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This February, Inver Grove Heights Schools (ISD 199) initiated a 
bond refunding that will result in a direct savings of $2.4 million 
for taxpayers. A bond refunding is an opportunity to reduce the 
district’s future payments and tax levies for bonds when interest 
rates are lower than they were originally. Similar to refinancing 
a home mortgage loan, new bonds are issued at a lower interest 
rate and the savings are used to pay off existing bonds.

ISD 199 bought bonds in 2014 to build the Simley High School 
Performing Arts Center and the Salem Hills Elementary School 
Media Center and to renovate Simley’s Spartan Stadium. The 
bonds became eligible for refunding starting February 1, 2024. 

ISD 199 works with Ehlers, Inc. municipal advisors to continually 
monitor bond interest rates for opportunities to save taxpayers 
money. That opportunity arrived on February 22, 2024, when 
the district accepted its lowest bid. Although the district was 
looking for a bid that would save taxpayers at least $1.2 million, 
bids came in even more favorably than expected. Savings for 
taxpayers doubled to $2.4 million. 

None of the savings from bond refundings go to the district. 
The district’s goal in bond refundings is to reduce its burden on 
taxpayers and demonstrate responsible financial stewardship.
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After completing its 
annual process of right-
sizing staffing, Inver Grove 
Heights Schools (ISD 199) 
had to make additional 
budget reductions to 
balance the budget for the 
upcoming school year. We 

originally estimated a $1.6 million deficit based on enrollment 
factors, state funding not keeping pace with inflation, and 
changes in federal funding. We ultimately adjusted for a total 
of $1.8 million after a recent update on enrollment projections.

A majority of our funding is based on enrollment. ISD 199 right-
sizes staffing near the end of each school year. Right-sizing 
increases, decreases, or maintains staffing based on enrollment 
projections for the upcoming year. More local students have 
been choosing ISD 199 over other districts and homeschooling 
during the last few years. However, fewer children are being 
born in Minnesota and around the world, causing incoming 
kindergarten classes to be naturally smaller than our outgoing 
graduate classes each year. The annual decreases add up to 
significant districtwide declines in enrollment.

Additional reductions were necessary to resolve the remaining 
deficit in our 2024-2025 budget. The deficit is a result of paying 
more for the same products and services due to inflation, state 
funding staying the same despite market changes, and the end 
of ESSER III federal funds that have helped us support students 
and families. After discussions with school leadership, strategic 
reductions were made to maximize student support while 
creating a sustainable budget:

•	 Right-sizing: $765,000
•	 Program Adjustments: $331,848
•	 Department Restructuring: $288,903
•	 Additional Reductions: $466,532

Budget reductions are one of the most difficult parts of running 
a school district. We have been lucky to limit them for quite a 
few years with right-sizing and intentional planning. However, 
alongside balancing our budget each year, our priority continues 
to be stretching our resources to offer our students the best 
education possible.

Regards,

Dave Bernhardson, Superintendent

ISD 199 Makes Budget Reductions After Failed Referendum
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The 199 Reporter is a quarterly 
publication that is mailed to every 
household in School District 199 to 

keep all of our community members 
informed about district news.

If you have questions about this  
publication, please contact:

Katie Sheridan
Communications Manager

SheridanK@isd199.org

• •  199 REPORTER

Do you have a question about our district? 

Part of our mission is to maintain an 
involved and invested community. To do 
so, we want to keep you informed. Visit 
www.isd199.org/FAQ to browse answers 
to previously asked questions about our 
district or ask your own.

• •  199 REPLIES

Inver Grove Heights Schools does not discriminate in employment or in any of its programs and activities, including vocational opportunities, on the basis of race, color, creed, 
religion, national origin, sex, marital status, status with regard to public assistance, familial status, membership or activity in a commission, disability, sexual orientation, or 
age. Inver Grove Heights Schools provides equal access to designated youth groups. Student-related inquiries about non-discrimination policies should be sent to Abel Riodique 
at 2990 80th Street East in Inver Grove Heights, RiodiqueA@isd199.org, or 651-306-7828. More information is available at www.isd199.org/nondiscrimination.

vimeo.com/isd199

facebook.com/isd199

twitter.com/isd199

• •  CONNECT WITH US

instagram.com/isd199

linkedin.com/school/isd199

Inver Grove Heights Schools (ISD 199) will say farewell to seven dedicated members 
of its staff this school year. The 2023-2024 retirees have a combined 159 years of 
service to ISD 199 students, staff, and families. During their time with our district, they 
have put hundreds of students on a path to success, been a welcoming presence for 
families, and made work fun for other staff. Each of these wonderful staff members 
will be greatly missed. 

ISD 199 2023-2024 Retirees
•	 Deanna Anderson, Pine Bend Elementary School, 28 years of service
•	 Mary Christensen, Pine Bend Elementary School, 7 years of service
•	 Jeanette Dalton, Hilltop Elementary School, 10 years of service
•	 Nancy Johnson, Salem Hills Elementary School, 21 years of service
•	 Kevin McNamara, Districtwide, 34 years of service
•	 Michelle Niemi, Simley High School, 27 years of service
•	 Jerry Sakala, Simley High School, 32 years of service

ISD 199 wishes retirees the very best as they begin their new adventures. Thank you, 
retirees, for your care and dedication over the years, and congratulations on your well-
deserved retirements!

Thank You, Retirees!

Simley High School was recently highlighted for 
its exemplary concurrent enrollment program. 
The Community of Practice event, hosted by 
Inver Hills Community College and the United 
Way, invited Simley Principal Jerry Sakala, 
Assistant Principal Heidi Klukas, and a panel of 
concurrent enrollment students to present to 
staff from other area school districts and higher 

education institutions.

Principal Sakala and Assistant Principal Klukas spoke about expanding the school’s 
concurrent enrollment opportunities and building partnerships with higher education 
institutions to offer classes that are eligible for college credit. Students shared their 
experiences in concurrent enrollment classes and answered questions like what has 
prepared them for their next steps, what concurrent enrollment teachers have done to 
help them succeed, and how they would convince other students to take concurrent 
enrollment classes.

Simley Highlighted for Concurrent Enrollment

Inver Grove Heights Middle School students in 8th grade 
wrapped up their poetry lessons with the annual Poetry Slam. 
Students performed their own poems for a panel of staff 
judges. Finalists were chosen from each class period, and they 
performed their poems in the Simley Performing Arts Center 
for the whole 8th-grade class. Three winners were chosen by 
a final panel of judges: Congratulations to Lauren, Noah, and 
Josephina! Scan the QR code with your smartphone camera to 
see highlights from the Poetry Slam.

IGH Middle School Holds Poetry Slam
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Simley High School students in the TriDistrict Center for Advanced Professional Studies (CAPS) 
Healthcare course participated in Regions Hospital’s first Pipeline 101 event. Students spent 
the day following and participating in a practice emergency room surgery and hospitalization. 
They saw all of the processes and procedures related to an emergency room visit, met the 
staff involved along the way, and connected with Regions and HealthPartners recruiters and 
volunteer service leaders.

The Pipeline 101 event was a one-day simulation hosted at the HealthPartners Institute 
Clinical Simulation Center at Regions Hospital. Students followed a practice patient through 

emergency room intake, assessments, lab work, a surgical procedure, and critical care at the hospital. During each step of the 
practice patient’s care, students heard from the staff involved in that step: nurses, physical therapists, dietitians, doctors, personal 
care assistants, anesthesiologists, and surgical technicians.  

Students also practiced drawing and delivering blood, applying tourniquets, and performing CPR. At the end of the day, they 
met with HealthPartners and Regions Hospital Human Resources recruiters and Volunteer Service leaders. They learned about 
opportunities to continue to pursue their interests in healthcare and gain experience. Thank you to TriDistrict CAPS partners 
Regions Hospital and HealthPartners as well as all of the staff who met with students!

H E A LT H C A R E  S T U D E N T S  P R A C T I C E  A T  R E G I O N S

Congratulations to Simley High School 
Principal Jerry Sakala on his upcoming 
retirement and the great work he has 
done over the past 32 years in Inver Grove 
Heights Schools (ISD 199). This spring, 
ISD 199 worked on identifying a new 
leader who will continue to grow Simley, 
starting next school year. The district is 
pleased to announce that Carrie Gillund 

has been chosen as Simley High School’s next principal.

Ms. Gillund was chosen from a pool of highly skilled candidates. 
She currently serves as the associate principal at Mahtomedi 
High School. She brings eight years of experience as an 
administrator and more than a decade as a classroom teacher 
to the position. During her career, she has created educational 

opportunities in which students can feel safe to learn and grow.

“I enjoy helping high school students discover who they are 
becoming as young adults in our global society,” she said. “It 
is important to me that we are helping prepare students for 
college, career, and life beyond high school.”

Similar to the district’s 199 Future Ready goals of building 
belonging, relationships, and engagement, Ms. Gillund says she 
enjoys building relationships with students, families, staff, and 
community members and welcomes opportunities to connect. 
She also believes that, by encouraging educators to be innovative 
and transformational, classrooms can be spaces where all 
students become agents of their own personal success.

She is anticipated to start her new position on July 1. Welcome, 
Ms. Gillund!

New Principal Selected for Simley

Atheneum Gifted Magnet 
Program 4th-grade students 
earned four awards in two 
2023-2024 FIRST LEGO 
League Challenges. The 
Atheneum students were 
some of the youngest to 
compete, facing many 8th-
grade teams at both events. 

The competitions, one in December and one in March, each 
included a robot obstacle course and a science research project. 
Students built robots from LEGO sets that FIRST, the non-profit 
that organizes team-based robotics programs like LEGO League, 
sent to all of the teams. They had to build their robots to certain 

specifications in order to maximize their points. Then, they 
programmed their robots to complete tasks autonomously and 
explained their building process to a panel of judges. 

Students looked into the intersection of science and art for the 
research portion of the competition. Their research included 
topics like the influence of Artificial Intelligence (AI) on art now 
and in the future. At the competitions, they performed a skit to 
present their findings to judges and show what they learned. 

The LEGO League team that competed in December earned 
a Minnesota Programming Award, and the three teams that 
competed in March earned three more awards: another Minnesota 
Programming Award, a Robot Design Award, and a Core Values 
Award. Congratulations to Atheneum’s LEGO League participants!

Atheneum Students Earn Four Robotics Awards at LEGO League
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Eighth-grade students in the Inver Grove Heights Middle School WEB (Where Everyone 
Belongs) Leaders program are leaders for 6th graders and leaders in the community. For 
their most recent service learning day, WEB Leaders made crafts for local organizations and 
cleaned up parks around the city.

Students started the day by making blankets to donate to local social services organizations. 
They also beaded bracelets for children’s hospital patients and wrote cards to senior living 
community residents. In the afternoon, students visited local parks to pick up garbage and 
create clean, safe spaces for kids.

In addition to their contributions in the Inver Grove Heights community, IGH Middle School WEB Leaders act as school leaders and 
peer mentors for incoming 6th graders. Pairs of WEB Leaders are assigned a group of 6th graders at the beginning of the school 
year. The leaders go through a mentorship training during the summer so they are ready to guide incoming students starting on 6th 
graders’ first day of school. They continue to work with the younger students throughout their first year of middle school. Great job 
leading younger peers and the community, WEB Leaders!

IGH Middle School WEB Leaders Make a Difference in School & Community

KARE 11 Meteorologist Jamie Kagol visited 
Simley High School science classes that had just 
wrapped up their meteorology lessons. He talked 
about how he forecasts the weather and how he 
became a meteorologist.

Mr. Kagol showed students how to read a 
meteorological map and talked about the 
science behind his reports. The subject led into 

the beginnings of his career. 

Although he was born in Minnesota, Mr. Kagol said he has worked all over the country 
and reported on almost every kind of weather event. He told students about his path 
to broadcast meteorology and what it’s like to report on TV. Students asked questions 
about his career, including his favorite place to work and his favorite season to report on.

Thank you to Mr. Kagol for taking time to visit Simley science students and connect 
their current lessons to their future options.

KARE 11 Meteorologist Visits Science Classes

Inver Grove Heights Early Childhood 
Center’s Early Childhood Family 
Education (ECFE) Teacher Julia Rohda and 
ECFE Parent Educator Shelley Peterka-
Kohlweiss presented at this year’s 
Minnesota Family and Early Childhood 
Education Conference. The statewide 
conference is an opportunity for early 
childhood professionals to learn about 
the latest research and trends, network 
with peers and experts, and enhance 
their professional skills and knowledge.

Ms. Rohda and Ms. Peterka-Kohlweiss 
held two “BYOB - Bring Your Own Baby” 
sessions to share their expertise in and 
ideas for ECFE Baby & Me classes. Later 
in the conference, they also joined 
the Teddy Bear band to kick off the 
conference’s celebration of 50 years of 
ECFE programming in Minnesota.

IGH Early Learning ECFE classes provide 
parents and caregivers an opportunity 
to learn and grow alongside their young 
children, birth through age 3. Learn more 
at www.IGHEarlyLearning.org.

ECFE Expert Presenters
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Simley High School has surpassed the state’s average four-
year graduation rate once again! Recently released Minnesota 
Department of Education data shows that both Simley and its 
Alternative Learning Program (ALP) had higher Class of 2023 
graduation rates than the average Minnesota school. Student 
groups within each school also showed impressive increases in 
their graduation rates when compared to last school year and 
the state averages for each group. 

Simley’s Class of 2023 had a four-year graduation rate of 90.3%. 
The Class of 2023 rate is similar to Simley’s 2022 and 2021 
rates, but Simley has consistently outpaced the state’s average 
graduation rate every year. Simley’s Class of 2023 graduation 
rate was 7 percentage points higher than the state average of 
83.3%. The ALP’s graduation rate of 84% also outpaced the state 
average, and it is an increase from the graduation rates of its 
Class of 2022 (82.6%) and 2021 (76.9%). 

Within the ALP, students who identify as Hispanic graduated 
at a rate of 90%, climbing nearly 5 percentage points from the 
previous year! Simley students who identify as Hispanic also 
had higher graduation rates than the Simley Class of 2022. They 
graduated at a rate of 86.2% in 2023, compared to 83.6% the 
previous year.

When compared to the state average graduation rates for 
each student group, Simley students who identify as Hispanic 
graduated more than 17 percentage points higher than the 
state average for that student group. The graduation rate for 
students who identify as Black was more than 14 percentage 
points higher, the rate for students eligible for free and reduced-
price lunch was nearly 13 percentage points higher, and the rate 

for students who identify as two or more races was nearly 11 
points higher than the state averages for their groups. 

In addition to graduating students, Simley and its ALP work to 
ensure that students graduate with a plan and the skills for their 
next steps. Within the Class of 2023, 62.5% of students took at 
least one advanced course. That percentage included 55.7% of 
seniors who identify as Hispanic, 80.8% of seniors who identify 
as Black, and 42.9% of seniors who identify as two or more 
races. Simley continues to encourage more students to take 
advanced courses with events like the Advanced Course Fair. 
During the fair, students who have taken a college-level course 
answer questions from other students to help inform their class 
registration for the next school year. 

Congratulations to Simley and its ALP on their outstanding Class 
of 2023 graduation rates! 

Simley Class of 2023 Graduation Rates Outpace the State

Inver Grove Heights 
Schools (ISD 199) 
volunteers make school 
events possible! Thanks 
to the help of volunteers, 
Pine Bend Elementary 
School had another 
successful Students and 

Adults Learning Together (SALT) Day!

Pine Bend had about 100 volunteers involved in its SALT Day. 
The event, which has been celebrated since 1992, invites staff, 
parents, and community members  to hold learning sessions 
for students. Each session focuses on a different sport, hobby, 
subject, or career pathway. This year, students could explore 
yoga, hip hop, science experiments, a scavenger hunt, cookie 

decorating, paint pouring, policing, veterinary work, and 
much more. Thanks to donations and volunteers from Boltz’s 
The Gym, Cub Foods, Drkula’s 32 Bowl, Ecolab, IGH Home 
Depot, IGH Police Department, and Veterans Memorial 
Community Center, students walked away with tons of new 
experiences and some projects to remember the day. 

School PTSA, PTO, and Booster organizations, like the Pine 
Bend Elementary PTSA, are also critical to events like SALT 
Day. To get involved in a PTSA, PTO, or Booster, contact the 
school. Community members can also fill out a volunteer 
application at www.isd199.org/volunteer for in-school 
volunteer opportunities. 

It’s wonderful to have students learning from members of our 
community and connecting with them. Thank you, volunteers!

• • Volunteers Make a Difference
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SPARC Open Skate Offers Positive Activity & Connection for All Ages
MOST Simley High School 
and Inver Grove Heights 
Middle School students 
choose NOT to drink 
alcohol or vape when 
hanging out with friends*. 
This spring’s free Open 
Skate event, hosted by 

the Inver Grove Heights Spartan Prevention, Advocacy, and 
Resource Coalition (IGH SPARC) and Inver Grove Heights Parks 
and Recreation, offered a way for families to connect and a 
positive activity for all kids.

More than 100 families and children of all ages skated at the 
Veterans Memorial Community Center ice arena. Throughout 
the night, parents and relatives taught young children to skate 
and practiced fundamentals with their avid ice skaters and 
hockey players. Middle and high school attendees got together 
with friends to skate and show off their skills. IGH SPARC also 
provided hot cocoa to help skaters warm up. The event was a 
great opportunity for families and friends to connect.

IGH SPARC uses the research-based Positive Community Norms 
(PCN) framework to decrease the use of alcohol, tobacco, and 
marijuana by youth to improve the long-term overall health 
of the Inver Grove Heights community. Through the PCN 
framework, the coalition focuses on using data to show Inver 
Grove Heights Schools (ISD 199) students that MOST of their 
peers DON’T drink alcohol, vape, or use marijuana*, even if they 
think their peers do. IGH parents, students, and community 
members and ISD 199 staff are invited to join IGH SPARC. Learn 
more and join the coalition at www.ighsparc.org/join.

Thank you to everyone who participated in this year’s Open 
Skate event, and thank you to all of the volunteers who made the 
event possible! Learn more about IGH SPARC and its upcoming 
events at www.ighsparc.org.

*Data based on the 2023 Positive Community Norms Student Survey 
of 1,413 IGH Middle School and Simley High School students in grades 

6-12.

Funded by the Minnesota Department of Human Services - BHDH.

The Simley High School Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble participated in the Minnesota 
State High School League (MSHSL) Large Group Contest again this year with impressive 
results! Simley hosted the competition, and bands from Hastings High School, Park High 
School in Cottage Grove, and Two Rivers High School participated as well. Simley was the 
only school to enter two bands into the competition. 

Both the Simley Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble received Superior ratings, the highest 
ranking in the scoring system. This was the 28th year in a row that all three judges gave the 
Simley Wind Ensemble a Superior rating. 

The Simley Symphonic Band received its first Superior rating since the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

“Symphonic Band has really pushed themselves over the last three months and that showed in their concert and at the Large 
Group Contest,” Simley Band Director Kevin Robinson said. “I am incredibly proud of both bands.”

Congratulations to the Simley bands!

Both Simley Bands Earn Highest Rank at MSHSL Large Group Contest

Congratulations to Simley High School senior Abigail Tabor on being selected as a 2024 Aspirations in Computing Honoree! The 
Aspirations in Computing High School Award honors students in grades 9-12 for their computing-related achievements and 
encourages them to pursue their passions. 

Abigail was chosen as a State Honorable Mention recipient for her demonstrated interest and aptitude for computing. Since playing 
Mario Kart 64 as a child, Abigail has had a fascination with programming and math. She has taken every technology class that Simley 
offers as well as a summer program at Carleton College. Along the way, she has explored web development, app development, 
robotics, AI, game development, and game theory.

As an Aspirations in Computing Honoree, she will be eligible for opportunities to further advance her computing knowledge and 
experience, including mentor matches, summer internships, college scholarships, technology job exploration, and networking. She 
was honored at an awards ceremony at the Metropolitan Ballroom this spring.

Simley Senior Named Aspirations in Computing Honoree
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Simley High School senior Abi Lindquist has been selected as a 
2024 Athena Athlete of the Year! Simley head coaches chose Abi 
for her work as a role model as much as her outstanding athletic 
accomplishments. 

“Abi has grown tremendously,” Simley Cross Country Head 
Coach Dan Gerber said. “She is one of the top five athletes I 
have ever coached at Simley regarding work ethic, growth, 
being a great teammate, and leadership.”

Abi is a 5-year member and 1-year captain of the Simley Cross 
Country Team. In 2019, she earned Most Improved, and in both 
2022 and 2023, she earned Academic All State. She has earned 
All Section, All Conference, and an All Conference Honorable 
Mention each twice and has been a state meet qualifier twice 
as well. She holds the school record as the second fastest 5K 
runner, and in the last four seasons, she was the team’s No. 2 
runner in all but four Varsity races! 

Always looking for a new challenge, Abi spent the 2021-2022 
season with the Simley Swim and Dive Team as well. In a single 
year, she was a Sections qualifier in the 100 Breaststroke and 
a Top 16 finisher in Diving. In addition to lettering, she earned 
Rookie of the Year. 

Abi has dedicated herself to Nordic Skiing for six years, earning 
her spot as captain for two. She is a six-time letter winner 

who has earned an All Conference Honorable Mention once, 
All Conference three times, and Nordic Academic All State six 
times! She is a four-time MVP, and she won every Metro East 
Conference race held during her senior season.

“Abi is a constant competitor. She has developed into an athlete 
who has the endurance of a distance runner and the explosive 
power needed to be a skier,” Simley Nordic Ski Head Coach 
Heath Anderson said. “ Abi leads by example and is an excellent 
role model on and off the snow.”

With her notable endurance and power on the Nordic Ski Team, 
it’s no wonder that Abi is the Simley Track and Field Team’s senior 
distance captain this spring. She is a five-year participant and 
four-year letter winner in Track and Field. In 2021, Abi earned 
an All Conference Honorable Mention in the 4x800 Relay. By 
2023, she earned All Section in the 4x800 Relay and the 3200 in 
addition to earning Academic All State. She is currently ranked 
8th in school history in the 1600 and 5th in the 3200.

“Abi is a great example for younger runners,” Simley Girls Track 
and Field Head Coach Gertchen Schwanz said. “She works hard 
every day and pushes herself to break records.”

Congratulations to Abi on her outstanding high school athletics 
career that earned her the Athena Award!

Athena Award Winner Leads By Example

Boys Basketball
Honorable Mention
Justin Klint
Tapio Niemioja

Girls Basketball
All Conference
Gwynn Gorter

Honorable Mention
Glissa Gorter
Avery Renslow 

Boys Hockey
All Conference
Matt Milner

Honorable Mention
Tyler Letendre
Jake Stanton
Louis Tuccitto
Ethan Unglesbee

Girls Hockey
All Conference
Courtney Kurowski
Taylor Ralston
Kelsi Ries
Sydney Ries

Honorable Mention
Valerie DuVal
Hannah Kurowski
Ella Sanders

Boys Swimming
All Conference
Vincent Evangelista
Christian Jack
Carter Kline
Fernando Madrid Pina
Shilah Smolinski

Honorable Mention
Hayden Geffre
Alec Schloesser
Jaxon Wanek

Gymnastics
All Conference - All Around
Emerson Hocking
Ashley Lynner
Lucy Penttila

All Conference - Floor & Vault
Kyra Foster

Honorable Mention - All Around
Kyra Foster

Honorable Mention - Bars & Vault
Eva Mattson

Nordic Ski
All Conference
Abi Lindquist

Honorable Mention
Samary Acuna Arroliga
Josie Johnson
Luvia Ramirez Gonzalez

Wrestling
All Conference
Derrick Dohmen
Austin Grzywinski
Justus Heeg
Jake Kos
Brandon Kropuenske
Danny Martin
Cash Raymond
Turner Ross
JJ Salas
Vristol Short

• • Winter Sports Awards
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F A S T  F A C T S I N S P I R E .  I N N O V A T E .  E X C E L .

# 1 .  H I L LT O P  P A R K I N G  L O T  R E N O V A T I O N
This past summer, Inver Grove Heights Schools (ISD 199) 
completed a renovation of the Salem Hills Elementary School 
parking lot. Students started the current school year with a safer 
path to school that also relieved backups for commuters who 
use the road in front of the school. The renovation utilized one-
time funds from the sale of South Grove Elementary School’s 
property and abatement bonds. ISD 199 will renovate Hilltop 
Elementary School’s parking lot in a similar way this summer.

ISD 199 was able to create a safer parking lot for Salem Hills 
students, families, staff, and community members after it 
sold the property that once included South Grove Elementary 
School, which closed in 2008. By selling the property, the school 
district eliminated annual maintenance fees and gained one-
time funds that could only be used for capital purchases, such as 
facility improvements. The project also used abatement bonds, 
which can only be used for parking lot repairs, replacements, or 
renovations. The school board approved these abatement bonds 
in 2022 when interest rates were low, so they only accounted for 
$2 per month on the average homeowner’s taxes.

Remaining funds from the South Grove sale and abatement bonds 
will be used to renovate the Hilltop parking lot. Renovations are 
planned for this summer and should be completed by the start 
of next school year. Like the renovations at Salem Hills, Hilltop’s 
parking lot project will increase the safety of students, families, 
and staff and relieve congestion and frustration during school 
pick-up and drop-off.

# 2 .  DID YOU KNOW? NEWSLETTER MAILING 
Inver Grove Heights Schools (ISD 199) mails the 199 Reporter to all 
residents within its school district boundaries and to all enrolled 
families. At ISD 199, we believe that our schools are everyone’s 
business. In order to reach everyone, we send this quarterly 
newsletter through the U.S. Mail.

QUIZ: What is the total cost of printing and mailing a 199 Reporter?

A.	 $1.00
B.	 $1.21
C.	 $0.61
D.	 $0.86

Visit www.isd199.org/quiz or
scan the QR code to find out!

Stay informed of the current issues, challenges, and changes facing the Inver Grove Heights School District. 


