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Dear HUSD Families,

The Hayward Unified School District - Youth Enrichment Program is celebrating
Afterschool Professionals Appreciation Week, April 21-25, 2025, along with the National
AfterSchool Association, to recognize and appreciate those who work with young
people during out-of-school hours.

The Youth Enrichment Program (YEP) serves over 7,000 students annually, both
before and after school, as well as during the summer. YEP has over 200 after-school
professionals who work with children and youth during out-of-school time, providing
enriching and engaging activities.

Research shows that after-school professionals are key to program quality that
mitigates risk factors and has a positive impact on youth outcomes, resulting in
improved social-emotional skills, increased school attendance, and better academic
performance.

Let's recognize and appreciate afterschool professionals during Afterschool
Professionals Appreciation Week and beyond!

We hope everyone joins us this week in celebrating after-school professionals and then
continues to advocate for job quality in support of these essential professionals
throughout the year.

Why is it essential to recognize Afterschool Professionals?

An estimated 7.8 million children participate in afterschool programs each year
nationally; for every child in an afterschool program, two more are waiting to get in.
Every young person deserves quality afterschool experiences that positively impact
their development. It takes skilled professionals to create these experiences. Because
of the critical role afterschool professionals play in kids’ lives, they deserve recognition
and support!

What is Afterschool Professionals Appreciation Week?

Afterschool Professionals Appreciation Week is a time to recognize and appreciate
those who work with young people during out-of-school hours. The week is marked by
celebrations, public relations, and advocacy efforts encouraging appreciation and
support for afterschool professionals who make a profound difference in the lives of
young people.
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Who is an Afterschool Professional?

Afterschool Professionals are skilled individuals who work with children and youth in
diverse school and community-based settings to provide various positive developmental
relationships and experiences during out-of-school hours. Currently, in the US, an
estimated 850,000 individuals are practicing members of the afterschool profession.

Here are some ideas to show your appreciation:
e Give a hand-written card from you and/or your child to the after-school
professionals you know.
e Send an email to the supervisor of an after-school professional, describing why
that person is appreciated.
e This week, take a moment to show your appreciation by visiting the YEP area or
classroom to acknowledge the site staff. You can also share your gratitude by

writing a message on the appreciation posters.

Throughout the week, we’ll be sharing highlights and content on our social media
platforms and website. Be sure to check us out and help boost our social media
presence.

| Make A Difference Webpage:
https://www.husd.us/parentsstudents/yep/i-make-a-difference-awards

Afterschool Professionals Appreciation Week:
https://www.husd.us/parentsstudents/yep/yep-apaw

YEP Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/vepafterschool?igsh=NTc4MTIwNiQ2YQ%3D%3D&utm sou

rce=qr

For more information about Afterschool Professionals Appreciation Week, visit:
https://naaweb.org/page/AfterschoolProfessionalsAppreciationWeek


https://www.husd.us/parentsstudents/yep/i-make-a-difference-awards
https://www.husd.us/parentsstudents/yep/yep-apaw
https://www.instagram.com/yepafterschool?igsh=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ%3D%3D&utm_source=qr
https://www.instagram.com/yepafterschool?igsh=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ%3D%3D&utm_source=qr
https://naaweb.org/page/AfterschoolProfessionalsAppreciationWeek
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Estimadas familias del HUSD,

El Distrito Escolar Unificado de Hayward, Programa de Enriquecimiento Juvenil (YEP,
por sus siglas en inglés) celebra la Semana de Agradecimiento a los Profesionales de
Actividades Extracurriculares, del 21 al 25 de abril de 2025, en colaboracion con la
Asociacion Nacional AfterSchool, para reconocer y valorar a quienes trabajan con nifios
y jovenes fuera del horario escolar.

El programa YEP da servicio a mas de 7,000 estudiantes cada afo, tanto antes como
después del horario escolar, asi como durante el periodo de verano. Contamos con
mas de 200 profesionales dedicados a las actividades extracurriculares, quienes
ofrecen experiencias enriquecedoras y motivadoras en el tiempo fuera de la escuela.

Las investigaciones demuestran que los profesionales de actividades extracurriculares
son fundamentales para garantizar la calidad de los programas, reducir factores de
riesgo y generar un impacto positivo en los resultados de los jovenes: mejoran las
habilidades socioemocionales, aumentan la asistencia escolar y favorecen el
rendimiento académico.

jReconozcamos y valoremos a nuestros profesionales de actividades
extracurriculares durante la Semana de Agradecimiento y mas alla!

Esperamos que esta semana se unan a nosotros para celebrar a estos profesionales vy,
durante todo el afio, continuen abogando por la calidad de empleo que merecen estas
personas tan esenciales.

¢Por qué es importante reconocer a los profesionales de actividades
extracurriculares?

Se estima que 7.8 millones de nifios participan en programas extraescolares cada ano;
sin embargo, por cada nifio en un programa, dos mas estan esperando un lugar. Cada
joven merece experiencias de calidad que impacten positivamente su desarrollo, y se
necesitan profesionales capacitados para hacer esto posible. Por su papel tan
importante en la vida de los nifios, jestos profesionales merecen nuestro
reconocimiento y apoyo!

¢ Qué es la Semana de Agradecimiento a los Profesionales de Actividades
Extracurriculares?

Es una ocasion especial para reconocer y agradecer a quienes dedican su tiempo fuera
del horario escolar a acompanfar y guiar a nuestros jévenes. Durante esta semana se
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organizan celebraciones, campafas de difusion y acciones de incidencia publica que
promueven el aprecio y el respaldo a estos profesionales que marcan la diferencia.

¢ Quién es un profesional de actividades extracurriculares?

Son personas con formacién y habilidades que trabajan con nifios y jovenes en
diversos entornos escolares y comunitarios, ofreciendo vinculos positivos y
experiencias de desarrollo fuera del horario lectivo. En EE. UU., se estima que
actualmente 850,000 personas forman parte de esta profesion.

Aqui tienes algunas ideas para demostrar tu agradecimiento:
» Entregue una tarjeta escrita a mano por usted o su hijo/a a los profesionales de
actividades extraescolares que conozca.
» Envie un correo electrénico al supervisor de un profesional de actividades
extraescolares explicando por qué se le agradece.
 Esta semana, dedique un momento a mostrar su agradecimiento visitando el
area o el salén de YEP para reconocer al personal del sitio. También puede
expresar su gratitud escribiendo un mensaje en los carteles de
agradecimiento.

jAcompanenos esta semana y en nuestras plataformas! Durante la semana,
compartiremos momentos destacados y contenido especial en nuestras redes sociales
y sitio web. No olvide visitarnos y ayudar a fortalecer nuestra presencia en linea.

Sitio web “Yo Hago la Diferencia”

https://www.husd.us/parentsstudents/yep/i-make-a-difference-awards

Semana de Apreciacion a los Profesionales Extraescolares
https://www.husd.us/parentsstudents/yep/yep-apaw
Instagram de YEP

https://www.instagram.com/yepafterschool?igsh=NTc4MTIwNjQ2Y Q%3D%3D&utm sou
rce=qr

Para obtener mas informacién sobre la Semana de agradecimiento a los profesionales
extraescolares, visite:
https://naaweb.org/page/AfterschoolProfessionalsAppreciation\Week
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