April 28, 2025

THORNTON DOUBLE POWERS LADY CAV SOFTBALLERS
PAST SOUTH GIBSON 2-1 FOR #2 SEED

Above: Wesley Thornton, egged on by her
teammates in the dugout, does a little
"Karate Kid" stance after her two-run double
puts Crockett up 2-0 in the third inning
against South Gibson. (Photo by Ron Barry)

By Ron Barry

Sometimes it’s good just to
appreciate a high school sports
event for the well-played game that
it was.

Such was the case Monday evening
in Alamo when Crockett County held
on to defeat visiting South Gibson
County 2-1 in a defensive struggle
filled with stellar plays, few mistakes,
and drama right down to the final
out.

The Lady Hornets made only a couple
of physical errors - neither of which
affected the score - and the Lady
Cavaliers made only a pair of
baserunning blunders in a game
ultimately decided by Crockett
freshman Wesley Thornton’s two-run
double in the third inning.

Lady Cav pitcher Anna Stallings
made it hold up, spinning a masterful
five-hitter over seven innings in
which she walked only two and
struck out four.

She was aided by a handful of solid
plays by her defense, including a
game-ending double play which
began with the tying and go-ahead
runners on base for South Gibson.

With one out in the top of the
seventh, Elizabeth Whittemore
singled on a hard ground ball just out
of the reach of a diving Crockett
shortstop Piper White. Stallings then
issued a full-count walk to Jada
Reed, and the visitors suddenly had
runners on first and second.

Addison Pinckley followed with a
sharply-hit grounder fielded by
second baseman Thornton, who
quickly flipped it to White for the
force at second. The senior infielder
completed her throw to first, but
Pinckley seemed to beat it by a
millisecond and was initially called
safe.

The umpires then got together for a
brief discussion, called the two head
coaches together, and reversed the
safe call at first due to baserunning
interference on Reed, who made no
effort to get out of the way of
White’s throw from second base.
(Photos of the play verify the
interference.) The rule states it is
interference when a runner impedes,
hinders, or confuses a fielder
attempting to make a play on a
batted ball or a throw to a base.

The victory over South Gibson -
Crockett’s second of the season
over the Lady Hornets - secured the
#H2 seed for Coach Baron
Jimmerson’s club in the upcoming
district tournament, which begins
Thursday night with a rematch
between these same two teams on
the same field. South Gibson is the
#3 seed, with Dyer County owning
the #1slot.

Stallings pitched around a one-out
double in the Lady Hornet first by
notching a pair of strikeouts.
Crockett missed a chance to score
in the opening frame when Hannah
Carter, who had walked, stolen
second, and moved to third on a
single by White, was picked off the
base by SGC catcher Pinckley.

In the bottom of the third, Lady Cav
outfielder Gabby Bursey led off with
a single and advanced to second
when Carter followed with another
hit. White then smacked a sharp
single to center, but Lady Hornet
outfielder Sydney Scott threw
Bursey out at the plate when she
failed to slide.

With White on second and Carter on
third, Thornton slammed a long fly
ball into the right field corner for a
two-run double, providing Crockett’s
scoring total for the day.

South Gibson answered with a single
run in the fifth. Addison Flowers
dropped a pop fly double just inside
the right field line that Thornton
almost snared with a diving attempt,
but couldn’t quite get there.
Whittemore sacrificed Flowers over
to third, and Pinckley singled her
home after Stallings had struck out
Reed for the second out.

Bursey prevented a South Gibson
uprising in the top of the sixth with a
running catch of a ball hit deep into
the left-center gap by Scott after
Annie Whittemore had reached on a
single.

White, Bursey, and Piper Smith had
two hits apiece for the winners, who
improved to 25-8 on the season.

Crockett will close its regular season
play Tuesday evening at 5 p.m.
against Obion County with Senior
Night before opening district
tournament play Thursday at 5:30
against the Lady Hornets.
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BASEBALL: Cavalier interim head
coach Cody Dew initiated his tenure
at the Crockett helm with a 7-4
triumph on the road in Munford.

The Cavs played errorless ball in the
field and struck for five runs in the
top of the third to provide a cushion
for starting pitcher Tyler Rathbun,
who limited the hosts to one hit and
one run over a four-inning stint.

Crockett overcame a 1-O Munford
edge with the third-inning rally.
Callan Willis - who would finish the
contest 3-for-3 officially - drew a
leadoff walk after fouling off four
pitches. Brady Fronabarger, elevated
to the second spot in the batting
order, ripped a line-drive single to
left, and Carter Winders matched it
to load the bases. After Willis scored
on a wild pitch to tie the game, Cade
Freeman reached on a dropped fly
ball to re-load the bases.

After a popout, Fronabarger
engineered a steal of home to push
Crockett ahead 2-1. Landry

Fronabarger walked to load the
sacks yet again, and George Randall
drew another base on balls to force
in the third run.

Following a strikeout for the second
out, Aiden Austin drew another walk
to make it 5-1 before Willis - batting
for the second time in the inning -
lined a hit to center to give the
visitors a 5-1 advantage.

The junior outfielder cracked a two-
run double in the top of the fifth to
give Crockett its insurance runs, and
relief pitchers Bryson Vance and
Grayson Lambert made them stand
up as the Cavs improved their
season record to 13-11.

Crockett will be the #3 seed in the
District 13-AAA Tournament, with its
first game Thursday at 4:30 against
#2 seed South Gibson in Newbern,
where top seed Dyer County is the
host team. The Cavs will play again
Friday at 7 p.m. if they win and Friday
at 4:30 p.m. if they lose.

Left: Piper White cheers on her teammates
after scoring on Wesley Thornton's double.
White collected two of the Lady Cavaliers' nine
hits in the contest. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Junior hurler Anna Stallings was on top
of her game Monday, limiting the Lady Hornets
to five hits over seven innings in the 2-1
Crockett win. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: South Gibson catcher Addison
Pinckley tags out Crockett baserunner
Gabby Bursey at the plate on a throw from
outfielder Sydney Scott on a Piper White
single to center. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Below: Piper Smith slides past a South Gibson tag
for a stolen base in Monday's win over the Lady
Hornets, in which Smith collected two hits. (Photo
by Ron Barry)

Below: Crockett catcher Madison Solis -_-"_
pounces on a South Gibson bunt to throwa |

Stitts charges on the play. (Photo by Ron
Barry) i

2 ~-- Above: Monday's heat --Memphis tied its
-~ all-time record high for April 28 -- sent
: Crockett outfielder Sadie Hoover to
At : ' ' hydration mode while resting in the dugout
- : as her teammates bat. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Left: Piper Smith
stretches to make a
catch at first on a
throw from third
baseman Madison
Stitts. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

AP AR AP PPN ANP B

»,
)

00, 40000
12000,

X

XX

r,“

BIeN

X

OISO
00000, 0y7 0

>

X

e
%

Below: Gabby Bursey
made an impressive
running stab of this line
AT drive in the left-center

== : e v : T LY field gap to prevent a
Above: Kiyra Liggins smoked a rocket in a pinch-hit appearance, but it went . — y big inning for the Lady
straight to SGC center fielder Sydney Scott for a hard out. (Photo by Ron Barry) Hornets late in the
game. (Photo by Ron
Barry)
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Below: There were a couple of near-misses for great Crockett defensive plays.
Wesley Thornton almost snared this ball all the way over to the right field line...
(Photo by Ron Barry)

\

Above: But the final play of the game was huge for the Lady Cavs. With the
tying run heading for third base -- and the go-ahead run advancing toward
second -- Wesley Thornton fields a grounder and flips to Piper White to try to
begin a double play. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: ... and this seventh-inning Lady Hornet hit just barely eluded the glove of
shortstop Piper White. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Below: ... and as White cocks to throw, South Gibson baserunner Jada Reed can be
seen beginning to enter the picture... (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Above: Piper White takes the flip from Wesley Thornton and
starts the pivot for the double play... (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Above: ... and Reed clearly makes no attempt
to get out of the way of White's throw,
standing straight up as she approaches
second base for a textbook definition of

baserunner interference. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Left: The ensuing reversal of the original "safe"
call at first base is greeted with excitement by
Lady Cav players (from left) Wesley Thornton,
Piper Smith, and Anna Stallings. (Photo by Ron
Barry)
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