
South Ocean Middle
School
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Administration 

Principal                           Dr. Piciullo  

Assistant Principal            Ms. Erdmann 

    

Support Personnel  

Dean of Students              TBD 

School Counselor             Ms. Ramos 

School Counselor             Ms. Hughes  

Social Worker                   Ms. Pagan  

Psychologist                     Ms. Vivona  

School Nurse                    Ms. DuPlessis  

SCHOOL

CONTACTS
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Does middle school matter?

1. “The level of academic achievement

that students attain by 8th grade has

a larger impact on their college and

career readiness by the time they

graduate from high school than

anything that happens academically

in high school.” 
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Does middle school matter?

2. “It is during the Middle School years

that social class and academic ability

differences in children start to become

more apparent, resulting in variations

of educational and career goals.”
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PREDICTORS OF HIGH
SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

1.Eighth-grade core GPA is the strongest single

predictor of on-track status and earning high grades

in high school. 

2. Low test scores in the middle grade foretell low

test scores at the end of high school.

3. Middle School attendance was found to be the

second most important predictor of 9th grade

promotion and high school performance. 

4. Combining GPA with attendance is an even better

prediction of high school performance. 6



Can earn up to 6 high school credits

Earth Science

Algebra

Studio in Art

Spanish 1 or French 1

Spanish 2

Career Financial Management

Grades earned in these classes will

follow students to the high school. They

will become part of their cumulative GPA

and appear on the high school transcript.

ADDITIONAL REASONS WHY
MIDDLE SCHOOL MATTERS AT
SOUTH OCEAN

7



FAMILY INVOLVEMENT
Family involvement at the middle school level has

been found to be an important factor in maximizing

students’ potential and achievement. However, how

you engage also matters. 

Somewhat effective: Homework assistance and

supervising or checking homework

More effective: School based involvement -

visiting the school, volunteering at school, and

attending school events

Most effective: Create an understanding about the

purposes, goals, and meaning of school with your

child. Communicate healthy expectations and

provide strategies that students can effectively use

in their decision making 8



THINGS TO TALK ABOUT
Importance of middle school

Being in school, on-time and reading to

learn!

Short-term and long-term goals

Opportunities to enhance strengths and

weaknesses

Extracurricular and co-curricular activities

Growth Mindset

Expectations - Attitude and Effort
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lockers
Located near sixth grade hallway

Keep them clean and organized

Keep them LOCKED!

Do not share locker

combinations or lockers with

anyone else.
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MODEL LOCKER
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whAT WILL YOUR CHILD’S
LOCKER LOOK LIKE?
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CLEAN MESSY



TEAM TEACHING
Your child may have one teacher

for two or three subject areas

Sixth grade core classes are all

located in one hallway

Two teams of teachers
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SAMPLE SCHEDULE
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
Multi-genre literature units

utilizing the Savvas curriculum. 

Reading strategies such as citing

textual evidence, determining the

meaning of words and phrases

and annotating are developed. 

Writing strategies such as

reinforcing the writing process,

paragraph structure, grammar

and conventions and essay

composition are studied.  17



math 6

Using concepts of ratio and rate to

solve problems. 

Developing a complete understanding

of division of fractions.  

Writing, interpreting, and using

expressions and equations. 

Developing understanding of

statistical thinking. 
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SCIENCE 6
Specific topics include: matter,

energy, simple machines,

atmosphere, weather, cells, biomes

and ecosystems.  

Critical to understanding science

concepts is the use of scientific

inquiry to develop explanations of

natural phenomena.  

Opportunity to develop their skills of

analysis, inquiry, and design

through active laboratory work on a

regular basis.  
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SOCIAL STUDIES 6

Students study the art, culture,

history, geography, government

and economic development of

early civilizations.  

The significance of the

development of the river valley

societies of Egypt, China and

Mesopotamia are discussed. The

Greeks and the Romans and their

contribution to western civilization

are documented.  
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District laptop fully charged in case each day 

3 – 2” binders, colors- red, white, black 

Periods 1,2,3- Red, 4,5,6- White, 7,8,9- Black  

Reinforced loose-leaf paper per subject 

2 boxes of black/blue pens 

2 boxes of pre-sharpened #2 pencils 

1 hand held pencil sharpener 

1 box of colored pencils 

1 black thin-tipped dry erase marker

Earbuds or headphones

GENERAL supplies for all classes
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BREAKFAST/LUNCH
Breakfast is served before school. 

Some students may be eligible for

free or reduced cost breakfast or

lunch 

Sixth grade lunch is currently period

4(10:18-10:59 AM)  

Students have the opportunity to go

outside for recess 
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REPORT CARD SAMPLE
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To view your child’s grades and progress, sign up for Parent Portal.  

To register:

PARENT PORTAL AND PARENTSQUARE
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QR code LINK

https://www.pmschools.org/departments/technology/technology-resources


7:35-8:00 AM Monday,

Wednesday, and Thursday   

 *Tuesday and Friday are

reserved for team meetings

EXTRA HELP
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Homework Club meets two days

per week after school in the

Library

LEAPS after school program

until 5 PM every day



Sample Clubs and Intramurals 
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Art Club 
Yearbook Club 
Musical 
Homework Club 
Math Team 
Photography Club 
Game Club 
Interact Club 
Newspaper 
Girls Inc. 
General Organization 

Multicultural Club 
Crochet Club 
Jazz Band 
Show Choir 
Districtwide Orchestra 
Girls Basketball 
Boys Basketball 
Softball 
Soccer 
Baseball 
Volleyball 

(Offerings  change each year based on student and staff interest)



frequently asked questions
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Where do I drop off or pick up my child
during school hours?

Parents dropping off or picking up students at school can
drop off at the front of the building. The front drop off lane is
for drop off only, please keep it clear for drop off and do not
park in the drop off lane.  

Parents should report to the greeter desk in order to pick up
students during the school day. Students must be signed out
before leaving the building. Parents must have ID to sign out
their child. 
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Can my child call me during the day? 

Students may call their parents during the day on the phone in the
main office. 

Cell phones should not be visible or heard in school. 

If a student is found with a cell phone it will be taken away and
brought to the main office. 

First time- Given back to the student at the end of the day.
Second time- Parent must pick it up. 
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What do I do if I feel my child is being
bullied? 

Encourage your child to reach out to an adult in the building  

If the problem persists, reach out to Guidance or the Main

Office 

Utilize the see something, say something, do something

electronic reporting form on our website 
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How do I contact my child’s teacher? 

SOMS 
Main Office

631-687-6600

FirstInitialLastName@pmschools.org
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