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Dear Parents/Guardians of Grade 7 Students,   

  

It is the time of year when your seventh grader is getting ready to choose eighth grade courses, 

so I want to reach out to share an update.  

  

On December 11, 2024, the State board of Education passed new graduation requirements via a 

new high school diploma. Based on these changes, and to ensure ZCS students have choice and a 

strong foundation in sequential courses, the ZCS Board of Trustees approved a change to our 

eighth-grade physical education course at the January 13th meeting.   

  

The new high school diploma requires one (1) physical education credit instead of two (2). The 

Indiana Department of Education is currently stating that Physical Education I, Physical 

Education II, and Elective Physical Education are the only courses that will meet this 

requirement. Currently, ZCS has a large percentage of students who take Physical Education I 

via an online platform in the summer. We believe that learning the Physical Education standards 

in person with a ZCS teacher will be a stronger, more comprehensive experience for our 

students, so our 8th grade students who take PE will take Physical Education I. This course will 

be awarded one (1) high school credit and grade to fulfill the physical education course 

requirements for the new diploma for those who take it in 8th grade. ZCHS will continue to offer 

PEI for students who need to take it at the high school level. This will begin with your child’s 

cohort and beyond.   

  

You may have heard that we are making some changes to world language courses at the middle 

level. That is true for our current sixth grade students. The changes do not affect your seventh-

grade student. If your seventh grader is currently taking Spanish IA, they will take Spanish IB in 

eighth grade. If your seventh grader is taking French I, Mandarin I or Spanish I, they will take 

French II, Mandarin II, or Spanish II next year. The level II courses count for high school credit.   

  

If you or your child have any questions, please reach out to 7th Grade Counselor Mr. 

Winger jwinger@zcs.k12.in.us or Mrs. Freund afreund@zcs.k12.in.us  

  

Sincerely,  

  

  

  

Dr. Wooden  

Swooden@zcs.k12.in.us  
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