
Summer Reading Ideas from the Manse Library 

 

Looking for something new and fun for summer reading? Take a look at the titles on this list. While 

the Manse library is closed over the summer break, but local libraries have a huge selection of these 

and other amazing books. Many of these books can be read aloud to younger children.  

 

The Yellow Bus by Loren Long, 2024, Grades PreS & up 

With stirring black-and-white artwork and powerful pops of color, The Yellow Bus is a poignant 

reflection on the many new beginnings life has to offer.  

 

 

I'm Sorry You Got Mad by Kyle Lukoff, 2024, Grades PreS & up 

Jack wants to apologize for hurting Zoe's feelings. He just can't seem to find the right words. Turns 

out there's more to an apology than just saying "I'm sorry." 

 

 

Frank and Bert by Chris Naylor-Ballestreros, 2022, , Grades PreS & up 

Frank and Bert are the best of friends and they LOVE to play hide and seek. But Bert the bear isn't 

quite as good at hiding as he thinks he is ... and Frank ALWAYS wins! Every. Single. Time. 

 

 

Here Are the Seeds by JaNay Brown-Wood, 2024, Grades PreS & up 

Two young gardeners plant seeds and watch them grow. Throughout the season, they learn what 

nurtures the life cycle of plants and the crops in their garden.  

 

 

 

 

 



A Delicious Story by Barney Saltzberg, 2023, Grades PreS & up 

Two mice — one big and one small — have a problem. Little Mouse is looking for a story — they’re in a 

book, after all! — and Big Mouse has to admit the truth. The story is gone. And (gasp!) he ate it. That 

is not okay with Little Mouse, who is all ready to hear a story and will settle for nothing less.  

 

 

Benita and the Night Creatures by Mariana Llanos, 2023, Grades PreS & up 

This humorous celebration of bedtime reading puts a global twist on taking the “scary” out of 

monsters. 

 

 

The Book That Almost Rhymed by Omar Abed, 2024, Grades PreS & up 

What do you do with an interrupting sibling? Especially when she's stepping all over your story with 

wild ideas that don’t. Even. Rhyme.  

 

 

Fluffy and the Stars by T’áncháy Redvers, picture book, 2023, Grades PreS & up 

Shay loves their dog and is devastated when Fluffy dies. As time goes by, Shay learns more about love 

and loss, cherishing memories of Fluffy and gaining an appreciation for how the family’s beloved dog 

will always be in their heart.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I’m Not Small by Nina Crews, 2022, Grades PreS & up 

A child is “big” enough to go outside to play, where he encounters different animals and notices their 

various sizes. But when his mother checks in, the proudly “big” boy is glad to be small enough to still 

be picked up at the end of a good play. 

 

 

The Man Who Didn't Like Animals by Deborah Underwood, 2024, PreK-3 

There once was a man who loved his tidy home and who didn’t like animals. Then, one day, a cat 

appeared. The man and the cat both liked napping and watching the rain and eating dinner precisely 

at six. Well, maybe this one animal could stay. Next came a dog ... 

 

 

Eleven Words for Love: A Journey Through Arabic Expressions of Love by Randa 

Abdel-Fattah, 2023, Grades PreK & up 

There are eleven words for love in Arabic. The young  girl at the heart of this beautifully textured book 

shows how her family knows each word through child-friendly examples of kindness and 

appreciation. 

 

 

Every Dog in the Neighborhood by Philip C. Stead, 2022, Grades PreS & up 

Louis really wants a dog, but his Grandma insists, “There are enough dogs in the neighborhood 

already.” While Louis disagrees, he realizes he needs more information to support his argument: so he 

sets out to figure out how many dogs live in the neighborhood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Barnaby Unboxed by Terry, Eric, and Devin Fan, 2024, PreS & up 

When Barnaby is brought home to be cared for by his very own little girl, life is perfect. Then a new, 

even more perfect pet arrives. Suddenly Barnaby is no longer the most perfect pet around, and his 

little girl doesn't seem interested in him. Feeling unappreciated, Barnaby runs away and finds himself 

swept up on a wild journey in a tale of love found, lost and found again. 

 

 

A Better Best Friend by Olivier Tallec, 2024, PreK & up 

Having a best friend is great! A little red squirrel has just made friends with Pock, a somewhat 

awkward little mushroom, and things are great. That is, until a third friend comes along. Can 

someone have TWO best friends?!?  

 

 

Jumper: A Day in the Life of a Backyard Jumping Spider by Jessica Lanan, 2023, 

Grades PreK & up 

Open this book to discover the vibrant, hidden life of a backyard jumping spider. 

 

 

Clack, Clack! Smack! A Cherokee Stickball Story by Traci Sorell, 2024,  PreK & up     

Vann loves playing his tribe’s stickball game, but he’s not as skilled as his teammates. Vann stumbles, 

and he tries and fails to score. How can he help his teammates win? Back matter explains the origins 

of Cherokee stickball. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



More Than Words: So Many Ways to Say What We Mean by Roz MacLean, 2023, PreK & 

up  

This tender, stunningly illustrated picture book explores and celebrates the many forms of 

expression―signing, speaking, singing, smiling, among others ― and culminates in a poignant story 

about connection and understanding. 

 

 

The Search for the Giant Arctic Jellyfish by Chloe Savage, 2023, Grades PreK & up 

In this strikingly illustrated debut with a quirky, surreal sensibility, the tale of an Arctic expedition 

invites readers to discover an elusive creature. 

 

 

How to Eat in Space by Helen Taylor, 2023, Grades PreK & up 

This fact-filled look at the sometimes complicated task of eating while away from Earth will show 

young readers what it's really like to live on the space station, with engaging back matter that takes a 

deep dive into the topic and features photos of real NASA astronauts! 

 

 

Watch Out for the Lion! by Brooke Hartman, 2023, Grades PreK & up 

Readers beware―there’s a ferocious lion in this book! The book warns that it has seen the lion 

already. First its bristly tail, then clashing claws, twitchy ears, fearsome fangs… and it’s lying in wait to 

turn any unsuspecting passerby into a child cheeseburger or rugrat ravioli. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gifts from the Garbage Truck: A True Story About the Things We (Don't) Throw Away 

by Andrew Larsen, 2024, Grades K & up 

With themes of upcycling, anti-consumerism, love for community, and finding joy, this book inspires 

kids to think creatively and curiously about what they do (and don't) throw away! 

 

 

Griso: The One and Only by Roger Mello, 2024, Grades K & up 

The last of his kind, Griso travels the world searching for unicorn companions. He asks beetles, 

chameleons, and buffalos if they’ve seen any mythical creatures like him, and all send him on his way 

saying, “Neither here nor at the edge of the world.”  

 

 

The Dream Catcher by Marcelo Verdad, 2024, Grades K & up     

Some people dream of perfect waves, fancy castles, or piloting a plane. Others dream of someone to 

laugh and play with all day long. Some just dream of having a meal for the next day. And little Miguel? 

As he and Abuelito work in the hot Oaxacan sun, selling cold coconuts and macrame dream catchers 

to earn a few coins, Miguel has only one simple wish—to have his parents by his side.  

 

 

Aloha Everything by Kaylin Melia George, 2024, Grades K & up 

Since the day that Ano was born, her heart has been connected to her home. But, this adventurous 

child has a lot to learn! When Ano begins to dance hula — a storytelling dance form that carries the 

knowledge, history, and folklore of the Hawaiian people — Ano comes to understand the true 

meaning of aloha. 

 

 

 

 

 



Sumaya Solves the Droopy Gift Problem by Aisha Ahmed, 2024, Grades 1 & up 

Sumaya's cousin is graduating from high school, and Sumaya wants to give her a flowering plant as a 

gift. But the plant begins to droop before graduation day. Can Sumaya solve her droopy plant problem 

before it's too late? 

 

 

The Spelling Bee Showdown by David Cole, 2025,  Grades 1 & up 

Emily loves reading, so she's excited when her teacher announces that the class will be reading fables. 

Her brother, Sam, is less thrilled. He prefers spelling to reading. In fact, because he loves learning 

spelling rules, he's sure he'll win the upcoming spelling-bee.  

 

 

Stranded! A Mostly True Story from Iceland by Ævar Þór Benediktsson, 2023, Grades 1 

& up 

When two scientists find themselves stranded on Iceland’s newest volcanic island, Surtsey, they have 

to navigate fiery lava, fogged-up glasses, and dwindling supplies to survive until rescue arrives. Based 

on real life events, this action-packed book keeps readers guessing about the one surprising twist in 

the tale that’s not entirely true. 

 

 

Mehndi Boy by Zain Bandali, 2023, Grades 1 & up 

Tehzeeb loves creating and refining his henna technique, until his Ayaz Uncle tells Tez that mehndi is 

a skill for girls and women. Tehzeeb wonders: is he the wrong kind of boy? 

 

 

 

 

 



Up, Up, Ever Up! Junko Tabei: A Life in the Mountains by Anita Yasuda, 2024, Grades 2 

& up     

Portrayed with stunning visuals that will connect with readers, this is the inspiring, well-researched 

story of Junko Tabei, a Japanese citizen driven to become the first woman to reach the summit of 

Everest. 

 

 

Wagnificent: The Adventures of Thunder and Sage by Bethanie Murguia, 2024, Grades 

2 & up     

Thunder the dog likes to take naps by the sunny window and get cuddles from her favorite human, 

Sage. Though Thunder wants to be good for Sage, she’s having a ruff time stopping herself from doing 

things she knows are wrong. She’s shocked when her inner Wolf appears one day and reveals the truth 

behind these irresistible impulses.  

 

 

Rise of the Green Flame (Kwame’s Magic Quest) by Bernard Mensah, 2024, Grades 2 & 

up 

Kwame finally gets to attend Knonyaa School where he’ll learn and develop his magic. His parents are 

as excited as he is as they send him off to be surrounded by new friends and caring teachers. His 

classmates soon begin learning their magic, but there’s nothing appearing for Kwame, except signs 

that things don’t  don’t look good for him. He seems to be in the right place for answers, and for 

adventure.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Crowning Glory: A Celebration of Black Hair by Carole Boston Weatherford, 2024, 

Grades 2 & up    

Cornrows forming complex patterns. Shells and beads on boxy braids. A flowery ’fro that’s wash and 

go. A regal pouf that scrapes the sky. Black hair styles embody beauty and loving ritual, culture and 

community, expression and strength, patience and boundless creativity.  

 

 

Magnolia Wu Unfolds It All by Chanel Miller, 2024, Grades 2 & up 

A fun, funny, and poignant story of friendship and community starring Magnolia Wu, a ten-year-old 

sock detective bent on returning all the lonely only socks left behind in her parents' NYC laundromat. 

 

 

Detective Beans and the Case of the Missing Hat by Li Chen, 2024, Grades 2 & up 

 Detective Beans, a young cat with an eye for solving crime, loses his detective hat when it blows out 

the window. Beans follows clues and interviews suspects all over the town as he tries to solve the case 

of his missing hat! 

 

 

Dinner at the Brake Fast by Renee Beauregard Lute, 2024, Grades 2 & up     

Tacoma Jones loves working at her family’s diner, the Brake Fast, serving coffee and breakfast to 

truckers. But tonight, she’s finally going to cook a special dinner — the best in all of Washington. Her 

excitement fades when she realizes it’s one of Dad’s bad days, when his depression keeps him in bed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



David Atherton’s Christmas Cookbook for Kids by David Atherton, 2024, Grades 2 & up 

Grab your aprons and get into the holiday spirit with Great British Baking Show winner and star chef 

David Atherton. 

 

 

How Do You Become an Olympian?: A Book about the Olympics and Olympic Athletes 

by Madeleine Kelly, nonfiction, 2024, Grades 3 & up 

Have you ever wondered how athletes become Olympians? Canadian Olympic runner and author 

Madeleine Kelly explains the history of the Games, how athletes train for their event, and so much 

more!  

 

 

Balto and Togo: Hero Dogs of Alaska by Helen Moss, 2023, Grades 3 & up 

It's the winter of 1924 and a diptheria outbreak is threatening the population of Nome, Alaska. The 

only way to stop the deadly illness from causing a full blown epidemic is to immediately deliver one 

million units of the diphtheria antitoxin to the affected communities – a task that seems impossible 

given that the only way to reach any place in Alaska at this time of year is by dog sled.  

 

 

Gracie Under the Waves by Linda Sue Park, 2024, Grades 3 & up 

A young snorkeling enthusiast draws inspiration for fighting climate change from interacting with her 

pesty little brother. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Invisible Isabel by Sally Pla, 2024, Grades 3 & up 

Isabel has never felt more invisible. She begins to get bombarded by fears, like being abandoned by 

her classmates and taking the upcoming Extremely Important standardized test. Her fears feel like 

worry-moths that flutter in her belly. With every passing day, they seem to get stronger and stronger. 

How can Invisible Isabel make people listen?  

 

 

Max in the House of Spies (Book 1) by Adam Gidwitz, 2024, Grades 3 & up 

Leaving home is hard and Max is alone for the first time in his life. But not for long. Max is surprised 

to discover that he’s been joined by two unexpected traveling companions, one on each shoulder, a 

kobold and a dybbuk named Berg and Stein. 

 

 

The Mystery of Locked Rooms by Lindsay Currie, 2024, Grades 3 & up 

From the acclaimed author of Scritch Scratch and What Lives in the Woods comes an action-packed 

adventure novel about three friends who team up to find a hidden treasure in an abandoned 1950's 

funhouse. 

 

 

Olivetti by Allie Millington, 2024, Grades 3 & up 

Being a typewriter is not as easy as it looks. Surrounded by books (notorious attention hogs) and 

recently replaced by a computer, Olivetti has been forgotten by the Brindle family ― the family he’s 

lived with for years. The least they could do was remember Olivetti once in a while, since he 

remembers every word they’ve typed on him. It’s a thankless job, keeping memories alive. 

 

 

The Sherlock Society (The Sherlock Society, Book 1) by James Ponti, 2024, Grades 3 & 

up 



In the tradition of Nancy Drew, four kids and one grandfather in Miami tackle a decades-old mystery 

in this first book full of atmosphere, history, and lively humor. 

 

 

A Strange Thing Happened in Cherry Hall by Jasmine Warga, 2024, Grades 3 & up 

This is a whimsical, moving story about the universal desire to be seen and understood and how art 

can help us find connection, even when we are at our loneliest. 

 

 

Tree Table Book by Lois Lowry, 2024, Grades 3 & up 

When precocious eleven-year-old Sophie sets out to save her elderly neighbor (who is also her dearest 

friend), her journey will take her through their familiar suburban landscape and then, steadily yet 

unexpectedly, deeper into a landscape of history and shared stories. 

 

 

The Misfits #1: A Royal Conundrum by Lisa Yee, 2024, Grades 3 & up 

When a notorious thief is out for priceless treasure (gems! cats! general decorum!)—who're you gonna 

call? An elite team of crime-fighting underdogs, that's who! 

 

 

Drawing Deena by Hena Khan, 2024, Grades 3 & up    

Deena, a young Pakistani American artist is determined to manage her anxiety and forge her own 

creative path. 

 

 



The Juneteenth Cookbook: Recipes and Activities for Kids and Families to Celebrate by 

Alliah L. Agostini, 2024, Grades 3 & up    

With captivating illustrations of 18 quick and easy recipes, follow along with little Alliah and her 

grandparents as they explore the historical origins of the holiday through food. Make, share, and 

enjoy kid-friendly takes on some of the most popular Juneteenth celebration foods. 

 

 

Kareem Between by Shifa Saltagi Safadi, 2023, Grades 3 & up     

Seventh grade begins, and Kareem’s already fumbled it. His best friend moved away, he messed up his 

tryout for the football team, and because of his heritage, he was voluntold to show the new kid — a 

Syrian refugee with a thick and embarrassing accent — around school.  

 

 

Kwame Crashes the Underworld by Craig Kofi Farmer, 2024, Grades 3 & up     

Kwame Powell isn't ready to deal with losing his grandmother, even as he and his family head to 

Ghana for her celebration of life. He's definitely not ready when he's sucked into a magical whirlpool 

that leads straight to Asamando, the Ghanaian underworld. Kwame must battle angry nature gods, 

and stop the underworld from destroying the land of the living. 

 

 

The Last Mapmaker by Christina Soontornvat, 2022, Grades 3 & up     

Twelve-year-old Sai works for Mangkon’s top mapmaker, pretending to be from a respectable family. 

When she joins a voyage to chart the southern seas, she discovers others on board have secrets too. As 

the ship nears the legendary Sunderlands — a land of dragons and untold riches — Sai must decide 

how far she’ll go to chase her dreams. 

 

 

 

 



Continental Drifter by Kathy MacLeod, 2024, Grades 3 & up     

With a Thai mother and an American father, Kathy lives in two different worlds. She spends most of 

the year in Bangkok, where she’s counting the days till summer vacation. That’s when her family 

travels for 24-hours straight to finally arrive in a tiny seaside town in Maine. Kathy loves Maine’s 

idyllic beauty and all the exotic delicacies she can’t get back home. 

 

 

The Creepening of Dogwood House by Eden Royce, 2024, Grades 3 & up 

Roddie dreams of his mother braiding his hair — before she died, before he moved in with Aunt Angie 

at eerie Dogwood House. As they restore the abandoned home, Roddie uncovers family secrets his 

mother never shared—secrets now reaching for him … 

 

 

Bunnybirds by Natalie Linn, 2024, Grades 3 & up 

Princess Aster must leave home to discover why her people are disappearing—even if it means 

journeying over the rim of the world itself 

 

 

Choosing Brave: How Mamie Till-Mobley and Emmett Till Sparked the Civil Rights 

Movement by Angela Joy, 2022, Grades 3 & up    

Mamie Till-Mobley is the mother of Emmett Till, the 14-year-old boy who was brutally murdered 

while visiting the South in 1955. His death became a rallying point for the civil rights movement, but 

few know that it was his mother who was the catalyst for bringing his name to the forefront of history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Just Keep Walking by Erin Soderberg Downing, adventure, 2024, Grades 3 & up 

Two years after her parents’ surprising and painful split, twelve-year-old Jo and her mom find 

themselves on the 100-mile hike on the Superior Hiking Trail along Lake Superior’s north shore—a 

journey that Jo had always looked forward to hiking with her dad.  

 

 

The First State of Being by Erin Entrada Kelly, science fiction, 2024, Grades 3 & up 

When twelve-year-old Michael Rosario meets a mysterious boy from the future, his life is changed 

forever. 

 

 

Summer at Squee by Andrea Wang, adventure, 2024, Grades 3 & up 

A Chinese American tween attends a Boston-based Chinese cultural overnight camp and is 

transformed by the experience. 

 

 

Gamerville by Johnnie Christmas, 2024, Grades 3 & up 

A video gamer’s championship aspirations are dashed when his parents send him to Camp Reset, 

where electronics are forbidden and you're forced to socialize, eat healthy and spend time outside.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Across So Many Seas by Ruth Behar, 2024, Grades 3 & up     

Spanning over 500 years, Pura Belpré Award winner Ruth Behar's epic novel tells the stories of four 

girls from different generations of a Jewish family, many of them forced to leave their country and 

start a new life. 

 

 

Bodega Cats: Picture Purrfect by Hilda Burgos, 2024, Grades 3 & up 

Told from the point of view of Miguel, who helps in his family’s bodega, and Lolo, a lonely cat adopted 

by Miguel. They share friendship and adventures in New York City that will help them appreciate 

their unique bond. 

 

 

Extinctopedia: Discover What We Have Lost, What Is at Risk, and How We Can 

Preserve the Diversity of Our Fragile Planet by Serenella Quarello, 2024, Grades 3 & up     

What happened to the Cuban Macaw, the passenger pigeon, and the giant moa? Extinopedia takes a 

look at the planet's biodiversity crisis. With a mix of science and storytelling, it explains how human 

actions, climate change, and habitat loss have led many species to extinction.  

 

 

Fake Chinese Sounds Paperback by Jing Jing Tsong, 2024, Grades 3 & up     

A middle-grade graphic novel about a Taiwanese American girl navigating identity, bullying, and the 

messy process of learning to be comfortable in her skin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Finn and Ezra's Bar Mitzvah Time Loop by Joshua S. Levy, 2024, Grades 3 & up     

Finn and Ezra don’t have a lot in common—except, of course, that they’re trapped in a bar mitzvah 

time loop, reliving their celebrations in the same New Jersey hotel over and over and over again. Not 

ideal, particularly when both kids were ready for their bar mitzvahs to end the moment they began. 

 

 

Absurd Words: A Kid’s Fun and Hilarious Vocabulary Builder for Future Word Nerds 

by Tara Lazar, 2023, Grades 3 & up 

Why use boring old words when you can expand and build your vocabulary―and have fun doing it! A 

user-friendly, engaging book about the power of words―perfect for educators, parents, and future 

word nerds. Build confidence and become a stronger reader, writer, and communicator! 

 

 

Skyriders by Polly Holyoke, fantasy, 2024, Grades 4 & up 

Thirteen-year-old junior courier Kie and her winged horse N’Rah reluctantly enter the fight to save 

the empire when the savage chimerae return to Prekalt.  

 

 

Alebrijes by Donna Barba Higuera, 2023, Grades 4 & up 

For 400 years, Earth has been a barren wasteland. The few humans that survive scrape together an 

existence in the cruel city of Pocatel – or go it alone in the wilderness beyond, filled with wandering 

spirits and wyrms. They don’t last long.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Enigma Girls: How Ten Teenagers Broke Ciphers, Kept Secrets, and Helped Win 

World War II by Candace Fleming, 2024, Grades 4 & up     

Imagine you’re just a teen and you’ve been recruited to monitor and/or break codes, and catalog 

German intelligence information. The thrilling true story of the young women who helped break the 

German ciphers.  

 

 

Clairboyance by Kristiana Kahakauwila, 2024, Grades 4 & up 

 After accidentally wishing on a family heirloom to hear boys' thoughts, Clara wakes up able to do just 

that. Every idea, worry, and secret opinion fills her head. Too bad this power didn’t come sooner — 

maybe she could have stopped her ex-best friend Leo from ditching her for the popular crowd.  

 

 

Popcorn by Rob Harrell, 2024, Grades 4 & up     

Andrew’s just trying to make it through Picture Day, which is easier said than done when it seems like 

the whole world is out to get him — from a bully to a science experiment gone wrong to a someone 

else’s juice snot (don’t ask). But as Andrew goes through the school day, and as one thing after 

another goes wrong, that little kernel of worry in his stomach is getting hotter and hotter, until it 

threatens to pop and turn into a public panic attack, his worst fear.  
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