Briarcliff Manor

Union Free School District

SPECIAL
BUDGET
EDITION

THE BUDGET
Proposed Budget: $59,828,486
Tax Levy Increase: 1.48%
Budget-to-Budget Increase: 0.90%
Complies with the State Tax Levy Cap

May 20, 2025 6a.m.to9 p.m.

Budget Vote and Board Candidate Election
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Dear Briarcliff School Community,

As we prepare for the 2025-2026 school year, our goals remain clear:
to provide a world-class education while evolving our schools to reflect
the values and aspirations of our families and school community. The
proposed budget of $59,828,486—a modest 0.9% increase from

the previous year—demonstrates both fiscal responsibility and our
ongoing commitment to educational excellence and environmental
sustainability.

This year's budget reflects a forward-thinking approach, strengthening
academic programs, supporting teacher development, and making
strategic investments in our facilities. These efforts will enhance
student learning environments while also generating significant long-
term cost savings. At the core of this plan is a shared vision: building a
more effective and efficient Briarcliff School District while preserving
resources and opportunity for future generations of students.

Investing in Academic Excellence

The proposed 2025-2026 budget reflects a strategic commitment
to enhancing student achievement and empowering instructional
excellence. Key investments include:

- Enhanced Elementary Academic Support: Strengthening
our ability to provide personalized, targeted interventions that
address individual student learning needs and foster academic
growth from the earliest grades.

« Advancing K-8 Literacy Instruction: Continuing our
district-wide literacy initiative, expanding teacher expertise
and instructional resources to ensure all students develop
strong foundational reading and writing skills.

- Strengthening K-5 Mathematics Foundations: Enhancing
math instruction in the elementary grades by increasing
teacher capacity and resources, ensuring that students build
deep conceptual understanding and confidence in numeracy
from the start.

 Next Generation Learning Standards Implementation:
Further rolling out updated curriculum and instructional
practices at the middle and high school levels to align with New
York State's more rigorous and open-ended academic standards.

« Expanded Academic and College Counseling at the High
School: Increasing access to personalized academic guidance,
post-secondary planning, and social-emotional support to ensure
students are well-prepared for college and career pathways.

« Professional Development in Critical Thinking and
Instructional Innovation: Offering high-impact training for
faculty to design meaningful learning experiences and cultivate
essential analytical and problem-solving skills in students.
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Message from District Leadership

Building a Sustainable Future: Energy
Improvements Begin This Summer

In addition to advancing academic priorities, the district is moving forward
with an ambitious plan to modernize our facilities and significantly reduce
our environmental footprint. Thanks to the strong support of residents,

the Energy Performance Contract (EPC), which was approved last year,
will enter the implementation phase this summer. This initiative marks a
major milestone in our commitment to long-term sustainability, operational
efficiency, and improved learning environments.

Key components of the EPC include:

« Transition to Solar Power: Installing solar panels across school
buildings will significantly reduce our reliance on the electrical grid
and lower long-term utility costs.

» Upgraded Heating Systems: Installing high-efficiency boilers will
drastically decrease natural gas use and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by more than 1,600 metric tons annually.

« District-Wide LED Lighting: Replacing all existing lighting with
energy-efficient LED fixtures will improve visibility in classrooms and
common areas while reducing electricity consumption.

 Enhanced Climate Control Systems: Modernized cooling systems
will create more comfortable, energy-efficient indoor environments,
supporting both student wellness and environmental goals.

This transformational project will be funded through energy cost savings
over time and bolstered by additional state aid. We are excited to begin this
work and are grateful to our community for supporting this important step
toward a greener, more sustainable Briarcliff.

Your Voice, Our Schools, Their Future:

The upcoming budget and Board of Education election vote is an important

moment for a school community. It represents an opportunity to reaffirm our
educational values, shape the future of our schools, and invest in a stronger,
more sustainable school district. The vote will take place on Tuesday,

May 20, from 6 AM to 9PM at the Briarcliff Manor Youth Center located

at 5 Van Lu Van Road, Briarcliff Manor, New York.

We encourage every eligible voter to participate in this important decision.
For more detailed information about the proposed budget and sustainability
initiatives, please take a moment to review our comprehensive Budget Book,
available on the District website or directly at bit.ly/25-26BudgetBook.

As we look to the future with optimism, we are inspired by our partnership
with families and the shared belief in what is possible when we work
together. We sincerely thank you for your ongoing support, engagement,
and commitment to the mission of our schools.

Appreciatively,

Michelle Woerner
Board of Education President

Dr. James Kaishian
Superintendent of Schools
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Category

Salaries & Benefits

Equipment
Supplies
Tuition
Contractual

BOCES Services

Debt Service

Transfers to Other Funds
Capital Projects
GRAND TOTAL

2022-23 Budget

$39,102,435
$1,992,465
$831,487
$1,098,210
$7,105,502
$2,012,688
$3,372,622
$115,000
$650,000
$56,280,408

2023-24 Budget

$40,860,244
$1,352,257
$829,734
$836,674
$7,476,742
$2,267,570
$3,601,188
$95,000
$400,000
$57,719,409

2024-25 Budget
$42,747,905

$369,917
$835,864
$805,935
$7,536,259
$2,477,768
$3,975,137
$95,000
$450,000

$59,293,785

2025-26 Proposed

$43,600,719
$359,107
$874,793
$567,333
$7,674,804
$2,313,406
$3,843,323
$95,000
$500,000
$59,828,486

Category 2022-23 Budget
State Aid $3,839,013
County Sales Tax $690,000
Tuition & Charges for Services $3,826,281
Interest Earnings & Rentals $69,480
Other Miscellaneous $193,225
Interfund Transfers $0
TOTAL OTHER REVENUES $8,617,999
TAXLEVY $44,898,025
ASSIGNED FUND BALANCE $2,764,384
GRAND TOTAL $56,280,408

2023-24 Budget

$4,219,691
$730,000
$4,902,356
$299,050
$177,926
$0
$10,329,023
$44,982,025
$2,408,361
$57,719,409

2024-25 Budget

$4,986,337
$760,000
$5,076,541
$571,000
$158,176

$0
$11,552,054
$45,724,228
$2,017,503
$59,293,785

2025-26 Proposed

$5,328,559
$760,000
$4,890,652
$571,000
$158,176
$0

$11,708,387
$46,366,945

$1,753,154
$59,828,486

1.48% Tax Levy Increase

2.5% Revenues 1.0% Expenditures
OTHER TRANSFERS &
8.9% 6-40/0 CAPITAL FUND 51.4%
STATEAID 8.8% DEBT SERVICE— - INSTRUCTION
?L'”zT"I/gN OPERATIONS &

MAINTENANCE
4.9%

fﬁmuwo TRANSPORTATION
0,
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BHS Highlights & Accolades

P Riya Raina was named Valedictorian.
Sage Willey and Sophie Tanios were
named Salutatorians.

» Senior Riya Raina won Third Place at
“Nationals for the Junior Science and
Humanities Symposium” (JSHS) in the Life
and Behavioral Sciences Category.

» Junior Jasmine Behr was recognized as
a "Genius Olympiad"” finalist and will be
competing at this international competition in
JuneatRIT.

P At the “Tri-County Science and Technology
Fair," senior Sebastian Rohde won Third
Place in Social Psychology, junior Jasmine
Behr won Second Place in Environmental
Science, and junior Meera Desawale won First
Place in Physics.

» The school put on the shows “Clue”
and "“Into the Woods."

» 2008 BHS alum Ali Vitali was named
2024 Distinguished Alumni

» BHS's Academic Challenge Team won
Division B of the MACC tournament against
15 other teams in Westchester County.

Later in the year, they won another trophy for
coming in second place in the B division.

» BHS sophomore Sasha Johnsen represented
the school at the 2025 National Honors Choir
in March in Dallas.

» Members of the BHS Special Olympics Club
participated in the Polar Plunge recently and
raised $1,111

» “Briars & lvy," the esteemed literary arts
magazine, won the coveted award for Best
Overall Literary Magazine at the 2024 Empire
State Scholastic Press Association (ESSPA)
Awards Ceremony.

» Freshman Nila Shaines won the Briars & Ivy
Winter Writing Contest for her poem "The
Glow of a Fire."

» The following students won in individual
categories:

« Allison Chu - Best Illustration/Graphic
Portfolio - Gold
« Allison Chu - Best Overall Cover
Design - Gold
« Angelina Meng - Best Written Work in
a Literary Magazine - Gold
 Madeline Chu - Best Illustration - Silver
« Abigail Bell - Representation in
Media - Honorable Mention
» BHS junior Jasmine Behr, senior Meena
Chrzanowski, senior Kevin Gong, and senior
Riya Raina, advanced to the Upstate JSHS
competition and presented their work at
the Griffiss Institute in Rome, NY. Special
congratulations to Riya who won Fourth Place
overall and presented her work at National
JSHS in Chantilly, VAin April.

» Sophomore Lily Rowe won the HOBY Award

» There were six winners in the PTA
Reflections Program
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» The following are National Merit Scholarship
Commended students:
« Rishab Rao - Sage Willey
- Elias Duay - Haley Berger
- Sebastian Rohde « Abigail Chung
« Lucas Golovcsenko - Abigail Bell
 Gautham Modugu « Ellie Ahmed
« Mohamed Eltahawy - Kevin Gong
 Meera Chrzanowski - Daisy Star

» Dov Kurtis is this year's National Merit
Semifinalist.

> National Merit Finalists:
« Lauren Isbell « Catherine Lynch
« Theodore Schwartz - Riya Raina
» Sophie Tanios - Ella Salvati
« Serena Xu

» The following are All-County Intermediate
Orchestra and participated in concerts
sponsored by the Westchester County School
Music Association (WCSMA):

« Zachary Behr -violin
« Penn Harris - double bass
- Stephanie Vargas -viola

» Juniors Jasmine Behr (soprano) and Ava
Wu (violinist) participated in the 88th Annual
Winter Conference New York State School
Music Association 2024 All-State Concerts,
aswell asin the All Eastern Honors Festival
in the Spring.

» The following Science Research students
participated in the Westchester Science
& Engineering Fair, WESEF and won the
following awards:

Abby Healy - American Psychological
Association Award; Saanjh Patel - NASA Earth
System Science Award; Sari Linett - BASF
Expanding Knowledge in Science Award;
Noah Rinke - 4th Place in Mathematics;
Meera Desawale - Second Place in Physics
and Astronomy; Riya Raina - Second Place
in Behavioral & Social Science; Kevin Gong -
First Place in Cellular and Molecular Biology,
ISEF Finalist. Kevin was a Grand Prize Winner,
and will be traveling to Columbus, Ohio to
participate in ISEF (International Science &
Engineering Fair) in May.

Briarcliff Middle Sc

The school received the Apple
Distinguished School Designation for
the second time

The school is ranked #1 in the County
and #3 in the State on the NYS
Intermediate-Level Science Test
Students held a canned foods drive,
with all donations going to Feeding
Westchester in November and February
Various clubs hosted the Thanks &
Giving Boutique, where students were
encouraged to “give something to get
something,” and celebrated the season
of giving and togetherness

Eighth graders participated in a
grade-wide social-emotional learning
day inspired by “Inside Out 2," focusing
on emotions, feelings and building
self-awareness through engaging
activities

Sixth graders visited Taconic Outdoor
Education Center for a teambuilding
workshop
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« Sixth graders celebrated Dia de los Muertos « Students viewed Chagall and
by creating ofrendas honoring Hispanic Matisse stained-glass windows
figures, followed by a viewing of “Coco” at the Union Church in Pocantico
and an authentic Mexican lunch at Hills, followed by a French lunch
Maya Riviera in Briarcliff at Le Jardin in Chappaqua, as
- Eighth graders visited the part of an eighth grade and art
Vanderbilt Mansion field trip
- Master Storyteller Jonathan Kruk visited « Student musicians showcased
seventh graders to perform the story of their talents during the winter
“A Christmas Carol” and spring concerts
« Seventh graders visited Teatown « Theannual Holiday Ugly Sweater/
Nature Preserve Outfit Contest was a huge hit!
« Sixth graders took partin a multi-session « Seventh graders adopted a
playwriting workshop with Arc Stages crested gecko as a class petin
« Students had a digital safety assembly their living environment class
with Katie Greer  Musicians participated
« The Student Council hosted its first in concerts sponsored by « The eighth grade engaged in a full Community
annual Turkey Bowl with community the Westchester County School Music Day focused on perspective-taking and
events and activities Association (WCSMA). combating stereotypes, including viewing the
« Studentsin the Cultural Enrichment Classes « The Student Council hosted Kindness Week “Black History and Black Culture: Eyes Wide
celebrated Lunar New Year by decorating in February, which culminated in its annual Open” exhibit at Bethany Arts in Ossining
the school in honor of the Year of the Snake ice-skating community event  Middle schoolers’ artwork was on display
« BMS hosted multiple Spirit Weeks each « Seven middle schoolers won various PTA at the Briarcliff Manor Public Library
season of the academic year Reflections awards throughout March

Todd Elementary School

- Todd received the Apple Distinguished School Designation

o Kindergartners held the Turkey Trot

« Author Nathan Hale visited fourth and fifth graders

- Todd students participated in the National Circus Project

« Todd fourth graders received Gratitude Journals through a BMEF fund
« Students held a school-wide vote on a new relay race on Field Day
 The Harlem Magic Masters held a school-wide assembly

=T i ,_-:"'

« Theschool held a Halloween parade T S
« The school participated in the “Winter Sing" L
« Briarcliff Manor Fire Department visited the school for a &f = B B
fire-safety demonstration - — _
« Students celebrated the Big Apple Crunch I
« Students participated in activities with Arc Stages,
alocal theater company 4
« Students took trips to the local library
« First graders visited Hilltop Hanover Farm  The school celebrated the 100th Day of School
« Fourth and fifth graders participated in A Day in Clay e Students had a "Super Brady" assembly
« Author/illustrator Nina Crews visited second and third graders » Theschool held a Souper Bowl food drive
« Fourth and fifth graders learned about digital health and « Author Beth Ferry visited kindergartners and first graders
safety with Katie Greer « Fifth grader Oliver Lanier played the flute in the All-County concert,
« Todd celebrated “World Read Aloud Day" with visits from sponsored by the Westchester County School Music Association (WCSMA)
local dignitaries o There were six winners in the PTA Reflections Program
« Todd celebrated Kindness Week ¢ The school had a multicultural assembly with Calpulli Mexican Dance group
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Fall Season

Kaylin Wong - All League / All Section

Ava Diaz- All League / All Section

Lila Meola - All Sportsmanship Award Winner
Cici Shulman - All Leagu e / All Section
Celeste Rodriguez- All League

Michael Cheubini-All League / All County

Brady Lofaro - Sportsmanship Award Winner

Rishab Rao - All League / All Sportsmanship
Award Winner

Alex Rosenbluth - All League Honorable Mention

Owen Lynch - All League Honorable Mention

Lauren Ishell - All League / All County/
Sportsmanship Award Winner

Grace Freeman - All League

Ava Schwartz - Sportsmanship Award Winner

Hannah Tashiro - All League

Skylar Feiguine - All League

Nina Nowakiwskyj - All League Honorable Mention

Emily Isbell - All League Honorable Mention

Miranda Demspey - All League Honorable Mention

Ava Golczewski- All League
Lila Fenimore - Sportsmanship Award Winner

Winter Season

the NYSPHSAA Sportsmanshi_p Award of
Excellence for Exemplary Display of

Sportsmanship, Ethics,

Kyle Vincent - All Conference / Selected for
Exceptional Senior Game

Chase Sedacca - All Conference / Selected for
Exceptional Senior Game

Drew Packer - All League / Selected for Exceptional
Senior Game / Sportsmanship Award Winner

William Burch - All League

Jordan Celaj - All League

Tyler Gualtiere - All League

Luke Murray - All League

Ethan Anisman - All League / All Section

Lucas Apter - All League Honorable Mention

Jared Epstein - All League Honorable Mention

Nate Labick - Sportsmanship Award Winner

Eli Snider - Sportsmanship Award Winner

Will Southern - Sportsmanship Award Winner

Matty Suarez- All League

Nathaniel Rohde - All League / All Section
Honorable Mention

Sebastian Rohde - All League / All Section
Honorable Mention

Gabriella Auguste - All League
Gemma Fante - All League

& Integrity

Mar Rivera Font - All Section /
All League

Julie Labick - All League

Honorable Mention

Ava Makaron - Sportsmanship

Award Winner

Lilah Prosperino - All League

Lily Rowe - All League

Estela Soffer - All League Honorable Mention

Sage Willey - All League Honorable Mention /
Sportsmanship Award Winner

Alexis Kung - All League / All Section / NY State
Qualifier / Section One / Sportsmanship
Award Winner

Nina Mischenko - All League

Elia Martins - All League

Julia Iwai - All League

Georgina Janos - All League

Rhea Karnani - Sportsmanship Award Winner

Aiden Lee - All League/ Sportsmanship
Award Winner

Jack Burnette - All League Honorable Mention /
Sportsmanship Award Winner

Cali Hoina - Sportsmanship Award Winner

Xavier Prekelezaj - First Team All - League/All Conference /
Section One All - Tournament Team

Luke Lawler - All League / All Conference/Court of Excellence

Jason Lawler - All League

Will Alenstein - Section One Sportsmanship Award Winner

Gemma Fante - All League
Lila Dumas - Section One Sportsmanship Award Winner

Ava Diaz - All League/All Section
Abby Healy - Section One Sportsmanship Award Winner

Will Soffer - All League Honorable Mention
Noah Cubbon - Section One Sportsmanship Award Winner

James DuTremble - All League/All Section/NY State Qualifier /
Section One Sportsmanship Award Winner
Ben Klein - NY State Qualifier
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Chase Sedacca - 55 Meters, 300 Meters, 4x200 Meter Relay/Qualified for Nationals
Dan Chioccola - 55 Meters, 4x200 Meter Relay/Qualified for Nationals
Damien White - 55 Meters, 4x200 Meter Relay/Qualified for Nationals
Paul Torosian - 4x200 Meter Relay
Gautham Modugu - 55 Meter Hurdles, High Jump
Michael Cherubini-600 Meters, 1000 Meters, 3200 Meters/Qualified for Nationals
Anisa Chalabi - 600 Meters, 4x200 Meter Relay/Qualified for Nationals/

Section One Sportsmanship Award Winner
Phoebe Safian - 600 Meters, 4x200 Meter Relay/Qualified for Nationals
Lauren Isbell - 1000 Meters, 1500 Meters, 3000 Meters/Qualified for Nationals
Julia Mahoney - 1500 Meter Race Walk, 4x200 Meter Relay
Sofia Cruz - 4x200 Meter Relay/Qualified for Nationals
Matt Lawler - 4x400 Meter Relay
Xavier DiMartino - 4x400 Meter Relay
Max Horgan - 4x400 Meter Relay
Brady Lofaro - 4x400 Meter Relay
Camila Lanier - 4x400 Meter Relay
Isabelle Werner - 4x400 Meter Relay
Olivia Lee - 4x400 Meter Relay
Rebecca Rogers - 4x400 Meter Relay
Lila Fenimore - 1500 Meter Race Walk
Tristan Tsou - High Jump
Elias Duay - Pole Vault, Long Jump
Vivian Ellsworth - Pole Vault

Eva Sara - Pole Vault, Shot Put

Taylor Satran - Weight Throw

Lauren Jaffee - Weight Throw

Grace Freeman - 4x800 Meter Relay

Nina Nowakiwiskyj - 4x800 Meter Relay

Skylar Feiguine - 4x800 Meter Relay

Leah Tashiro - 4x800 Meter Relay

Ryan Franks - Section One
Sportsmanship Award Winner

Mohamed Eltahawy - Section One Sportsmanship Award Winner
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Briarcliff Manor School District is a diverse,
inclusive school, with a strong focus on academic
excellence. It is also an altruistic district that
emphasizes giving back to the

y ' L community. Here are a few examples.
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Danielle Vasquez,
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te roughly 1,153 more meals
We are incredibly grateful for

¢t has provided our community over

Feeding Westchester

The Inter-Generational Alliance Club at Briarcliff High School visited the
Artis Senior Living Center in Briarcliff before Thanksgiving to
spread holiday cheer and play board games with the residents.

“We are deeply grateful for the students at Briarcliff High School Inter-Generational

Alliance Club's invaluable support with projects, games and heartfelt holiday
letters. Their contributions brought immense joy to the residents, and their
kindness truly made a lasting impact. Thank you from all of us at
the center!” - Lisa Irving, Artis Senior Living Center
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To stay abreast of school news, sign up online at

| “ENGAGE, INSPIRE AND ACHIEVE” | bit.ly/briarcliffnews

N ter at
NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BRIARCLIFF MANOR UFSD . Briarcliff Youth Center a

Annual Meeting: May 20, 2025
Location: Briarcliff Recreation & Youth Center, 5 Van Lu Van Rd, Briarcliff Manor

Voting and budget information will be available on the website VOTI N G I N FO R MATI 0 N

(briarcliffschools.org). You may also receive an absentee ballot by mail, after
filling out an application, available on the website. To be a qualified voter you BUdge_t Vote & )

must be a US Citizen, at least 18 years old by May 20, 2025, a School District Board Candidate Election
resident for 30 days immediately preceding the vote, and registered to vote in May 20, 2025

School District elections and having voted in any School District election/vote

during the past 4 calendar years. If you are not registered, you can register with To vote on May 20, 2025 you must be:
the County Board of Elections by mail or remotely through the New York State « A United States citizen.

Department of Motor Vehicles website at: dmv.ny.gov/more-info/electronic-

5 Van Lu Van Road, Briarcliff Manor
) . May?20,6:00am until:00pm

- 18 years of age or older.

« Aresident within the district for a period of
30 days immediately prior to the vote.

« Aregistered voter of the districtand or a
registered voter of Westchester County
whose name appears on the list supplied by
the Westchester County Board of Elections
as having voted in a national, state or county
election during the past four calendar years.

« Forinformation please call
District Clerk at (914) 488-8324.

voter-registration-application
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