
ATHENS CITY SCHOOLS 
REGULAR MEETING – 6:30 P.M. 
DISTRICT OFFICE, CHAUNCEY 

APRIL 17, 2025 
 

, 2025 

 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 

Board President Sean Parsons calls the April 17, 2025 regular board meeting to order at 
6:30p.m. with the following members present. 

 
Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden 
Charity Wilhelm 
 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 
 

2025-088     ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 

The Athens City School District Board of Education adopts the agenda for the regular meeting of 
April 17, 2025 as presented and amended. 

 
Motion by: 
Second by: 

Discussion: 

Sean Parsons 
Dave Hayden 
Paul Grippa 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Charity Wilhelm 

 
2025-089    APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the minutes of the Organizational and 
Regular Monthly Board Meeting held on March 20, 2025. 

 
Motion by: 
Second by: 

Discussion:  

Sean Parsons 
Dave Hayden 
Paul Grippa 
Rusty Rittenhouse 

Charity Wilhelm 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

“Upon request to the Superintendent, the District shall make reasonable accommodation for a disabled 
person 
to be able to participate in this activity.” “No more than a total of thirty (30) minutes 
for public participation is permitted at each regular board meeting. Individuals are welcome to 
speak provided they identify themselves by name and address, give the topic to be discussed 
and limit their presentations to three (3) minutes each”. 

 
A.  Athens Education Association 
B.  AFSCME Local 

 
 
PRESENTATION / BOARD DISCUSSION 

 
 

• Treasurer and Associate Superintendent’s update regarding status of Ohio Biennium Budget. 
 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION REPORTS 

 
 
 
 

2025-090      TREASURER’S  REPORT  
 

 

The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the Treasurer’s Report for April 
2025 as submitted. The report contains the Bank Reconciliation, Fund Report, Monthly Financial 
Report, Monthly Check Summary Report, Cafeteria Report, and Investment Report. 

 
Motion by: 
 
Second by: 

Discussion: 

Sean Parsons 
Rusty 
Rittenhouse 
Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden 
Charity Wilhelm 
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ASSOCIATE SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  

 

Associate Superintendent Chad Springer briefly reviewed the remaining agenda items for the Board. 
 
 
 
 
2025-091    PERSONNEL 

 

A. RESIGNATIONS/RETIREMENT—The Athens City School District Board of Education accepts the    
resignation of the following individuals: 

 
  
Resignations: 

 
• Makinsey Downs, Intervention Specialist at Morrison-Gordon Elementary, effective July 31, 2025. 
• Madison Paige McClain, Intervention Specialist, East Elementary, effective July 31, 2025. 
• Tyler Bump, ELA and Social Studies Teacher at The Plains Intermediate, effective June 15, 2025. 

 

 

Retirements: 

 

• REVISION - Jennifer Armstrong, Teacher at Athens Middle School, effective May 31, 2025. 

• Mary Ann Hopple, Teacher at Athens Middle School, effective May 31, 2025. 

• Kari Weaver, Teacher at Athens Middle School, effective May 31, 2025. 
 

 
 
B. EMPLOYMENT/CONTRACT RECOMMENDATIONS (pending successful verification of 

certification, college transcripts and experience, completion of criminal records check and other 
state and local requirements for the positions) 

 
1. Administrative Contract Renewals – The Athens City School District Board of Education issues a 

renewal of contracts to the following individuals as listed for the number of years listed: 
 

• Michael Apke-Starkey, Elementary Assistant Principal – three (3) years. 

• Dr. Elizabeth Braun, East Elementary Principal - three (3) years. 

• Deborah Monnin, The Plains Intermediate Assistant Principal – one (1) year 

• Dr. Trisken Emmert, The Plains Intermediate School Principal - three (3) years. 

• Eric Sholtis, Athletic Director – two (2) years. 

• Lori Lowe, School Psychologist – three (3) years. 

• Kassandra Conwell, Athens Middle School Assistant Principal – three (3) years. 
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2025-091    PERSONNEL (continued) 
 
 

2.  Limited Contracts - The Athens City School District Board of Education issues a one 
(1) year limited contract to the following individual(s) for the 2025-2026 school year: 

 

• Julie Gillem – Intervention Specialist for 6th Grade at The Plains Intermediate School, Step 8. 

• Emma Powell – Intervention Specialist for 4th Grade at The Plains Intermediate School, Step 0. 

• Sarah Crabtree – Intervention Specialist for 7th and 8th Grade at the Athens Middle School, Master’s 
Step 10. 

• Emma Stanley – Intervention Specialist for 7th and 8th Grade at the Athens Middle School, Master’s 
Step 0. 

• Cailyn Beale – Intervention Specialist for 4th Grade at The Plains Intermediate School, Step 2. 

• Asa Garand – Intervention Specialist for K-3 at East Elementary School, Master’s Step 8. 

• Ashley Sechkar – Integrated Preschool Intervention Specialist at East Elementary School, Step 10. 

• Rachel Kintop – Intervention Specialist for K-3 at Morrison-Gordon Elementary School, Master’s 
Step 0. 

 
 

3. Supplemental Contracts: Issue supplemental contract(s) based on the salary schedule in effect July 1, 
2024 for the position(s) listed for the 2024-2025 to the following individual(s): 

 
Certified 
 

• Wayne Hanzel – Athens High School Director/Advisor for 2024-2025 academic year. 

• Peter Kristofco – Athens Middle School Activities Assistant for Fall/Winter 2024-2025 academic 
year. 
 

 
 

Non-Certified 
 

• James Bolin – Girls Softball Volunteer 
 
 

4. Supplemental Contracts: Issue supplemental contract(s) based on the salary schedule in effect July 1, 
2025 for the position(s) listed for the 2025-2026 to the following individual(s): 

 
Certified 

 

• Breanna Issa – Cross Country High School Assistant 

• Cierra Ellis – Middle School Volleyball 

• Bill Rogers – Varsity Football Assistant Coach 

• Paul Kaiser – Varsity Football Assistant Coach 

• Matt Goodwin - Varsity Football Assistant Coach 
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2025-091    PERSONNEL (continued) 

 
 

• Steve McCollum - Varsity Football Assistant Coach 

• Dana Morehead – JV Boys Tennis Coach (Head Tennis Coach) 

• Jeff Skinner – Varsity Girls Basketball Head Coach 

• Angela Hall – Middle School Cheer  

 

 

Non-Certified 

 
• Alex Hendrickson – Girls Soccer Volunteer 
• Caroline Brandes – Girls High School Soccer Assistant Coach 
• Sophia Atherton – Girls Soccer Volunteer 
• On Lam – Cross Country High School Volunteer 
• Roger Aden – Golf Assistant Volunteer 
• John Owusu Kwakye – Boys Soccer JV Coach 
• Mariah Heflin – Girls Soccer JV Coach 
• Denise Humphrey – Swimming Head Coach 
• Robert Wayner – Cross County High School Assistant 
• Alison Wayner – Cross Country Jr. High Coach 
• Holly Gibbs-Engel – Varsity Volleyball Assistant  
• Riley McKibben – JV Volleyball 
• Sydney Rutter – Middle School Volleyball 
• Carson Gainey – Varsity Football Assistant Coach 
• Jason Harris – Varsity Boys Soccer Assistant Coach 
• Jeff Westenbarger – Middle School Boys Soccer Coach 
• Paul Swaim – Varsity Girls Soccer Volunteer 
• Albert Matters – Middle School Girls Soccer Coach 
• Carson Gainey – Varsity Wrestling Head Coach 
• Stephanie Sharp – Varsity Cheer Head Coach 
• Kimberly Simmons – JV Cheer 

 
 

 

1. Substitute Teacher/Home Instructor for 2024-2025 School Year: The Athens City School District Board of 
Education issues a substitute teacher contract at the Board approved rate of pay on an as needed basis up to 
250 hours to the following: 
 
 
Substitute Teachers: 

 

• Caroline Whitt 

• Rachel Francis 
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2025-091    PERSONNEL (continued) 

 
 

2. Exempt Personnel – The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the following 
individual:  

 
 Lacey Sorrell for the Administrative Assistant Position in the Central Office for the Associate 

Superintendent effective March 31, 2025 on step 4 of the Exempt Salary Schedule. 
 
 
3. Classified Personnel – The Athens City School District Board of Education in accordance with Article 

VII, Job Postings/Transfer/Assignment and Bidding Procedure approves the following position as listed 
and detailed below (pending successful verification of certification, highly qualified status for 
paraprofessional positions, completion of criminal records check and other state and local requirements 
for these positions): 

 
• Melissa Knowlton – Accepted the 12-month Administrative Secretary position at Athens High 

School effective April 1, 2025. Melissa’s rate of pay is based on the current contract. Day shift 
hours are 6:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

• Jane Bail – has accepted the Educational Aide-Librarian position at Morrison-Gordon 
Elementary effective April 2, 2025 for the 2025-2026 academic year. Day shift hours are 8:00 
a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

• Karen Shaffer has accepted the 10-month Administrative Secretary position at Athens High School 
effective April 10, 2025. Day shift hours are 7:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
Bus Driver 

 

• Jill Russell has accepted Bus Route 32 effective March 27, 2025. 

• Christy Fitz has accepted Bus Route 15 effective April 15, 2025.  

 

Cafeteria 

• Kandice Legg – Cashier position at Athens Middle School effective April 7, 2025. Day shift hours are 
approximately 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

• Brianna Monroe – Server position at Athens High School effective April 14, 2025. Day shift hours are 
approximately 11:15 a.m. – 1:15 p.m. 

 
 
 
Educational Aides 

• Stephanie Woods 
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 2025-091    PERSONNEL (continued) 

 
 

5. Substitute Classified Personnel—The Athens City School District Board of Education 
approves the employment of the following personnel for the 2024-2025 school year 
on an as needed basis at the Board approved rate of pay for the position they are 
subbing in. 

 
 
Cafeteria 

 

•   Erin Sykes 

 
 
Custodial 
Nothing to report at this time. 
 
Secretarial 
Nothing to report at this time. 

 

 

Motion by: 
Second by: 

Discussion:  

Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden 
Charity Wilhelm 

 
 

2025-092    BOARD OF EDUCATION APPROVALS 
 

 

A. THE ATHENS CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT APPROVES DONATIONS 

 

1. The Athens City School District Board of Education accepts the donation of a violin from Dr. Gibbs. 

 

2. The Athens City School District Board of Education accepts the donation of an AED Unit by the Elks 
Club of Athens. 

 
3. The East Elementary Parent Teacher Organization has made a donation in the amount of $1,400 

towards the East Elementary Principal’s Fund to assist in offsetting the cost of purchasing enough 
copies of Friendship According to Humphrey to distribute one book to every family with a child at 
East (part of the One School, One Book initiative).
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2025-092    BOARD OF EDUCATION APPROVALS (continued) 

 

B. The Athens city School District approves the Athens High School Marching Green and Gold trip to 
Disney World from March 6th through March 11th, 2026. 

 
 
 
2025-093   FINAL READING AND APPROVAL OF UPDATED/REVISED BOARD POLICIES 
 

• Bylaw 0131.1 – Technical Corrections (Revised) 

• Bylaw 0171 – Review of Policy (Rescind) 

• 1422.01 – Drug-Free Workplace (New) 

• 2260.02 - Single Gender Classes and Activities (Revised) 

• 2271 – College Credit Plus Program (Revised) 

• 2340 – Field and Other District-Sponsored Trips (Revised) 

• 2430.02 – Participation of Community / STEM School Students in Extra-Curricular Activities (Revised) 

• 2431 – Interscholastic Athletics (Revised) 

• 2460 – Special Education (Revised) 

• 5113 – Inter-District Open Enrollment (Revised) 

• 5120 – Assignment within District (Revised) 

• 5131 – Transfer Students (Technical Correction) 

• 5223 – Released Time for Religious Instruction (New/Revised) 

• 5330 – Use of Medications (Revised) 

• 5350 - Student Health, Wellbeing, and Suicide Prevention (Revised) 

• 5460 – Graduation Requirements (Revised) 

• 5610 – Removal, Suspension, Expulsion, and Permanent Exclusion of Students (Revised) 

• 5751 – Parental Status of Students (Revised) 

• 5780.01 – Parents’ Bill of Rights (New) * Will go into effect July 1, 2025 

• 6151 – Insufficient Funds Checks (Revised) 

• 7421 – Restrooms, Locker Rooms, Shower Rooms, and Changing Rooms (New) 

• 7440.01 – Video Surveillance and Electronic Monitoring (Revised) 

• 8142 – Criminal History Record Check of Contracted School Services (Revised) 

• 8452 – Automated External Defibrillators (“AED”) and Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (Revised) 

• 8500 – Food Services (Revised) 
 
 

Motion by:  
Second by:  
 
 
Discussion:  
Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden 
Charity Wilhelm 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 
The Board President declared the Athens City School District Board of Education Regular Meeting of 
April 17, 2025 adjourned at               p.m. 

 
 
 
 
_________________________________ _________________________________  

Sean Parsons, Board President                    Jared M. Bunting, Treasurer/CFO  

(No addendum after the Board Authorized Signatures is a valid account of the meeting.) 
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