
 
                                     

                         School District of Onalaska   
         Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes 
                          Monday, April 28, 2025 
 
 
 

 

President Aaron McDonald called the Onalaska Board of Education regular meeting to order on Monday, April 
28, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. at 237 2nd Ave S, Onalaska, WI.  

1.​ Call to Order: 

2.          Roll Call/Verification of Quorum: The Board President verified a quorum is present.                          
Members Present - Tracy Laufenberg, Mark Cassellius, Brian Haefs, Erik Archer, Ann Garrity, Bridget 
Thomas, and Aaron McDonald.​
Administrators/Directors Present - Fran Finco, Janet Rosseter, Jared Schaffner, Charlie Ihle, Sonya 
Ganther, Roger Fruit, Ben Burns, Lish Olson, Todd Saner, and Kristen Fay.  
 

3.         Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag: Aaron McDonald led the group in the reciting of the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

 

4.         Reading of the Mission Statement: Mark Cassellius read the School Board Mission Statement. 
 

5.         Public Notice: Public notice was given to the requesting news media. The agenda was posted in district 
buildings, and on the district website.   

 

6.​ Agenda Revisions: No revisions.  
 

7.         Approval of Agenda: Motion by B. Haefs, second by A. Garrity, to approve the agenda as published. 
Motion carried.  

 

8.​ Public Input: There were no public comments.  
 

Recognition Item: 
 

9.​ Donations: 
●​ $125 from an anonymous donor for district-wide needs 
●​ $125 from Jane Stull for Eagle Bluff Elementary 
●​ $115 from the Rotary Club of La Crosse for the ONAbility program 
●​ $1,000 from the Irving Pertzsch PTO for yearbooks for students 
●​ $2,500 from the Irving Pertzsch PTO for student field trips 
●​ $1,000 grant from the WI Society of Science Teachers Milton Pella Grant for hydroponics 

at Onalaska High School  
●​ $1,250.55 from Kish & Sons Electric for pizzas for Onalaska Middle School students 
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Informational/Discussion Items:  
 

10.     ​ Student Representative and Administrator Reports: Administrators gave an update on staff and 
student activities related to academics and co-curricular activities.   

 

11.​ Middle and High School Building Projects Update: Jared Schaffner and Ben Burns gave an update on 
the middle and high school building projects.  
 

12.​ Student Technology Handbook: Janet Rosseter presented a Student Technology Handbook for first 
reading and Board consideration.  
 

13.​ Quarterly Financials: Janet Rosseter presented the quarterly financial report for Board information.  
 
Action Items: 
 
14.​ Budget Amendment: Motion by M. Cassellius, second by B. Haefs, to approve the amendment of the 

2024-25 budget. Roll call vote: T. Laufenberg - yes; A. Garrity - yes; E. Archer - yes; M. Cassellius - yes; B. 
Thomas - yes; B. Haefs - yes; A. McDonald - yes. Motion carried.  

 

15.​ Base Wage Negotiations: Motion by B. Thomas, second by A. Garrity, to open base wage negotiations 
with the Onalaska Education Association for the 2025-26 school year. Motion carried.  

 

16.​ Employee Handbook: Motion by M. Cassellius, second by T. Laufenberg, to approve the 2025-26 
Employee Handbook. Motion carried.  

 
17.   ​ Personnel Report: Sonya Ganther presented the personnel report for Board approval.  

A.​ Resignation Request - Certified Staff - Soleil Barribeau, 1.0 FTE 5th grade teacher at Northern 
Hills Elementary, effective the end of the 2024-25 school year, with summer school work 
through June 26, 2025.  

 
B.​ New Employee - Certified Staff - Abby Hilby, 1.0 FTE cross categorical teacher at Irving 

Pertzsch Elementary, effective August 18, 2025 at BA 0 credits, $49,327 (amount may be 
adjusted at the completion of base wage negotiations for 2025-26) and contingent on release 
from Marshall Public Schools. This position was vacated by Kira Hansen.  

 
C.​ New Employee - Hourly Staff - Brian Booker, 1.0 FTE custodian at Onalaska Middle School 

effective April 21, 2025 with unpaid days off of April 30 - May 2, 2025, at $21.90 per hour.  
 
D.​ Resignation Notifications - Hourly Staff - 

1.​ Laura Hoffmann, 1.0 FTE regular education paraprofessional at Onalaska Middle 
School, effective May 1, 2025.  

2.​ Cole Schiller-Bauman, 1.0 FTE personal care paraprofessional at Irving Pertzsch 
Elementary, effective June 6, 2025.  

3.​ Joshua Heyda, 1.0 FTE special education paraprofessional at Irving Pertzsch 
Elementary, effective June 6, 2025.  
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4.​ Star Moen, 1.0 FTE personal care paraprofessional at Onalaska Middle School, 
effective May 5, 2025.  

Motion by B. Haefs, second by T. Laufenberg, to approve the personnel report. Motion carried.  
 
18.   ​ Consent Agenda: Motion by M. Cassellius, second by B. Haefs, to approve the following under 

the consent agenda: 
A.     ​ Budgetary Disbursements and Payroll in accordance with enclosure.  
B.​ Minutes - April 14, 2025 regular meeting minutes.  
C.​ Financials - March 2025.  
D.​ Unpaid Leave - Policy 3430/4430 - Virginia Ystenes, April 2, 2025.  
E.​ Field Trip - 7th grade to Genoa Fish Hatchery, May 7, 2025.  
Motion carried.  
 

19.​ Closed Session: Motion by A. Garrity, second by M. Cassellius, to convene in closed session pursuant to 
Wis. Stat. 19.85(1)(c), “considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation 
data of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises 
responsibility,” for purposes of considering the resignation request of a District teacher and the 
circumstances leading to the request to resign. The Board may take any action required in closed 
session. The Board will entertain a motion to adjourn the meeting at the conclusion of closed session. 
Roll call vote: B. Haefs - yes; T. Laufenberg - yes; M. Cassellius - yes; B. Thomas - yes; E. Archer - yes; A. 
Garrity - yes; A. McDonald - yes. Convened to closed session at 7:11 p.m.  

 
22.   ​ Adjourn: Motion by B. Haefs, second by T. Laufenberg, to adjourn at 7:49 p.m. Motion carried.  
 

Respectfully submitted by Kristen Fay 

 

___________________________                                      ​ _________________________ 
Aaron McDonald, Board President                                              Brian Haefs, Board Clerk 
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