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Dear Fraser Families,

November is here and the 
season of giving is upon 
us. We have much to be 
thankful for in Fraser, and I 
am personally grateful for our 
staff, families, and community. 

Throughout the month of October, the district 
celebrated Red Ribbon Week, the oldest and 
largest drug prevention program in the nation. 
Our schools gave students red ribbon bracelets 
to wear, and the elementary buildings hosted 
grade-level poster competitions. 

We also received the district data for M-STEP, 
PSAT, and SAT. We are proud of all the 
hard work that was put into preparing for 
these assessments. The assessments were 
administered last spring and showed large 
gains in the percentages of students who are 
proficient or advanced proficient. Additionally, 
Fraser High School’s total SAT score ranked 
sixth in Macomb County, surpassing the 
county average by more than 22 points. You 
can read more about our assessment scores in 
the Curriculum Corner on page 2.

November starts the season of giving in 
our district. Our six elementary schools are 
hosting food drives to support families in our 
community with meal boxes at Thanksgiving. 
This long-standing partnership between the 
district and the Clinton Valley Kiwanis will 
provide at least 40 families in our district with 
a holiday meal. 

Finally, I am thankful to everyone who came 
out to our Strategic Plan Community Meeting. 
The data from our community survey can now 
be found on our website. We are off to a great 
start, and I am looking forward to working 
together to create a plan to continue moving 
our district forward.

With Fraser Pride,
Dr. Wozniak

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE

Superintendent Carrie Wozniak, Ph.D. 
carrie.wozniak@fraserk12.org 

Collaboration is Key

Fifth graders were challenged to 
work as teams to create a plan to 
stack cups using a rubber band 
and string. Students devised plans, 
communicated with each other, and 

Fifth-grade students 
at Eisenhower build 
on their collaboration 
skills in engaging ways.

worked to stack cups in a pyramid  
in this fun STEM challenge.

Throughout the school year, 
students work together to share 
ideas about their learning through 
turn and talk, graffiti share, circles, 
stand up, hand up, pair up, rally 
robin, and partner journaling. Being 
ready to listen to others and to take 
a risk and share their own ideas are 
key to their learning.

https://www.fraser.k12.mi.us/strategicplan
mailto:carrie.wozniak%40fraserk12.org%20?subject=
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CURRICULUM CORNER ASSESSMENT 
RESULTS

Staff and student efforts have garnered a positive trend in 
several grades and subject areas. 

Each year students in grades 3-8 are assessed in math and 
English language arts (ELA) as part of the M-STEP. Additionally, 
5th-, 8th-, and 11th-grade students take the M-STEP in science 
and social studies. Finally, students in grade 11 take the SAT 
for math and evidence-based reading and writing. 

The results provide a snapshot into student learning and 
are one point of data used in making decisions to support 
learning in Fraser.

Grades 3-8 M-STEP
The percentage of students who scored proficient or 
advanced proficient in math continues to be strong and 
consistent, often surpassing the county and state averages. 
Students in grades 6 and 7 scored significantly higher than 
their county and statewide peers in both math and ELA. In 
grade 7, the percentage of students who were proficient or 
higher showed a 12% increase over 2023.  

It is also important to note that any grade level in Fraser that 
scored below the state or county average was within four 
percentage points.

Grade 11 SAT
Fraser students who took the SAT last April surpassed their 
peers’ scores at both the county and state levels. 

The district recently received results from 
the spring 2024 Michigan Merit Exams and 
presented them to the Board of Education.  

SAT-Math scores in Fraser showed an increase of more 
than 22 points when compared to 2023 scores, jumping 
from 444.4 to 466.5. SAT-EBRW also showed improvement, 
increasing 5.7 points from 488.2 to 493.9.

Among public school districts and charter academies that 
offer 11th grade, Fraser ranked sixth overall in math, fourth 
overall for EBRW, and sixth overall for total score. 

From 2023 to 2024, Fraser’s total score increased 27.8 
points from 932.5 to 960.3. During that same period, the 
county average total score decreased 11.3 points, and the 
state average decreased 13.4 points. 

Next Steps: Elementary
While the overall results were positive, there are still areas to 
improve. At the elementary level, the district added additional 
consultants to support behavior and classroom management 

Continued on page 3 ... 
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During the first month of 
school, the 1st-grade team 
at Disney Elementary has 
placed priority on their reading 
instruction and learning. 

and instruction. The district is 
also providing literacy training 
for all K-5 teachers through the 
MISD and bringing in early literacy 
development and curriculum expert 
Julia Lindsey for in-district training. 

Next Steps: Secondary
At Richards Middle School and 
Fraser High School, staff are 
focusing on lesson design through 
the Universal Design for Learning 
lens. Math staff continue to work on 
engagement strategies and deep-
thinking models in the classroom. 
And social studies is in the second 
year of using the Discovery 
Education curriculum. Teachers 
are reviewing assessment strategy 
plans and will begin working with 
students on online test taking 
soon to help them prepare for next 
spring’s assessments.

Fraser Public Schools is proud of 
all stakeholders’ efforts in building 
a community focused on learning 
experiences that provide essential 
knowledge and opportunities for 
students to pursue their passions. 

... Continued from page 2 Learning to Use Text 
Evidence in Writing

Fourth-grade students at Edison 
Elementary spent a day at the RACES this 
month as they learned all about using 
evidence from the text when writing their 
essay. After learning about what RACES 
stands for (Restate the question, Answer 
the question, Cite the evidence, Explain 
your evidence, and Sum it up), students 
chose articles that were of interest to 
them to carry out the RACES process, 
writing a paragraph and citing evidence 
from the text to support their opinions.   

Mrs. Frazier said, “The 4th graders had 
a great time learning about race car 

driving but also about the topics of their 
choice, including emojis, Air Force One, 
flamingos, and drones, to name just a 
few. They enjoyed getting the chance 
to race their car if they completed the 
process correctly, many students writing 
two or more paragraphs with all the steps 
they learned about.”

Olivia M. said, “I like how we got to go 
to different stations and write with a 
partner. It was a cool experience.” 

Max B. stated, "My favorite part was 
working with a partner and actually 
racing cars.”  

ShyLee A. said, “Using the RACES strategy 
was pretty important because you are 
going to need it forever,” and, “now that 
we are doing the writing, I remember that 
strategy and it helped a lot.”  

Finally, Ben G. said, “I honestly think 
it was really fun. I liked going to the 
different groups and writing about the 
different articles.”  

The Edison staff is excited to see where 
their writing goes from here!

Bridges to Reading

They have been utilizing their Bridges 
to Reading program with fidelity to 
build phonemic awareness and phonics 
skills, as well as practicing to build 
independent skills, like stamina for 

“read to self,” that can be utilized during 
workshop time to grow reading brains!

Each day students practice 
manipulating sounds, segmenting and 
blending words, and building words with 
new patterns through different hands-
on opportunities. Additionally, students 
are participating in a reading workshop 
that includes the opportunity to apply 
knowledge to phonics work, practice 
reading to self and listening to reading 

to build fluency and comprehension 
skills, and working with the teacher 
in small group on skills that might be 
challenging. Students are striving to 
grow and work hard each day!
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In honor of Fire Prevention Week, Dooley students had an 
exciting and educational visit from the Fraser Fire Department 
that brought their lessons on community helpers to life! 

Stop, Drop, and Learn!

After two weeks of learning about the 
essential roles that people like police 
officers, doctors, and firefighters play 
in keeping our community safe, the 
visit from the firefighters was a perfect 
activity to reinforce key safety lessons 
in a memorable, hands-on way.

The day kicked off with a presentation 
from the Fraser Fire Department, where 
students learned all about fire safety, 
including the critical importance of 
having working fire alarms in the home. 
The firefighters explained how fire 
alarms help keep families safe by giving 
them an early warning in the event of 
a fire. They also discussed dangerous 
household items that only adults should 
handle, such as matches, lighters, 
and electrical outlets. These essential 
lessons gave students practical 
knowledge they can use to help keep 
their homes and families safe.

One of the most exciting parts of 
the day was seeing a firefighter fully 
dressed in all their gear, from head to 

BOOK 
Challenge
At Richards Middle School, the Language 
Arts students kicked off the year with an 
exciting book challenge. This initiative 
is designed to sharpen their reading 
skills, reignite a passion for reading, and 
expose them to various literary genres. In 
Language Arts 7, students explored genre 
elements and participated in the “Genre 
Café,” where they sampled different 

toe. This helped students understand 
what a real firefighter looks like during 
an emergency, so they won’t be afraid 
if they ever need to be rescued. The 
children were amazed to see how 
much equipment a firefighter wears to 
stay safe while doing their important 
job. They also practiced the famous 
fire safety technique “Stop, Drop, and 
Roll," which they had been learning 
about in class.

To cap off the visit, students 
experienced walking through a real 
fire truck. They explored all the tools 
and equipment that firefighters use 
every day to save lives and fight fires. 
The visit gave them a close-up look 
at the impressive work of firefighters, 
reinforcing the importance of the 
community helper theme they have 
been discussing in class.

As if the day couldn't get any better, 
each student went home with a 
firefighter hat and a goodie bag, thanks 
to the generous Fraser Fire Department. 
The visit wasn’t just fun—it was a 
powerful learning experience that tied 
into Fire Prevention Week and left a 
lasting impression on the children.

We’re so grateful to the Fraser Fire 
Department for going above and 
beyond to engage our students and 
for their ongoing dedication to keeping 
our community safe! This was truly a 
day of learning they won’t forget.

This type of immersive learning 
aligns perfectly with our district's 
commitment to providing even our 
littlest learners with meaningful, real-
world experiences. Whether in the 
classroom or through special events 
like this, we are always striving to make 
learning engaging, fun, and impactful!

genres and justified their choices using 
textual evidence. Following this, they 
engaged in a “Book Speed Dating” event, 
browsing a wide array of books to find 
ones that they connected with.

In Language Arts 8, they expanded 
on the genre exploration with the 
“StarBOOKs Café.” Students reviewed 
genres then returned to select a book 
from the “genre menu” to read and 
reflect on, building on their preferences 
from last year. By the end of the first 
month, all students had a book from 
their classroom libraries, the Media 

Center, the public library, or home to 
bring to class daily.

We’re excited for a year full of reading 
adventures!
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All the Young 5s classes 
in Fraser took a wonderful 
trip to Deneweth’s Garden 
Center in early October. 

Apple Day!

In September, the first-grade students 
at Emerson Elementary celebrated 
Apple Day! They had lots of fun doing 
all things “apple” for an entire day! They 
read apple books, taste tested apples, 
made homemade applesauce, did apple 
stamping, learned about the life cycle of 
an apple, and had their parents come in 
to help with apple games and activities! 

They were excited to follow up their 
Apple Day fun with a trip to Blake’s 
Orchard and Cider Mill.

Leaf Names

The kindergarten students at 
Salk had fun this fall seeking out 
different materials they could use 
to create their name using items in 
nature. They submitted a picture 
of their name to share during their 
morning meetings. 

These lovely names are proudly 
displayed in their classrooms and 
serve as a resource for them to 
use while learning how to write 
their names. Additionally, leaf 
names encourage language and 
vocabulary development, eye-hand 
coordination, fine motor skills, and 
imaginative and sensory play.

Setting Goals
Fifth-grade students at Mark Twain 
have worked through their first unit of 
the Second Step curriculum that deals 
with making goals. Students have 
learned that goals must be specific, 
challenging, doable,and motivating 
to them. In one of their last lessons 
in unit one, students made a goal 
for themselves to accomplish within 
10 minutes. Some things students 
attempted to do were learn 10 new 
jokes, learn 10 facts about an animal, 
or complete 20 push-ups within 10 
minutes. Students made their goals and 
worked toward them for five minutes 
and then evaluated their progress. 

Young 5s 
Learn About 
Pumpkins

Students decorated a pumpkin and 
learned about the pumpkin life cycle. A trip 
to the pumpkin patch can help children 
explore the outdoors and understand the 
world around them. Handling pumpkins 
of different sizes, shapes, and textures 

helps children grasp abstract concepts 
like size, weight, and shape.

They had fun finding their way through 
the corn maze, climbed the straw 
mound, and took a ride through the 
spooky barn. The trip concluded with 
delicious donuts and refreshing cider.

They discussed roadblocks that they 
ran into and progress markers to judge 
if they were on their way to meeting 
their goals. Students had fun and many 
accomplished their goal; some did not. 
The guidelines, steps, and process 
learned in this unit aided students 
as they made their own goals for the 
first trimester of the school year. All 
students learned that they must stop 
and evaluate their progress toward 
goals made and readjust their plans as 
they work toward their trimester goals.
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NOVEMBER 4
School Board Meeting
Idea Lab, 7:00 p.m. 

NOVEMBER 5
No School All Levels: 
Election Day
District Provided 
Professional Development 

NOVEMBER 7
Clue the Musical
Fraser Performing Arts 
Center, 7:00 p.m. 

NOVEMBER 8
Clue the Musical
Fraser Performing Arts 
Center, 7:00 p.m. 

NOVEMBER 9
Clue the Musical
Fraser Performing Arts 
Center, 1:00 p.m. 

NOVEMBER 18
School Board Meeting 
Idea Lab, 7:00 p.m. 

NOVEMBER 18
Salk Vocal Music Concert 
Fraser Performing Arts 
Center, 7:00 p.m. 

NOVEMBER 19
Emerson Vocal 
Music Concert
Fraser Performing Arts 
Center, 7:00 p.m.

NOVEMBER 20
Disney Vocal  
Music Concert
Fraser Performing Arts 
Center, 7:00 p.m.

NOVEMBER 21
All Levels Early Release
District Provided 
Professional Development 
Elementary/ECSE:  
  8:35 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
RMS: 8:05 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
FHS: 7:30 a.m. – 11:44 a.m.

NOVEMBER 21
Edison Vocal  
Music Concert
Fraser Performing Arts 
Center, 7:00 p.m.

NOVEMBER 25
Twain Vocal Music Concert
Fraser Performing Arts 
Center, 7:00 p.m.

NOVEMBER 26
Eisenhower Vocal  
Music Concert
Fraser Performing Arts 
Center, 7:00 p.m.

NOVEMBER 26
Elementary End of 
First Trimester

NOVEMBER 27-29
Thanksgiving Break

DECEMBER 2
School Resumes

DECEMBER 5
Elementary Half  
Day Records
8:35 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

DECEMBER 5
ECSE PM ONLY – No ECSE 
AM Classes

DECEMBER 6
Elementary Half Day 
Records
8:35 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

DECEMBER 6
ECSE PM ONLY – No ECSE 
AM Classes

DECEMBER 11
Elementary Report 
Cards Distributed

DECEMBER 16
FHS Jazz Band Concert
Fraser Performing Arts 
Center, Seating at 6:30 p.m.

PLANNING AHEAD DECEMBER 17
FHS Varsity & Symphony 
Band Concert
Fraser Performing Arts 
Center, Seating at 6:30 p.m.

DECEMBER 18
FHS Half Day Records
7:30 – 10:46 a.m.

DECEMBER 19
FHS Half Day Records
7:30 – 10:46 a.m.

DECEMBER 19
RMS Half Day Records
8:05 a.m. – 11:35 a.m.

DECEMBER 20
FHS Half Day Records
7:30 – 10:46 a.m.

DECEMBER 20
RMS Half Day Records
8:05 a.m. – 11:35 a.m.

DECEMBER 23 – JANUARY 3 
Winter Break

Congratulations to the 172-member Fraser High School “Rambler” 
marching band on its First Division rating in Class A competition in the 
Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association District 16 Marching 
Band Festival on October 9, held at L’Anse Creuse North High School. 

Spotting Feelings
Eisenhower students in CCRR are 
SOARing to greater heights. The 
students had an amazing time 
learning through play, engaging 
read-aloud experiences, and 
multisensory activities that allow 
them to practice their skills. In 
addition, the students are learning 
how to spot and name their feelings 
using materials based on the 
“Scribble Spot” books by Diane Alber.

Marching Band Festival Results

This is the twenty-third consecutive 
year that the Fraser marching band has 
participated in Marching Band Festival and 
earned a First Division rating. Marching 
Band Festival is a week-long event across 
the state of Michigan, and a total of 36 
bands from District 16 (which covers bands 
from all of Macomb and St. Clair counties, 
and parts of Oakland County) participated. 
This adds up to over 3,200 student 
musicians taking the field in competition.

Three judges adjudicate the bands in the 
categories of music, marching, and general 
effect showmanship. Ratings range from 
First Division, which is a superior rating, 
equivalent to the grade of an “A,” to Fifth 
Division. Our “Ramblers” earned an overall 
First Division rating with 8 As and 4 Bs in 

the categories of music, marching, and 
general effect/showmanship.

Jim Rodgers, band director, would like to 
extend a special thank you to a fantastic 
team of professionals he works with: Mrs. 
April Fiedler, Mr. Sheldon Santamaria, 
Mr. Luke Woods, Mrs. Peyton Krantz, Mr. 
George Dunn, Mr. Nick Hunter, Mrs. Shana 
Fleming, Ms. Halle Gross, Ms. Sydney 
Maison, and Mrs. Diana Rodgers. Without 
their professional assistance throughout 
the marching season, the level of student 
achievement would not be possible. 

Thank you to all the parents for their 
support and assistance throughout the 
season. Finally, thank you to all the staff 
for their support of our students.
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Restorative Practices
for Parents and Caregivers

Wednesday, January 15, 2025
 5:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Richards Middle School Media Center
Restorative Practices:
We are very excited to offer parents the opportunity to attend a two-hour training session in 
Restorative Practices. The program offers a look at the restorative practices theory and its 
application. It is a very dynamic, interactive training that focuses on creating relationships and 
building practical skills that use a relational approach for parents and caregivers.

If CHILD CARE IS NEEDED, arrangements can be made to have high school students earn 
service hours to help with this. Please let us know when you sign up if this would be helpful and 
the age(s) of your child(ren). For more information, call  
Lisa Pettyes at 586-439-7542 or Kristina Madeleine at 586-439-7421. Or email us 
at Lisa.Pettyes@fraserk12.org or Kristina.Madeleine@fraserk12.org

Scan the QR code for more information and to sign up or go to https://bit.ly/rpparentjan2025

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094DADAB2CA6FB6-52115947-fall#/
mailto:Lisa.Pettyes%40fraserk12.org?subject=
mailto:Kristina.Madeleine%40fraserk12.org?subject=
https://bit.ly/rpparentjan2025
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55th Season
Metropolitan  

Detroit Chorale, Inc.

The Many Moods of Christmas
Suites One and Four and Other Holiday Selections

Metropolitan Detroit Chorale and Orchestra
Saturday, December 14, 2024 • 3:00 p.m. 

Fraser Performing Arts Center at Fraser High School
34270 Garfield Rd, Fraser, MI 48026

(Between 15 Mile Rd. & 14 Mile Rd.) 

Tickets at metropolitandetroitchorale.org 
$25, Children 10 and Under Free

Questions/Help: 586-792-7464 ext. 505 

“Bringing music to life and lives to music”

http://www.metropolitandetroitchorale.org

