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Growth is an ongoing reality within the Bismarck Public
Schools district. The Bismarck area has experienced
significant population growth in recent years, which is
evident when looking at school enrollment trends. Past
school years have seen the district welcome a
record-breaking number of students, and projections
indicate that trend will continue in the future. 

During the 2023-2024 school year the district met a
number of important goals in furtherance of its Mission
of "Empowering every learner to thrive." BPS compared
favorably with state-wide measurements such as
cost-to-educate, standardized testing, and other
important indicators. Additionally, evident within this
report is the high quality of staff members employed by
the district. When examining staff data, one will notice
that BPSis fortunate to have a wealth of seasoned
educators on its team, many of whom possess
advanced credentials.

As we prepare for the challenges of the 21st century
workforce, we look forward to equipping our students
with the tools they need to prosper.

Bismarck Public Schools is the
largest school district in the state,
with 13,732 K-12 students on the
first day of 2023-2024. We have over
500 classrooms in 18 grade
schools, 3 middle schools, 3 senior
high schools, an alternative high
school, a Career Academy and
Technical Center, and an early
childhood education program
(BECEP).

 All BPS schools are "accredited with
commendation" by the North Dakota
Department of Public Instruction and
North Central Association of Colleges
and the Schools. Some schools have
received "Blue Ribbon" awards, a
high national honor. Bismarck Public
Schools requires 24 credits to
graduate from high school; close to
20% of students in grades 10-12 are
members of the National Honor
Society, and 16% of the seniors are
Presidential Academic Fitness Award
winners, maintaining an A- or higher
GPA and score at the 85th percentile
or above on a national achievement
test.
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ENROLLMENT: BPS is the largest district in the
state of North Dakota with 13,794 K-12
students at the time of this report, and 371 Pre-
K students in the early childhood education
program.

INNOVATION: BPS includes 18 elementary
schools, 3 middle schools, 3 high schools, an
alternative high school, the Bismarck Early
Childhood Education Center (BECEP), and the
Adult Learning Center. The district operates
three cutting-edge Career and Technical
Education sites, including the state’s first
dedicated student Career Academy. 
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Demographics

Indigenous: 9.8%  

Caucasian: 79.04%

          African American: 4.71%
Hispanic: 3.75%    
Other: 2.7%            

Around 5,000 BPS
students in the
district utilize busing
services daily

3% of students are
enrolled within the
English Learner
program and speak
over 60 languages

Over 400 students
enrolled in Pre-K with
Bismarck Early
Childhood Education

14% of the total
enrollment within
BPS qualifies for
special education
services







For the 2023-2024 School
Year, BPS had a budget of $220.1 Million

It cost BPS $12,915 to
educate a student in 2023-
2024. 

The state average was
$15,290






