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Listening 
At each grade, toward the end of a given level of English language proficiency, and with individualized instruction, appropriate supports, accommodations, 
and communication tools, English language learners with the most significant cognitive disabilities will use English to interpret and respond to the 
Discourse and Word/Phrase Dimensions for each of the proficiency levels described below. 

 

Proficiency 
Level

Discourse Dimension  
Linguistic Complexity

Word/Phrase Dimension  
Vocabulary Usage

5  
Bridging

A variety of connected and complex statements or questions 
across academic topics. 

Organized, related ideas across academic content areas. 

Specific content area language   

A variety of academic contexts (e.g., across content areas). 

4  
Expanding

Compound connected conveyed expression(s) through one or 
more representations of language. 

Related, familiar ideas characteristic of academic content areas. 

General and increasingly specific content area language.  

Increasingly expanding familiar and novel contexts.

3  
Developing

Simple connected statements or questions. 

A familiar idea with an example.

General content words and expressions. 

Expanding familiar contexts. 

2  
Emerging

Simple conveyed expression(s). 

A single idea in expanding familiar contexts.

General high frequency and content-related words.  

Routine, shared contexts. 

1  
Entering

Routine and familiar conveyed expressions. 

An idea conveyed within familiar contexts.

Single representations of a conveyed expression. 

Intentional communication in concrete, immediate contexts. 
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Reading 
At each grade, toward the end of a given level of English language proficiency, and with individualized instruction, appropriate supports, accommodations, 
and communication tools, English language learners with the most significant cognitive disabilities will use English to interpret and respond to the 
Discourse and Word/Phrase Dimensions for each of the proficiency levels described below. 

 

Proficiency 
Level

Discourse Dimension  
Linguistic Complexity

Word/Phrase Dimension  
Vocabulary Usage

5  
Bridging

Connected text with a variety of sentences (e.g., simple, 
compound, and complex sentences). 

Organized related ideas across academic content areas. 

Specific content area language. 

A variety of academic contexts (e.g., across content areas). 

4  
Expanding

Simple connected text. 

Related familiar ideas across content areas. 

General and specific content area language. 

Increasingly expanding familiar and novel contexts. 

3  
Developing

Simple sentence or sentences. 

A familiar idea with an example. 

General content words and expressions. 

Expanding familiar contexts.

2  
Emerging

Multiple representations or short phrases. 

A single idea in expanding familiar contexts. 

General high frequency and content-related words. 

Routine, shared contexts. 

1  
Entering

A single representation. 

An idea within words, phrases, or chunks of language in familiar 
contexts or in environmental print. 

Single representations of letters or words. 

Familiar contexts or in environmental print. 
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Speaking 
At each grade, toward the end of a given level of English language proficiency, and with individualized instruction, appropriate supports, accommodations, 
and communication tools, English language learners with the most significant cognitive disabilities will use English to produce the Discourse and Word/
Phrase Dimensions for each of the proficiency levels described below. 

Proficiency 
Level

Discourse Dimension  
Linguistic Complexity

Word/Phrase Dimension  
Vocabulary Usage

5  
Bridging

A combination of short and expanded statements (at least 
two) across social and academic contexts with emerging 
complexity. 

New ideas in the context of familiar and novel content. 

General and specific content area language. 

Increasingly expanding familiar and novel contexts. 

4  
Expanding

Two or more simple connected statements or questions.

Expanded expression of one idea or emerging expression of 
multiple related ideas in particular content areas. 

General content words and expressions.   

Expanding familiar contexts. 

3  
Developing

One or more simple statements or questions. 

Expression of one idea in particular content area. 

General content-related words. 

Routine, shared contexts. 

2  
Emerging

Chunks of language or phrases (at least two). 

Emerging expression of a familiar idea. 

General high-frequency and content-related words. 

Concrete, immediate contexts. 

1  
Entering

At least one intentional sound or word. 

Intentional communication of an idea. 

Single representations of a spoken expression. 

Intentional communication in immediate contexts. 
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Writing 
At each grade, toward the end of a given level of English language proficiency, and with individualized instruction, appropriate supports, accommodations, 
and communication tools, English language learners with the most significant cognitive disabilities will use English to produce the Discourse and Word/
Phrase Dimensions for each of the proficiency levels described below. 

Proficiency 
Level

Discourse Dimension  
Linguistic Complexity

Word/Phrase Dimension  
Vocabulary Usage

5  
Bridging

Student writes at least two simple sentences or at least one 
compound sentence related to one or more ideas that reflect a 
coherent idea, concept, or experience. 

New ideas in the context of familiar and novel content. 

General and specific content area language. 

Increasingly expanding familiar and novel contexts. 

4  
Expanding

The student writes one simple sentence related to an 
increasingly complex idea. 

Expanded expression of an idea in a particular content area. 

General content words and expressions.  

Expanding familiar contexts. 

3  
Developing

The student writes one or more chunks of language, phrases, 
or clauses about an idea. 

Emerging expression of an idea in a particular content area. 

General content-related words. 

Routine, shared contexts. 

2  
Emerging

The student writes a single word.

Emerging expression of a familiar idea. 

General high-frequency words. 

Concrete, immediate contexts. 

1  
Entering

The student writes one single representation of something 
(e.g., number, letter, symbol).

Intentional written expression to convey meaning. 

Single representations of words. 

Intentional communication in immediate contexts. 




