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Values 
We care about ALL 
students. 

Beliefs 
We believe ALL 
students can and will 
learn. 

Vision 
All means ALL! 
Personalized Learning 
for ALL students. 

SM SOUTH 

Amanda Bussone is a Science teacher at South.  Amanda is being nominated by her peers for 
her dedication to our students: “Amanda is a worker.  She is constantly working to help 
students in her class and within her PLC.  Amanda also cares deeply about her students.  She 
checks in with them daily to ensure they are doing okay and is always willing to help.  She 
modifies assignments and activities to fit students needs and is excellent in working with 
students who struggle.  She builds relationships with all students but is intentional about 
building connections with students who need it most.”  

Email Dr. Dain to nominate a South staff member for the Hard Hat Hero Award 
 

                       Tweet of the Week! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Hard-Hat Hero 
                              Staff member of the week    

                       Amanda Bussone 

Follow Dr. Dain on  
X: @SMSouthTDain 
Instagram: SMSouthTDain 
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

APRIL    14 

 

Traditional Schedule 

 

APRIL    15 

 

Even Block 

 

APRIL     16 

 

Odd Block 

 

APRIL     17 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

APRIL     18 

Heritage Assembly 

Odd Block 

APRIL    21 

NO SCHOOL 

Professional Learning  

APRIL    22 

 

Even Block 

 

APRIL     23 

 

Odd Block 

 

APRIL     24 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

APRIL     25 

 

Odd Block 

 

APRIL    28 

 

Traditional Schedule 

 

APRIL    29 

 

Even Block 

 

APRIL     30 

 

Odd Block 

 

MAY     1 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

MAY     2 

Senior Signing 

Assembly 

Odd Block 

AP EXAMS 

MAY     5 

 

Traditional Schedule 

 

MAY     6 

 

Even Block 

 

MAY     7 

 

Odd Block 

 

MAY     8 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

MAY     9 

 

Odd Block 

 

AP EXAMS 

MAY     12 

 

Traditional Schedule 

 

MAY     13 

 

Even Block 

 

MAY     14 

 

Odd Block 

 

MAY     15 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

MAY     16 

 

Odd Block 

 

MAY     19 

 

Odd Block 

 

MAY     20 

 

Even Block 

7:00pm Graduation 

MAY     21 

 

FINAL EXAMS 

 

MAY     22 

NO LATE START 

FINAL EXAMS 

MAY     23 

 

FINAL EXAMS 

1:10pm Dismissal 

MAY     26 

NO SCHOOL 

Memorial Day 

 

MAY     27 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

 

MAY     28 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

 

MAY     29 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

 

MAY     30 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

JUNE     2 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

JUNE     3 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

JUNE     4 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

JUNE     5 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

JUNE     6 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

JUNE     9 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

 

JUNE     10 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

 

JUNE     11 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

 

JUNE     12 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

 

JUNE     13 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

 

JUNE     16 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

 

JUNE     17 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

 

JUNE     18 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

 

JUNE     19 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

 

JUNE     20 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

 

JUNE     23 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

 

JUNE     24 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

 

JUNE     25 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

 

JUNE     26 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

 

JUNE     27 

NO SCHOOL 

SUMMER BREAK 

 
 



 
 

3 

 

Raider Family Focus April 11, 2025 
 

Health Office Update 

April 2025 
 

Spring sports have started~~  please~ PLEASE remember to eat 

breakfast, and hydrate. Days will be getting warmer and you will 

need this to keep going. Bring a snack~ and a water bottle. Take 

care of yourself!!! 

 

 

 

 

Students~ please keep extra clothes with you; locker, car, back 

pack. Our office is not large enough to have extra clothing, please 

plan accordingly for those times. WE DO NOT HAVE EXTRA 

CLOTHES. 
 

 

Parents~We will contact you if your student is sick and needs to go 

home. You are able to call attendance at 993-7546 to pick them up. 
 

 

All medications must go through the health office, per policy students are 

not allowed to carry any medications without doctors approval. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Angie York - SM South Nurse 
913.993.7516 
soyork@smsd.org 

mailto:soyork@smsd.org
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Raiders! - Nominate your Peers 
Click HERE to Nominate for Student of the Week  

Alana Townsend & Grace Prestridge 
recognized  

Bailey Holopirek 
with the KINDNESS CHAIN as our 

Student of the Week! 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/rpiNtc3nHvKyiLfJ8
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 Congratulations to our March 

Raiders R.I.S.E. winners: 
 Freshmen: Hannah Hamilton (not pictured) 

 Sophomore: Rachael Wilson 
 Junior: Vielka Corrales 
 Senior: Wyatt Dietzel 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 

#CultureWins 
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click here to watch: 

KSMS Video - Pep Club sponsored Prom Spirit Week themes: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HhDbPECAx6M 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HhDbPECAx6M
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Follow @counselingSMS on twitter  
Facebook ‘Shawnee Mission South Counseling’ 

Please see below to find your counselor’s name. 

Your Last Name           Your Counselor’s Name 
A-C & ELL                    Nichole Dosland 
D-I                                Chris Shelby 
J-O                               Jasmine Morgan 
P-T                               Jennifer Herrmann 
U-Z                               Traci Johnson 

  
 JUNIOR parents and students- Save the date-College Information Night- April 23rd 6pm SMS Library. 
 The SENIOR Signing Ceremony is Friday, May 2nd. Seniors must fill out this Senior Signing Google Form by 

April 22nd to be included.   

 SENIORS- be on the lookout for an email coming soon that has 2 required senior exit surveys that must be 
completed.  

 AP Exams are around the corner. May 5-16th. If you have any questions, please reach out to 
tracijohnson@smsd.org. 

 Junior ACT results from the Feb. 25th exam are available online via your ACT account or can also be picked up 
in the Counseling Office.  

 Are you looking for a summer job or a possible career after high school in the hospitality field? The Hotel and 
Lodging Association of Greater KC will be hosting a Hospitality Career Experience/Fair on Tuesday, April 
15th.  See or  email tracijohnson@smsd.org for more information and to register. 

 SMSD Summer Academy and Summer Eschool  
 SMSD Summer Academy Information - Summer Academy Enrollment Form 
 SMSD online eSchool Information - Summer eSchool Enrollment Form 

Need help paying your electric bill? LIEAP can help 
you https://www.dcf.ks.gov/services/ees/Pages/EnergyAssistance.aspx 
 
If you or someone you know is feeling unsafe or having thoughts of harming themselves or others, please 
utilize these resources: 

Call 988/911/Go to an Emergency Room 
Call the National Suicide Prevention Hotline at 1-800-273-8255 
Text HOME to 741741 to connect with a Crisis Counselor 
Recursos en Español-    El Centro      JoCo Salud Mental- se habla Español.  
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdo69WO5X4ckb1hL-CPD-feDfPqhSJDqjlo4uk-PlWht0CS4Q/viewform?usp=header
mailto:tracijohnson@smsd.org
mailto:tracijohnson@smsd.org
https://www.smsd.org/academics/summer-programs
https://forms.gle/gEkvQ6VXrHRgs2Pu9
https://www.smsd.org/academics/eschool
https://forms.gle/nBjE9YjnWYuBj2VD9
https://www.dcf.ks.gov/services/ees/Pages/EnergyAssistance.aspx
https://www.elcentroinc.com/
https://www.jocogov.org/dept/mental-health/home
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Upcoming College Visits to South 2024-2025 
College and University admissions representatives and Military Recruiters come to the Counseling Center at 
Shawnee Mission South to share about the college/university/service branch they represent. If you are 
interested in attending a specific visit, please contact Ms. Young, Counseling Secretary, at 
bryoung@smsd.org  to obtain a pass. 

  
April  
Missouri Welding Institute    Thursday, April 17   1:05  
Quincy University      Wednesday, April 30   1:05  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bryoung@smsd.org
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Occupation Spotlight: High Demand – High Wage Careers 
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District Attendance Specialist 
Hello! My name is Memo Rodriguez and I am the Shawnee Mission School District Attendance Specialist for the South 

high school feeder area. I am here mainly to provide follow-up monitoring of students identified as needing support 
for chronic absenteeism, but other functions I perform are: 

 I serve as a liaison between students, families, and school teams to facilitate positive student attendance. 

 I cooperate with representatives from social services and law enforcement agencies in cases of mutual 

interests. 

 I manage all associated paperwork, arrange for educational facilitators, connect families with needed 

community resources. 

 I communicate and work effectively and cooperatively with members of the school district and community to 
promote student attendance. 

 I work effectively with chronically absent as well as truant students and their families. 

 I connect families struggling with attendance with appropriate school and community resources. 

 
My hours at South high school are Monday through Friday 7 A.M. to 12 P.M. 

Indian Woods middle school hours are Monday through Friday 12:30 P.M. to 3:30 P.M. 
 
If you have any questions regarding phone calls or emails received by me, please feel free to reach out. 

 
Thank you, 
 
Memo Rodriguez 

District Attendance Specialist 
Shawnee Mission South High School 
Indian Woods Middle School 
SMSHS: 913-993-7781 
IWMS: 913-993-0699 

Memorodriguez@smsd.org 

 

mailto:Memorodriguez@smds.org
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Attendance Incentive 
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Personal Technology Procedures 
At the January 13, 2025, Board of Education meeting, the Board approved 

policy JCDC: Restrictions on Possession and Use of Personal Electronic Devices. 
Click here to read the SMSD policy. Full implementation of this policy will begin on 
February 3, 2025. 

This policy was developed in response to feedback and concerns raised by 
students, parents, and staff about how these devices can disrupt learning and 
negatively impact the mental and emotional health of students. Our mission, as 
defined in our SMSD Strategic Plan, continues to be that we help each student 
achieve their full potential.  

This fall, a Strategic Plan Action Team worked to create a policy 
recommendation on age-appropriate use of personal electronic devices in our 
schools. Their thoughtful recommendations included input from 25 Action Team 
members representing teachers, administrators, students, parents, and community 
members. Their work also included feedback gathered through a district-wide 
Thought Exchange, ensuring many voices and opinions were included. This process 
has also been informed with the advice of SMSD principals, educators of all age 
levels, and students and staff in the Superintendent’s advisory committees. You can 
see more detail about this process outlined in this presentation, linked here, 
delivered to the Board of Education at the Jan. 13, 2025 meeting.   

The Shawnee Mission School District is committed to providing highly effective 
and consistent learning spaces across the district. 
  
Personal Electronic Device Policy 

 Personal electronic devices to include the use of cell phones and headphones 
(other than smartwatches) should be silenced and stored during class. 
Teachers may provide a secure storage option in the classroom. 

 Devices can be used between classes and at lunch but must remain silenced 
and put away during class time unless used for learning with teacher approval. 
 

Note: In rare cases, administration may approve exceptions. 

 
While our schools will guide students on using personal electronic devices 
appropriately, we know this change will succeed with the support of our families. 
Thank you for your partnership in helping us maintain a positive school environment.  
 

 

 

https://go.boarddocs.com/ks/smsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=DC2NWX61FBCB
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1719414310/smsdorg/l9ovxgnfmiyvzevnmxdt/StrategicPlanCycle6-19-24_1.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/ks/smsd/Board.nsf/files/DCVN9S5D885A/$file/Superintendent%20Personal%20Electronic%20Device%20Rec.%20Part%202%20pptx%20(4).pdf
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
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Link to ROCKY’S RUNDOWN:  
https://view.gogipper.com/page/1924766 

 

https://view.gogipper.com/page/1924766
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Some have asked if they can still order BOYS 
Basketball STATE shirts--they can!! 

 
https://peacockprint-kc.com/collections/sms-state-basketball 

 

 

https://peacockprint-kc.com/collections/sms-state-basketball
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Access all SM South athletics and activity event calendar with real-time updates at www.sunflowerleague.org 

Monday, April 14, 2025  – Traditional 7 – Period Schedule 

8:00am Golf: Boys JV Tournament vs. Olathe South  @  Minor Park Golf Course 

9:00am Golf: Boys Varsity Tournament  vs. Multiple Schools..  @  Falcon Ridge 

3:30pm Tennis: Boys JV Dual  vs. St. James Academy  @  103rd & Marty 

4:15pm Baseball: JV Double Header    vs. Lawrence Free State  @  Lawrence Free State High School 

5:00pm Soccer: Girls C Team Game vs. Shawnee Mission-East  @  Shawnee Mission Soccer Complex 

Tuesday, April 15, 2025 - BLOCKS 2 – Advisory - 4 – 6 

7:00am NHS Meeting  Auditorium 

3:00pm Tennis: Boys JV Quad vs. Olathe South  @  CBAC - Tennis 

4:15pm Softball: Varsity Double Header vs. Shawnee Mission-East  @  Shawnee Mission Softball Complex 

4:30pm Baseball: Varsity Game  vs. Olathe North  @  3 & 2 Field 1 

5:00pm Soccer: Girls JV Game   vs. Shawnee Mission-East  @  Shawnee Mission Soccer Complex 

7:00pm Soccer: Girls Varsity Game vs. Shawnee Mission-East  @  Soccer Complex 

7:00pm South Area Orchestra Festival Shawnee Mission South High School  

Wednesday, April 16, 2025 – BLOCKS 1-3-5-7 

10:30am Heritage Assembly Main Gym 

3:00pm Golf: Boys JV Tournament vs. Shawnee Mission-West  @  St Andrews Golf Club 

3:30pm Swimming: Girls Varsity Invitational  vs. Multiple Schools..  @  Lawrence Free State 

3:30pm Tennis: Boys JV Dual  vs. Blue Valley Northwest  @  103rd & Marty 

3:30pm Tennis: Boys Varsity Dual vs. Blue Valley Northwest  @  Blue Valley Northwest 

3:30pm Track & Field: Varsity District  vs. Multiple Schools..  @  SM South Stadium 

3:45pm Track & Field: Varsity District vs. Multiple Schools..  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

4:15pm Softball: JV Double Header vs. Shawnee Mission-East  @  Shawnee Mission Softball Complex-Maurer Field 

Thursday, April 17, 2025 – LATE START 2 – Advisory - 4 - 6 
3:15pm Tennis: Boys JV Dual vs. Olathe North  @  103rd & Marty 

3:15pm Tennis: Boys Varsity Match  vs. Olathe North  @  Olathe North 

5:00pm Soccer: Girls JV Game vs. Shawnee Mission-Northwest  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

5:30pm Baseball: Varsity Game vs. Olathe-South  @  ODAC-S 

7:00pm Soccer: Girls Varsity Game vs. Shawnee Mission-Northwest @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

http://teacherweb.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=5872530&e=7F5B4F&c=47EE4&t=0&l=1C2EDC9D&email=jAp7Wbauj2Gy0NKrU0Yw73zXEaHTtGcN&seq=1
https://www.sunflowerleague.org/public/genie/403/school/10/date/2025-04-13/view/week/
https://www.sunflowerleague.org/public/genie/403/school/10/date/2025-04-13/view/week/
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Friday, April 18, 2025 – BLOCKS 1-3-5-7- Heritage Assembly 

TBD Track & Field: Varsity KU Relays  vs. TBA  @  Rock Chalk Park/Sport Pavilion Lawrence 

8:00am Tennis: Boys JV Tournament  vs. TBA  @  CBAC 

3:30pm Softball: Varsity Tournament  vs. Blue Valley North  @  CBAC 

5:30pm Softball: Varsity Tournament  vs. Blue Valley Northwest  @  CBAC 

Saturday, April 19, 2025 

8:00PM Prom Union Station 

TBD 
Track & Field: Varsity KU 
Relays 

vs. TBA  @  Rock Chalk Park/Sport Pavilion Lawrence 

11:00am Baseball: Varsity Game  vs. Blue Valley North  @  3 & 2 Field 1 
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