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1. Introduction 
White Bear Lake Area Schools (hereinafter referred to as the “District”) is seeking proposals from 
qualified and experienced vendors (hereinafter referred to as “Proposers”) to provide new, fully 
electric Type C school buses with a minimum capacity of 77 passengers for daily student 
transportation routes. The District intends to award a contract to the Proposer(s) that provides the 
most advantageous proposal, considering all evaluation factors outlined in this RFP. 

This initiative aligns with the District’s commitment to sustainability, reducing its carbon footprint, and 
providing a healthy transportation environment for its students. The anticipated order date is Summer 
2025, with delivery timelines to be specified in the proposal. 

2. Background Information 
The District currently operates a fleet of 30+ school buses serving the transportation needs of its 
students. As part of the District’s effort to reduce its environmental impact and to explore clean energy 
alternatives the district applied for and is a recipient of a grant for an electric school bus and charger 
through the MPCA’s application to the EPA for Clean Heavy Duty Vehicles and is considering the 
environmental and potential operational cost benefits.  The District has also applied for a grant to fund 
85% of two electric Type C buses through the MN Dept of Commerce’s Electric School Buses: 
Application for Equipment grant. 
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1. Introduction 

White Bear Lake Area Schools (“District”) seeks proposals for the purchase and delivery of one to 
three new fully electric Type C school buses (minimum 77 passengers) for daily student 
transportation. This effort supports the District’s sustainability goals and participation in recent clean 
transportation grant programs. Buses will be ordered in Summer 2025, with delivery timelines 
proposed by vendors. 

2. Project Background 

The District currently operates over 30 buses and has secured funding through: 

- The MPCA's EPA Clean Heavy-Duty Vehicles grant (1 bus and charger) 

- A pending MN Department of Commerce grant (85% funding for 2 buses) 

This RFP supports the transition to electric school buses and cleaner fleet operations. 

3. Scope of Work 

3.1 Bus Specifications 

- Type: Type C (conventional), new only 

- Capacity: Minimum 77 seated passengers 

- Powertrain: Fully electric, zero emissions 

- Range: Minimum 80 miles per charge under Minnesota conditions 

- Battery: Provide kWh rating, warranty, lifespan, and thermal management 

- Charging: Compatible with Level 2 and DC fast charging (specify connector) 

- Safety: FMVSS and MN Dept. of Education compliant 

- Accessibility: ADA compliant with lift and securement (if applicable) 

- Climate: Effective heating/cooling for MN winters/summers 

- Other Features: LED lighting, FMVSS mirrors, regenerative braking, driver ergonomics, and 
corrosion protection 

- Telematics (Optional): GPS, diagnostics, energy use, driver data 

3.2 Delivery 

State estimated delivery time assuming order in Summer 2025. Include all delivery-related costs. 



3.3 Warranty & Service 

Include full vehicle, powertrain, and battery warranty terms. Detail local service availability, on-site 
options, training, and spare parts. 

3.4 Charger Compatibility 

Specify charging requirements. Recommendations for compatible chargers are encouraged. 

4. Proposal Contents 

4.1 Company Qualifications: Overview, experience, references, and financial capacity. 

4.2 Technical Proposal: Address all bus requirements. Include specs, warranty, optional features. 

4.3 Pricing: Break down pricing per bus and for options. Pricing must remain valid through May 19, 
2025. 

4.4 Delivery Timeline: Estimate based on Summer 2025 order. 

4.5 Warranty & Support: Terms and available services. 

5. Submission Instructions 

Submit 2 hard copies or 1 PDF copy by May 19, 2025, at 2:00 PM CDT. Proposers bear all 
submission costs. The District may reject any or all proposals. 

6.Evaluation and Award 

Proposals will be reviewed after May 19, 2025. The District may seek clarifications or conduct 
interviews. Contract award is expected in June 2025. 

7. Evaluation Criteria: 

Technical Specifications​ ​ ​ 30% 

Company Experience​ ​ ​ 20% 

Pricing​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 35% 

Warranty, Service, Support​​ ​ 10% 

Delivery Timeline​ ​ ​ ​ 5%​  

8. Questions and Addenda 

Email questions to tim.wald@isd624.org. Addenda will be posted at 
isd624.org/departments/transportation. 



9. Legal and Other Provisions 

This RFP and any resulting contract will be governed by Minnesota law. The District may waive 
informalities or reject proposals in its best interest. 

​
 Thank you for your interest. 

Tim Wald 

Assistant Superintendent for Finance and Operations 

White Bear Lake Area Schools 

651-407-7516 

 tim.wald@isd624.org 
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