
 

 

  

ARCHAEOLOGY at site 44ST0602 

For more information on Elementary School #19 project, please contact: 

Jason Towery 
540-658-6544; toweryjd@staffordschools.net 
 
For data on the archaeological studies at the site, please contact: 

Kevin McCloskey 
540-899-9170; kmccloskey@dovetailcrg.com 

 

To help with an ever-increasing number of school-aged children in Stafford County, Stafford County Public 

Schools (SCPS) has embarked on a robust initiative to build new facilities throughout the county. Some of 

these projects require compliance with several laws regarding the identification of natural and cultural 

resources in the new school areas, including the federal National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and the 

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as well as Stafford County-level guidelines. These regulations 

assure that sensitive environments (such as wetlands) and important cultural resources (archaeological sites 

and historic buildings) are studied prior to construction. 

Cultural resource studies associated with two new schools—High 

School #6 and Elementary School #19—began in 2021. The work 

included an archaeological survey and architectural reconnaissance. The 

archaeological survey resulted in the recordation of three precontact 

sites, representing thousands of years of Native American occupation. 

Through additional archaeological testing and dialogues with federal and 

state agencies, it was determined that one of these sites (44ST0602) has 

the potential to contain significant data on Native American lifeways. 

Because portions of this site will be impacted by the construction of 

Elementary School #19, SCPS has elected to perform archaeological 

data recovery excavations to assure that the site is thoroughly explored 

prior to site clearing. Fredericksburg-based Dovetail Cultural Resource 

Group has been brought on to conduct five weeks of field studies to 

extract data from the site.  

Site 44ST0602 dates from the Early Archaic period through 

the Early Woodland period, with the site being occupied 

on and off for about 8,000 years, from 9,000 Before 

Present (BP) to 1,000 BP. Archaeologists are looking for 

evidence of Native American occupation, including cooking 

hearths, tool-making areas, and artifacts that can share 

information on how they lived. Projectile points highlight 

not only the date of the site but also how Native 

populations modified natural materials to create tools. The 

information gathered during the dig will be used to create 

public outreach elements at the new school, including 

interpretive signage and possibly a display showcasing some 

of the artifacts. Hats off to SCPS for their support of this 

incredibly important project! 

During test studies, archaeologists 

excavated 160 shovel test pits and 12 

square test units (above) to understand 

the site. All soils were screened through 

¼-inch mesh to retrieve artifacts. This 

resulted in the recovery of almost 1,400 

Native American artifacts during that 

phase of work alone. 

Artifacts found during test excavations of site 

44ST0602 are helping the team focus the data 

recovery excavation. This Early Archaic LeCroy 

projectile point (left) speaks to hunting 

techniques while the two nodules of burned clay 

(right) may reveal a possible shelter on the site. 
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