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CALL TO
ORDER/ROLL CALL

RECOGNITION OF
PUBLIC

MOTION TO
APPOINT DR.
BRUNSON AS
CHAIRPERSON

PLACEMENT OF
ITEMS ON THE
CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes of the SWCCCASE
Board of Directors Meeting
March 19, 2025

A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Southwest Cook County Cooperative
Association for Special Education was called to order at 8:01 a.m. on Wednesday,
March 19, 2025.

On roll call, the following members were found to be present: Dr. Droba,

Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Roth, Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor (8:02 a.m.), Dr. Sikora, and

Mr. Lavelle (D230). Also present: Dr. Gineen O’Neil, Executive Director, Mr. Tage
Shumway, Business Manager, and Lisa Promis, Assistant Director.

Absent: Dr. Orzel, Dr. Sala, Dr. Stawick and Dr. Meighan.

Karyn Kempke, Union President and Brandon Wigboldy, Union Vice President

A motion was made by Dr. Scarsella and seconded by Dr. Sikora to appoint
Dr. Brunson as Chairperson.

Upon roll call the following voted aye: Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Roth,
Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Mr. Lavelle. Nayes none, whereupon the
chairperson declared the motion carried.

A motion was made by Dr. Roth and seconded by Dr. Scarsella, upon the
recommendation of Dr. O’Neil, that the following items be considered under a
consent agenda unless otherwise requested by the Board: the open and closed
session meeting minutes of the February 19, 2025 Board of Directors Meeting,
Invoices and Payroll, Employment of Educational Support Personnel, Resignation
of Professional Personnel, Resignation of Educational Support Personnel, Request
for Leave of Absence, and FY26 Calendar.

Upon roll call the following voted aye: Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Roth,
Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Mr. Lavelle. Nayes none, whereupon the
chairperson declared the motion carried.
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CLOSED SESSION

REPORT OF THE
BUSINESS
MANAGER

STATEMENT OF
POSITION AND
REVENUE

FY24 ACTUAL
TUITION/RATES

REPORT OF THE
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

COOPERATIVE
HIGHLIGHTS

A motion was made by Dr. Scarsella and seconded by Dr. Droba to enter into a
closed session at 8:02 a.m. to discuss the appointment, employment, compensation,
discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the Cooperative or
legal counsel for the Cooperative, including hearing testimony on a complaint
lodged against an employee or against legal counsel for the Cooperative to
determine its validity. 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1), as amended by P.A. 93-0057, Collective
negotiating matters between the Cooperative and its employees or their
representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes
of employees. 5 ILC 120/2(¢c)(2).

Upon roll call the following voted aye: Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Roth,
Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Mr. Lavelle. Nayes none, whereupon the
chairperson declared the motion carried.

A motion was made by Mr. Lavelle and seconded by Dr. Ticknor to return from
closed session at 8:17 a.m.

Upon roll call the following voted aye: Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Roth,
Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Mr. Lavelle. Nayes none, whereupon the
chairperson declared the motion carried.

Mr. Shumway presented the statement of position, revenue, and expenditures for the
period ending February 28, 2025.

Mr. Shumway shared the actual tuition and services for the 2023-24 school year.
The initial tuition and rates were calculated using the approved August budget and
projected student enrollments. The actual tuition and rates were calculated using the
actual revenue and expenditures for the 2023-24 school year. FY24 adjustments
will be included in the member district’s FY25 second-quarter tuition invoices.

Dr. O’Neil shared highlights from each of the Cooperative programs.
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THOSE WHO
EXCEL AWARD

CONSENT
AGENDA

APPROVAL OF
MINUTES

APPROVAL OF
INVOICES AND
PAYROLL

EMPLOYMENT OF
EDUCATIONAL
SUPPORT
PERSONNEL

Dr. O’Neil reported that Stephanie DeCarlo, Gina Meyer, and Elizabeth Wegner
received the Award of Excellence, which is the most prestigious of the Those Who
Excel honors. Educators must have demonstrated a commitment to equity and the
success of all students. They regularly collaborate with colleagues, students, and
families to create positive school cultures. They are lifelong learners who connect
their schools to the community at large and inspire other education professionals
within and beyond their schools.

Jennifer Corse received the Award of Special Recognition. This award is given to
valued members of their school community who have been recognized by their
colleagues, students, families, and administrators for the skills, passions, and talents
they bring to their school community.

The Board of Directors of the Southwest Cook County Cooperative Association for
Special Education approved the open and closed session minutes from the
February 19, 2025 Board of Directors Meeting.

The Board of Directors of the Southwest Cook County Cooperative Association for
Special Education approved the February/March invoices in the amount of
$1,057,774.82. The February payroll in the amount of $2,501,861.41 and the
estimated amount of $2,500,000 for the March payroll.

Name Position Program Effective [Step/Column| Annual
Date or Days Salary

Beilke, Dean |Paraeducator |CD Satellite  |2/24/2025 |1/BA Type [$29,139.00

39
Foster, Brad |OT Itinerant 2/17/2025 $47.75
hourly
Lundy, Paraeducator |Transition 3/4/2025 |1/License $25,171.00
Michelle
Riley, Paraeducator |CD Satellite [3/5/2025 |[3/BA $30,157.00

Jacqueline Type-39
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Rubio, Paraeducator |Transition 2/26/2025 |1/BA Type |$29,139.00
Adriana 39
RESIGNATION OF Name Position Program Effective Date
PROFESSIONAL
PERSONNEL Dwyer, Carey | Social Worker CD MGW 3/14/2025
RESIGNATION OF Name Position Program Effective Date
EDUCATIONAL
SUPPORT Buff, Aleena oT Services 2/14/2025
PERSONNEL Godina, Maya Paraeducator |CD Satellite 2/19/2025
Michalski, Ashley Paraeducator |CD Satellite 2/27/2025
Smith, Laura Paraeducator |[DESTINY 3/7/2025
REQUEST FOR e of
LEAVE OF Name Position Program lLyf;‘; Effective Dates
ABSENCE
Byrne, Araina |Paraeducator ([DESTINY |FMLA 2/26/2025-4/30/2025
Craig, Rita Paraeducator |Transition |[FMLA 2/21/2025-5/13/2025
Robinson, Teacher CD Satellite [FMLA 3/12/2025-4/23/2025
Tricia
Shanks, Paraeducator |Transition |LOA 3/17/2025-5/14/2025
Gwendolyn extension
Tuttle, Julie Paraeducator |CD Satellite [FMLA 2/19/2025-3/21/2025

FY26 CALENDAR

ACTION ITEMS

RELEASE OF
CERTIFIED STAFF

The Board of Directors, upon the recommendation of the Executive Director,
approved the FY26 calendar as presented.

A motion was made by Dr. Roth and seconded by Dr. Scarsella to approve the
resolution Dismissing Certified Staff, Courtney Gemmell, Mary Huizinga,
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APPROVAL OF
CONSENT AGENDA

BOARD REPORTS

ADJOURNMENT

Respectfully submitted,,

/)

Dr. Mary TicknOr
Board Secretary

Caitlyn Murphy, and Susan Sawyer from the Southwest Cook County Cooperative
Association for Special Education.

Upon roll call the following voted aye: Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Roth,
Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Mr. Lavelle. Nayes none, whereupon the
chairperson declared the motion carried.

A motion was made by Dr. Ticknor and seconded by Dr. Sikora to approve the
consent agenda.

Upon roll call the following voted aye: Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Roth,
Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Mr. Lavelle. Nayes none, whereupon the
chairperson declared the motion carried.

Dr. O’Neil reported that the Transition Program will have a classroom at Moraine
Valley Community College in the upcoming school year. Dr. Sikora asked about the
progress of the new building and Mr. Shumway reported that we are in the design
phase of renovations.

A motion was made by Dr. Roth and seconded by Dr. Ticknor to adjourn the
meeting at 8:27 a.m.

Upon roll call the following voted aye: Dr. Droba, Dr. Scarsella, Dr. Roth,
Dr. Brunson, Dr. Ticknor, Dr. Sikora, and Mr. Lavelle. Nayes none, whereupon the
chairperson declared the motion carried.



