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Secondary Schools, Global Studies Department, & the Ethnic Studies Course Development Team



Ethnic studies examines the histories, 
experiences and cultures of various racial 
and ethnic groups and explores race and 
ethnicity in various social, cultural, 
historical, political and economic 
contexts. 

WHAT IS ETHNIC STUDIES? 





ANSWERS TO FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
 FUSD Board approved a graduation requirement for 10 credits in Ethnic Studies on 

10/2/2024, impacting the class of 2029.

 Ethnic Studies will be offered at all high schools beginning 2025-26.

 Teachers, Parents/Guardians, Students and other members of the community will 
continue to be given opportunities to provide input regarding this course as 
different milestones are met.

 As we gather input on the course, examine data, and partner with high schools,    
the Secondary Academic Advisory Committee will consider the most                  
appropriate grade-level to offer the course.



RESEARCH AROUND ETHNIC STUDIES
High School Students Enrolled in Ethnic 
Studies Courses …

• Increased Their GPA by 1.4 Grade 
Points

• Attended School 18 More Days a 
Year 

• Passed 6 More Classes Over 4 Years
• 90% Graduated Within 5 Years v. 

75% of Their Peers
• 15% More Likely to Enroll in College 

Within 6 years

(Dee & Penner, 2016)



Opportunity and 
Local History

• In a state as diverse as 
California, it is imperative that 
the stories of historically 
marginalized groups are 
shared, celebrated, and 
uplifted as a driver for positive 
social outcomes.

• Locally, it allows for the story 
of Fontana to be told which is 
pivotal in understanding the 
evolvement of our community 
and our families.



ETHNIC STUDIES IN FONTANA

Ethnic Studies will enhance students' lives by deepening their self-identity and self-

awareness, while simultaneously fostering empathy and respect for others through the 

exploration of diverse cultures and local histories of Fontana. By eliminating stereotypes 

and promoting inclusivity, the course empowers students with critical thinking skills and 

advocacy tools needed for positive community engagement. This holistic approach not 

only cultivates personal growth and self-esteem, but also strengthens relationships, 

encourages appreciation of diversity, and builds a cohesive, equitable society where 

every student can thrive today and for decades to come. 



THE OPPORTUNITIES

WINDOWS

BRIDGES

MIRRORS



8 OUTCOMES OF ETHNIC STUDIES:
(1) Pursuit of justice and equity.

(2) Working toward greater inclusivity.

(3) Furthering self-understanding.

(4) Developing a better understanding of others.

(5) Recognizing intersectionality.

(6) Promoting self-empowerment for civic engagement.

(7) Supporting a community focus.

(8) Developing interpersonal communication.



COMMENTS AND 
CONSIDERATIONS

Using the provided sheets of paper - 
Please comment/respond to one or all of the 
following questions:

 Are the Themes, Objectives and 
Essential Questions for each unit 
cohesive and comprehensive?

 Are there any potential gaps and/or 
missed opportunities?

  How does this course outline support 
student learning around Ethnic Studies?











NEXT STEPS

Meet with Ethnic 
Studies Steering 
Committee for 
Final Read

Reviewed/Approved 
by Secondary 
Academic Advisory 
Committee

Committee for 
Curriculum 
Development

Recommend to Board of Education
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