
Social Studies:  Modern World History 
 

Academic Vocabulary 

analyze 
analyze the factors 
applied 
cause and effect 
challenge 
collect and interpret data 
correlation 
create 
create (a chart) 
debate 
describe 
describe how 

describe the reasons 
develop 
distribute 
draw conclusions 
effects 
evidence 
examine 
explain 
explain examples 
explain how 
explain why 
identify 

impact 
interpret 
perception 
predict 
recognize 
relationship to 
research 
select 
select an example 
sequence 
write 
write an opinion 

 
 

Content Vocabulary 

Topic:  Historical Thinking and Skills 1 
 
 
 
Topic:  Historical Thinking and Skills 2 
• primary sources 
• secondary sources 

• bias 
• credibility 

 
 
Topic:  Historical Thinking and Skills 3 
• central claim 
• thesis 

• artifacts 

 
 
Topic:  Historical Thinking and Skills 4 
• correlation 
• multiple causation 

• causal relations 
• historical events 

 
 
Topic:  Age of Enlightenment (1600-1800) 5 
• scientific method 
• cultural institutions 
• fact vs. opinion 

• traditional belief 
• credibility 

 
 
Topic:  Age of Enlightenment (1600-1800) 6 
• natural laws 
• reason 
• enlightenment 

• philosopher 
• social contract 
• consent of the governed 
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Topic:  Age of Enlightenment (1600-1800) 7 
• Enlightenment 
• religious authority 
• doctrines 
• mercantilism 

• absolutism 
• free-market economy 
• economics 

 
 
Topic:  Age of Revolutions (1750-1914) 8 
• Enlightenment ideas • self-determination 
 
 
Topic:  Age of Revolutions (1750-1914) 9 
• industrialization 
• urbanization 
• socialism 
• capitalism 
• laissez-faire capitalism 

• communism 
• utilitarianism 
• Social Darwinism 
• types of economies 

 
 
Topic:  Imperialism (1800-1914) 10 
• imperialism 
• empire 
• “White Man’s Burden” 
• missionary 
• exploitation 
• domination 

• market 
• imperial expansion 
• indigenous 
• Social Darwinism 
• colonialism 
• colony 

 
 
Topic:  Imperialism (1800-1914) 11 
• sphere of influence 
• Western values 
• direct control 

• indirect control 
• assimilation 
• economic control 

 
 
Topic:  Imperialism (1800-1914) 12 
• colonizers 
• colonized 

• tradition 
• modernization 

 
 
Topic:  Achievements and Crises (1900-1945) 13 
• technology • consequences 
 
 
Topic:  Achievements and Crises (1900-1945) 14 
• nationalism 
• militarism 

• nation 
• nation-state 
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• alliances 
• Triple Alliance 

• Triple Entente 

 
 
Topic:  Achievements and Crises (1900-1945) 15 
• totalitarianism 
• appeasement 

• Treaty of Versailles 
• fascism 

 
 
Topic:  Achievements and Crises (1900-1945) 16 
• state-sponsored mass murder 
• genocide 
• Holocaust 
• “Final Solution” 

• anti-Semitism 
• Nazism 
• Armenian Genocide 
• World War II 

 
 
Topic:  Achievements and Crises (1900-1945) 17 
• occupation 
• Manhattan Project 
• Atomic Age 
• strategic bombing 

• refuge/displaced person 
• Nazism 
• Armenian Genocide 
• World War II 

 
 
Topic:  The Cold War (1945-1991) 18 
• global influence 
• superpower 
• Cold War 
• NATO 
• Warsaw Pact 

• arms race 
• nonaligned movement 
• containment 
• iron curtain 

 
 
Topic:  The Cold War (1945-1991) 19 
• multinational organizations 
• United Nations 

• IMF 
• World Bank 

 
 
Topic:  The Cold War (1945-1991) 20 
• religious diversity 
• colonial rule 
• rising nationalism 
• regional conflicts 
• Middle East 

• Zionism 
• sect 
• Israel 
• Arab League 
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Topic:  The Cold War (1945-1991) 21 
• postwar global politics 
• Négritude movement 
• Pan-African movement 

• civil disobedience 
• Indian National Congress 

 
 
Topic:  The Cold War (1945-1991) 22 
• expanded rights 
• Taliban 

• apartheid 
• suffrage 

 
 
Topic:  Globalization (1991-Present) 23 
• globalization 
• nonaligned movement 
• NATO 

• Warsaw Pact 
• superpower 

 
 
Topic:  Globalization (1991-Present) 24 
• post-Cold War 
• fundamentalists 
• separatist groups 
• ethnic cleansing 

• Darfur (Sudan) 
• Iraq 
• Rwanda 

 
 
Topic:  Globalization (1991-Present) 25 
 
 
 
Topic:  Globalization (1991-Present) 26 
• globalization 
• trade barriers 
• common currency 

• interdependent 
• emerging economic powers 

 
 
Topic:  Globalization (1991-Present) 27 
• proliferation • nuclear weapons 
 
 
Topic:  Globalization (1991-Present) 28 
• migration 
• global population 
• life expectancy 
• mass immigration (push/pull factors) 

• brain drain 
• societal challenges 
• illegal immigration 
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Topic:  Globalization (1991-Present) 29 
• environmental consciousness 
• greenhouse gas 
• Greenpeace 
• Save Our Environment 

• World Wildlife Fund 
• 1992 Earth Summit 
• 1997 Kyoto Protocol 

 
 


