
The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, April 8, 

2025, at twelve (12:00) o’clock p.m. at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish 

School Board office.  

Note: There were no comment cards completed for any agenda business item 

addressed in this meeting. Additionally, there were no remote requests for any agenda 

business item addressed in this meeting. 

Presence of the following members was verified through roll call: Tommy 

Comeaux, Shere May, Mike Batey, Jerry R. Hicks, Harold McCoy, Dabo Graves, and 

Greg Manley. 

President Tommy Comeaux called the meeting to order as he welcomed the 

visitors and guests, followed by the presentation of colors by West Monroe High 

AFJROTC under the direction of Lt. Col. Hart, Pledge of Allegiance by Harold McCoy, 

and the Invocation offered by West Monroe High School student, Beaux Bratton.  

 Greg Manley made the motion, seconded by Mike Batey, to approve the minutes 

of the March 11, 2025 regular meeting as written. Motion carried without opposition. 

 Shere May made the motion to approve the Agenda, seconded by Jerry Hicks. 

Motion carried by all members.   

 During the Personnel Report, Superintendent Guice welcomed the newly 

appointed Director of Federal Programs, Dr. Felicia Sledge-Murphy, the Principal of 

East Ouachita Middle School, Nathan Randall, and the Principal of Lakeshore 

Elementary, Courtney Thompson.  He also announced the positions of Director of 

Informational Technology, Principal at George Welch, and Assistant Principals at 

Ouachita Parish High, Sterlington High, Lakeshore Elementary and Swartz Upper 

Elementary are open and being posted.  

 Mr. Comeaux introduced Aline Smead with the first item of business, Special 

Recognitions. Ms. Smead introduced the first recognition, Coach Obie Sims with the 

Division 1 Louisiana Girls Powerlifting Champions (4-Peat) from West Monroe High 

School.  This is the 17th Title since 1983 for the Girls.  

 The second recognition was the Division 1 Louisiana Boys Powerlifting 

Champions from West Monroe High with Coach Lane Welch.  This is the 21st. state title 

for the boys since 1983.  

 The third recognition was the Division III Non-Select Louisiana Basketball 

Champions from Richwood High. This is their fourth State Championship under the 

Leadership of Coach Terry Martin, Sr.  

 Finally yet importantly, the Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council were 

recognized for service during the 2024-2025 school year: OPHS-Jaheim Jefferson and 

Isabella Wood, RHS-Denim Boyd and Sanese Presley, SHS-David Road and Mallory 

Talbert, WMHS-Mia Jenkins and Cooper Thornton and WOHS-Jace Atchison and 



Emmaline Wink. Travis Adams from SHS was also recognized for his service during the 

2023-2024 School Year.  

 Jennifer Nichols presented the second item of business, Consideration and 

Approval of Policy– JCDAE, Student Use of Cell Phones and Other Electronic 

Telecommunication Devices. Shere May made a motion to approve the changes to the 

Policy, seconded by Harold McCoy. Motion carried without opposition.   

 Regina Mekus presented the third item of business, Financial Report for period 

ending February 28, 2025. The report includes 3 years of data for comparison. The 

current ending balance for the General Fund is 42,414,013, District 1 M&O, 

$31,278,693, 1968 Sales Tax $7,759,165, 1995 Sales Tax $4,587,897 and West 

Ouachita Sales Tax $23,312,260.  

 Steven Hemphill presented the next agenda Item 4, Construction/Renovation 

Projects Report. The Board discussed and accepted the report as presented.  

 Purchasing Agent, Jared Peters, presented the Evaluation of Bids beginning with 

item #1, 13-25 Surplus Equipment Sales by requesting the board approve the highest 

bidder, JJ Merchant for $3,338.85.  

 #2 16-25 Property Sale of the Old Myles Property by requesting the board 

approve with the highest bidder, Advancion Corporation at $250,000.  

 #3 17-25 WOHS Football Stadium Renovations and Improvements by requesting 

the board approve the lowest responsive bidder, Gentry Construction at $10,360,000.  

 #4 22-25 Property Sale of the Old Sterlington Middle, with there being no bids, he 

requested permission to bid it out again at 85% of the appraised value. 

 #5 25-25 Central Elementary Restroom Renovations and Canopy by requesting 

the board approve the lowest responsive bidder, Mann’s Construction at $957,500.  

 Mike Batey made the motion to approve the bids on Items 1, 3, and 5, seconded 

by Jerry Hicks. The motion carried unanimously. Harold McCoy made a motion to 

approve the bid on item 2 and the request to bid out item 4 at 85%, seconded by Greg 

Manley. The motion carried without opposition.  

   

 Jared Peters asked permission to Bid on one line item: 

1. 29-25 Property Sale – Old Sterlington Middle with a budget of $1,275,000 

 Greg Manley made a motion to approve the Permission to Bid, seconded by 

Dabo Graves. Motion carried unanimously.   

    



 In the President’s Report, Mr. Comeaux announced the next meeting would be 

May 11, 2025 at noon. He also reminded everyone of the Talented Art Exhibition going 

on April 28-May 2 as well as the upcoming Graduation Ceremonies.  

 In the Superintendent’s Report, Mr. Guice reminded everyone of the Scholar’s 

Banquet on Monday, April 14, the Focus on Education Luncheon on April 22, the 

Ouachita Parish Job Fair on April 29 and the upcoming Easter Holidays.  

 There being no further business, Jerry Hicks made a motion to adjourn, 

seconded by Harold McCoy. Motion carried and adjourned at 12:28 p.m. 
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