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Long Range Facility Planning 



Agenda
● Considerations 
● Current reality 
● Anticipated enrollment
● Community development 
● Next steps 



● Space for SoWashCo Alternative Learning Center
○ Career and Technical Education (CTE) space, gym, kitchen and cafeteria
○ Space for additional students, including students in grades 9 and 10

● Space for SoWashCo Early Learning and Preschool programs 
○ Provides dedicated space for Early Learning students birth through preschool
○ Space for additional Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) services 

● Space for Transportation
○ Additional space for bus storage and maintenance

● Space for Special Education 
○ Additional space to provide growing demand for high-needs 

special education spaces at all instructional levels

Previous Items Considered in Long Range Facility Planning



● District Service Center 
○ Space for staff working in Student Support Services and Teaching 

and Learning

● Land purchase 
○ A means to control cost and purchase land for future needs 

while it is still available
○ All housing remains somewhat unpredictable, new growth 

continues to sprawl outward from existing school sites, stressing 
transportation operations 

● Athletics/Performing Arts 
○ Auditorium lighting and sound equipment modernization 
○ Artificial turf for outdoor competition and practice fields 
○ Air conditioning for gyms with older HVAC systems

Previous Items Considered in Long Range Facility Planning



● Ongoing school construction projects will 
provide sufficient capacity for middle and 
high schools for next several years

● SoWashCo Schools is expected to maintain 
nearly 2,000 empty seats across 16 
elementary schools; varying in size from 250 
to 900 students

● Five elementary schools are anticipated to 
exceed 90% capacity, while 8 elementary 
schools will remain below 80% for the 2027/28 
school year  

Current Reality



Anticipated Enrollment - School Year 2027/28

** Enrollment is estimated for the 2027/28 school year 
based on current enrollment trends and the Hazel Reinhardt 

2023 demographic report.  

Grade Level
2023 Demographic 

Report Projection

Anticipated 

2027/28 

Enrollment**

Anticipated 2023 

Demographic 

Report Accuracy

Elementary 8,601 8,499 98.82%

Middle 4,514 4,573 101.3%

High 6,084 6,139 100.9%

Total 19,199 19,211 100.0%



Elementary Schools 
Less Than 80% 

Enrollment 2027/28

Elementary Schools 
80%-90%  

Enrollment 2027/28

Elementary Schools 
Greater Than 90% 

Enrollment  2027/28

● Armstrong                    

● Cottage Grove            

● Crestview                     

● Hillside                          

● Middleton                    

● Newport                       

● Royal Oaks                  

● Woodbury 

● Pine Hill                        

● Pullman                       

● Red Rock                            

● Bailey                               

● Grey Cloud 

● Liberty Ridge          

● Nuevas Fronteras*   

● Valley Crossing*  

*NFSI & VCES Contain 
Choice Programs With 

Some District Control Over 
Enrollment

Elementary Enrollment Rates - School Year 2027/28

Enrollment is estimated for the 27/28 school year based on current 
enrollment trends and the Hazel Reinhardt 2023 demographic report  



Community Development Update 

● SoWashCo Schools administrators meet regularly with city officials to 
discuss ongoing and upcoming housing and development projects.

● Housing information provided by city officials is tracking very close to the 
estimated growth reported in the 2023 Hazel Reinhardt Demographic 
Report.

● Housing growth is anticipated to keep pace for the next several years, 
with a potential uptick after 2028 
○ Ongoing economic volatility may play an unknown role in adjusting 

housing trends 



Challenges Ahead

School Choice
● Expansion of Math and Science Academy (MSA)  

○ In 2026/27, MSA:
■ Adding ~350 seats at elementary
■ Adding ~500 seats at secondary

○ The current trend indicates that two-thirds of MSA enrollment 
comes from SoWashCo Schools

● Capital campaign for expansion to New Life Academy

Housing
● Unknown impacts of economic volatility on housing growth



Next  Steps

● Commission a new demographic report to account for enrollment trends 
and emerging impacts to enrollment 

● Examine and update current building capacities to account for school 
operating conditions and instructional needs 

● Establish a consistent operating plan for the location and allocated 
space resources for Early Childhood education throughout SoWashCo 
Schools 

● Monitor school enrollment to assess the potential need for future 
attendance boundary adjustments

● Study previous items considered in Long Range Facility Plans to 
determine next steps 

● Conduct a Community Survey (Morris Leatherman) to review in 
conjunction with an updated demographic report



Questions?
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