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Rocket Activity Kit




Dear Parents and Educators,

For new readers and writers, the learning process can be daunting. That’s
been true in my twenty years of teaching young readers. What do I have to
do to become a reader and a writer? Now that I teach teachers, we discuss
how to support these new learners.

Tad Hills’s dynamic Rocket books—How Rocket Learned to Read,
Rocket Writes a Story, and Rocket’s Mighty Words—take some of the
unknown out of the learning. The two charming main characters—Rocket

(a dog patterned after Tad’s own pup) and a small yellow bird (who plays

the role of teacher)—walk independent readers and hungry read-aloud
listeners through the processes of learning to read and write.

These books offer important messages to families and especially young
readers and writers:
o It takes time and practice to learn new skills and ideas.
o Working together with others can help generate and expand our ideas.
e Reading and writing are fun!

These books are celebrations of what it takes to become a reader and
a writer. There is no one path to learning, but there are common
experiences we all share—including the joy of a read-aloud and the
moment when a child realizes: “I can do it!” Tad Hills brings these
experiences into focus for our youngest learners, and their grown-ups.

Mollie Welsh Kruger, Ed.D.
Bank Street College of Education
Cochair of the Bank Street Children’s Book Committee
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Write a Story with Rocket!

Using the words from Rocket’s word tree below, write your own story on the lines on the next page!
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Write a Story with Rocket!

Write your own story using words from Rocket’s word tree!
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Your Own Word Tree

In the squares below, write your favorite word and then draw a picture of it. With an adult’s help,

carefully cut out each square and paste it onto your very own word tree on the next page.
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Your Own Word Tree
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Rocket’s Matching Game

Can you match the words below with the pictures that mean the same thing?

Books
Snow
Mud
Stick

Flower

Moon

Owl
Wind
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‘ Rocket’s
Countdown-to-School Calendar‘

Add in birthdays, holidays, and special days for your family. Don’t forget to mark the first day of school!

August 2013

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
1 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

ReadLikeRocket.com
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uCountdown—to-School Calendar

Rocket’s

Add in birthdays, holidays, and special days for your family. Don’t forget to mark the first day of school!

September 2013

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY = WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 1 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30
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Rocket Door Hanger
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s Cut out 1
the door hanger
along the dotted lines.
Fold along the solid line
and paste together.
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Are You Ready to Read & Write with Rocket?

Write a message to a parent, a teacher, a friend, or someone special.

lllustration © 2010 by Tad Hills

lllustration © 2010 by Tad Hills
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Learning is better
with Rocket!

By the ereator of the Nee Fork Times Bestselling How Rocket Learwed to Read

Perfect books
to help your child

read, write, and play!

For more activities, visit

ReadLikeRocket.com!
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