ntemporary | nd Project-B Historical Inqui
Semester Elective (10-12)

This semester course is meant for students interested in writing, research, history, literature, film production,
theater, humanities (philosophy, sociology, psychology, anthropology, etc), and journalism through a historical
lens. Throughout the semester students will develop research projects of their choosing based upon a common
theme while at the same time practicing historical thinking skills in the examination of contemporary issues.
Students will develop a thesis, research and analyze source material, and express this work through a
summative final project that is clear, persuasive, and creative.

Course Essential Questions:

For what end(s) should we analyze source materials to inform our perception of contemporary events?
To what extent does the past influence the present?

Is it possible to use historical inquiry to impact the contemporary world?

What is the most effective way to convey historical context and understanding?

In what ways does bias/perspective drive historical narrative?
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Course Power Standards:

1. MO Standards j- D3.1.912
a. 1.1A (DT) k. D2.His.11.9-12
b. 1.1B (DT) . D2.His.12.9-12
c. 1.1C (DT) m. D3.1.9-12
d. 1.2A (KCU)
e. 1.2B (KCU) 2. C-3 Standards
f. 5.4B (KCU) a. D2.His.11.9-12
g. 5.4C (KCU) b. D2.His.12.9-12
h. D2.His.11.9-12 c. D3.1.912
i. D2.His.12.9-12 d. D4.1.9-12

Course Big Ideas:
1. Big Idea EVIDENCE: Deconstruct sources of evidence to generate an informed conclusion/construct
meaning.
2. Big ldea RESEARCHED EVIDENCE: Independently select, evaluate, and organize varied sources of
evidence to generate an informed conclusion/construct meaning.
3. Big Idea ARGUMENT: Create reasoned arguments using critical thinking
a. Compare / Contrast
b. Draw a Conclusion
c. Cause / Effect
d. Continuity & Change Over Time
4. Big Idea ACTION: Generate a plan to take informed action to impact their community and/or participate
in the problem-solving process.



Units of Study

Unit 1 Essential Question(s):

e How can we analyze source materials to inform our perception of contemporary events?
e To what extent does the past influence the present?
e In what ways does bias/perspective drive historical narrative?

Unit 1 Big Ideas

1. Big Idea EVIDENCE: Deconstruct sources of gvidence to generate an informed conclusion/construct
meaning.

2. Big Idea RESEARCHED EVIDENCE: Independently select, evaluate, and organize varied sources of
evidence to generate an informed conclusion/construct meaning.

Unit 1 Learning Standards

MO Standards MO Standards C-3

1.1A (DT) 1.2A (KCU) D1.4.9-12
1.1B (DT) 1.2B (KCU) D1.5.9-12
1.1C (DT) 1.2C (KCU) D2.His.5.9-12
1.1E (DT) 2.4A (KCU) D2.His.8.9-12
2.1A (DT) 5.4B (KCU) D3.1.9-12
5.1C (DT) 5.4C (KCU) D3.2.9-12

Major Concepts Covered:
1. Research and the role it plays in historical inquiry
2. Examine various research methodologies
3. Examine the origin of bias in both contemporary and historical source materials
4. Research Contemporary Issues through comparative research (American Politics, social history,
economics)
a. Annotated Bibliographies
5. Review final project options and criteria inherent to each

Unit 1 Rationale: The class will open the semester by examining relevant contemporary issues while
practicing critical inquiry and research on relevant topics.

Unit 1 Assessments:

Formative Assessment(s):

Formative assessment(s) will be based on a contemporary issue studied in class. Students will be assessed
on their ability to deconstruct sources of evidence to generate an informed conclusion. The teacher will
select the evidence that will be analyzed/deconstructed. Big Idea #1

Summative Assessments: Students will be given a claim about a contemporary issue that they will then
select and organize sources of evidence to support/refute the claim. Big Idea #2




Unit 2: Transition to student-centered learning (4 weeks)

Unit 2 Essential Question(s):

e What are the advantages of researching through the lens of the theme?
e How does a specific claim and acknowledgment of counterclaims impact research?

Unit 2 Big Ideas

1. Big Idea RESEARCHED EVIDENCE: Independently select, evaluate, and organize varied sources of
evidence to generate an informed conclusion/construct meaning.
2. Big Idea ARGUMENT: Create reasoned arguments using critical thinking
a. Compare / Contrast
b. Draw a Conclusion
c. Cause / Effect
d. Continuity & Change Over Time

Unit 2 Learning Standards

MO Standards MO Standards C3 Standards
1.1A (DT) 1.2A (KCU) D2.His.11.9-12
1.1B (DT) 1.2B (KCU) D2.His.12.9-12
1.1C (DT) 1.2C (KCU) D3.1.9-12
1.1E (DT) 1.2D (KCU) D3.2.9-12
2.1A (DT) 1.3A (KCU) D3.4.9-12
5.1C (DT) 1.3B (KCU)

1.3C (KCU)

1.3D (KCU)

Major Concepts Covered:

e Discuss, selecting, and debate a common class theme for projects.

e Develop and create group/individual essential questions specific to individual research.

e Research & Analyze Contemporary Issues in a group setting (Global/Historical Political, Social,
Economic Perspectives)

Unit 2 Rationale: During the second phase of this course students begin to take ownership of the topics
covered and the research they decide to conduct. During this unit, students will create annotated
bibliographies specific to their individual or group topic.

Unit 2 Assessments:

Formative Assessment(s):

Students will be given a claim about a contemporary issue that they will then select and organize sources of
evidence to support/refute the claim. Big Idea #2

Summative Assessments:

Students will submit their own work (annotated research) , creating a reasoned argument that demonstrates
their ability to draw a conclusion from their own research. Big Idea #3 (draw conclusions)




Unit 3: Project-based learning (8 weeks)

Unit 3 Essential Question(s):

e For what end(s) should we analyze source materials to inform our perception of contemporary
events?

To what extent does the past influence the present?

Is it possible to use historical inquiry to impact the contemporary world?

What is the most effective way to convey historical context and understanding?

In what ways does bias/perspective drive historical narrative?

Unit 3 Big Ideas

1. Big Idea ARGUMENT: Create reasoned arguments using critical thinking
e. Compare / Contrast
f. Draw a Conclusion
g. Cause/ Effect
h. Continuity & Change Over Time
5. Big ldea ACTION: Generate a plan to take informed action to impact their community and/or
participate in the problem-solving process.

Unit 3 Learning Standards

MO Standards MO Standards C3 Standards
1.1A (DT) 1.2A (KCU) D4.1.9-12
1.1B (DT) 1.2B (KCU) D4.2.9-12
1.1C (DT) 1.2C (KCU) D4.3.9-12
1.1E (DT) 1.2D (KCU) D4.4.9-12
2.1A (DT) 1.3A (KCU) D4.5.9-12
5.1C (DT) 1.3B (KCU)

1.3C (KCU)

1.3D (KCU)

Unit 3 Major Concepts Covered:

e Research topics covered by students will vary.

e Conduct and reflect on student self-reflections and self-evaluations and how such practices can
impact student work.

e Create a series of promotions for the presentation of final projects.

e Challenge traditional perspectives and historical narratives regarding contemporary issues.

Unit 3 Rationale: Unit 3 is dedicated to student work on their individual/group projects. The first two units set
the foundation for historical inquiry and research skills. In the final phase of this course, students will take the
work from Unit 2 and begin to apply it by communicating conclusions and taking informed action. Students
will collaborate with others and communicate and critique their conclusions in public venues.

Unit 3 Assessments:

Formative Assessment(s): Checkpoints about student progress on the final project




Summative Assessments:

There are five project types in the program: exhibit, documentary, performance, website, and paper. Each
type of project has its own set of rules that give boundaries for how the project is produced. All types require
the same level of research and analysis.

Each Project will be graded with the following KHS SS Big Ideas in mind.
Big Idea ARGUMENT: Create reasoned arguments using critical thinking
a. Compare / Contrast
b. Draw a Conclusion
c. Cause / Effect
d. Continuity & Change Over Time
Big Idea ACTION: Generate a plan to take informed action to impact their community and/or
participate in the problem-solving process.

Resources: Field Trip (field trips available Summer 2020

e Missouri Historical Society
o Pre K-12 Programs
m Structured Research Visits
e Kemper Art Museum (historical context and politics of Art)” Transgressive”
SLAM (historical context and politics of Art)” Transgressive”
o Pre-research concepts and arts and seek them out in the museum

e Library Resources
o Historical thinking:

m https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/rest/v2/go/4966/details/175353

o Writing like a historian:

m https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/rest/v2/go/4966/details/175351

Colonial and Postcolonial Latin America and the Caribbean: Emily Sebastian, ed. The Colonial and Postcolonial
Experience New York, NY: Britannica Educational Publishing with Rosen Educational Services, 2017. 254 pp.
e This volume examines colonial society in Latin America and the Caribbean and its influence on the region today.

Salvador Allende Reader: Chile's Voice of Democracy
e Features a substantial biographical introduction on Allende and an extensive chronology and bibliography.

The Chile Reader: History, Culture, Politics (The Latin America Readers)

e The Chile Reader makes available a rich variety of documents spanning more than five hundred years of Chilean
history. Most of the selections are by Chileans; many have never before appeared in English. The history of Chile
is rendered from diverse perspectives, including those of Mapuche Indians and Spanish colonists, peasants and
aristocrats, feminists and military strongmen, entrepreneurs and workers, and priests and poets. Among the many
selections are interviews, travel diaries, letters, diplomatic cables, cartoons, photographs, and song lyrics.

Representing Reality: Issues and Concepts in Documentary
e Representing Reality is the first book to offer a conceptual overview of documentary filmmaking practice. It
addresses numerous social issues and how they are presented to the viewer by means of style, rhetoric, and
narrative technique. The volume poses questions about the relationship of the documentary tradition to power, the
body, authority, knowledge, and our experience of history.


https://mohistory.org/learn/schools/6-12-student-programs?sort=identifier
https://mohistory.org/learn/schools/6-12-student-programs/structured-research-visits
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/rest/v2/go/4966/details/175353
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/rest/v2/go/4966/details/175351

DVD/Film/Documentary Materials: Salvador Allende
e Patricio Guzman (THE BATTLE OF CHILE) tells Allende's story, from his youth in Valparaiso and his early career,
to his presidency of Chile and death during the coup of September 11, 1973.

DVD/Film/Documentary Materials: Nostalgia for the Light
e Director Patricio Guzman travels to Chile's Atacama Desert where astronomers examine distant galaxies,
archaeologists uncover traces of ancient civilizations, and women dig for the remains of disappeared relatives.

DVD/Film/Documentary Materials: Machuca
e Setin Chile, 1973, this is an astonishingly intimate and painful coming-of-age story about a pair of 12-year-old
boys from opposite extremes of society who form an unlikely friendship during the last days of President Allende
and the first days of Pinochet. The potent events are accompanied by a searingly beautiful soundtrack with
heart-stopping beats that propel the drama of the story.



