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School Stayino Power
V V between those who

drop out oI school and those
who stay? Researchers Laurence

Steinberg' Blÿadf°rd Br°wn' Sanf°rd ÿ)ÿ!ÿÿÿ3" ÿ I ÿ ÿ
Dornbusch, and Christopher Cross
have identified three factors that

cause young people tO feel          ÿ//LLÿ
disconnected from their schools.
They are

• disinterest,

• boredom, and

• lack of connection.

Those who stay in school and do well have
the opposite experience. They like it there.
They have people who enjoy seeing them
every day and who miss them when they're

your child deserves, sound your voice and flex
your muscle through an organized parent
group. Yoffd be amazed at how parents have
turned schools around."
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What Are lssets?

absent. They have families and friends who
are proud of what they do there. They have
fun and enjoy learning at school; they are
stimulated and challenged. Their school is
accessible to parents and people of color. In
essence, school is a good place for them to be.

Are these the better-funded schools? Not
necessarily "The real reason for the failure of
our schools lies not in absent dollars, but in
our own willingness to sit around in despair,"
writes Mary Susan Miller, Ph.D., in Save Our

Schools. "Tucked away in pockets throughout
the country are schools in which wonderful
things are happening. Pennies from heaven
haven't rained into their budgets, but they
have found ways to work around the
shortfall."

Miller suggests that parents can make a big
difference in improving schools and making
them caring places for young people. "Let's
face it, schools have a lot more parents than
teachers and administrators," she says. "If you

thinkyour child isn't getting the education



5 Ways to Show the School
You Care
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With your child:
1. Make "care packages" for teachers, janitors, the prilqcipal,

and others who work at the school. Include treats, notes of
appreciation, and other small symbols of care.

2. Show up at conferences.

3. Think ofways to boost school spirit. One idea is to hold a
contest for creating a school slogan or designing a school
s3mqbol.

4. Write thank-you notes, leave voice-mail messages, or send

email notes when you're pleased about something at your
child's school.

5. Send a note to teachers the first week of school. In it, tell
them about your child and explain that you want to be
involved.
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Lihino School       + +::: :: <,
II your child does not like scbool,.: a}hSh+er :: : "
or him why. Help your child worh 1o7:ÿ;01ÿ,' /
the problem, so he or she is more able tti.,+:
enjoy school.

More Help for Parents

iN a L  qOl'tD

Boxed In and Bored. This report examines how many middle
schools fail young people and what good middle schools do right.
(Published by Search Institute, www.search-institute.org;
800-888-7828.)

"All the research on dropout prevention can be boiled down to one thing:
Young people are more likely to stay in school and do well it they like it there:'

--Peter C. Scales, Ph.D., researcher and author el Boxed In ÿnd Bored
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