Evergreen Park School District 124
Pre-Kindergarten Program

Welcome to Evergreen Park School District 124! Evergreen Park School
District 124 provides a Preschool For All Program funded through a grant
by the Illinois State Board of Education. The program is offered to all
3-5-year-old children who reside in Evergreen Park, participate in the
screening process, and meet the eligibility criteria. The goal of the
Preschool For All Program is to provide high-quality educational programs
for children who have academic risk factors. The program aligns with the
vision and mission of the district and emphasizes the relationship between
early childhood education, parenting education and involvement, and
future success in school. Please review the packet to acquaint yourself
with the program and assist with a successful transition.
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Meet the Staff

District Administration

Dr. Jenna Woodland Dr. Ashley Carlson
Superintendent Assistant Superintendent Curriculum
jwoodland@d124.org & Instruction

acarlson@d124.org

Ms. Rebecca Tyrrell Ms. Allison Wilson
Director of Student Support Services District Case Manager
rtyrrell@di124.org awilson@d124.org

Ms. Jean Hector
Administrative Assistant of Student Support Services

jhector@d124.org
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Building Administration

Dr. Matthew Banach Ms. Carrie Berry
Northwest Principal Northeast Principal
mbanach@d124.org cberry@d124.org

Ms. Meagan Franko
Northwest & Northeast
Assistant Principal

mfranko@d124.org

Additional Personnel

Northwest Northeast
Ms. Kathryn Berry Ms. Mary Briggs
School Secretary School Secretary
kaberry@d124.org mbriggs@d124.org

Ms. Kristen Campbell Ms. Barb Lusk
School Nurse School Nurse
kcampbell@d124.org blusk@d124.org

Ms. Evelyn Lara
District Bilingual Liaison

elara@d124.org
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Classroom Teachers

Ms. Jennifer McAuliff Ms. Brooklyhln Johnson Ms. Aine McKillop
. Nc?rthwes'r ook l\:]or'r wezfl2 Northeast
m liff@d124.or rookjohnson@d124.org amckillop@d124.0rq

Classroom Paraprofessionals

Northwest Northeast
Ms. Celia Sanchez Ms. Rebecca Bernard
celsanchez@d124.org rbernard@d124.org
Ms. Jen Rhead Ms. Arely Quintero
irhead@d124.org aquintero@d124.org
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Related Service Team
Speech and Language Pathologists
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Ms. Dora Prah Ms. Catherine Berry Ms. Kristin Bilas
Northwest Northwest Northeast
dprah@d124.org caberry@d124.org kbilas@d124.org

Occupational Therapists Physical Therapist
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Ms. Meghan McGarry Ms. Siobhan Cotter Ms. Alysia Bierne
Northwest Northwest / Northeast Northwest / Northeast
mmcgarry@d124.org scotter@d124.org abeirne@aerods0é.org

Social Workers
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Ms. Sierra Dick Ms. Amanda Carberry  Ms. Carey Kato Dickman
Northwest Northwest Northeast
sdick@d124.org acarberry@d124.org ckatodickman@d124.or
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Pre-Kindergarten Program

LOCATIONS:

e Northeast Elementary School

o Ms. Carrie Berry, Principal
Ms. Meagan Franko, Assistant Principal
Ms. Mary Briggs, Building Secretary
9058 S. California, Evergreen Park, IL 60805
(708) 422-6501

o https://northeastelementaryschool.d124.org
e Northwest Elementary School

o Dr. Matthew Banach, Principal
Ms. Meagan Franko, Assistant Principal
Mrs. Kathryn Berry, Building Secretary
3630 W. 92nd Street, Evergreen Park, IL 60805
(708) 425-9473
https://northwestelementaryschool.d124.org

o O O O

o O O O O

DAYS AND TIMES:

e All sessions run Monday through Friday. Times for each are listed below.

AM Session PM Session
8:15 - 11:00 am 12:15 - 2:50 pm

e On most Wednesdays, our school district has Late start days to provide
teachers with Professional Learning Time. The District Calendar will have
additional specifics about Late Start Days.

Late Start Wednesday Time for AM Sessions ONLY - 9:20-11:00 am
The following dates are NOT Late Start days;

August 30th
October 18th
October 25th
November 8th
January 10th
January 17th
March 13th
May 22nd
May 29th
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DROP OFF AND PICK UP:

e Please adhere to the designated parking locations at your individual
school buildings. Parents and families are NOT permitted to park in the
staff parking lots.

e Park and walk your child to the designated doors. Outside doors are
labeled around each building.

o Northeast Elementary School
m Ms. Aine McKillop - Door 4S

o Northwest Elementary School
m Ms. Brooklyn Johnson - Door 3W
m  Mrs. Jenn McAuliff - Door 4W

ABSENCES AND TARDIES:

e If your child will be absent, please call the school office and report their
absence.

e Please be punctual dropping and picking up your child. Young children
adhere to routines and can become very upset and dysregulated when
entering or leaving a room/school late.

e Any students dropped off after the session has started (8:15 or 12:15)
should enter through the main office and be signed in by their parent or
guardian.

PHYSICAL/IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENT:

e Each child is required by Illinois State Law to have a current and complete
health physical and updated immunization record on file at school.

SUPPLIES/FEES:

e This program is fully funded through the Preschool For All Grant and
is NO COST to parents. We ask you to supply the following:

o Backpack large enough to fit a folder.
o Change of clothes labeled in a ziplock bag.
o Pull-ups and wipes for children that are not yet potty trained.

CLOTHING:

e Children should wear comfortable, washable, and easy-to-use play
clothes.

e Shoes should be school appropriate (no flip-flops) and gym shoes are
required on gym days.

e Weather permitting students will spend approximately 30 minutes daily
outside. Please dress your child for the outside weather.
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PROGRAM MODEL/CURRICULUM:

The pre-kindergarten classroom is a general education classroom
designed to provide children with a structured classroom experience that
is rich in language, focuses on early learning and development, and
provides the opportunity for positive social interaction.

The design is a blended model which involves collaboration between the
classroom teacher and various service providers (speech and language,
occupational therapy, and social emotional support) to design and
implement routines and activities which support at-risk students and
students identified with an Individualized Education Plan (IEP).
Classrooms include a teacher and paraprofessional.

Maximum of 20 students per classroom

Multi-age grouping

CURRICULUM:

Creative Curriculum

o The Creative Curriculum is used in the Early Childhood Classroom
emphasizing a play-based model. The instruction is individualized,
scaffolded, and aligned with the Illinois Early Learning and
Development Standards.

o The curriculum is embedded into play-based learning centers,
whole class, small group, and individualized instruction, and
revolves around themed units.

o The Creative Curriculum covers development in the following
domains: Social/Emotional, Physical, Language, Cognitive, Literacy,
Mathematics, Science and Technology, Social Studies, and the Arts.

ASSESSMENT:

All students in the program are assessed over three checkpoints
throughout the year. Assessments are based on teacher observations and
documentation of the childrens’ skills, knowledge, and behaviors using
actual classroom experiences, activities, and products.

Assessments reflect development and learning in all domains: and
recognize overall strengths and progress.

DAILY ROUTINE:

Each teacher sets the schedule for their classroom, providing a balance of
teacher-directed and meaningful child-initiated activities and includes 30
minutes of gross motor play and 60 minutes of child-focused activities.
Additional activities include arrival and dismissal routines, clean-up time,
read-aloud, small group, and snack time.
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SNACK TIME:

e Snack time is offered as a daily center and encourages social interactions.

e Students are encouraged to be self-sufficient and have choices at the
snack center.

e All snacks and drinks are provided through the program and are
store-bought.

e Any allergies or dietary restrictions should be shared with the teacher.

PARENT-TEACHER COMMUNICATION/CONFERENCES:

e One of the most significant predictors of a child’s life success is parent
involvement in their child’s education at home and school. District 124 is
committed to regular home to school communication.

Each school will have an Open House at the beginning of the school year.
Electronic communication via online platforms (i.e. Class Dojo).

A folder is provided and sent home and should be returned to school daily.
Teachers send home progress reports and conduct parent conferences
twice a year.

e Email and phone communication is utilized.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT:

e A family/school partnership is an essential component of the preschool
program.
e Our goal is to have families participate in a minimum of one of the
following activities:
o 5 Craft Days per year (approximately every other month)
Volunteer in the classroom (i.e. parties, guest reader)
Field trips (must be accompanied by a parent or guardian)
Parent Workshops
Family Events

o O O O

ADDITIONAL WAYS TO STAY CONNECTED:

e Digital Presence
o District Webpage-D124.org
Facebook-@EPSD124
Twitter-@EPSD124
Instagram-@EPSD124
o YouTube-@EvergreenParkSchoolDistrict124
e Booster Clubs
o Each individual school has Booster Clubs that allow for
collaboration and planning of school activities. Registration can be
found under the “About” menu on each school’s web page.

o O O
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