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Do Great Things Initiative to Award Life Changing Scholarships to 
West High School Students; Announcing Exciting New Opportunities  

 
GREEN BAY, Wis. – May 19, 2025 – Four Green Bay West High School students have earned 

the opportunity of a lifetime, and will be celebrated at a signing day ceremony at West High 

School. The Do Great Things Initiative (DGTI) will also make an exciting announcement 

regarding future opportunities for students at Green Bay West High School. 

 

When:  Tuesday, May 20, 2025, 1:00 p.m. 

Where:  West High School, 966 Shawano Avenue, Library Media Center  

 

Speakers at the event include Jim and Tracy Ryan, co-founders of the Do Great Things 

Initiative; Gary Wiessigner, Senior Vice President of Application Development at Oracle 

NetSuite; David Johns, Associate Superintendent of the Green Bay Area Public School District; 

Patrick Correia-Harker Assistant Director of National Recruitment at Marquette University; 

Rachele Bakic, Director of Admissions at UW-Green Bay; school administrators, and 

scholarship recipients.​

 

About the Do Great Things Initiative & the Annual Scholarships  

The mission of the Do Great Things Initiative (DGTI) is to encourage and assist West High 

School students to become college-ready, understand the financial aid available to them, and 
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secure the funding to alleviate their financial gap burden. The DGTI was created in 2021 after 

Jim and Tracy Ryan learned of the limited number of students from West High School that 

apply to attend Marquette University. ​

 

The vision for the DGTI is to encourage alumni and local business leaders to form “close the 

gap” scholarships (independent of the DGTI) that can be awarded to students and allow them 

to make their dream to attend college a reality. Learn more about the DGTI by watching this 

video and visiting their website: do-great-things.org. DGTI is a 501c3 organization and can 

accept 100% tax-deductible donations. 

 

About Green Bay Area Public Schools 

Founded in 1856 with the opening of the Sale School, the Green Bay Area Public School District 

is more than 150 years old. A unified school district of 92 square miles, it covers the city of 

Green Bay, all of the village of Allouez, the village of Bellevue, the town of Scott, as well as part 

of the towns of Ledgeview, Eaton, Green Bay and Humboldt. For more information, visit the 

district website http://www.gbaps.org. 
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