
Welcome to our Spring 2025 Alumni Newsletter 

Our Egyptian geese and goslings have added a splash of joy to campus! 

Save the Date: Join our Golden Anniversary Celebration Next Year! 

Saturday, May 30, 2026 at TASIS England 

"We must bring together old dreams with new realities into a fusion of international cooperation and 

communication, ever more essential as the world pinches us closer and closer together." 

– Mary Crist Fleming, Founder and Director Emerita of TASIS Schools 

These wise and visionary words were written by Mary Crist Fleming in 1975, just one year before she 

opened the second TASIS School: TASIS The American School in England. 

Our entire community is invited to TASIS England to celebrate our 50th anniversary on Saturday, May 30, 

2026. 

Let us know if you would like to join our planning committee. We are delighted that the Class of 1986 is 

organizing its 40th reunion on campus to coincide with this special and historical celebration. 

We would also love to hear from the School's first students, our alumni who graduated in 1977. 

Introducing our First Lyle Rigg Scholar 

We are delighted to announce that Harper, who will enter Grade 11 

this August, has received our first Lyle Rigg Scholarship. 

Harper is an exceptional student who joins us from the US, having 

previously studied at TASIS England from 2021 to 2024. She truly 

embraces our School's mission to be a principled, open-minded, and 

compassionate member of a global community. In addition to her 

outstanding academic achievements, Harper is an accomplished 

basketball player and musician. 

Harper can't wait to join us in August and states: 

“I am honored to return to TASIS England as the first recipient of the Lyle Rigg Scholarship, not only to 

continue my academic journey, but to further immerse myself in the community that has given me so many 

opportunities. I enjoy being involved in many aspects of school life, including sports, music, Student Council, 

the Admissions ambassador program, and community service. 

I like to think of myself as a competitive basketball player. I feel motivated to apply what I’ve learned on the 

court this year to the TASIS England girls’ basketball program, and, hopefully, lead the team to the ISAA 

championship once again. Music is another important part of my life, and I plan to continue playing piano and 

challenge myself to pass further ABRSM exams. I was thankful to have been elected class president in ninth 

grade, and I am excited to potentially rejoin the Student Council to continue advocating for and serving my 

classmates. I also enjoyed representing the school as an Admissions ambassador, and I feel passionate about 

helping improve student outreach and strengthening the ambassador program. My commitment to community 

service is something that I hope to further contribute to upon my return. I am eager to extend service projects 

off campus to benefit the wider community. 

As I look ahead, I am grateful for the opportunity to rejoin the TASIS England community and immerse myself 

in an environment where I’ve always felt welcomed, valued, and at home.” 

Thank you to all of our generous alumni donors who have made this opportunity possible. We aim to 

announce a new Lyle Rigg Scholar each year. If you wish to support the fund, you can donate here . 

Reunion News 

All-Class Reunion in New York 

Our all-class alumni reunion in New York City on Friday, February 28, was a success! In addition to past 

students, we were delighted to be joined by alumni faculty, including former Headmaster Dennis 

Manning and Administrator Mick Bett. Keep an eye on our social channels for future reunion dates. 

See more photos 

Calling Alumni from Classes of 2019-2024 

Will you be available on Tuesday, May 20, or Wednesday, May 

28? 

Thank you to all our recent graduates who supported our 

College Counseling-led alumni panel in March, advising our 

students on post-graduation pathways. 

We are looking for more volunteers to speak with TASIS 

England students about your experience at your university or 

in your gap year. We want to hear your advice and insights! 

In-Person or Virtually: Alumni Panel for Grade 11 Future Pathways Course, Tuesday, May 20, 12 - 1 

p.m. 

In-Person: Alumni Uni Chat, Wednesday, May 28, 12 - 12:40 p.m. 

The College Counseling department will send further details by email, including the registration link in 

early May. To receive this email, please ensure your correct email is in our database. You can update your 

email here . 

Some News from You 

We love to hear your personal and professional news, so please update us at alumni@tasisengland.org . 

Jason Schmidt has progressed his love of learning to a career in 

education. He shares the joy of family life with his partner Molly and 

their adorable son Luca. 

Jason, Molly, and baby Luca 

"After 10 years of teaching overseas at IBDP world schools, I have returned to Washington DC! I am the 

DP coordinator for Maryland International School and teach a 425/632 Methods of Teaching Secondary 

English course at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC) campus. My partner, Molly, and I 

had a beautiful baby boy, Luca, last January. I hope the rest of my class is happy and healthy!" 

Tokyo to London – 30 years on! It was fantastic to welcome Teppei 

Yamashita and his sons, Kotaro and Tao, to campus last month and we are 

pleased to share Teppei's news. 

Sightseeing at Greenwich, London, a UNESCO World Teppei happily re-explores TASIS England 30 years 

Heritage Site on with his sons 

"It's been over 30 years since I graduated from TASIS England and it was nice to have been able to 

revisit especially with my children after so many years. After graduating, I started college in the US 

at Savannah College of Art and Design, Georgia! Since I missed the UK so much, I ended up transferring 

to Goldsmiths College, University of London to finish my degree in Design. 

After that, I worked in a Japanese animation company, licensing its titles and IP to the international 

market, worked as an English language teacher, translator and interpreter, and so forth, and now work in 

Tokyo, Japan, for an advertising company, K&L Inc . This agency has been servicing many well-known 

Japanese companies for their marketing and communication in other countries globally. I am responsible 

for our India branch as a managing director. I go back and forth between Japan and India, spending a 

quarter or more of the year in India. 

My children are Kotaro and Tao Yamashita. They are 15 and 13 years old, respectively. Kotaro just finished 

junior high school and will attend high school this spring. They live in Kyoto with their mother (my ex). I 

visit them as frequently as I can and take them out, and this UK trip was an example of that – a boys' day 

out, as you may call it! 

They are both very creative and also like the outdoors. Kotaro has been really into "Fixed bike" and has 

learned many tricks. He did it so much that he broke his first bike in less than half a year. Tao has been 

into working out and can now do "single-hand" press-ups! They are both beautiful and talented, and I am 

sure they will make many great friends globally, and I will support and encourage that." 

Congratulations to Maria Martinez, our local counseling psychologist and 

psychotherapist. 

Maria Martinez, Class of 2014 Maria's practice based in Stoke Poges 

"I’m happy to share that I’ve completed my doctorate in Counseling Psychology and now offer private 

therapy and ADHD assessments for adults, both in person (in Stoke Poges, Buckinghamshire) and 

remotely (across the UK). I work with a range of issues including anxiety, low mood, relationship 

difficulties, trauma, self-esteem, and more. My approach is integrative, collaborative, and grounded in 

evidence-based practice (CBT, Psychodynamic, Person-centered, and Existential approaches). If you or 

someone you know could benefit from a supportive, non-judgmental space to talk things through, feel 

free to contact me or pass my details along. You can learn more about my work here ." 

Venture Capital professional Iva Skojo recently completed the Paris 

Marathon and is proud to introduce her company to our community. 

Iva looking remarkably cool following her marathon in Paris this April! 

When Iva isn't running marathons, she is busy running conferences, venture capital, and start-up 

communities! In addition, to maximize that sense of accomplishment and service to others, Iva also 

owns a private consulting company and venture studio, Club Y . With a dynamic and fast-moving career to 

date, Iva has worked for New York’s Largest accelerator ERA New York, actively assisted 2 successful start- 

ups, Releese (in which she was the founder and CEO), and has received many awards at Columbia & 

Alinea Invest. 

If you are looking for start-up funding, Iva could be a lucrative connection having helped fundraise over 

$20 million for multiple startups including Fintech, AI, and Space Technology. You can reach out and find 

out more here . Keep on running Iva, and thank you for sharing your journey and providing practical 

advice to our current TASIS England students! 

It was great to see George Whittaker Curry in person and online in March! 

We were happy to welcome George back after Raising laughter with House Parent Mr. Williams 

the pandemic 

George had a great visit this March with his father and brother who were divested of attending a formal 

graduation due to COVID-19 as was the unfortunate case for all of our Class of 2021. George was able to 

meet up with all his key teachers and House Parents, and he kindly returned online the following week 

to support our alumni panel advising students on our Future Pathways Course, which was so well 

received. George is in his final year of studying International Marketing Management at Franklin 

University Switzerland. Good luck with the final exams and projects, George! 

Tina Blaha found the best school and the best friends at TASIS England! 

Some of Tina's b est friends from the Class of 2023, from left to right : Raquel, Lavinia, and Tina 

"The two years I had in TASIS England were the best of my life. It gave me more than experience 

studying abroad and education. It gave me a family, my best friends whom I consider sisters. We are still 

very close to each other even after graduating, all of us have matching tattoos and often travel to see 

each other. In the beginning, it was hard to adapt but, with the help and kindness from Miss Del Moral, 

Miss Macias, and the girls, suddenly living abroad at 16 wasn’t scary anymore. I would do anything to go 

back in time and relive those two fantastic years of my life. I’m studying International Relations and 

Music Composition and Opera in Vienna, Austria, and graduating soon!" 

Hailey Wilson was a wonderful Open Day Ambassador! 

Hailey Wilson, Class of 2024 

Hailey recently returned to TASIS England as part of March 2025's Open Day panel, where she shared 

how her time here shaped her journey to university and beyond. Now studying Global Humanitarianism 

at University College London, she credits the international community and connections she built at 

TASIS England for inspiring her to pursue global studies and service leadership. Reflecting on her 

transition to university, Hailey spoke about support from the College Counseling team and how well- 

prepared she felt for the academic challenges ahead. It was wonderful to welcome her back and hear 

firsthand how TASIS England continues to have a lasting impact on our alumni! 

In Memoria 

Max Page, Master-Teacher 

Thank you to all those who attended the beautiful funeral 

service of Max Page last month. Marcia Page and the 

children send their appreciation for the love and support of 

everyone present in person and online as they honored the 

life and work of a devoted husband, father, teacher, colleague, 

and friend. 

Max and Marcia traveled from TASIS in Switzerland to help 

Mrs. Fleming open TASIS England in 1976. They played such an important role in the history of our 

School. 

In June, we will present our annual Max Page Award to an outstanding teacher with advanced subject 

area knowledge, who conveys the joy of learning, and models service to our community. 

Planning a Visit to TASIS England? 

Complete this form 

TASIS England Spiritwear Online Store* 

Discover the online store 

*International shipping available 

Stay Connected 

Our email address: alumni@tasisengland.org 

Contact person: Mary Biddlecombe, Executive Director, Development and External Relations 

Follow our TASIS England Alumni Facebook page 

Do you wish to update your data? 
Our alumni often move around the world and experience new professional adventures. So we can keep 

communicating with you, we would like your up-to-date contact details in our database. If you have 

moved recently or think your details may be outdated, fill in this form . 

We would love to stay in contact with you, but if you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please 

use the unsubscribe link at the bottom of this email. 

TASIS England 
Coldharbour Lane • Thorpe • Surrey TW20 8TE • UK 

Tel: +44 1932 565252 
www.tasisengland.org 

If you do not wish to receive this newsletter you can unsubscribe here 
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