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Easy Ways to Build Assets for and with Your Child P
Neighborhood Friends

ASSET #4:
Caring
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What Are Assets?
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en-year-old Susan Kennedy
considered 80-year-old Mr.

Boggs one o[ her best friends. He
was very fond of her, too, and he niclÿamed
her"Twirly Friend" because she liked to do
"wheelies" on her bicycle in his driveway. Mr.

Boggs taught Susan how to play checkers, and
he once gave her a microscope.

When Mr. Boggs became gravely ill and
needed to be hospitalized, Susan mailed him
something every day. Sometimes it was a
poem. Sometimes she wrote a letter. Other
times she drew a picture and sent it to him.
After a month, Mr. Boggs was able to go home.
Mr. Boggs told Susan:"You saved my life. No
one else called or wrote, mad your mailings
gave me the courage to live. Thankyou."

Unlike Susan, many young people don't
lÿow their neighbors. They're scared of their
neighbors, and many times, the neighbors are
fidghtened by them. It's true, some neighbor-
hoods are safer than others, but too many
people don't reach out to each other--even in

safe neighborhoods.

Friendships
like the one
between
Susan and
Mr. Boggs can

only develop
when people
take risks by
acknowledg-

ing their
neighbors,
getting to ¼qow them, and taking the time to
form relationships. Usually, everyone--no

matter what their age--benefits.
How well do you and your children know

your neighbors? Do you know their names?
Find a safe way to begin getting to kÿ3ow your
neighbors, such as National Night Out. But you
don't have to wait; there are other things you
can do. Organize a cookout or potluck. Greet
your neighbors when you see them outside.
Take one small step that will introduce your
child to your neighbors and introduce you to
the young people who live near you.

Trigqers
Your child may be unsure ol what to talb
about with a neighbor. Eneoura!/e your child
to use these talb triooers to strike up a con.
versatiou:
• Do you have anyhobbies?
• What do you like best about our neighbor.

hood?
• What'syourlavorite booh? Why?
• What trouhlesyou most about the world

today?
• What's your lavorite childhood memory?
• What do you wish you had more time

rode?



6 Steps to Nurturing a
Carinq Neighborhood
I. Be honest about sour hopes and tears about sour neighborhood Discuss these with

your lamily--and some neighbors Sou trust,

2. Meet with a neighborhood group or slowly start a small group it one doesn't exist.

Do activities together, such as creating a community 9arden.

5. Arrange a qet-together so neighbors can meet and mingle.

4. Encourage Sour child to share with others, Ior instance,

sleds, hashethalls, book, or toss.

5. Spend time outdoors in Sour neighborhood where other

neighbors are. THe walks or hÿ-ÿq out on Sour trent step.

6. Create a neighborhood welcome wagon o{ South and

Qÿek Tip.
Learn the

homes oi your
neighbors.

Be
Proactive
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iNaL XNoRD
"Love ÿour neighbor as yourself:'

--Southwestern Spanish proverb
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