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GRAND FORKS SCHOOL BOARD
GRAND FORKS PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #1
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
April 14, 2025

The School Board of Grand Forks Public School District No. 1 held a regular meeting on Monday, April 14, 2025,
at the Mark Sanford Education Center, with President Dave Berger presiding.

Board Members Present: Josh Anderson, Dave Berger, Amber Flynn, Dr. Sherry Houdek, Jay Kleven, Joel Larson,

Eric Lunn, Jeff Manley, and Bill Palmiscno. Absent: None.

Student Board Members Present: Adrianna Tande and McKayla Sagini. Absent: None.

Others Present: Dr. Terry Brenner, Superintendent of Schools; Brandon Baumbach, Business Manager; Dr.
Catherine Gillach, Associate Superintendent of Secondary Education; Matt Bakke, Assistant Superintendent of
Elementary Education; Brady Olson, President of the Grand Forks Education Association; and Cindy Johnson,

Executive Secretary.

Callto Order and Pledge of Allegiance.
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm., and
the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Reading of School Board Meeting Norms.
Flynn read aloud the meeting norms.

Approval of Agenda.

It was moved by Kleven and seconded by Flynn to
approve the agenda as written. Upon a roll-call vote,
as follows, the motion carried unanimously. Aye:
Houdek, Larson, Manley, Kleven, Anderson, Flynn,
Palmiscno, Lunn, and Berger. Nay: None. Absent:
None.

Public Comments.
None.

Be Legendary School Board Goals Update.

Dr. Brenner and Amy Bartsch, Chief Academic
Officer, updated the board on achievement levels
attained and academic standards not yet met
related to literacy and math goals recommended by
the district administration and adopted by the
board.

Sagini left the meeting at 6:48 p.m.
NSBA Convention Attendee Report.

Berger reported he recently attended the National
School Boards Association annual conference held

April 4-6, 2025, in Atlanta, GA. He shared
information on sessions that he attended and
insights gained from various conversations
throughout the conference.

Consent Agenda.

It was moved by Larson and seconded by Lunn to

approve the consent agenda as follows:

e March 31, 2025, school board meeting minutes
as written;

e Teacher leave of absence for the 2025-2026
schoolyear for Anna Simmers, special
education teacher;

e Teacherresignations effective May 30, 2025, of
Chelsea King, Logan DeRock, Kelsey Peterson,
Maria Christi Masacayan, JoAnne Miller, Ryan
Powers, and Mary Jo Slaathaugh;

e Teacherresignation effective June 20, 2025, of
Bailey Andrews;

e Teacher appointments effective August 18,
2025, of Brevyn Lingen, third-grade teacher,
salary placement at BA/BS, Step 1, $49,477;
Haley Curry, science teacher, salary placement
at BA/BS, Step 1, $49,477; Sullivan Igo, social
science teacher, salary placement at BA/BS,
Step 1, $49,477; Susan Lindeberg, math
teacher, salary placement at DR, Step 16,
$72,908; Samantha Collins, fifth-grade
teacher, salary placement at BA/BS, Step 1,
$49,477; Kaela Helland, third-grade teacher,
salary placement at BA/BS, Step 1, $49,477;
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Samantha Johnson, special education teacher,
salary placement at BA+15, Step 2, $51,414;
Kierra Lodwick, school psychology intern,
salary placement at MA/MS, Step 1, $54,322;
Amanda Almquist, special education strategist,
salary placement at BA+15, Step 2, $51,414;
Kallie Lubarski, first-grade teacher, salary
placement at MA/MS, Step 12, $63,100; Allison
Ososki, fifth-grade teacher, salary placement at
BA/BS, Step 5, $52,669; and Michael Kraft,
social studies teacher, salary placement at
BA/BS, Step 1, $49,477; all subject to salary
change following a new teacher negotiated
agreement; and

e Third-Party requests for access to student
information for Pediatric Partners, Herff Jones,
Illini Grad Sales, LLC., Friesens, and Summit K-
12.

Upon a roll-call vote, as follows, the motion carried

unanimously. Aye: Kleven, Manley, Houdek,

Anderson, Flynn, Larson, Lunn, Palmiscno, and

Berger. Nay: None. Absent: None.

Teacher Resignation and Waiving of Liquidated
Damages - Robert Waddle.

It was moved by Kleven and seconded by Manley to
accept the resignation of Robert Waddle effective
April 4, 2025, and to waive the liquidated damages
associated with her resignation. Upon a roll-call
vote, as follows, the motion carried unanimously.
Aye: Flynn, Kleven, Anderson, Houdek, Palmiscno,
Lunn, Manley, Larson, and Berger. Nay: None.
Absent: None.

GFDA Request to Delay Start of Contract
Negotiations.

Dr. Brenner reported that the Grand Forks Directors’
Association has submitted a request to delay the
start of contract negotiations until after the
conclusion of the current North Dakota legislative
session.

It was moved by Palmiscno and seconded by
Anderson to agree to start contract negotiations
with the Grand Forks Directors’ Association after
May 2, 2025, when the 2025 North Dakota
Legislative Assembly is scheduled to conclude.
Upon a roll-call vote, as follows, the motion carried
unanimously. Aye: Manley, Lunn, Larson,
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Palmiscno, Houdek, Kleven, Flynn, Anderson, and
Berger. Nay: None. Absent: None.

GFPA Request to Delay Start of Contract
Negotiations.

Dr. Brenner reported that the Grand Forks
Principals’ Association has submitted a request to
delay the start of contract negotiations until after
the conclusion of the current North Dakota
legislative session.

It was moved by Manley and seconded by Larson to
agree to start contract negotiations with the Grand
Forks Principals’ Association after May 2, 2025,
when the 2025 North Dakota Legislative Assembly
is scheduled to conclude. Upon a roll-call vote, as
follows, the motion carried unanimously. Aye:
Anderson, Houdek, Flynn, Manley, Lunn,
Palmiscno, Larson, Kleven, and Berger. Nay: None.
Absent: None.

Announcements.

Dr. Brenner reported that the start time for
Thursday’s Government Affairs Committee meeting
was changed to 4:00 p.m.

Board Requests for Future Consideration.
None.

School Board Meeting Norms—How Did We Do?
Flynn reported that the board did great in following
its meeting norms.

Adjournment.

There being no further business, the meeting
adjourned at 7:32 pm.

APPROVED:

(Date)

Dave Berger, President

Brandon Baumbach, Business Manager
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