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[Dr. Guzick, Chancellor]

And it's my great pleasure to welcome
this entire gigantic crowd -

our graduates and their family and friends
to the

commencement ceremony for our class
of 2025. Congratulations to all of our
graduates of the School of Medicine,
School of Graduate Studies,

and School of Allied Health Professions.

[Brenna Pearson-Gallion]

Graduation means so much to me. There
were a lot of times during grad school
where | wasn't sure if | was going to make
it to this point, so I'm so

incredibly proud to be standing here
today as a graduate and as a doctor. It
means everything.

[Alden Sonnier]

It truly means a lot that we celebrate all
the work and all that we've overcome to
get to this point. It truly means a lot to us
and to me personally.

And I'm really looking forward to see
where my next step in my journey will be
after this moment.

[Sara Watson]

| actually think it's pretty bittersweet. You
know, it's exciting that
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we're going to start our careers and start
our lives,

but, | mean, I've only been here for two
years, but | have fallen in love

with the school and my program and my
faculty and my peers, and I'm going to
miss seeing them every day.

[DeMarcus Drumgo]
The journey to get to this place

has been full of ups and downs. So to, to
look back and

see, like, all the times when | thought,

okay, this wasn't even going to be
attainable. And now to be

getting a degree. It's | don't know, | can't
even describe in words the joy that |
have,

my family has. | know my community has
for me. I'm just excited.

[Taylor Tinsley]

Graduation, to me, means the culmination
of all of our hard work. It's many
sleepless nights, long hours,

dedication away from our friends and
family to

service the community, especially in our
health care fields. And so it's

just a celebration and culmination of all
that hard work.
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[Ryan Campbell]

| feel ecstatic, like I'm kind of at a loss for
words just

because we are the first doctorate class
of occupational therapists in the state of
Louisiana.

It's just a huge accomplishment. So we
took a leap of faith on this program not
being accredited at first,

but we were the trailblazers in setting
history for the school and our profession.
[Hanaiah Morris]

It feels amazing. I've dreamed since I've
been a little girl becoming a doctor. And
the fact that this moment is finally here is
absolutely amazing. All the hard work is
finally paying off. And | still can't believe

that these four years have gone by as
quickly as they have.

[Dr. Steven Conrad]

Congratulations, class of 2025. May your
energy drink be strong, your Wi-Fi signal
stronger, and your curiosity and
determination to succeed strongest of all.
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