
  

UPCOMING EVENTS >>> 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 18, 2025 
No School – Professional Day 
 
April 27, 2025 
State History Day 
 
May 5, 2025 
Murray PACT Meeting 
5:00pm – 6:30pm 
 
May 22, 2025 
Spring Band/Orchestra Concert 
6:30pm 
 

May 26, 2025 

No School – Memorial Day 

 

June 9, 2025 

8th Grade Recognition 

9:30am (By Foundations) 

1:30pm (By Foundations) 

(See page 2) 

 

June 10, 2025 

6th Grade Awards (By Invitation) 

7th Grade Awards (By Invitation) 

8th Grade Valleyfair 

9:00am – 6:00pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pilot School News  
April 18, 2025 | Volume #15 

Without goals, and plans to reach them, you are like a ship that has set sail with no 
destination.  Fitzhugh Dodson 
 
Quarter 4 is upon us!  This time of year can seem like a crazy whirlwind of events and 
culminating experiences.  It’s important for students to remain locked in and to continue 
to follow their “plan” or shall we say those incremental steps and goals that they can use 
to guide them to success at the end of the year.  For some this may be raising a grade 
in a particular class, completing a season while attempting a new sport, playing your 
part with no mistakes in the last concert or even making a few new friends before we 
head off to summer.  The mid-quarter date is May 16.  Please continue to stay in 
communication with your student’s teachers as we partner to help them finish the year 
on top! 

 
Registration is right around the corner.  Communication continues to come out from our 
scheduling/counseling team.  Please make sure that you are reaching out to Ms. 
Revermann or Ms. Lee (our counselors) if you have any questions.  If your child is an 
8th grader and you have questions regarding 9th grade registration, we can certainly 
help you.  It would be advised that you reach out to the Como Senior High counseling 
team as well. 

 
Finally, I am happy to share that our budget has been approved and Murray is excited to 
increase our support systems and academic options for students.  We are going to work 
to add a full time World Language teacher (Spanish), we are going to work to add an 
academic intervention support program and will have approximately 26 different elective 
options available to our students!  We very much look forward to all of the opportunities 
that Murray will have for our scholars next year.  In case you were not able to attend, 
this link will bring you to the budget presentation that was shared at our Community 
Budget meeting on 4/16/25.  Please feel free to reach out if you have any questions. 
Murray 25/26 Budget Presentation 

 
Celebrations: 
#Pilotprops of the week! Mr. Lee would like to celebrate David Soe. David consistently 
shows what it means to be a dedicated learner. He comes to class prepared, takes 
responsibility for his work, and isn’t afraid to ask questions when something doesn’t 
make sense. His positive attitude and strong work ethic make him a great role model for 
others. Keep it up, David! 
#Pilotprops of the week! Ms. Crowley would like to celebrate Imogen Staloch. Imogen 
is so awesome to have in class because she is creative and artistic. She is also willing 
to share her ideas and bring a fresh perspective to class discussions. She has a positive 
attitude and approaches challenges with a can-do mindset. On top of all of that she is 
kind and open-minded, accepting of everyone and works well with others. 
 
Your Co-Pilot, 
 
 
 
Jamin McKenzie 

Principal, Murray Middle School 
 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1w7OM8y8XTy0fPWnZbeGP9m0RB52_Sf0iCwi8xfuLZic/edit?usp=sharing
https://x.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click
https://x.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click


  

 
 
 
 

 

Sixth Grade 
 

English Language Arts with Ms. 
Williams, Ms. Steinhoff and Ms. 
Carter: 
Sixth-grade Readers and Writers are 
embarking on the wonderful worlds 
of fantasy! We will be reading 
fantasy books and analyzing power, 
quest structures, and archetypes in 
our fantasy book clubs. We will also 
be creating fantasy stories in Writers 
Workshop. Ask you student to share 
their ideas about fantasy! 
 
MN Studies with Mr. Kareem and 
Ms. Pfeiffer: 
In Minnesota Studies we are 
wrapping up our Civil War unit by 
writing letters from the perspective of 
Civil War soldiers. Students are 
designing their own character and 
then will write a letter using specific 
historical details we have learned 
this unit about soldier's experiences 
during the United States Civil War. 
Students will get creative to make 
their letters look like the primary 
source letters we have seen from the 
actual time period of the Civil War. 
 

Seventh Grade 
 

Life Science with Mr. Altringer and 
Ms. Dooley: 
The students are beginning the unit 
on Photosynthesis and Matter 
Cycling.  We started by investigating 
what macronutrients (carbohydrates, 
protein, fat) are in different breakfast 
foods, and then wondered how they 
got into the plants.  We have a list of 
potential sources and we're going to 
do several investigations to support 
or eliminate each of them as we 
move through first part of the unit. 
 
American Studies with Ms. 
Newman: 
Before Spring Break, we wrapped up 
learning about World War II. In April, 
we will be learning about the Cold 
War (USSR vs US) and how that 
impacted life here in the United 
States from the Cuban Missile Crisis 
to the Korean War and eventually the 
Vietnam War.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

State History Day Finalists have 
been announced. We had 22 
projects and 37 students who 
qualified for State History Day on 
April 27th! Great job, historians!  
 

Eighth Grade 
 

Math with Mr. Hayden: 
In Algebra, students are beginning to 
learn about scatter plots. We will see 
how to construct and interpret them, 
what kinds of associations they can 
show, how those associations can be 
classified as weak or strong, and 
how scatter plots can be used to 
make predictions. At the start of our 
current unit, we also learned about 
arithmetic and geometric sequences. 
We discovered arithmetic sequences 
have a common difference between 
terms and are linear, whereas 
geometric sequences have a 
common ratio and are nonlinear. 
 
In Integrated Math, students are 
beginning to learn about the 
foundations of geometry. This will 
cover a variety of topics including 
how to measure segments and 
angles, how to complete various 
geometric constructions using a 
compass and straightedge, how to 
use the midpoint and distance 
formulas to answer questions, and 
how those formulas are derived. 
Since we recently completed a unit 
about the Pythagorean Theorem, 
students will hopefully make the 
connection between that and the 
distance formula. 
 
Physical Science with Mr. Chase 
and Ms. Dooley: 
The students are wrapping up the 
unit on Exothermic Chemical 
Reactions — how can we engineer a 
solution to a problem using chemical 
reactions.  The students learned 
about how some chemical reactions 
give off heat energy and they 
designed heaters for food that could 
be used in emergency situations.  
They will be applying these concepts 
to a program that saves sea turtles in 
their unit final. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

8th Grade Recognition by Foundations 
9:30am 

• Aal 

• Chase 

• Croone 

• Dooley 

• Hirthe 
1:30pm 

• Cabatingan 

• Cudahy 

• Decourt 

• Hayden 

• Jenniges 

• Scheid 

• Steinhoff 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yearbooks 
 

Yearbooks cost $24.00. 

https://www.jostens.com/year
books/high-school-

yearbooks.html 
 

 
 

 

 

Valleyfair  
Eighth Grade Celebration! 

 
Tuesday, June 10th / 9:00am – 

6:00pm / $38.00 
 

Valleyfair Trip - Class Registration 
v3.0 - Saint Paul Public Schools 

(rschooltoday.com) 
 

Money and Permission Forms Due 
May 15, 2025 

Students need to be picked up at 
Murray at 6:00pm 

 
 

 

https://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/high-school-yearbooks.html
https://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/high-school-yearbooks.html
https://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/high-school-yearbooks.html
https://spps.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/getclass/category_id/528/program_id/70
https://spps.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/getclass/category_id/528/program_id/70
https://spps.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/getclass/category_id/528/program_id/70


  

Counselors Corner 
 
Here are a few announcements from our counseling team. As a reminder, here is our contact information: 
 

• Ms. Justine Revermann - justine.revermann@spps.org - 651-744-7130: Student last names A-L 

• Ms. Stephanie Lee - stephanie.lee@spps.org - 651-744-3600: Student last names M-Z 

• Mr. Noah McGurran-Hanson, Social Worker - noah.mcgurran-hanson@spps.org – 651-744-42725 

• Ms. Jessie Phillips, Social Worker – jessie.phillips@spps.org – 651-744-3437 

 
 
All families:  
Summer school registration is open today! Summer School is not required for middle schoolers. You can register online 
through Campus. There will also be paper copies that students can pick up at the main office at school. The paper copies 
should be returned to the student's school counselor. All other information can be accessed through the link below.  
Link for information: https://www.spps.org/academics/summer-learning-programs/middle-school  
 
We will soon have a mobile resource van visiting Murray. It will have resources such as hygiene products, soap, deodorant, 
clothing, sunscreen, raincoats, and some snacks as well. Reach out to a counselor or social worker to make sure your student 
has a chance to pick up items from the mobile resource truck. This is a new resource to Murray Middle School. 
 
 

Class registration for current 6th and 7th graders: 
We have set our dates for our Murray in-house registration for current 6th and 7th graders. They will register during the school 
day in their science classes. In upcoming messages and newsletters, we will have the list of elective courses that are likely 
available next year. Students will need to bring their iPad to complete the registration process. Here are our registration dates:  
 
• Monday, April 28: Crowley (6th grade: periods 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6) 
• Tuesday, April 29: Chase (6th grade: periods 6 and 7) 
• Thursday, May 1: Altringer (7th grade: periods 1, 2, 4, and 6) 
• Friday, May 2: Dooley (7th grade: periods 1 and 2) 
 

•     Our Murray elective course catalog for 2025-2026 is linked here:   
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IbG_i4IFKIC_Dj78sNHzE3OiLxvyWU6ZAUv8KgtaeGA/edit?usp=sharing  
Students will be shown slides in their Foundations classes next week about registration and elective options. Here is 
the link to the slides: 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tZ_8V_pzsWUjFybhmT_QU0QwlkxR75pRe2MSDlHXdoM/edit?usp=sharing 
 
•    There may be minor changes to our electives as we get closer to registration, students will need to register for    
about 5 electives, and 4 alternates as students will be enrolled in an increased number of electives with our change to 
the block (8 classes over the course of 2 days) schedule.  
•     Please review the elective options with your student and brainstorm their choices for next year's elective classes 
which they will register for during the last week of April during the school day 
•     Students will also be placed in support classes based on their grades, testing scores, and teacher feedback for 
reading (On Track Literacy/WINN), math (math support), and English Language Development (for English Language 
Learners), which will take up an elective spot for students. 

 

 
8th grade families:  

  
o Central HS (select preferred elective classes for 9th grade): Thursday, April 24 from 5-7PM  
o Link: https://central.spps.org/students/counseling/course-request-information?tag_id=164 

 
• Notification should have gone out recently about high school enrollment changes, check your spam/junk email 

if you didn't receive an expected notification. Call the SPPS Placement Center for further high school 
enrollment questions and changes: 651-632-3760  

• If your student is planning to participate in a high school sport during the fall, sports begin in mid-August, so 
they need to register for them during the first or second week of August and they need a sports physical (good 
for 3 years) to participate in any high school sport 

 

 

mailto:justine.revermann@spps.org
mailto:stephanie.lee@spps.org
mailto:noah.mcgurran-hanson@spps.org
mailto:jessie.phillips@spps.org
https://www.spps.org/academics/summer-learning-programs/middle-school
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IbG_i4IFKIC_Dj78sNHzE3OiLxvyWU6ZAUv8KgtaeGA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tZ_8V_pzsWUjFybhmT_QU0QwlkxR75pRe2MSDlHXdoM/edit?usp=sharing
https://central.spps.org/students/counseling/course-request-information?tag_id=164


  

 

Debate 
 
 
Hello from the Minnesota Urban Debate League! We have great news for you! Your debate team recently 
competed at the Middle School Debate City Championship on March 26th, hosted at Central High School in St 
Paul. The City Championship is the capstone tournament of the season where each school can only send a limited 
number of partnerships to compete. This year, nearly 200 debaters from across the metro competed for the title of 
City Champion! You can find pictures, videos, and interviews from the event on our Facebook page!  

 
Your debaters did an excellent job! Your school sent 13 debaters across two divisions. In debate, students can 
earn Partnership Awards based on their number of wins and they can also win Speaker Awards based on their 
individual performances. 

 
In the Novice Division, with 19th partnerships competing, Petra Mueller (debating solo) achieved 5th place, 
while Kai Boyd and Shantanu Deshmukh placed 19th! In the speakers awards, Kai Boyd came in 33rd place, 
followed by Petra Mueller in 34th place and Shantanu Deshmukh in 36th place among 36th competitors.  

 
In Junior Varsity, the partnership of Elias Keeler and Ikeah Hakanson secured 5th place out of 43 
partnerships! The partnership of Angelina Yang and Mariya Adam finished in 22nd place. This year’s Junior 
Varsity pool was by far the largest and most competitive in history - your debaters did a great job competing against 
the city’s best! 

 
Your debaters have had an excellent season; the skills they’ve gained and the knowledge they’ve learned through 
debate is readily apparent to judges, coaches, and parents who watch their debates. Judge Tom Mickelson, an 
Urban Debate League alum and current high school coach, observed the following about the debaters, “I was very 
impressed with the debaters’ performance. I was able to judge the first tournament of the season back in January, 
and the strides they’ve made from then up to today are incredible. Not only do they have a firm grip on the science 
of the topic (Mars colonization), but they are confident, persuasive, and passionate about advocating for their side - 
regardless of whether they are for Mars colonization or against it. The debaters at this tournament really put a lot of 
time and effort into preparing for this City Championship, and you can tell how much it means to them.” 

 
The credit for your team’s growth and excellent performance this season goes entirely to coaches Charlotte 
Washington and Becky Williams. They’ve been great advocates for debate - keeping students engaged but 
challenged, providing emotional support to debaters, and making sure everything runs smoothly. And a special 
shout out to the after-school staff at Murray who make sure everything is in place for a large and successful debate 
team! 

 
Thank you again for your support of debate in your school! I hope your school community is able to celebrate your 
debaters’ accomplishments and recognize the superb work happening on your team. We look forward to another 
great season next year, where the debaters will be debating about education reform - a topic very close to their 
lives! 

 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.facebook.com/share/p/1EfYFBKUHb/__;!!LSatmg!8066E9IgDUFgJcbR9SignJ6hStNLUpsKSxuRExRyOjfcnfRDweyDG7_C2C7jY567HwbtbGpP8cohcz3NSvv3CTQ$


  

 

Debate 
 
Tournament Results 
 
Partnership Awards 
Junior Varsity Division  

5th place:Elias Keeler & Ikeah Hakanson 
22nd place:Angelina Yang & Mariya Adam 
30th place:Maja Briggs & Christina Yang 
31st place:Otto Erwin & Will Olson-Krengel 
43rd place:Mello Rouse & Malik Cheeks 

Novice Division  
5th place:Petra Mueller 
19th place:Kai Boyd & Shantanu Deshmukh 

 
Speakers Awards 
Junior Varsity Division  

30th place:Elias Keeler 
43rd place:Ikeah Hakanson 
52nd place:Will Olson-Krengel 
58th place:Mariya Adam 
59th place:Maja Briggs 
65th place:Christina Yang 
69th place:Malik Cheeks 
70th place:Otto Erwin 
72nd place:Mello Rouse 
73rd place:Angelina Yang 

Novice Division  
33rd place:Kai Boyd 
34th place:Petra Mueller 
36th place:Shantanu Deshmukh 

 
Jake Swede 
Program Director, Minnesota Urban Debate League 

 
 



  

 

Academic All-Star Quarter 3 
 
Mariya Adam – For outstanding work, both individually and in teams. Great questions, great lab work! 
 
Amelia Berry – Amelia is an amazing mathematician. She not only excels in her homework and quizzes but as a leader 
in class by helping others. She is a wonderful role model. Keep up the great work! 
 
Erik Bollman – Erik is a strong student who consistently works to drive their science thinking forward and that of the 
whole class. 
 
Tha Y Choeh – Tha Ya is focused, diligent, always tries her best, and always sharing her ideas with others. I 
appreciate Tha Ya’s courage to speak her mind, solve problems, and share her knowledge. She is a great friend to 
others and a wonderful student! 
 
Sam Czarnezki – Sam is a strong student and very serious about getting his work done and doing well. 
 
Shantanu Deshmukh – Very serious about getting his work done, and done well. Shantanu did great coming in as a 
new 8th grader and figuring things out. 
 
Joey Ehlers – Joey is an amazing mathematician. He not only excels in his homework and quizzes but as a leader in 
class by helping others. He is a wonderful role model. Keep up the great work! 
 
Otto Erwin – Otto works hard to advocate for himself in Writing class. He pushes himself to do his best and tries 
again anytime he doesn’t get it the first time. Keep it up! 
 
Joseph Haron – Joseph has been working hard this year in his classes and is doing a great job with a positive 
attitude! Keep it up, Joseph! 
 
Amariana Kingbird – Amariana has been working very hard this school year and is always a positive influence. We are 
so glad to have her here at Murray! 
 
Benson Lee – Benson is always willing to answer questions in his math support class. He is a role model for other 
students. Keep being the great role model you are! 
 
Anneliese Lindfors – Anneliese is a strong student and very serious about getting her work done and doing well. 
 
Mary Grace Lindsley – Mary Grace is an incredibly organized and responsible student who is thorough and precise 
when showing her work, works well with others and leads by example. Outstanding job, Mary Grace! 
 
Elliot Lueck – Elliot does a great job of being willing to share his ideas, takes responsibility to ensure his work is 
complete, and likes to work with a variety of students. Keep up the great work! 
 
Tre’ McCarty – Tre’ said he was going to “lock-in” for Quarter 3 and “lock-in” he did! Tre’ gets his assignments 
completed, supports his classmates if they need help when doing a problem for the class and asks questions to 
further his learning, way to go Tre’! 
 
Tony Morris – Part of the DIRT Crew. Always doing the right thing. 
 
Javon Neuman – Javon has made great gains in his reading and math skills. He continues to gain confidence in his 
abilities. Keep up the good work! 
 
Sadiki Nyota – Sadiki is always focused on turning in her best work. She is a fantastic student who is willing to help 
others. 
 
Will Olsen Krengel – For outstanding work in physical science – great individual, lab, and team work! 
 
Matt Peltier – Part of the DIRT Crew. Always doing the right thing. 
 
John Reinhardt – John is always excited to learn and apply his Historical Knowledge! Keep it up! 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



  

 

Academic All-Star Quarter 3 
 

Daniel Saw – Daniel has focused and worked hard to grow his historical skills and knowledge. Daniel is very creative 
and combines his social studies skills and his interest in art to show his learning. 
 
Eh Soe – Eh Soe works to further his and the classes understanding of science. He does a great job of knowing when 
to share his idea or question. Keep it up! 
 
Ashley Solorzano Cermeno – Ashley is a strong student and very serious about getting her work done and doing well-
keep it up! 
 
Lovely Son – Lovely has done a great job in his quarter 3 classes. He is working hard, focusing, and always respectful 
to his classmates. Keep up the great work, Lovely! 
 
Leticia Sousa Martins – Leticia is a strong student and very serious about getting her work done and doing well-keep 
it up! 
 
London Watson – London has shown her learning this quarter through strong historical analysis, using specific 
evidence to support claims about events in history. 
 
Caden White – Caden is a strong student who consistently works to drive their science thinking forward and that of 
the whole class. 
 
Zhenjing Xiong – Zhenjing is a strong writer who puts forth all his effort into doing his best. He consistently shows 
above grade level work. Well done! 
 
Eleanora Zimowicz – Eleanora is a strong student and very serious about getting her work done and doing well. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 


