
4th Grade Reading:  Students are finish-

ing their ‘Tournament of Animal Adaptations’.  

They researched animals with unique adapta-

tions and chose criteria for their tournament 

bracket.  They have completed their brackets 

and based on their criteria and reasoning.  

They are now watching the videos to find out 

the winners. I hope they will share this excit-

ing activity with you. 

 

4th Grade Math:  Students are learning to 

use a variety of math skills to problem-solve 

math problems rated by difficulty. They are 

working on angles and measurement to create 

a mini golf hole. 

 

5th Grade Reading:  They are continuing 

to work on a poetry unit. They are working on 

Figurative Language, Self-Portraits and 

interpreting art. 

 

5th Grade Math:  Students continue learn-

ing to use their math mind.  They are thinking 

about math in different ways to solve problems 

more efficiently.  

 

4th/5th Grade IG:  Students are working 

on building their bridge.  They are learning of 

building using various supplies and also how 

to structure their build. 

A note from your specialist… 
Here is a snapshot of what we have been doing in AIG pullout groups. 
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Monthly Goal:  Student seeks out opportunities to learn new things. 

Director’s Discussion:  
  

     When we think about learning, what do you 
think of as the best way to use the summer 
months? This is one that, as a parent and an educa-
tor, I have always had mixed feelings. So, when I 
am not sure I try to make sure I am seeing things 
through the eyes of the child (with my perspective 
as an adult). Mentally, our kids often need time to 
unwind, play, read for pleasure, plug in, unplug, be 
outside, rest, and so many other things. Each 
child’s set of opportunities and wishes is different. 
So, I encourage us (as the adults) to ask our kids 
what it is they want to accomplish this summer. If it 
feels like too much, then we find ways to help them 
pull back and relax. If it feels like too little, then we 
need to push them a little.  
     There are plenty of structured opportunities out 
there, but often the best learning happens when 
we allow kids to have experiences they have to 
construct. I was taught early on by the one and 
only Phyllis Venters at Parkwood Elementary, “If 
you’re bored, then your boring.” So, let us continue 
her mantra and make sure our kids learn and grow 
while also getting the time to unwind. 

             Dr. Michael Elder, Director,  
College and Career Readiness 

How to Engage My Gifted Child During the 

Summer? 

     Summer is a great time for students to 
seek out opportunities to learn new things!  
With its leisurely stretches of unstructured 
time, it may be an ideal season for your gifted 
child to learn and grow outside of an academ-
ic setting.  Gifted learners tend to have an 
intense need for intellectual stimulation, par-
ents can help using the following sugges-
tions: 
 

• Provide Cultural and Learning Expe-
riences:  Take advantage of nearby in-
stitutions such as museums, theaters, 
science centers, and planetariums to 
ensure that your child enjoys a wide 
variety of cultural and learning experi-
ences.  Consider planning day trips or 
vacations to new places.  

• Work on a Summer Project:  Your 
gifted child may have his or her own 
ideas for a personal project, and summer 
could be the perfect time to make it hap-
pen. Writing a novella, animating a short 
film, or designing and building a simple 

robot are all feasible projects for the 
summer months.  

• Consider a Special-Interest Summer 
Camp:  The benefits of a specialized 
summer camp can be two-fold. First of 
all, these camps allow your child to 
explore a favorite subject in-depth and 
gain some hands-on experience learning 
and creating. Secondly, your child will 
have the opportunity to communicate 
with peers who share a similar enthusi-
asm for a particular topic. 

• Offer Home-Improvement Opportu-
nities:  The National Association for 
Gifted Children recommends involving 
your child in household activities as a 
way to get him or her thinking beyond 
the boundaries of the classroom. These 
endeavors might include cooking, land-
scaping, and room redesign.  

 
To read more, check out “4 Ways Parents 
Can Engage Gifted Students During Summer 
Vacation” by Michelle Baumgartner.   
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