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Raise your hand if… 

● Your child has learned a new concept with only 1 or 2 repetitions. 
● Your child has expressed intense curiosity about a topic and wanted to know 

everything about the topic. 

● Your child has complained and became fixated about a tag on their shirt, seam on 

their sock, buzzing noise of a light, etc. 

● Your child has struggled because something they produced was not perfect. 

● Your child has struggled with peer relationships. 

● Your child has difficulty staying organized or remembering simple day-to-day tasks 

(bringing their lunchbox to school, getting a permission slip signed by a parent, etc.). 



Characteristics of Gifted Students 

● Ability to learn quickly in their area(s) of intellectual strength. 
● Capacity and willingness to deal with increasing levels of abstraction 

and complexity earlier than their chronological peers. 
● Capacity to learn with unusual depth of understanding, retain what has 

been learned, and transfer learning to new situations. 
● Creative ability to make unusual connections among ideas and 

concepts. 
● Capacity for intense concentration and/or focus. 



Characteristics Continued 

● Perfectionism 
● Asynchronous Development - discrepancy between chronological age 

and mental age 

● Overexcitabilities - increased awareness, sensitivity, and intensity 

● Difficulty with social/emotional development and peer relations 
● Avoidance of risk taking 
● Executive Function - inability to get things done, forgetfulness, lack of 

organization 





Elementary HiCap Program 

● Kindergarten - 1st Grade: Students receive differentiated instruction 
(accelerated learning, advanced instruction, and challenging content) 
within the regular classroom. 

● 2nd - 5th Grades: Students are clustered in one or more classrooms at each 
grade level and receive accelerated and enriched instruction. 

● 3rd - 5th Grades: Students receive approximately 30 minutes per week of 
additional enrichment activities with the librarian (creative thinking, 
extension of classroom learning, problem solving, social skills, and service 
learning). 



Math Example - 4th Grade Classwork 



Math Example - 4th Grade HiCap Classwork 

● Assignments are more rigorous 
● Students dive more in depth into concepts to 

gain a deeper understanding 
● Students apply their understanding into various 

contexts 
● Instruction is accelerated 



ELA Example - 2nd Grade Classwork 

● Students study the elements of fairy tales and 

tall tales. 
● Students read Swamp Angel and discuss the 

elements of fictional stories. 

● Students discuss key vocabulary words in the 

text. 
● Students identify the characters, setting, 

beginning, middle, and end of the text. 

● Students write about the plot of the text. 



ELA Example - 2nd Grade HiCap Classwork 

● Students read Swamp Angel and discuss the 

elements of fictional stories. 

● Students participate in a book club reading a 

higher level fairy tale or tall tale text. 

● Students discuss the elements of the higher 

level text. 

● Students work independently to create a 

presentation illustrating the similarities and 

differences between the two texts. 



More Examples of Differentiation 

● Independent work on i-Ready which individualizes the pathway of 

instruction for each student based on their diagnostic assessment 

results 
● Final projects that demonstrate understanding of a concept 

● Passion projects 

● Project based learning 



Elementary HiCap Cluster Classrooms 

Students in a 2nd grade class think critically about a text 
and use Google Slides to create a presentation about 
the text. 

Students in a 3rd grade class use manipulatives to solve 
algebraic equations. 



HiCap Enrichment with Librarians 

Students at Mount Pilchuck collaborate to solve a 
BreakoutEDU. 

Students at Hillcrest learn 
about forces and motion by 
creating catapult systems with 
Legos. 

Students at Skyline developed code for a Sphero Bolt to 
travel through a course. 



Secondary HiCap Program 

● Middle School: 
○ Students are automatically enrolled in pre-algebra (mathematics) and Advanced 

Challenge Language Arts (ELA) if qualified going into 6th grade. 
○ Curriculum is compacted and accelerated 
○ Students work on higher level projects/assignments 

● High School: 
○ Students can continue on accelerated tracks and have pre-AP and Advanced 

Placement (AP) options or College in the High School courses 
○ Advanced courses in science, history, language, and career and technical education 

(CTE) are offered starting in 8th grade 
○ Families can work with guidance counselors at any time to alternate pathways 



ELA Course Pathways 



Math Course Pathways 



Secondary HiCap Classrooms 

6th grade HiCap classes at both middle schools engaged with the author of Chasing 
Spirit Bear in a virtual author’s visit to learn about the research that went into writing the 
book and to be able to ask him questions. 



Family Communication 
in addition to typical school/teacher communication 

Elementary: 

● Two-way communication with 

teacher, librarian, and families 
● Student Assessment Profile and 

Learning Plan (example on next 

slide) 

Secondary: 

● Teachers report grades every 6 

weeks 
● Counselors are a great point of 

contact if current class placements 

are not working for your child 





Q: If my student is accepted into the HiCap program, do they get tested every 
year? 

A: Once a student is qualified for HiCap, they will not continue to take the CogAT each 
year; they will just be assessed using the state and district assessments to identify 
growth and instructional needs 

Q: If my student moves to another district, will he or she still qualify for HiCap? 

A: Since each district has their own HiCap identification process, students may or may 
not have to retest for a different district’s HiCap program depending on the district’s 
qualification standards. 

Q: If my student is in challenging classes at the secondary level, can they move 
to less challenging courses? 

A:  We have many rigorous courses that students can take in 6th-12th grades.  As 
students start to find passions and strengths, they may not want to have a courseload 
of all the most challenging classes in every subject area.  Your child’s guidance 
counselor is the best one to discuss options that will be the best fit for your child. 

Q: In elementary school, how do teachers differentiate to meet 
different student’s needs? 

A: Every teacher will do this differently depending on the students in 
their class that year.  This could look like using assessment data to 
compact lessons, providing extension activities to go deeper into a topic, 
providing more rigorous reading material to work on the same skills, etc. 
You can contact your child’s teacher to learn more about how they are 
meeting your child’s specific needs. 

Q: Can I nominate my first or fourth grader even if they do not 
score high on the NNAT screener? 

A: Absolutely!  We will send home letters to those families whose child 
scored in the 89th %ile or higher on the screener, but any child in K-12 
can be nominated during the November open nomination window. 
Information will be emailed to all families and come home with 
elementary students as well at the beginning of November. 

Q: If my child only qualified in one area, can I renominate to test 
just in the other area? 

A: Yes.  During the open nomination window, you can nominate your 
child to take the CogAT just in quantitative (math) or verbal (ELA) if they 
are already in the HiCap program in the other qualifying area.  This will 
not impact their current qualification. 

FAQ 



Parent Resources 
● Lake Stevens HiCap Program - https://www.lkstevens.wednet.edu/Page/39 
● SENG (Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted) - https://www.sengifted.org/ 
● NAGC (National Association of Gifted Children) - https://www.nagc.org/ 
● NWGCA (Northwest Gifted Child Association) - http://www.nwgca.org/ 
● Blogs for Parents - https://neurodiversitypodcast.com/ and https://www.giftedguru.com/ 
● Khan Academy - https://www.khanacademy.org/ 
● Learn a Language - http://ww1.duallingo.com/ 
● Coding - https://hourofcode.com/us 
● Articles and Resources - https://www.byrdseed.com/about/ 

● Overview of CogAT for Parents - 

https://info.riversideinsights.com/hubfs/CitC/Overview_of_CogAT_for_Parents.pdf 
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https://info.riversideinsights.com/hubfs/CitC/Overview_of_CogAT_for_Parents.pdf


Contact Information 

● Sarah Danielson - Executive Director of Student Interventions 
○ 425-335-1589 
○ sarah_danielson@lkstevens.wednet.edu 

● Annette Woolley- HiCap Coordinator 
○ 425-740-4217 
○ annette_woolley@lkstevens.wednet.edu 

mailto:sarah_danielson@lkstevens.wednet.edu
mailto:annette_woolley@lkstevens.wednet.edu

