeffe 

• Pablo Picasso (cubism
) 

• Jackson Pollock 
• G

erm
an Expressionists (printm

aking) 

• Printm
aking – stam

p prints, linoleum
 prints, 

m
onoprints, em

bossed prints 
• Shading techniques in various m

edia 
• Soapstone carving 
• Stippling 
• U

nique color w
heel design 

• W
ire sculpture 

• W
ood cut or linoleum

 printing 

 
 

  

Basic Skills 
D

em
onstrate basic skills through various m

edia including draw
ing, painting, printm

aking, and m
ixed m

edia. 
• Explore basic draw

ing techniques such as gesture, shading, and contour line.  
• Learn and dem

onstrate different w
ays to show

 perspective, learn com
positional skills, experim

ent w
ith different com

positions, and w
ork w

ith 
transparent and opaque m

edia. 

  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District is an equal employment and educational opportunity 
institution, as well as tobacco and nicotine-free learning and work environment. 
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