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Assignment 1: THE NARRATIVE ESSAY 

Review  

What is a narrative essay?  

A narrative essay is a type of essay that has a central idea, around which the whole narrative 
revolves. All incidents, happenings, and characters revolve around a single idea presented in the 
narrative. A narrative essay is similar to a simple five-paragraph essay, in that it has the same 
format. It is only different in that it is a narrative, having characters, incidents, and dialogues, 
basically, a story.  

Difference Between a Narrative Essay and a Short Story 

A narrative essay has a specific format, specific aspect to discover, and a specific idea. It revolves 
around that idea set by the writer before writing the essay. A short story, however, is different from a 
narrative essay in that it does not revolve around a pre-set idea, and that it does not have a specific 
format. Also, a short story always leaves readers at a critical point with the desire to discover more. 
In complete opposite, a narrative essay ends when the readers are fully satisfied. It has a clear end, 
resolution.  

Elements of a Narrative Essay 

A narrative essay has three required elements: character, theme, and dialogue. 

Character  

Characters are an important part of a narrative essay. Even if the essay is autobiographical in nature, 
the person writing the essay is a character involving some other characters who act, behave, and do 
like all other characters presented in stories and novels. 

Theme or Idea 

A narrative essay revolves around a theme or idea. This theme or idea is presented in its thesis 
statement, which breaks it down into three distinct evidences. These three distinct evidences are 
then further elaborated through characters in body paragraphs. 

Dialogue 

Dialogue is used to capture the conversation between characters. In a narrative essay, dialogue is 
the third important element, without which the characters lose their worth and liveliness. 

 

 

https://literarydevices.net/narrative/
https://literarydevices.net/essay/
https://literarydevices.net/short-story/
https://literarydevices.net/character/
https://literarydevices.net/theme/
https://literarydevices.net/dialogue/
https://literarydevices.net/thesis/
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The Narrative Essay Thesis 

This thesis is much like a thesis for any essay. The basic situation of your narrative should be 

explained in the first paragraph. 

 

Examples of Narrative Essay: 

https://www.roanestate.edu/owl/Holiday.html 

https://www.roanestate.edu/owl/Leandro.html 

https://www.roanestate.edu/owl/Small.html 

 

 

 

 

https://www.roanestate.edu/owl/Holiday.html
https://www.roanestate.edu/owl/Leandro.html
https://www.roanestate.edu/owl/Small.html
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Your Narrative Essay Topic: Writing from Mine’ Okubo’s perspective, tell the story of one 

episode in her struggle to become visible again after leaving the internment camp. Use 

narrative techniques described in this packet and incorporate information from sources about 

Okubo’s life to write an original narrative essay to answer the question, “How did Okubo 

become visible again after her life in the internment camp?” Your narrative must end with the 

sentence, “I was visible again.”. 

 

The essay has 2 components that must be done to receive full credit: 

 A completed plot outline – 50 points 

 A typed or handwritten 5-paragragph essay – 50 points  

 

SOURCES FOR THIS ESSAY CAN BE FOUND IN REMIND IF YOU DID NOT TEAR THEM FROM YOUR WORKBOOK  
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*historical context: your story should take place during WWII   
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PLOT OUTLINE FORM 
plan your essay 
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Here is how the 5-paragraph narrative essay will be graded, and how you can earn all 50 point of this portion of your 

grade: 

Narrative Writing Rubric 

 

 

 

How to submit your TYPED essay: 

>Go to edugoodies.com 

>click on “SCS email” 

>log in to your email (i.e. 123456@student.scsk12.org) 

>open a new Microsoft Word document 

>Go to “file”, “save as” and type in “Your Name” 

>Go back to the word document and start typing. 

>It should automatically save as you work if you need to stop and come back to it 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

>Click share in the upper right corner 

>8-1 students: Put in email: starksjn@scsk12.org (Jamaica N. Starks)  

>8-2 students: Put in email: mcallistera@scsk12.org (Amari McAllister)  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Handwritten essays & Assignment 2 (below): Submit a Photos on Remind 

mailto:starksjn@scsk12.org
mailto:mcallistera@scsk12.org
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Assignment 2: GRAMMAR & VOCABULARY ENRICHMENT 
 

SUBJUNCTIVES 
8.L.CSE.1 
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ACTIVE & PASSIVE VOICE 
8.L.CSE.1 
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8.RI.KID.3 
 

 
 
 
 

What is the main idea of this text? >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

C. Why is the title significant? What is ironic about it? Please reference the text in your response: 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_ 
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Make Flash Cards for 10 prefixes, 10 base words, and 10 suffixes. Create a test (yes, you create a test) for your words. 
For extra practice, be creative put it in a Kahoot game, AND post it in Remind to challenge your fellow classmates. 
Maybe create an Instagram poll each day to quiz your fellow classmates! Screen shot some of their engagement, and 
post it in Remind as proof. 
 

 
 

 


