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C O M M E N C E M E N T  S P E A K E R

HOWARD BOOKER
Executive Director, In-N-Out Burger Foundation

Howard Booker is a passionate advocate for children and 

vulnerable populations, dedicating his career to making a 

lasting impact in the nonprofit sector. Since 2006, he has 

served with the In-N-Out Burger Foundation, an organization 

committed to preventing child abuse and neglect by supporting 

nonprofits that care for children and youth. Now serving as the Foundation’s Executive 

Director, Howard leads with a deep commitment to both the mission and the people 

behind it.

Before stepping into his leadership role at the Foundation, Howard spent four years in 

In-N-Out Burger’s Customer Service Department and another four years working in 

the restaurants, giving him a well-rounded understanding of the company’s culture and 

values. With over 25 years at In-N-Out Burger, he has become a respected leader known 

for his expertise in philanthropy and mission-driven impact.

Howard is also an experienced speaker and educator, having guest lectured at Vanguard 

University, Concordia University, and multiple California State University campuses. 

His academic background includes a Master’s Degree in Business Administration from 

Vanguard University and a Bachelor’s degree in Business Communications from California 

State University, Fullerton.

Beyond his professional work, Howard is deeply invested in mentoring and shaping 

the next generation. He has mentored children and youth for years, with a passion for 

speaking identity and helping young people discover their purpose. He actively leads a 

junior high boys’ life group and is involved in coaching his sons’ sports teams. Howard 

is a devoted husband to Marissa, his wife of 15 years, and a proud father to Elijah (16) 

and Marcus (13). He enjoys playing, coaching, and refereeing sports, volunteering in 

his community and engaging with causes close to his heart. While he considers himself 

a decent cook and a washed-up athlete, he excels at power napping and has also 

mastered the fine art of dad jokes. Howard and his family live in Lake Forest, California, 

where they are active members of Saddleback Church.



GRADUATE STUDENT SPEAKER

CAVARIO JACKSON 
Cavario is a proud native of Riviera Beach, FL, now residing in 

Atlanta, GA. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in International Business 

and an MBA with a concentration in Entrepreneurship. He currently 

works in Revenue Management for Delta Airlines, with a professional 

background that includes experience in mergers and acquisitions, corporate strategy and 

economic development in the renewable energy sector.

Now pursuing a Master of Arts in Theology from Vanguard University, Cavario is 

committed to serving God’s people in whatever way God instructs him. This degree is 

a foundational step in a broader journey toward formal ministerial training. His time at 

Vanguard has been both spiritually enriching and academically empowering—equipping 

him with a deeper love for God’s Word and greater reverence for Kingdom work.

Cavario is a devoted husband to his beautiful wife, Cyprianna Jackson—his best friend and 

biggest supporter. Together, they share a joyful life with their 18-month-old son, Cy, whose 

bright personality and intelligence inspire Cavario daily. He also attributes much of who 

he is today to his loving and hardworking parents, Sharron Simmons and Gary Jackson, 

whose guidance and support have shaped his character and faith.

Beyond work and ministry, he enjoys playing basketball, reading, acting and watching 

well-written movies and TV shows—a source of inspiration for his own creative journey. 

Acting is a newfound passion that he believes God will one day use for His glory. Cavario 

is honored to represent the graduating class and gives all glory to God for the journey. 

S T U D E N T  S P E A K E R



LIVE COVERAGE OF COMMENCEMENT IS AVAILABLE AT VANGUARD.EDU/LIVE

C O M M E N C E M E N T 
P R O G R A M



PRELUDE MUSIC

VANGUARD UNIVERSITY JAZZ ENSEMBLE
KENNETH R. FOERCH, DMA, DIRECTOR

PROCESSIONAL*

POMP & CIRCUMSTANCE………………………………………………………SIR EDWARD ELGAR 

                                                                                                               ARR. MARK WILLIAMS
VANGUARD UNIVERSITY JAZZ ENSEMBLE

WELCOME

MICHAEL J. BEALS, PHD
PRESIDENT

INVOCATION*

THE REVEREND RICHARD M. GUERRA (BA ’78, MA ‘89)
SUPERINTENDENT, SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA NETWORK OF THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD 

GREE TING

THE REVEREND DOUG GREEN, DMIN
FOUNDING PASTOR, NORTH HILLS CHURCH

CHAIR, VANGUARD UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

C O M M E N C E M E N T  2 0 2 5

PRESIDING

MICHAEL J. BEALS, PHD (BA ’81, MA ’89) 
PRESIDENT

GRAND MARSHAL

GARY TYRA, DMIN 
PROFESSOR OF BIBLICAL AND PRACTICAL THEOLOGY, SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY

*THOSE WHO ARE ABLE, PLEASE STAND



C O M M E N C E M E N T  2 0 2 5

SONG OF PRAISE AND ADORATION*

MOVE OF GOD..................................................................................................... SEU WORSHIP 
VANGUARD WORSHIP COLLECTIVE 

BODIE KULJIAN (BA ’15), WORSHIP DIRECTOR

INTRODUC TION OF COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

MICHAEL J. BEALS, PHD
PRESIDENT

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

HOWARD BOOKER (MBA ’08)
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, IN-N-OUT BURGER FOUNDATION

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR BACCALAUREATE DEGREES 

RYAN T. HARTWIG, PHD
PROVOST AND VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 

CONFERRAL OF BACCALAUREATE DEGREES

SONG OF DEDICATION

WHO ELSE ..................................................................................................GATEWAY WORSHIP
VANGUARD WORSHIP COLLECTIVE

INTRODUC TION OF GRADUATE STUDENT SPEAKER

FELISHA FORD, PHD 
PRESIDENT AND DEAN OF JAKES DIVINITY SCHOOL

GRADUATE STUDENT SPEAKER

CAVARIO JACKSON 
MASTER OF ARTS IN THEOLOGY  

*THOSE WHO ARE ABLE, PLEASE STAND



C O M M E N C E M E N T  2 0 2 5

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR MASTER ’S DEGREES 

RYAN T. HARTWIG, PHD  
PROVOST AND VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 

CONFERRAL OF MASTER ’S DEGREES 

HOODING OF MASTER ’S DEGREE RECIPIENTS

SONG OF DEDICATION

WHAT A GOD........................................................................................................ SEU WORSHIP
VANGUARD WORSHIP COLLECTIVE

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION WELCOME

HEATHER (RACHELS BA ’02) CLEMENTS
DIRECTOR OF ALUMNI

CLOSING REMARKS

MICHAEL J. BEALS, PHD
PRESIDENT

BENEDIC TION*

REGINALDO “CHIP” ESPINOZA, PHD (MA ‘04) 
DEAN, STRATEGY AND INNOVATION 

PARENT OF GRADUATE 

RECESSIONAL*

WORD ………..……………………………..……………………………………………………..JEFF JARVIS
JAZZ ENSEMBLE

*THOSE WHO ARE ABLE, PLEASE STAND

NOTE: PLEASE REMAIN IN YOUR SEATS UNTIL THE RECESSIONAL HAS LEFT THE WORSHIP CENTER. 

WE ENCOURAGE ALL PARTICIPANTS AND GUESTS TO REFRAIN FROM ENGAGING IN BEHAVIOR THAT 
DISRUPTS THE CEREMONY OR PREVENTS ANYONE IN ATTENDANCE FROM HEARING EACH GRADUATE’S 

NAME OR SEEING EACH GRADUATE WALK ACROSS THE STAGE. 

LIVE COVERAGE OF COMMENCEMENT IS AVAILABLE AT VANGUARD.EDU/LIVE

*THOSE WHO ARE ABLE, PLEASE STAND



C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 5 
G R A D U A T E S



H O N O R S

Provisional honors are noted in this program for graduating undergraduates who 
have completed the requisite number of credits at Vanguard University according to 
the Academic Catalog and have met one of the grade point average requirements as 
of the end of the fall 2024 semester:

*cum laude (with honor) 3.50-3.69

**magna cum laude (with high honor) 3.70-3.89

***summa cum laude (with highest honor, signified by gold cords) 3.90-4.00

†active military service and veterans

PLATINUM & BLUE CORDS are worn by members of Psi Chi Pi, International 

Honor Society of Psychology. 

GREEN & GOLD CORDS are worn by members of Sigma Beta Delta, 

International Honor Society of Business.

ORCHID & WHITE CORDS are worn by members of Sigma Theta Tau, 

International Honor Society of Nursing.

BURGUNDY & GOLD CORDS are worn by members of Tau Kappa, National 

Honor Society for Alpha Sigma Lambda of adult learners.

RED, WHITE & BLUE CORDS are worn by graduates of all branches of the 

United States military. This is a service recognition and we are grateful for their 

service to our country.

Program lists graduates approved by the Registrar as of April 3, 2025.



Graduates will be announced in order of academic college/school and department

C O L L E G E  O F  A RT S  
A N D  S C I E N C E S

U N D E R G R A D U A T E  P R O G R A M S

D E PA R T M E N T  O F 
P S Y C H O L O G Y

B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S

Haydee Nicole Barrios

Christopher Yong Brown †

Mya Vanessa Crespo

Kyria Rena Croney*

Veronica L. Hatter

Virginia Elaine Hickman***

Kimmie Yoojin Kim*** †

Melissa LeAnne Quesada** †

Cherie Annett Thompson***

Andrew Scott Warren*** †

D E PA R T M E N T  O F 
N U R S I N G

B A C H E L O R  O F 
S C I E N C E  I N 
N U R S I N G

Joshua Nicholo R. Deang***

Gwenivir M. Gomez***

Cristina Halmajan Bolocan**

Sujin Ham**

Haram Ji

Matthew D. Kim***

Jennifer Doniella Littlefield

Imanol Lopez Jimenez***

Katharyn M. Makaroff***

Mikee Andrea Quiambao***

Jiyoon Sung***

Peter Scott Swanson***

Jennifer Lyn Thomas



Graduates will be announced in order of academic college/school and department

C O L L E G E  O F  A RT S  
A N D  S C I E N C E S

G R A D U A T E  P R O G R A M S

D E PA R T M E N T 
O F  C L I N I C A L 
P S Y C H O L O G Y 

M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E

Samantha Renee Arellano

Ryan M. Bartlett

Chloe Elise Bastajian

Spencer James Blair

Aaleah Nicole Brown

Rachel Sara Burdick

Paul D. Capone

Kaitlin Mary Carter

Alexander Chavez-Siles

Caryn N. Congdon

Natasha L. Darkwah

Sydney Jean Egan

Natalie Chloe Escher

Kayla Joy Gooden

Sarah Lynn Gristschuk

Amy Harutunian

Ulysses Hernandez

Chloe E. Hovorka

Christine Little

Sarahi Marroquin Jijon

Candace Alexis Martinez

Katie Hoang Nguyen

Jessica Roselyn Pambakian

Jack Evan Pascua

Michael Shane Patrick

Benjamin Portillo

Elizabeth Jane Prowten

Michelle Sanchez

Jennifer Ann Scheumann

Helena Witt Shipley

Natalie Noelle Smith

Jasmine R. Soto

Wesley Seketoa Tameifuna

Stacey Ann Trueblood Paulhus

Chrix Jodek Zzyzx

D E PA R T M E N T  O F 
N U R S I N G

M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E 
I N  N U R S I N G

Moses H. Park Jr.

Emily Anne Robuffo

Christie E. Tan 

D E PA R T M E N T  O F 
B I O L O G Y

M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E 

BIOTECHNOLOGY 

Charlize Espinoza

Kailey Friesen 

Janelle Layug

Natalia Lynn Willis



Graduates will be announced in order of academic college/school and department

PAT T Y  A RV I E L O  S C H O O L  O F 
B U S I N E S S  A N D  M A N A G E M E N T

U N D E R G R A D U A T E  P R O G R A M S

G R A D U A T E  P R O G R A M S

D E PA R T M E N T  O F 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N A L 
P S Y C H O L O G Y

M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E

INDUSTRIAL - 
ORGANIZATIONAL 
PSYCHOLOGY

Stewart Josue Alvayero

Bailey Elise Coffin

Chelsea Rose Coltman

Rebecca G. Cunningham

Natalie Tanya Davidian

Alyssa Margaret Fong

Ashley Renee Klopfenstein

Ingrid Jasmine Lopez

Marina Demarre Marran-Fischer

Mariah Marie Paez

Mallory I. Pazin

Puria Rahbarnia

Noritzu Tapia

Julie Sun Yoo

D E PA R T M E N T 
O F  B U S I N E S S  & 
M A N A G E M E N T

B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S

BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 

Noelle Alvarez

Jeremy L. Ortiz* †

Jaden Marie Shipley*



D E PA R T M E N T  O F 
E A R LY  C H I L D H O O D 
E D U C A T I O N

B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S

Haley Maniscalco**

S C H O O L  O F  E D U C AT I O N

D E PA R T M E N T 
O F  G R A D U A T E 
E D U C A T I O N

M A S T E R  O F  A R T S

Izmary Ayala

Callie Christine Bickmore

Dustin R. Cornejo

Gianna Rae Fuentes

Megan Elizabeth Githens

Christopher Michael Gutierrez

Valeria Fernanda Marroquin

Maureen Clare McCarthy

Kaitlyn Rae Prickett

Karl Lee Reid

Ashley Alexa Reyes

Crystal Bleu Stevenson

Jordyn Giovanna Sweem

Dominique Rachael Walker

Phillip Joseph Willis 

U N D E R G R A D U A T E  P R O G R A M S

G R A D U A T E  P R O G R A M S



S C H O O L  O F  T H E O L O G Y 
A N D  M I N I S T RY

D E PA R T M E N T 
O F  G R A D U A T E 
T H E O L O G Y

M A S T E R  O F  A R T S

LEADERSHIP STUDIES

Marcus W. Gill †

Diane Elise Grams

Than Chee Keong

Powell H. Lemons II

Haley Faith Martnick

Jarred Abraham Mazzaferro

Jorge Paredes

Cesar Augusto Vasconcelos Pires

Blake Tyler Rodriguez

Eng Wee Seah

Edmund Tay

Rashaud Nathaniel Gleason
Thomas Williams

Eileen Toh

Sylvia H. Vigil

THEOLOGY

Chiong Xiao Ting

Brian Kim Dunlap †

Mary Ann Hooks

Cavario Sammuel Jackson

William Eric Kiehnle

Ee Chin Lam

Ricardo Martinez

Benjamin Joseph Nickerson II

Jasmine Nicole Stafford

Kelvin Tan

Lynn Tan 

Bridget Lynn Watson Wiefels

Matthias Yeo

U N D E R G R A D U A T E  P R O G R A M S

G R A D U A T E  P R O G R A M S

Graduates will be announced in order of academic college/school and department

D E PA R T M E N T  O F 
U N D E R G R A D U A T E 
T H E O L O G Y

B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S

Jessica Alcala***

Juan Daniel Allen

Danny Bond*

Wayne Jackson Boyd***

Melissa M. Carter

Jimmy Gomez***

Kem L. Fletcher Jones**

Chong Hin Min***

Alexis Brianna Jones***

Lillian Jones

Joshua Fu Beng Koh***

Naomi Lee**

Lu Kok Leng***

Kenneth E. Martinez***

Adrian Paul Nunez***

Jorgino Ortega †

Ethen Matthew Quezada

Maribel Victoria Ramirez

Esmeralda Rios †

Noemi Rivas

Jo Ann Ruff

Ana Isavel Soanes***

Nicky S. Stade

Jonathan Gmoln Thonglom**

Kendall Connie Valenzuela***

Aries Santoso Zulkarnain***



A F T E R  T H E  C E R E M O N Y

After the ceremony, remain seated until all the graduates have exited. Upon leaving 

the Worship center, please immediately depart the premises to allow Mariners 

Church to prepare and transition for their evening engagements. We ask that your 

graduate reception and celebratory photographs be taken off the Mariners campus. 

Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation.   



M I S S I O N  S TAT E M E N T

The mission of Vanguard University is to pursue knowledge, cultivate 

character, deepen faith and equip each student for a Spirit-empowered life of 

Christ-centered leadership and service.

VA N G U A R D  U N I V E R S I T Y 
B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S

Douglas Green, Chair*

Cindee Heath, Vice-Chair*

Danny de Leon, Jr., Secretary*

Michael J. Beals (ex-officio)* 

Tony Choi 

Lettie Cowie*

Cindee Frenn  

Richard M. Guerra (ex-officio)* 

Kendall Kasper (ex-officio) 

Byron Klaus †

Bonnie Livingston 

Jeff Motske

Michelle Norman 

Jim Peugh 

David Oddo* 

Dale Oquist* 

Donn Rediger †  

Philip D. Robinette †  

Melinda Sweany 

Allen Tennison

Donna K. Wallace

Debora Wondercheck 

Steve Vinson 

*Executive Committee Members 

†Trustee Emeritus


