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GRAND FORKS SCHOOL BOARD 
GRAND FORKS PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #1 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
March 31, 2025 

 
The School Board of Grand Forks Public School District No. 1 held a regular meeting on Monday, March 31, 2025, 
at the Mark Sanford Education Center, with Vice President Josh Anderson presiding. 
 
Board Members Present: Josh Anderson, Dave Berger (via phone), Amber Flynn, Dr. Sherry Houdek, Jay Kleven, 
Joel Larson, Eric Lunn, Jeff Manley, and Bill Palmiscno. Absent: None. 
 
Student Board Members Present: Adrianna Tande. Absent: McKayla Sagini. 

 
Others Present: Dr. Terry Brenner, Superintendent of Schools; Brandon Baumbach, Business Manager; Dr. 
Catherine Gillach, Associate Superintendent of Secondary Education; Matt Bakke, Assistant Superintendent of 
Elementary Education; Joe Drumm, Vice President of the Grand Forks Education Association; and Cindy Johnson, 
Executive Secretary. 
 
 
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance. 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm., and 
the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Reading of School Board Meeting Norms. 
Lunn read aloud the meeting norms. 
 
Approval of Agenda. 
The agenda was amended by adding item 6.E. 
Teacher Resignation and Waiving of Liquidated 
Damages – Mariah Heieie. 
 
It was moved by Flynn and seconded by Palmiscno 
to approve the agenda as amended. Upon a roll-call 
vote, as follows, the motion carried unanimously. 
Aye: Lunn, Flynn, Palmiscno, Larson, Kleven, 
Houdek, Anderson, Manley, and Berger. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
 
Celebrating Success. 
Jon Strandell, principal of Grand Forks Central High 
School, associate principals Dr. Gabe Dahl and 
Mike Wilber, and staff members Katie Arthur and 
Becca Lord, reported on the school’s student 
demographics, staff, goals and assessments, 
Native American graduate rate, TRIO partnership, 
AVID, attendance, and MTSS. 
 
Public Comments. 
Ashlynn Demarais commented on cyberbullying. 
 

Consent Agenda. 
It was moved by Lunn and seconded by Houdek to 
approve the consent agenda as follows: 
• March 17, 2025, school board meeting minutes 

as written; 
• Teacher appointments effective August 18, 

2025, of Kim Novacek, school counselor, salary 
placement at MA+45, Step 16, $71,308; 
Caleigh Patten, school counselor, salary 
placement at BA+30, Step 3, $53,353; Nicole 
Wilebski, special education teacher, salary 
placement at BA/BS, Step 1, $49,477; Alyson 
Potts, speech language pathology, salary 
placement at MA+15, Step 1 $55,462; Ellie 
Kraft, first-grade teacher, salary placement at 
BA/BS, Step 1, $49,477; Kenzie Severtson, 
kindergarten teacher, salary placement at 
BA+15, Step 8, $56,202; and Hallie Reinholdt, 
kindergarten teacher, salary placement at 
BA/BS, Step 1, $49,477; all subject to salary 
change following a new teacher negotiated 
agreement; 

• Teacher resignations effective May 30, 2025, of 
Anthony Legaspi, Bonnie Butz, Callan Bruce, 
Chyna Lynner, Denis Loftus, Lettie Bartels, and 
Brian Larsen-Schmidt; and 

• School-Sponsored Fundraising Reports for 
Grand Forks Central AVID and Student Council-
National Honor Society. 

Upon a roll-call vote, as follows, the motion carried 
unanimously. Aye: Houdek, Larson, Manley, Kleven, 
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Flynn, Palmiscno, Lunn, Berger, and Anderson. Nay: 
None. Absent: None. 
 
General Fund Financial Statement. 
Baumbach reported that for the period of July 1, 
2024, through February 28, 2025, total general fund 
revenues were $84,525,338 and total general fund 
expenditures were $72,107,684, resulting in 
revenue over expenses of $12,417,691. 
 
It was moved by Palmiscno and seconded by 
Manley to approve the General Fund Financial 
Statement for July 1, 2024, through February 28, 
2025. Upon roll call vote as follows, the motion 
carried unanimously. Aye: Palmiscno, Lunn, Flynn, 
Larson, Manley, Kleven, Houdek, Berger, and 
Anderson. Nay: None. Absent: None. 
 
Policy Review. 
It was moved by Lunn and seconded by Kleven to 
complete the second reading as amended and 
adoption of ABAD, Virtual School; DFAA, Teacher 
Evaluation; DKA, Reduction-in-Force Policy; FGDB, 
Student Handbooks; KACA, Patron Complaints; 
KACB, Complaints About Personnel; and KADA, 
Weapons Prohibition on School Property-Public. 
Upon a roll call vote as follows, the motion carried 
unanimously. Aye: Larson, Palmiscno, Kleven, 
Lunn, Manley, Houdek, Flynn, Berger, and 
Anderson. Nay: None. Absent: None. 
 
Finance Committee Report (with considerations). 
Anderson, Baumbach, Jonathan Ellwein, Director of 
Buildings and Grounds, and Chad Dustin, 
Construction Engineers Project Manager, reported 
on the March 24, 2025, committee meeting and the 
committee’s recommendations for actionable 
items as follows: 
 
• Consideration of Bid Results related to Safety 

and Security Enhancement at Kelly. 
It was moved by Lunn and seconded by Kleven 
to approve the guaranteed maximum price of 
$727,905 and a total project budget of 
$862,567 for safety and security improvements 
at Kelly Elementary School. Upon a roll-call 
vote, as follows, the motion carried 
unanimously. Aye: Kleven, Manley, Houdek, 
Flynn, Larson, Lunn, Palmiscno, Berger, and 
Anderson. Nay: None. Absent: None. 

• Consideration of Building Fund Use – Lewis & 
Clark Intercom. 
It was moved by Flynn and seconded by 
Palmiscno to approve the use of the Building 
Fund to replace the failed intercom system at 
Lewis & Clark Elementary School. Upon a roll-
call vote, as follows, the motion carried 
unanimously. Aye: Manley, Lunn, Larson, 
Palmiscno, Houdek, Kleven, Flynn, Berger, and 
Anderson. Nay: None. Absent: None. 
 

Teacher Resignation and Waiving of Liquidated 
Damages – Mariah Heieie. 
It was moved by Kleven and seconded by Larson to 
accept the resignation of Mariah Heieie effective 
March 28, 2025, and to waive the liquidated 
damages associated with her resignation. Upon a 
roll-call vote, as follows, the motion carried 
unanimously. Aye: Houdek, Flynn, Manley, Lunn, 
Palmiscno, Larson, Kleven, Berger, and Anderson. 
Nay: None. Absent: None. 
 
Announcements. 
None. 
 
Board Requests for Future Consideration. 
None. 
 
School Board Meeting Norms—How Did We Do? 
Lunn gave the board an A+ in following its meeting 
norms. 
 
Adjournment.  
There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 7:33 pm. 
 
 
APPROVED: ______________________________ 
 (Date) 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Dave Berger, President 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Brandon Baumbach, Business Manager 


