
High School ELA Academic Vocabulary 
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Grades 9 and 10 Grades 11 and 12 
 
accuracy 
ad hominem 
analysis 
analyze 
annotating 
argument 
audience 
author’s structure 
bandwagon 
central question 
circular reasoning 
cite 
claim 
context clues 
counterclaim 
credibility 
deductive fallacy 
domain-specific 
either/or reasoning 
evidence 
explicit citation 
false testimony 
inference 
inferential citation 
informative 
inquiry 
interpret 
objective 
objective summary 
paraphrasing 
plagiarism 
purpose 
reliability 
rereading 
rhetoric 
seminal 
summarizing 
synthesize 
task 
textual evidence 
validity 
 
 
 

 
accuracy 
analysis 
analyze 
annotating 
argument 
audience 
author’s structure 
authoritative sources 
central question 
cite 
claim 
constitutional principle 
contested 
context 
context clues 
counterclaim 
credibility 
credible source 
deductive reasoning: 
 ◦ syllogism 
delineate 
emphasis 
evaluate 
evidence 
explicit citation 
exposition 
foundational U.S. texts 
inductive reasoning 
inference 
informative 
inquiry 
integrate 
legal reasoning 
medium 
nonverbal communication 
nuance 
objective 
objective summary 
paraphrasing 
plagiarism 
premises 
public advocacy 
purpose 
refine 
reliability 
rereading 
rhetoric 
seminal U.S. texts 
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Grades 9 and 10 Grades 11 and 12 
sequence 
standard English 
summarizing 
synthesize 
task 
technical vocabulary 
textual evidence 
validity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


