
Interest Level: Grades K–2

Reading Level: Grade 2

Teaching Cloverleaf Books™ 
Fall’s Here!

Titles in this series:
Animals in Fall
Fall Apples
Fall Harvests
Fall Leaves
Fall Pumpkins
Fall Weather

Standards
National Science Education
•	 Life science: life cycles of organisms
•	 Earth and space science: changes in the earth and sky

AAAS Benchmarks for Science Literacy
•	 The Physical Setting The Earth: Know that the 

temperature and amount of rain (or snow) tend to be high, 
low, or medium in the same months every year.

•	 Habits of Mind Communication Skills: Be able to 
draw pictures that portray some features of the thing being 
described. 	
Be able to interpret pictures, drawings, and videos of real-
world objects and events.

Common Core Reading (Informational Text)
•	 Key Ideas and Details
•	 Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

Common Core Writing
•	 Text types and purposes
•	 Research to build and present knowledge

Multiple Intelligences 
Utilized

•	 Verbal-linguistic, visual-spatial, bodily-kinesthetic, 
interpersonal, intrapersonal
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2 T E A C H I N G   F A L L ’ S  H E R E !

Prepare
•	Copy Fall Spider Chart p. 6 for 
each student. To save paper, you 
might ask students to copy the 
spider chart to their own paper 
instead of making copies.

•	Prepare to show Fall Spider Chart 
p. 6 electronically.

Pretest
•	What happens in fall?

Read
•	Read the Fall’s Here! series.

Discuss
•	What is fall? How is fall different 
from other seasons?

Model
•	Show Fall Spider Chart p. 6 
electronically. 

•	Demonstrate how to write one 
characteristic of fall on a line in 
Fall Spider Chart p. 6.

Practice
•	Give each student a copy of Fall 
Spider Chart p. 6, or ask them to 
copy it to their own paper.

•	Students will complete Fall Spider 
Chart p. 6 with features of fall.

Evaluate
•	Review completed Fall Spider 
Chart p. 6 to assess understanding 
of the series content and use of 
this graphic organizer.

Lesson 1
Features of Fall

Materials
•	Fall’s Here! series
•	Fall Spider Chart p. 6
•	pencils

Purpose
Students will use a spider chart to brainstorm 
characteristics of fall. 
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3 T E A C H I N G   F A L L ’ S  H E R E !

Prepare
•	Find a spot in your classroom for 
the mural. Tape white butcher 
paper to a wall as a base. 

Pretest
•	How can you tell when it is fall?

Read
•	Read the Fall’s Here! series.

Discuss
•	What happens outdoors in fall? 
What happens indoors? What 
special foods or activities do we 
have in fall?

Model
•	As a class, brainstorm ideas about 
what kinds of things should be in 

a fall mural. List the ideas on the 
board for reference.

Practice
•	Students will draw pictures of 
things related to fall and make 
items out of construction paper.

•	Help students glue or tape their 
fall items to the mural.

Evaluate
•	Observe students’ participation 
and output during the mural 
project.

Purpose
Students will make a classroom mural about fall.

Lesson 2
Fall Mural

Materials
•	Fall’s Here! series
•	construction paper
•	scissors
•	glue
•	crayons or markers
•	tape
•	butcher paper
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4 T E A C H I N G   F A L L ’ S  H E R E !

Prepare
•	Make a copy of Pumpkin Life 
Cycle Chart p. 7 for each student.

Pretest
•	What is a process? What is a life cycle? 

Read
•	Read the Fall’s Here! series. This 
lesson focuses on the book Fall 
Pumpkins.

Model
•	Discuss the steps in the process of 
making a peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich. What would happen 
if you cut the sandwich in half 
before you put peanut butter on 
the bread?

•	What is a cycle? How is a cycle like 
a process?

•	Explain that plants, including 
pumpkins, have steps in their 
life cycles too. (These steps are 
seedling, flower, green pumpkin, 
and orange pumpkin.)

•	Review Pumpkin Life Cycle Chart 
p. 7.

Practice
•	Complete Pumpkin Life Cycle 
Chart p. 7. Then cut out the four 
drawings, mix them up, and put 
them back in the correct order.

Discuss
•	What would happen if the steps in 
the pumpkin’s life cycle were out 
of order? Why is the order of the 
steps important?

Evaluate
•	Evaluate Pumpkin Life Cycle Chart 
p. 7 for accuracy.

Lesson 3
Pumpkin Life Cycle

Materials
•	Fall’s Here! Series
•	Pumpkin Life Cycle Chart p. 7
•	pencils

Purpose
Students will learn and put in order the stages of 
a pumpkin’s life cycle.
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5 T E A C H I N G   F A L L ’ S  H E R E !

Pretest
•	What is a story? What makes a story 
good?

Read
•	Read the Fall’s Here! series.

Model
•	What parts does a story have? What 
details should a story include? 

•	What do you like about fall? What 
fun activities happen in fall?

Practice
•	Each student will write a story 
about something fun that happens 
in fall. Students should include 
details of where and when the 
activity happens, as well as who is 
involved.

•	If space allows, put the stories on 
a bulletin board for the rest of the 
class to read.

Discuss
•	What did you like about writing 
this story?

Evaluate
•	Evaluate stories for understanding 
of fall themes.

Prepare
•	Make a copy of Sensing Fall p. 8 
for each student.

Pretest
•	What are your senses? What do we 
use them for?

Read
•	Read Fall’s Here! series.

Model
•	Ask students to close their eyes 
and imagine it is fall. What do they 
smell? Hear? Taste? Feel? See?

Practice
•	Have students fill in the blanks in 
Sensing Fall p. 8.

Discuss
•	Did thinking about your senses 
help you think of anything 
different about fall?

•	What sense is your favorite in the 
fall?

Evaluate
•	To assess student understanding of 
the unit, evaluate after completing 
the lessons in the Fall’s Here! 
teaching guide.

Purpose
Students will write stories about what they enjoy 
about fall.

Purpose
Students will demonstrate their knowledge of 
the sights, sounds, smells, and tastes of fall.

Lesson 4
Write a Story about Fall

Assessment
Sensing Fall

Materials
•	Fall’s Here! series
•	paper
•	pencils

Materials
•	Fall’s Here! series
•	Sensing Fall p. 8
•	pencils
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6	 Teaching Fall’s Here!

Name 

Spider Map

Directions: What words have to do with fall? Write those words at the end of each line. 

Fall
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8	 Teaching Fall’s Here!

Name �

Sensing Fall

Directions: Fill in the blanks with things you sense in fall.

	 1.	 In fall, I like the taste of .

	 2.	 My favorite fall smell is .

	 3.	 I like to touch  in fall.

	 4.	 The sound of  tells me it is fall.

	 5.	 I see  in fall.
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