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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
GRAND FORKS SCHOOL BOARD 

GRAND FORKS PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #1 
MEETING MINUTES 

March 24, 2025 
 

The Grand Forks School Board Finance Committee met on Monday, March 24, 2025, at the Mark Sanford Education 
Center, with Josh Anderson as the meeting chairperson. 
 
Committee Members Present: Board Members Josh Anderson, Joel Larson (via phone), Eric Lunn, Superintendent 
Dr. Terry Brenner, Business Manager Brandon Baumbach, and Associate Superintendent Dr. Catherine Gillach. 
   
Committee Members Absent: Board Member Bill Palmiscno, GFAFB Board Member Branden Shepperd, and 
Assistant Superintendent Matt Bakke. 
 
Others Present: Jonathan Ellwein, Director of Buildings and Grounds; and Cindy Johnson, Executive Secretary. 
 
 
Call to Order. 
The meeting was called to order at 5:01 p.m. 
 
Consideration of Meeting Minutes. 
It was moved by Lunn and seconded by Larson to 
approve the minutes of March 3, 2025, as written. 
Upon voice vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
Absent: Palmiscno. 
 
Consideration of Bid Results related to Safety and 
Security Enhancement at Kelly Elementary 
School. 
Chad Dustin, Construction Engineers Project 
Manager, and Ellwein reported on bids received for 
the Kelly Elementary School safety and security 
enhancement project. The total projected expenses 
were $725,749 prior to bids. The bids resulted in a 
total of $727,905, or $2,156 more. The total project 
cost is projected to be $862,567 (an overestimate 
by $ 17,071).  
 
Following discussion, it was moved by Larson and 
seconded by Lunn to recommend approval of a 
Guaranteed Maximum Price of $727,905 (a total 
project of $862,567) for Kelly to the school board on 
March 31. Upon voice vote, the motion carried 
unanimously. Absent: Palmiscno. 
 
Consideration of Building Fund Use for Lewis & 
Clark Intercom. 
Ellwein reported on the urgency to replace the 
intercom control system at Lewis & Clark 

Elementary School. Because the system is 
proprietary, District administration has worked with 
its industry partner, Johnson Controls Fire 
Protection, to determine a scope of work and cost, 
which is estimated to be $33,630.85. Additionally, 
due to the age of the school and equipment, a 10% 
contingency of $3,363.00 is recommended. 
 
It was moved by Lunn and seconded by Larson to 
approve $36,993.85 of building fund dollars to 
replace the existing intercom control system at 
Lewis & Clark Elementary. Upon voice vote, the 
motion carried unanimously. Absent: Palmiscno. 
 
Next Meeting Date. 
The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, 
April 23, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Adjournment. 
There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 5:12 p.m. 
 
APPROVED  ____________________________________  
 (Date) 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Josh Anderson, Meeting Chair 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Brandon Baumbach, Business Manager 
 


