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Easy Ways to Build Assets for and with Your Child P
ASSET #13:

Neighborhood
Boundaries

Renewing the
Neighborhood
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What Are Assets?

Street in the South Bronx ol New
York, was probably one ot the last
neiohborhoods anyone wanted to
live in. Empty buildings lined the rubble-
strewn streets. The city considered it a
hopeless neighborhood and the private sector
refused to invest in it. At times people in the
neighborhood would have to fill buckets from
the fire hydrant because their water lines
would get cut off.

Yet Harold DeRienzo had hope for the
neighborhood. In fact, as everyone else was
moving out, he moved in.

Harold began organizing the neighbors who
were left. They learned each other's names
and started doing things together. They held
street cleanups and block parties, and started
planting flowers. Slowly, the neighborhood
began to change for the better. "Banana Kelly
needs to be viewed as a vehicle for local
empowerment,° Harold says. "To retain a sense

of community, people have to have a sense
that they're affecting their own lives."

Helplul Hints
Four steps that make neighborhood
boundaries easier:
L 6et together with otherparents and

nonparents on your hloch. Discuss
neighborhood boundaries.

2. Find three neighborhood boundaries
that everyone agrees on.

3. Publish the boundaries in a one,page
newsletter lo1" everyone in the neigh-
borhood.

4. Have contracts with other parents [or
things like no alcohol at teen parties.

What does this have to do with
neighborhood boundaries? Everything
When you ask people why they dofft take
responsibility for monitoring young people's
behavior in the neighborhood, they point to
fear. They're afraid of the young people. They're
afraid of the kids' parents. In essence, they're
afl'aid of their neighbors.

It's easier to have neighborhood boundaries
when people perceive their neighborhood as a
caring community. You dofft need to be a
community organizer to help create a
neighborhood where neighbors monitor
young people's behavior. All you need to do is to
start getting to know the people who live near
you. Start with the ones who seem friendly.
Get to know the children. Talk with their
parents about boundaries they would like for
their children in the neighborhood. Then
together you can start building this asset.

Ideas lor Neighborhood Boundaries
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• Reapect each other'a property.

• Report ang aaapicioua actioitg.
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Connect, Then Decide
. . Before you decide on appropriate boundaries foryour neighborhood,

zonnect with other neighbors to get to know them. Try these simple
ideas:

• Hold a lront-yard, neighborhood barbecue.
• Organize all the do9 owners to take a WÿLIk together

(with the dogs) once a week.
• Suggest a parent getÿtogether. Ask older youth to

supervise and play with the younger children.
• Contact your local police department and ask lor

help in having a block meeting to discuss saIety.

More Help lor Parents
Side by Side: Exploring Your Neighborhood through
intergenerational Activities by Matt Kaplmÿ This book contains
activities to bring together young people and senior adults to learn

about community and each other. (Published by MIG

....  . Communications.)

Tips tot Monitorinq
Once neighbors aÿree on some common
boundaries, encouraqe each other to:
• Point out boundaries toyouth. For

example, it a neitlhbor Bears younÿ peo-
ple swearing, everyone should support
the neiqhbor xayinq, "We don't use that
hind oI lanÿuaqe in our neighborhood."

• ÿall other neighbors about concerns or
questions. Distribute a neighborhood
directory with names, phone numbers,
and addresses oI neighbors interested in
participatinq.

WoRD
"There's no such thinÿ as other people's children:'

--Hillÿy Rodham Clinton
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