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Guidance Remind 

Grade 11
Text to 81010 
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Guidance Instagram
Follow us to stay updated on important events and 
information throughout the year!

@Bellportguidance



Guidance Class of  2025
Google Classroom

Class Code: bvf5nz6

All JPC materials are 
posted here



When it comes to 
college planning, what 
are some factors you 
are considering?

Vote now using the QR code
Or at Slido.com 
Use 211 0318

This poll is for 
parents/guardians

https://www.slido.com/


What is a Junior Planning 
Conference (JPC)?

• A JPC is an opportunity for you and your child to 
meet individually with your child’s counselor to 
develop a post-secondary plan

• Parents are invited to be active members of  the 
post-secondary planning process by participating in 
their child's JPC 



How to Prepare for a JPC 
Meeting

• Discuss possible career interests
• Take the SAT or ACT spring of  junior year
• Think of  two core subject teachers to ask for letters of  recommendation
• Discuss types of  colleges
• Consider financial aid and paying for college
• Use school breaks and summer recess to visit colleges in person or virtually



Naviance Career Exploration



Occupational Outlook Handbook



Military Options
www.todaysmilitary.com

http://www.todaysmilitary.com


Ways to Earn College Credits 
in High School

● Select list of  BHS courses*
● Qualifying grade on an AP exam
● Select list of  BOCES CTE programs*
● Suffolk County Community College’s Early College 

Program* Summer 2024 schedule coming 
mid-March

*Opportunities to earn college credits at a reduced cost. 



If  financial hardship 
would prevent you from 
registering for the SAT or 
ACT exam or applying to 
colleges, please see your 
School Counselor for fee 
waivers.

Fee Waivers



View SAT exam dates and register at 
www.collegeboard.org 

Digital SAT Exam/ACT Exam

The Digital SAT will 
be given on a school 
day in October 2024 for 
interested seniors
at no cost to students!

View ACT exam 
dates and register at 
www.actstudent.org 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/


Preparing for the SAT/ACT

• Method Learning/Methodize * www.clever.com  
• College Board’s Bluebook App 

https://bluebook.app.collegeboard.org/ 
• Official Digital SAT Prep on Khan Academy
• ACT website www.actstudent.org/testprep/  

*Use Clever to access your Method Learning account  

http://www.methodtestprep.com/
https://bluebook.app.collegeboard.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/


Test Optional
• www.fairtest.org
• SUNY
• CUNY 
• NCAA test score requirement 

removed
• Important: Check the policy at 

the colleges you are considering

http://www.fairtest.org


Types of  Colleges

• Community College
• 4-year College/University, Public or Private
• Vocational or Trade School



Types of  College Applications
• Regular Decision
• Rolling Admission
• Early Action
• Early Decision

Common Application: www.commonapp.com 
Applications open August 1st!

http://www.commonapp.com


● Statistical admissions advantages to apply Early Decision or 
Early Action

● Earlier admission response times
● Time to weigh options and visit colleges before deposits are 

due

The 2023-2024 deadlines to apply SUNY Early Action were as early as October 15th 
and as late as November 15th.  Check with your colleges.

Advantages of  applying 
Early Senior Year



Choosing a College
• Categorize schools into safety, target, and/or reach schools

• Safety- you meet/exceed admission requirements
• Target- you meet admission requirements 
• Reach- you fall just below the admission requirements 

• Criteria to think about when researching colleges:
• Cost
• Location
• Majors 
• Size of  school



• Strong grades/challenging courses

• Extracurricular activities / Community involvement 

• Strong SAT/ACT scores (if  required/submitted)

• Well written personal essay providing insight to who you are

• Letters of  recommendation that highlight the students characteristics 

• Holistic approach is used when reviewing your college application 

College Application: 
What Colleges Look For 



College Costs

Current trends in 
college admissions
from NACAC

National Association for College 
Admission Counseling

https://www.nacacnet.org/factors-in-the-admission-decision/
https://www.nacacnet.org/factors-in-the-admission-decision/
https://www.nacacnet.org/factors-in-the-admission-decision/


Letters of  Recommendation

• It is recommended that you ask two academic teachers 
and your school counselor for letters of  recommendation

• Required forms to request letters of  recommendation are 
available on the Guidance Google Classroom and in the 
Guidance Office



College Visits &
Demonstrated Interest

• Follow on social media
• Visit the college websites and sign up for virtual info sessions
• Email the admissions offices with questions and your interest, you may also 

make an appointment to meet with a rep or visit the colleges
• Colleges offer open houses and virtual or in person tours
• SUNY has a link to campus visits at 

https://www.suny.edu/attend/visit-us/campus-visit/
• CUNY has a link to campus visits at 

https://www.cuny.edu/admissions/undergraduate/explore/tours/ 

https://www.suny.edu/attend/visit-us/campus-visit/
https://www.cuny.edu/admissions/undergraduate/explore/tours/


SUNY CUNY



NCAA

• Students considering playing division I or II in college 
will need to register with the NCAA at 
www.eligibilitycenter.org by the end of  their junior 
year!

• Please see your School Counselor if  you need a fee waiver 
to register

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/


Naviance

• College search

• Research college requirements, admission deadlines, how selective each school is, and 
more 

• Career interest inventory

• Student should complete, if  they haven’t already, to see what careers best match their 
personality based on their answers 

• Scholarship information

https://clever.com Must be logged into       your South Country Google account.

https://clever.com


College Search Tools

                      https://clever.com                                  https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org

https://clever.com


Financial Aid & Scholarships
• FAFSA
• TAP
• Excelsior Scholarship
• STEM Incentive Program
• Other scholarships:

• Fastweb.com
• CollegeBoard
• Naviance
• GoingMerry





NYS STEM 
Incentive Program

● Top 10% of  your class
● Attend a SUNY or CUNY college or university 
● Enroll in a two year or four year program of  study that meets the 

approved STEM requirements and maintain a 2.5 average 
● Earn a degree from a SUNY or CUNY in an approved STEM program 
● Find employment in an approved STEM career in NYS 
● Continue to work in an approved STEM career for five years following 

graduation in New York State



BHS Guidance 
Scholarship Newsletters

Check out competitiv
e, college-specific

 

scholarsh
ips re

quirin
g a nomination for 

juniors.  
Available now!



Nomination Scholarships

● Significant, competitive, college-specific
● Research to see if  the college is a fit for you
● Apply now using the one page Google form
● A scholarship nomination does not guarantee 

admission
● If  you are selected, you will be expected to 

apply to the college in the fall



Who is eligible for EOP?
Facing academic or financial barriers to enrolling in college?  EOP 
may be for you.        

● Students who fall slightly below the criteria for general 
admission (academic eligibility varies by campus)

● Qualify as economically disadvantaged 
● Enroll as a full-time student



Benefits of  EOP
Provides eligible first-time, full-time freshmen with:
● a pre-freshman summer experience
● extensive academic support services
● financial assistance



Average College Costs



Average College Tuition & Fees

SUNY’s tuition and fees 

are among the most 

competitive in the 

nation!



Compare College Costs

https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/ 

https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/


Common App

You can preview 
college essay 
questions and 
deadlines



Next Steps

• Register and prepare for the SAT/ACT
• Complete college search
• Discuss college options and college cost 
• Request letters of  recommendation
• Brainstorm possible college essay topics. See 

www.commonapp.org for past essay questions
• Visit or contact colleges, attend college fairs

http://www.commonapp.org




Please let us know here.  
We will email the appointment 
to you.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSg
Gxs5Pb_lz2b_bM-16FHhH6PKCa01xwD6sOMoE
ZvsKg3AQ/viewform?usp=sf_link 

Plan to Join Your Child at the JPC?

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSgGxs5Pb_lz2b_bM-16FHhH6PKCa01xwD6sOMoEZvsKg3AQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSgGxs5Pb_lz2b_bM-16FHhH6PKCa01xwD6sOMoEZvsKg3AQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSgGxs5Pb_lz2b_bM-16FHhH6PKCa01xwD6sOMoEZvsKg3AQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


Questions?

Raise your hand 
or Ask your questions in the 
chat live online now (your 
name will not appear in the 
chat)
Slido.com 
Use 211 0318

This poll is for 
parents/guardians

https://www.slido.com/

