
1.	 Warm up for reading – Students read familiar books.
2.	 Introduction of Play With Shapes! – Introduce Play With Shapes! 	
	 by looking at the cover photo and starting a discussion about what 	
	 they already know about shapes. 
	 Suggested questions to facilitate introductory conversation:
	 •	 Look at the cover. What do you think this book will be about? 		
		  How can you tell?
	 •	Where was this picture taken? Have you ever been to a beach and 	
		  made things in the sand?
	 •	What kinds of shapes do you see in this picture? 
3.	 Skimming and Scanning Play With Shapes! – Use this time to 		
	 introduce or review your lesson focus strategies and/or skills. 
	 Suggested skimming and scanning prompts:  
	 •	 Look at the picture on pg.3. The book mentions solid shapes. 		
		  What is the difference between solid shapes and a shape you 		
		  draw on paper? Use the appropriate terms two-dimensional and 	
		  three-dimensional when discussing this. 
	 •	 Look at the picture on pg.5. What is the child doing with their 		
		  finger? Practice tracing the outline of something on the board 		
		  showing the shape it leaves behind.
	 •	Continue to look at the pictures and identify various shapes the 	
		  children may know always asking if it is a two-dimensional shape 	
		  or a three-dimensional shape. 
	 •	Sometimes when you come to a word you don’t know, you can 	
		  look at the picture for help or you can keep reading on and use 	
		  clues from the rest of the sentence. Don’t forget to use the pictures 	
		  and to keep reading on if you get stuck on a word.

4.	 Reading Play With Shapes! – Students read independently or with a 	
	 partner.
5.	 After reading Play With Shapes! – Open the conversation with a 	
	 question that relates to the comprehension strategy of summarizing 	
	 information. After a brief conversation about the contents of the 		
	 book move to questions that support your lesson focus. 
	 Suggested after reading content connection questions:
	 •	Was this book mostly about two-dimensional shapes or three-
		  dimensional shapes? Why do you think there were more three-
		  dimensional shapes? Emphasize that solid shapes are three-dimensional.
	 •	Review the characteristics of each shape mentioned in the book. 
		  Ask for examples of each shape in the classroom.
	 •	 Look on pages 22 and 23. What solid shapes do you see in the picture?
	 •	Why was the beach a good place to look for solid shapes? 
	 •	What other picture could the author use to talk about solid shapes?
	 Suggested after reading lesson focus prompts:
	 •	 I noticed (student’s name) using (reading strategy) while you were 	
		  reading. Did it help you with your reading? (Repeat this question 	
		  to highlight different reading strategies or skills used by students.)
	 •	Did you think about what you already knew about shapes while 	
		  you were reading? Tell us about it.
	 •	Did you use the pictures while you were reading? How did they 	
		  help?
6.	 After Reading Application for Play With Shapes! – Have students 
	 complete the reproducible by drawing a picture using and identifying 
	 solid shapes using two colors. Have students use one crayon that is 	
	 the color of their choice and a red crayon to outline the shapes they 	
	 use in their drawings.

Summary
This book explores the shapes of three-dimensional objects found at the beach. 

Little World Math: Play With Shapes! TEACHER NOTES

Lesson

Writing Craft	 Comprehension	 Reading Strategies 	 Academic Vocabulary
		  Decoding, & Phonics

Lesson Focuses for Guided Reading (Select lesson focus based on Student’s needs)

Use question or 
  exclamation marks
Use a variety of details 
  to support main 
  ideas
Use text features

Using picture clues
Self-monitoring and self-correcting
Locating known and unknown words

cone
cube
cylinder
form
length
outline
pyramid

shape
solid
sphere

Summarizing information
Connecting text to self 
  using prior knowledge
Asking questions
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	 Standards:
Common Core Math
•	 Describe objects in the environment using names of shapes
•	 Correctly name shapes regardless of their orientations or overall size
•	 Analyze and compare three-dimensional shapes
•	 Model shapes in the world
Common Core Language Arts
•	 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to the subject
•	 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text
•	 Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key details

Guided Reading Level Lexile Level 100th word Total Word Count

G 250 other pg. 12                      216
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